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Ball is now
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the face of India's decline to

agree on water-sharing
issue,” said noted economist
ProfWahiduddin Mahmud.

He said one positive
outcome of this unfortunate
episode is the renewed rec-
ognition of the real point of
trade-off in Bangladesh's
negotiations with India.

“India’s main interest is
in securing transit facilities
and our vital interest lies in
water-sharing agreements
for the common rivers. We
cannot build a genuinely
win-win framework of coop-
eration without dealing with
the two issues simulta-
neously,” observed Prof
Mahmud.

Prof Amena Mohsin,
faculty member of interna-
tional relationship depart-
ment at Dhaka University,
said the ball is now in India's
court toresolve the dispute.

“Transit is our trump card
and we have created a posi-
tive public opinion that
transit to India will benefit
both the countries,” said
Mohsin, adding, “Once
giving transit to India was
commonly opposed in
Bangladesh.”

She said the Indian gov-
ernment, its intellectuals
and media have to make the
West Bengal and northeast-
ern states understand the
positive outcome of transit,
connectivity and water-
sharing.

In the two-day summit
between Bangladesh and
India that concluded yester-
day, the prime ministers
could not yield much for
their countries despite a lot
of hype. The outcome of the
summit was shadowed by
the failure in inking a deal on
sharing river waters.

“Bangladesh has shown
its goodwill. Now India has
to step up and make its
opposing states understand
the potential economic
benefits of connectivity and
water-sharing,” said Prof
Mustafizur Rahman, execu-
tive director of Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPD).

Rahman however feels
the government should
open fresh talks with India
and the West Bengal govern-
ment as well to understand
their concerns.

Akbar Ali Khan, former
finance adviser to the care-
taker government, said it
was unfair that both the
countries wanted to resolve
many complicated issues in
a single visit. Every issue is
quite problematic and
demands detailed discus-
sions.

Mohammad Yunus,
senior research fellow of
Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies said
transit is an economic issue
and India will be more bene-
fited from it than
Bangladesh.

“The chief ministers of
Indian northeastern states
should press the central
government as well as West
Bengal to resolve the water-
sharing dispute with us,” he
said. Yunus hoped India will
take positive initiative con-
sidering its own gain.

Prof Wahiduddin
Mahmud urged the govern-
ment to focus on how the
system works in India while
improving our negotiation
skills.

Dhaka, Delhi
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New Delhiblast poured in.

The Indian premier said
such forces “sap the strength
of our societies, threaten our
state systems and impede
our progress”.

“It is, therefore, of para-
mount importance that we
work together to confront
this challenge,” he added.

The Indian leader praised
Bangladesh's initiatives to
fight terrorism and work
together with India to crush
the militant forces.

“I would like to acknowl-
edge the immense coopera-
tion India has received from
Bangladesh in this area,
which is in the interest of

both India and Bangladesh,”
he said.

Meanwhile, in an instant
official reaction after the
blast Manmohan promised

not to succumb to the pres-
sure of terrorism.

“This is a long war in
which all political parties, all
the people of India have to
stand united so that the
scourge of terrorism is
crushed,” read a statement
issued by the Indian pre-
mier's office.

11 killed
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The Bangladesh govern-

ment banned Huji and its
activities in 2005.

In the email to the NIA,
the group also called on
India to repeal the death
sentence of a man con-
victed in connection with
an attack on the Indian
parliament in 2001 who was
awaiting execution by hang-
ing, reports Reuters.

The bomb dug a crater
three to four feet deep near
the main reception counter
where passes are issued for
lawyers and visitors to enter
the sandstone building
before the main security
checkpoint.

“I was near the gate at
that time,” said lawyer KK
Gautam. “There was an
orderly queue when a loud
blast occurred. I saw many
injured and dead. I saw 20-
25 injured and around 10
dead.”

Lawyers in black suits
and starched white collars
stood around shocked on
one of the busiest days of
the week when the court
hears public interest peti-
tions.

