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Hasma showed
character

Leaked US cable discloses how she ignored intimidation,
advice of colleagues to meet furious army officers in Dhaka
Cantonment couple of days after bloody BDR mutiny
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STAR REPORT immediately after the 2009 Pilkhana car-
nage to ultimately suffer repeated verbal
abuse from some of the officers, a recently

leaked US diplomatic cable said.
The grievance was so pressing that seven

SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

Defying suggestions from her senior cabi-
net colleagues, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina attended a gathering of about 500
army officers at Dhaka Cantonment

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina observes one minute's silence at a meeting with the senior army officers at Dhaka Cantonment on March 1, 2009 in
memory of armed forces members killed during the BDR mutiny. On her left is the then chief of army staff General Moeen U Ahmed. PHOTO: PID
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No substancein BNP saw it

- Army probe

Hostile grilling:

-wanted to
-quiz Hasina 2 s ; .
ﬁf}ﬂf&ﬁﬁ %Sg,ls e CoNnspiracy claims as 1ts boon

* A military inquiry com-
- mittee wanted to interro-

: gate Prime Minister
. Sheikh Hasina after the

Aggressive interrogation techniques employed by young - BDR mutiny in 2009, a
" proposal that annoyed the

officers from the army, navy, and air force had led to the - ; :
s " premier who outright

deaths of some BDR jawans after the February 2009 °

_ : - rejected it.
Pilkhana mutiny. :

. Hasina disclosed the
Major General Mollah Fazle Akbar, the then director - . +ter to the then US

general of the Directorate General of Forces Intelligence -

. ambassador to Dhaka - WikiLeaks. _
(DGFI), told the US envoy in Dhaka on May 11, 2009 that * James F Moriarty duringa The cables sent to the United States on
several older jawans had died of natural causes or commit-

- meeting on April 27 that . March 5 and 9, 2009 by the then US
ted suicide while aggressive interrogation techniques by the - year, reveals a US diplo- . ambassador James F Moriarty, say Prime
armed forces officers had led to the deaths of some jawans.

. matic cable published by . Minister Sheikh Hasina on March 3
As the then US ambassador to Dhaka James F Moriarty . the whistle-blowing . claimed that more plots were being
SEE PAGE 19 COL 3 .

SEE PAGE 19 coL 3 . hatched to topple the government. Her

. STAR REPORT STAFF CORRESPONDENT

. A week after the 2009 BDR mutiny, Dhaka
. remained abuzz with several conspiracy
. theories about who the mastermind was,
. with some pointing finger at India, some
"at BNP leader Salauddin Quader
' Chowdhury and some at Jamaat-e-Islami,
- say two US embassy cables released by

statement was, however, not backed by :

any credible evidence. . BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia no longer intended to

On February 25-26 in 2009, jawans took | _ _
over the then Bangladesh Rifles (now ° work with the Awami League-led government on a

Border Guard Bangladesh) Pilkhana head- * TéSponse to the BDR mutiny after the government had

quartersin the capital and killed at least 74 . rebuffed BNP's advances, said a US embassy cable from

people including 57 army officers. . Dhaka on March 9 quoting BNP leader Salauddin Quader

. Chowdhury.

Jatiya Party chief HM Ershad on .
February 28 that year suggested to the . WikiLeaks, an anti-secrecy organisation, published

envoy that India was behind the mutiny. | the cableonits website on August30.
In another cable at that time, the then US Ambassador

Then at a meeting on March 9, he backed
off from the claim saying it did not make : James F Moriarty noted that BNP stalwart Salauddin,

any sense. - who announced suing CNN's India affiliate for reporting
“Ershad is extremely plugged-in with - his alleged involvement in the mutiny, said army's anger

the serving military. His backing away - at the government's response to the mutiny had led to
SEE PAGE 19 COL 7 . SEE PAGE 13 COL 4

issue with Gen Moeen
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A Chittagong court here oA FILETH

