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Two girlsdrown

UNB, Panchagarh

Two girls, aged 10 and 9, drowned in a pond at
Bonogram village in Boda upazila on Friday noon. The
deceased were identified as Siddika Begum, 10, daugh-
ter of Jasimuddin of the village and her cousin Shimu
Akhtar, 9, daughter of Samiruddin. Locals said both the
girls along with other children went to take a bath at the
local pond. At one stage, they fell in deep water and went
missing. They did not know how to swim. Hearing the
hue and cry of other children, local people after hectic
search recovered their bodies from the pond. They were
rushed to the Sadar Hospital where the attending doc-
tors declared them dead.

Fish trader found dead

UNB, Chuadanga

Decomposed body of a fish trader was recovered from
Chitra River near Nehalpur village in Sadar upazila on
Friday. The deceased was identified as Gurudas Burmon,
60, hailed from Chachra area of Jessore town. Local sources
said, Khokon and Musrafil, sons of Hakim Mondol of
Nehalpur village saw the body when they were cleaning the
rotten jute in the river at about 7:30am. Later, they
informed the police who recovered the body and sent it to
hospital morgue for autopsy. Being informed, Bidhan, son
of the deceased, identified the body and said that a gang of
criminals abducted his father from Kotchandpur upazila
of Thenidah district on September 5 and demanded Tk 10

lakh as ransom. He suspected that the gang might have
killed his father.

Schoolgirlraped

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A 10-year-old girl and student of class-III at a local pri-
mary school was raped yesterday afternoon at
Minmonchator village under Haripur upazila. Officer in-
charge of Haripur police station Humayun Kabir told this
correspondent over cell phone that the girl went to a
nearby crop field to bring their goats at about 12:30pm.
All of a sudden, Kuddus, 22, son of Md. Jasim of the same
village came to the spot and forcibly took her to a jute
field and raped her leaving her unconscious. When the
girl regained consciousness, she came back home at
about 2:30pm and told the incident to her mother.
Hearing the matter, family members of the victim
brought her to Haripur police station. Her father later
filed a case with the police station accusing Kuddus.

Tobacco godown gutted

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

A big business establishment was gutted and properties
worth about Tk 8 lakh were damaged in a devastating fire
at Mirganj Chowdhury Bazar in Jaldhaka upazila on
Friday night. Two persons were also injured when locals
rushed to douse the fire. Fire service sources said, one
Habibur Rahman of the area rented his big godown to
'Sonali Bidi Company' of Haragachh in Rangpur district.
At about 9.00pm, a devastating fire engulfed the godown
originating from an electric short circuit. He also
informed that in that godown there were about 5,000
maund of dried tobacco.

11 hurtasvillagers clash

UNB, Munshiganj

Atleast 11 people were injured in a clash between two rival
groups over stealing a boat at Raripara village in Sadar
upazila on Friday. Police said someone lifted the boat of
Jahangir Hossain two months ago and Jahangir suspected
that it might have been done by the supporters of his rival
Fazal Gazi of nearby Saburakandi village. Locals said, an
altercation ensued between the supporters of Jahangir
Hossain and Fazal Gazi on Friday evening over the matter.
Later, both the groups equipped with lethal weapons
attacked each other, leaving 11 people from both sides
injured. Critically injured Jahangir Hossain, 35, Hafiz
Uddin, 70, Nurul Islam, 25, Sumon Mia, 35, and
Mohammad Mamun, 23, were rushed to the Munshiganj
General Hospital.

Woman murdered
in bank storeroom

A CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

Police recovered the body of
a woman from the store-
room of Uttara Bank branch
at Basurhat municipal town
in Companyganj upazila
Friday night.

The dead was identified
as Fatema Begum, 40,
mother of three and hailed
from Char Elahi of the
upazila. Her hands and legs
were tied.

Companyganj police
station officer in-charge
(OC) Humayun Kabir said,
acting on a tip off, police
raided the bank branch at
11:00 pm Friday and recov-
ered the body from its store-
room.

OCKabirsaid the bodybore
marks of injury on the head
and chest. Police assume that

criminals raped the women

and thenkilled her.
Traders at Basurhat Bazar

said, Millat Hossain, an
ansar working as a guard at
the Uttara Bank branch had
illicit relation with Fatema.
Ansar Gias Uddin and Millat
Hossain were on duty at the
bank branch on the day of

theincident.
Investigation officer (10)

of the case SI Amjad Hossain
said, Fatema Begum,
deserted by her husband, isa
daughter of Rahmat Ali of

Char Elahi.
Fatema's brother Abdul

Khaleque yesterday filed a
murder case against Uttara
Bank branch's ansar Gias
Uddin and Millat Hossain.
Both went into hiding after
the incident.

The body was sent to

Noakhali Medical College and
Hospital for post mortem.

BSF hands over two
Bangladeshi boys

UNB, Bagerhat

Border Security Force (BSF)
of India on Friday handed
over to Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) two
Bangladeshi teenage boys
who were trafficked to India
four months ago.

The victims were identi-
fied as Tuhin Bepari, 15, son
of Jafar Bepari and Alauddin,
13, son of Mahidul Islam of
North Sutalori village in
Morelganjupazila.

Sajib Datta, officer in-
charge at Benapole port PS,
said a group of human traf-
fickers took the boys to India
in the name of giving them
good jobs. Later, Indian
police arrested them from

Dili Rail Station.
ADili based voluntary child

welfare organisation later
secured release of the victims
from the courtand kept them at
theirsafeshelter.