About 120 soldiers,
police and bomb squad
specialists were at the
scene, with ambulances
whisking the injured away
to hospitals.

Television images
showed scores of lawyers
running from one of the
main gates of the building
just after the explosion.
Police cordoned off the

area, not far from parlia-
ment and the prime minis-
ter's office.

“I think I saw this guy
(suspect). He was in white,
aged 34 or 35, carrying a
briefcase and jumping the
long queue,” a middle-aged
man told Indian television
channels.

“There must have been
some 80 people at that time
when the bomb went off. I
crouched immediately but
the man behind me, he did
not and was hit (by shrap-
nel) to his right arm,” he
said.

Two lawyers at the court,
Namita Roy, 48, and
Hargovina Jah, 40, told
Reuters the scanner and
metal detector at Gate 5 of
the court where the blast
occurred were not working.

“This is definitely a big
security lapse on the part of
the police. For example,
yesterday even the (body)
scanner was not working.
The security, more or less, is
very weak, especially in
view of the blast that hap-
pened a few months ago,”
said Roy.

The blast comes as secu-
rity has been stepped up at
key locations as parliament
is in session and ahead of
the anniversary of the
September 11, 2001, attacks
in the United States.

It also comes less than
two months after near-
simultaneous triple bomb
attacks in India's financial
hub Mumbai killed 24.

PM calls
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development of the South

Asian region and we would
have to make united efforts
to eliminate it,” Hasina said
when chief ministers of four
eastern Indian states called
on her at her Ganobhaban
residence.

The chief ministers are
Tarun Gogoi of Assam,
Mukul Sangma of
Meghalaya, Lal Thanhawla
of Mizoram, and Manik
Sarkar of Tripura.

Briefing newsmen after
the meeting, PM's Press
Secretary Abul Kalam Azad
said during the call on, they
discussed matters of bilat-
eral and regional interests.

Hasina laid emphasis on
the joint initiative by
Bangladesh, India, Nepal
and Bhutan for promotion of
the tourism sector in the
region. “The joint initiative
would bring immense bene-
fit for all the countries of the
region,” she observed.

The premier said her
government has been work-
ing relentlessly with honesty
and sincerity for changing
the lot of the people. “Our
main aim is to ensure the
economic emancipation of
people by changing their
lot.”

Hasina also highlighted
various steps including river
dredging that her govern-
ment has already under-

taken for development of the
country.

The Indian chief minis-
ters highly praised the
visionary and dynamic
leadership of Bangladesh
premier in advancing the
country towards progress
and development.

They also lauded Hasina
for her initiatives towards
strengthening ties between
the two neighbours, saying
that it has added a new
dimension to the friendship
between Bangladesh and
India.

A new avenue of friend-
ship and cooperation has
opened up between the two
countries through Hasina's
visitto Indialast year and the
Indian premier's tour to
Bangladesh, they said.

The chief ministers of the
four eastern Indian states
eulogized the introduction
of border haats, saying these
would contribute to build-
ing mutual trust among the
people of the two countries
side by side with reducing
cross-border crimes.

They highly praised warm
hospitality the Bangladesh
government provided dur-
ing their visit.

PM's Principal Secretary
MA Karim, Bangladesh High
Commissioner to India Tariq
A Karim were present on the
occasion.

Khaleda
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Vice Chairman of BNP

Shamser Mobin Chowdhury
said this while briefing jour-
nalists after a meeting
between Khaleda and
Manmohan at his hotel suite
in Dhaka.

Shamser Mobin, acting
Secretary General of the
party Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir and chairperson's
advisers Reaz Rahman and
Sabihuddin Ahmed accom-
panied her at the meeting
thatlasted 25 minutes.

“The Indian prime minis-
ter regretted [the failure to
sign water- sharing deals]
and assured the BNP chair-
person that the river water
issues will be settled soon on
a priority basis through
discussion. He [Manmohan)]
said he had already asked all
officials concerned to work
for the water-sharing deal,”
Shamser Mobin said.