yesterday denied the bail BI<[

prayers of Jamaat-e-Islami
Ameer Motiur Rahman
Nizami and two others in
the ten-truck arms haul
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case.
The two others are O
former general manager {:HE| —ﬂg Wm W
(admin) of Chittagong
Urea Fertiliser Limited ———— FE e s
Enamul Hoque and con-
tractor Deen Mohammad. | 24 Sidew, | SHI9qeRe ROl | e A3LEO 03b35-E0308Y
Judge SM Mujibur Ll BT I WIS WA | ge-efdeeE | Qdudod-o0foddo | 0dq38-3309BR
iﬂhmﬂﬂ lt_'f thg Chi_tt'ilgﬂﬂg TR A ARG | PRARGEE | qd3udod-dofedss | 03b3A-080esd
etropolitan Specia 5 -
Tribunal-1 also ordered st indidan) L\ Voo ol | 03000
the authorities concerned T 13 AT | TR | 9d2udod-20/0339 | odbib-8bbBL)
e A to publish an advertise- AT C13 SR T | TA-ARBEE | q33ud03-30/0d0e | 03903-3roedt
ment in two national
Men pull rickshaws and pedestnans wade through walst—deep water at Kapasgola in Ghrttagung yesterday. Many dailies, asking two B e SRR G WP T | SARECRE | ood-beaed S ddubidadid
areas of the port city were waterlogged following heavy rain all day long. PHOTO: STAR SEE PAGE 13 COL 4 T4 Carrs e Bffr TH-ARBIEE | 003-L0LA-00/Sb0| 0)EEVEIHOS
G (3 WEAGHIE WF- | g offasee 03453¢ 9998
il
GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS INDEX O TR BTG | TS ARBEE [ 003-bobib-09/8¢4| 03533a¢us0
First Bangladeshi Everest con- The ﬁﬂﬂu ﬁim‘ PSR | TR Q. R aT e | STRTAEE | 083-U3oewd | 03930-03838b
queror Musa Ibrahim writes while B a I I 1 a d e S I l OIS T ST RO | Pi-efRrer SEyesteh | SANEEoRNe
oy e I FIE WO ARCEE | A ARGEE | 083-903¢0 03bd500B3eY
€lson his qu rea elop . Integral Energy Limited e eI ey At R 093-99298 03990908981
TR WRYE 9ENE i | P-Rees 0933-993b9) 0399¢9¢old9
ONLINE POLL
S l]. p S 1 n O t C h Do you think without S AR T B offasTee 0933-993535 0593905b39¢
. Teesta water sharing JuT! Wi TIE e e e | SR o&>-E3ud9q 0@ S8 dd
‘ ;- e ttl I]. g Cl 0 S e STAFF CORRESPONDENT :;FE[T '“I‘:ia“ Prihme T G AT TN | PIeARSEE | oed-9bodb/dor | 0390r8awrad
inister Manmohan | " a2 101
Bangladesh's global competitiveness has slipped by one Sing's visit to Dhaka will o o23-wodb/iee sttt
I : e @ * place to 108th out of 142 this year, according to the yearly be fruitful? Freett wifder w1 fefer v v TR D)=ty 039909908¢
to 1 1 I I I a I I aro report of World Economic Forum (WEF). This is the sec- ® Yesm (15.5%) o=t v
ond time in a row the country stepped down from its ® No (82.5%) TR S FA (A | BTG | ob3-2p00ed OIEILID
ALISA A RO AEEINE i Mt PD?:::IE-qu ate infrastructure is mainly responsible for @ No Comments} (2.0%) bk e
i ' e wf@er | e e S TA-TZGAGNE | 080d-u8R84 03¢E383B80Y
MA Sattar, at the age of nearly 57, is the eldest of the three- | the fall, says Global Competitiveness Report 2011-12 TOTAL VOTES: 554 i =
member team who are on a quest to reach the top of | released globally yesterday. The other factors which dis- S —— WA e ARE Qe | Y-t 0893-48381 SR EeaosY
Africa, Mount Kilimanjaro. Niaz Patwary and I are just | courage trade in Bangladesh include corruption, ineffi- ) I WS gEdt ey Bi-sAfanrers 089)-1b8384 039db-3br D¢ 8¢
over half his age. Even with this age difference, Sattar | cient government bureaucracy, policy instability, infla- :';::r"s;:’:i': “il:.;:::ti: —— F—— T EE oA
treats us as his contemporaries and keeps us entertained | tionandlittle access tofinancing g (SiHels)
with his quirky sense of humour. Bangladesh was in 106th place in the WEF's ranking in B resolvad sonet .
For example, 'thanks' in Swahili is 'asante’. Sattar has | 2009 when the country jumped five positions up. PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT W CRIRTWR CRTrery Rl U O2R3-28338 03%038r3%
turned thatinto 'Asad Gate'. The WEF said Asia's rise to economic prominence has wWATENERTIPITas, L Sy
This linguistic distortion is not restricted to Swahili; he | been accompanied by remarkable dynamism in terms of G (13 ST S Tl OERI-LAILR, 0393¢-390059
has turned 'Holiday Inn' into 'Holding Limited', because | competitiveness. Over the past five years, several coun- PRAYER TIMING September 8 A 49389/80¢
to him every sign in Dhaka seems to have those two | tries in the region including China, Indonesia, Vietnam, Mk bt
words added toit. and Sri Lanka have made important progress in the
Then there is his constant worrying about his family | global competitiveness ranking. Zohr 1245 1115
back home, often telling us to call or email his family. This Yet the disparities in terms of competitiveness within Ass 445 5:00 PP 8b/2055-3bSbr
after 25 years of marriage, which he explains by quoting | the region are unique, ranging from Singapore at the  Maghrib 623 626 SR 0F-05-303)
John Keats: “Short absence quickens love, long absence | second place to Timor-Lesteat 131st. E:‘ o D & N
SEE PAGE 6 COL 1 SEE PAGE 19 COL 8 _lslamicfoundation innannei ]

Eprror: MAHFUZ ANAM -Published by the Editor from Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 and 12-13, Kalurghat Heavy Industrial Area, Chittagong-4208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: 64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue,

Dhaka-1215, Tel: 9144330 (Hunting) & 8124944, Fax: 9144332, 8125155, 8126154, GP0 Box No: 3257, e-mail: editor@thedailystar.net,reporting@thedailystar.net