Later, the same organisa-
tion informed the matter to the
Bangladesh Jaitya Mohila
Ainjibi Samiti and on comple-
tion of necessary official for-
malities of both the countries,
Kolkata police handed over

them to BSF of Petrapol, camp.
The BSF members later

formally handed over the
boys to Border Guard
Bangladesh on Friday who
handed over them to
Benapole port PS.

Later, police handed over
the boys to the officials of
Mohila Ainjibi Samiti who
took the responsibility to
send them to their respec-
tive families.

*NATIONAL
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Built by local women, this bamboo bridge over Chekadara River flowing between Nayani Bagdogra and Bagdogra vil-
lages in Domar upazila in Nilphamari district serves thousands of people of several villages, especially schoolchildren,
on both sides of the river.

Women set example, build
long bridge over river

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Women of Nayani Bagdogra and
Bagdogra villages of Domar upazila in
Nilphamari district have set a laudable
example by voluntarily constructing a
162-foot-long bamboo bridge over
Chekadara River to relieve sufferings of
people, especially hundreds of school

going children.
About 20 thousand people of at least

nine villages have to cross the
Chekadara River to go to Domar
upazila headquarters and neighbour-
ing Deviganj upazila in Panchagarh
district.

In absence of any bridge, people on
both sides of the river flowing between
Nayani Bagdogra and Bagdogra vil-
lages had to cross it by swimming or on
rafts in the rainy season. Several hun-
dred children of the villages read in
different schools in Domar upazila

town, some four kilometres away.
As they had to cross a longer dis-

tance while using an alternative road,

many kids stopped going to pre-school
or primary school.

Thinking especially of children's
schooling, many women of the two
villages decided to build a bamboo
bridge and formed a women's associa-
tion titled 'Palli Samaj Samity’.

“After our decision to make a bridge
before the rains, we collected bamboo
and money from door to door. Many
others served through voluntary
labour," said Kalpana Rani, president
ofthe association.

"Within 20 days, we completed the

bridge construction on June 8, before

startofthe rainy season," she said.
Even during the arduous work of

bridge construction, association mem-
bers performed all their household
chores like cleaning and preparing
family breakfast and lunch, said the

womern.

At present, 'Palli Samaj Samity' has
115 female members. One hundred
male members are also associated with
the organisation but they have to work

under the supervision of female mem-
bers as per organisation rule, said
sources.

During a visit to the bridge on Saturday
(September 10), it was found that children
were going to schools through the bridge
while farmers were taking their produces

to Domar Bazar easily.
Samity president Kalpana Rani said,

"We are now inspired. We are also com-
mitted to prevent early marriage and
motivate people to use sanitary latrine
and adopt family planning.”

Villagers said that present lawmaker
from Jatiya Party Jafar Siddique visited
the spot before the Jatiya Sangsad elec-
tion of 2008 and made commitment to
construct a bridge if elected. But the
commitment is yet to be fulfilled over

two and a half years after his election.
Present upazila parishad Chairman

Abdur Razzak Basunia and union
parishad Chairman Ishaq Ali also made
election pledges to construct a bridge
overthe river.

Erosion by the Padma has taken a serious turn, devouring at least 18 houses at Naruhati and
Singhanagar villages in Satbaria union of Sujanagar upazila in Pabna districtin a week.

Government of the People's Republic of

Bangladesh

Office of the Project Director

Operations Support to the Employment Generation

Program for the Poorest (EGPP)

Disaster Management & Relief Bhaban

92-93, Mohakhali, Dhaka
Ref. No. DMRD/EGPP/Pick-up/31/10-11/134

Date: 08/09/2011

Extension of Time for Submission of
International Bids for Procurement of
Double Cabin Pick-ups

International bids were invited for procurement of 20 Nos. Double Cabin

Pick-ups vide this office Memo No. DMRD/EGPP/Pick-up/31/10-11/52 Date:
20-07-2011 which was published in the Daily Jugantar on 24-07-2011 and in
The Daily Star on 26-07-2011. Due to some changes of specification/bid
clauses in the pre-bid meeting, the bidders need more time for preparation
so the time is extended as follows:

Sl.
No.

ltem Original Date and Time

Changed Date and Time

Bid selling last
date

13-09-2011 up to 5:00pm

21-09-2011 up to 5:00pm

Bid closing
date

14-09-2011 at 3:00pm

22-09-2011 at 3:00pm

Bid opening
date

14-09-2011 at 3:15pm

22-09-2011 at 3:15pm

All other terms and conditions of the bid will remain unchanged.

GD-3737

Basudeb Acharjee
Project Director

TWO VILLAGES IN PABNA
Erosion devours 20
houses in a week

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

Erosion by the river Padma
took a serious turn devour-
ing about 20 dwelling
houses at Naruhati and
Singhanagar villages under
Satbaria union in Sujanagar

upazilawithin a week.
“The river devoured at

least 18 houses in the two
villages in a week. More 25 to
30 more families have
already shifted their houses
to safer places, said Md Abul
Hossain, chairman of

Satbaria union parishad.
The victims were identified

as Khalil member, Jilal Uddin,
Abu Bakkar, Akkas Ali, Rajab
Ali, Abdul Hakim, Abdul
Mannan, Abdul Hannan,
Mamun Hossain, Belayet
Hossain, Delwar Hossain and
Torab Ali of Naruhati and
Singhanagarvillages.

Sources said the intensity
of erosion is so severe that
many affected people had no
time to shift elsewhere with
their goods and other belong-
ings. They later sold their
moveable properties and
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