“BNP always wants to
maintain warm relations
with India. But all the deals
must be signed on the basis
of equity, and special atten-
tion has to be given to sensi-
tive issues. We expected
deals on water-sharing of
common rivers,” he quoted
the leader of the opposition
in parliament saying at the
meeting.

She also said, "Killing at

shares

border must be stopped.
Otherwise it will create lack
of confidence.”

Manmohan termed
Khaleda “one of the builders
of modern Bangladesh” and
hoped to work with major
political parties including
BNP for building good rela-
tions between the people of
the two countries. He sought
Khaleda's help in this
regard, Mobin said.

On transit issue, Khaleda
said they also want connec-
tivity but it should be
between Bangladesh and
Southeast Asia, if necessary,
also China. Manmohan
agreed with her, Mobin
added.

The BNP chairperson
once again urged the Indian
premier not to build
Tipaimukh dam, and he said
India will not do anything
harmful to Bangladesh.

Khaleda appreciated
India's giving duty-free
access for 46 Bangladeshi
products and hoped for
more in future. This will
contribute to enhancing
bilateral relations, she said.

Manmohan applauded
Khaleda's role in making the
Saarc effective, and said
BNP's founder late presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman will be
remembered at the upcom-
ing (Saarc) summit.

Italian tightens,
speeds up
austerity plans

AFP, Milan

The Italian government
moved Tuesday to placate
jittery markets by tightening
measures in its latest auster-
ity package and seeking a
quick vote on the measures,
as well as on a balanced
budgetamendment.

A cabinet meeting

authorised calling a confi-
dence vote on the 45.5-
billion-euro ($63.8-billion)
austerity package, allowing
to Senate to vote yesterday
on the measures that should
help stabilise the finances of
the debt-laden eurozone
country.

The government said "the
seriousness of the interna-
tional financial crisis" justi-
fied the rushed adoption of
the measures, against which
unions held a general strike
on Tuesday.

Tens of thousands of
workers took to the streets
across Italy, shutting down
parts of the public transpor-
tation system and major
tourist attractions such as
the Colosseum in Rome.

The final adoption of the
austerity package had ini-
tially been set for mid-
September.

However, the government
has been forced to acceler-
ate its adoption and back-
track on changes to its provi-
sions that had damaged its
credibility among investors.

After Prime Minister
Silvio Berlusconi met with
leaders of his ruling coali-
tion on Tuesday they
announced the package
would again include a
wealth tax and pension
reforms and raise the VAT
sales tax.

Nizami
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fugitives Paresh Barua and

Nurul Amin to appear before
the court within October 3.

India's Ulfa (United
Liberation Front of Asom)
leader Paresh Barua and
former additional secretary
of the industries ministry
Nurul Amin are among the
11 newly charge-sheeted
accused in two cases of arms
haul.

The court fixed October 3
for the next hearing and
ordered to submit the copies
of advertisement on that
day, said Additional Public
Prosecutor Nazrul Islam
Sentu.

Earlier, nine newly
charge-sheeted accused
including Nizami and for-
mer state minister for home
Lutfozzaman Babar were
produced before the court
amid tight security. Their
lawyers sought bail for them
on grounds of sickness.

The court on June 29
issued arrest warrants
against Paresh Barua and
Nurul Amin and ordered
attachment of their prop-
erty.

Two police stations on
August 7 submitted reports
on the execution of arrest
warrants against Nurul
Amin while reports on
Paresh Barua are yet to be
submitted.

BNP saw
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greater army support for

BNP particularly from the
rank of major and below.

Salauddin was of the
opinion that the mutiny had
significantly weakened the
AL government that “was
not acting like a party with
260 of the 300 seats in parlia-
ment, in a way that could
show the leadership needed
during a crisis.”

When the army was very
aggrieved, BNP thought that
army support for the party
had increased.

Initially, BNP pledged
support for the AL-led gov-
ernment but it took a much
more partisan stance on
February 28, according to a

cable. While its standing
committee issued a state-
ment urging patience, peace
and unity, a separate state-
ment from its office secre-
tary blamed the government
for making the situation
"more complex."

[t went on to say the gov-
ernment "could not take
timely steps to prevent the
killings of army officers and
their family members" and
the torture of women and

children who lived on the
BDR compound where the
rebellion broke out.

Teesta failure unfortunate
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proved a big blow also to

Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina who wanted
India to reciprocate her bold
steps in addressing India's
security concerns and its
long-time request for transit
through Bangladesh.

The Teesta crash brought
down with it two other key
deals: sharing the Feni river
water and letting India use
Chittagong and Mongla
seaports to transport goods
through Bangladesh terri-
tory.

Amid criticisms both in
India and Bangladesh,
Manmohan said, "I was
hopeful that during this visit
we would be able to come to
an agreement on the sharing
of the waters of the Teesta."

It is unclear how long it
will take for the two coun-
tries to reach a new agree-
ment on Teesta. However,
Manmohan's remarks sug-
gest that fresh negotiations
will be needed to reach an
agreement and Mamata's
role will be crucial in making
it successful.

Manmohan arrived in
Dhaka on Tuesday becom-
ing the first Indian head of
government to visit
Bangladeshin 12 years.

He said he asked his coun-
try's officials "to intensify
their efforts towards finding
a viable formula which does
not cause undue distress to
all those, in India or in
Bangladesh, who are
dependent on the flows of

theriver".

Saying that water is a
sensitive issue he, however,
hoped that the two countries
can agree on 'cooperative
arrangements based on the
principles of equity, fair play,
and no harm to either
party".

He said Ganga Water
Treaty signed in 1996 is one
such example which has
stood the test of time.

On Bangladesh's concern
about Tipaimukh Dam
project in India, he said, "I
wish to make a public state-
ment and make it clear that
India will not take steps that
will adversely affect
Bangladesh."

"India will not, I repeat
and assure you, India will
not take steps that will
adversely affect
Bangladesh," he said.

In his 27-minute speech
on "India, Bangladesh, and
South Asia", Manmohan
touched on border prob-
lems, extremism, tenets of
Islam, and civil society.

He said both India and
Bangladesh are vulnerable
to the forces of extremism
and terrorism, which
threaten state systems, and
impede social and economic
progress.

"It is of paramount
importance that we work
together to confront this
challenge.”

Bangladesh, he said, has
firmly rejected extremist
ideas and achieved success
as an open, moderate, and

vibrant society and democ-
racy.

About border-related
violence he said the two
countries are working to
reduce such incidents.

He called for greater
cooperation between the
border forces to ensure that
illegal trans-border activi-
ties do not cast any shadow
on bilateral relations.

Manmohan said India
and Bangladesh have set up
a joint Empowered Group to
reduce travel times for pas-
sengers on the Maitree
Expreess between Dhaka
and Kolkata.

Speaking about com-
monality between the two
countries, he said both the
countries have been deeply
influenced by the tenets of
Islam, which teaches peace,
compassion, and virtuous
living.

"For centuries, our peo-
ple have lived and wor-
shipped together in har-
mony. Even today thou-
sands of Indians and
Bangladeshis from all creeds
go to seek solace at the
dargah in Ajmer Sharif," he
said.

Dhaka University Vice-
chancellor Prof AAMS Arefin
Siddique, and Pro-vice-
chancellor Prof Harun-or-
Rashid also spoke on the
occasion, which was largely
attended by ministers, MPs,
educationists, diplomats,
members of the civil society,
teachers, and students.

Frustratingly different
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found meeting with journal-
ists from their country, brief-
ing them about the develop-
ments both off-record and
on-record and thus keeping
them updated.

India has a long-held
practice of holding separate
media briefings exclusively
for Indians during regional
or international conferences
or VIP visits.

In contrast, Bangladeshi
journalists find themselves
chasing their country's
officials to get information,
papers or any sort of brief-
ings.

Consider what happened
yesterday after the two coun-
tries signed 10 MoUs and
protocols following talks
between Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
and his Bangladesh counter-
part Sheikh Hasina.

Interestingly, Bangladeshi
officials suggested local
journalists visit the Indian
External Affairs Ministry
(MEA) website to download
details of the deals.

In such a situation, the
local press always finds the
MEA website is prompt and
all necessary documents are
available. Like in the past,
the media in Bangladesh
found all the state-
ments/summary of all deals
and full text of agreements
and MoUs instantly on the
MEA website. Even, the
media used documents from
the MEA for publication.

The “Digital Bangladesh”
website of the foreign minis-
try offered a “coming soon”
message for documents on
the “Agreements, MOUs and
Protocols signed between
Bangladesh and India: 06
Sept, 2011", but coming soon
continued till filing this
report at 5:00pm yesterday.
However, those were later
uploaded in the foreign
ministry website.

The government's apathy

to inform the media about
what is going to happen with
India was demonstrated all
along. The media made their
reports on the Indo-
Bangladesh developments
making their own efforts.

The only formal briefing
from the government was
done on September 4 by
Foreign Minister Dipu Moni
where her versions on what
was going to happen did not
reflect the reality. She had
claimed that the signing of
Teesta deal would definitely
take place.

Even when Indian Foreign
Secretary Ranjan Mathai on
September 5 through a press
briefing clearly indicated
that the Teesta deal would
not be possible this time,
Dipu Moni at an informal
briefing at the Ganobhaban
at 10 pm on the same day
claimed that the deal was on.
She said the Indian foreign
secretary had not explicitly
said anything on cancelling
the deal. She also said they
were “constantly in touch
with India” and had received
no formal information that
the deal would not be signed.

On such VVIP visits and
major events, the Press
Information Department
(PID) coordinates the media
on behalf of Bangladesh
government. The PID was
contacting the press accord-
ingly till September 4, when
officials personally con-
tacted journalists and asked
them to contact the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) for
covering the official talks.

The PMO allowed just one
reporter for each media
house. No photographer was
allowed.

The PID usually arranged
security passes for media to
cover such major events, but
this time no security pass
was issued for reporters.
Except allowing them for the
signing of agreements and
press statements by the two

PM, the print media was not
allowed to cover any other
events of the Indian PM. But
the Dhaka University issued
invitation cards for some
media persons to cover
Manmohan's speech there
yesterday.

After the official talks and
signing of deals, there was no
instant press briefing at the
PMO. When this correspon-
dent asked the foreign minis-
ter on the spot whether she
will brief the press now or
tomorrow about the out-
come of the visit, she said no
decision as yet, and she was
too busy to talk.

And next day (Wednes-
day) morning, she left for
Germany to lead the
Bangladesh team at the
public hearing at the UN
court on maritime dispute
with Myanmar on the Bay of
Bengal.

The foreign office
informed the media yester-
day afternoon that Foreign
Secretary Mijarul Quayes
will brief the press on
Thursdayat4:30pm.

But Indian External
Affairs Minister SM Krishna
briefed the accompanying
Indian journalists on board
the flight to Dhaka on
Tuesday when he made it
clear that Teesta deal will not
be signed.

The Indian foreign secre-
tary briefed his country's
media after the official talks
and signing of agreement,
and on Manmohan's visit to
Bangladesh Tuesday eve-
ning. He again briefed the
Indian media prior to the
PM's departure from Dhaka
yesterday afternoon.

The PM or external affairs
minister may brief journal-
ists on board the flight to
New Delhi, Indian sources
said.

Indian govt
introduces

key land bill
in parliament

AFP, New Delhi

India's government intro-
duced a new land acquisi-
tion bill in parliament yes-
terday to address the con-
cerns of farmers whose
fields are purchased for the
nation's rapid industrial
development.

The bill, intended to
replace a more than cen-
tury-old law framed by
India's former British colo-
nial rulers, seeks to give
farmers fairer prices for
their land -- a politically-
charged issue that has
delayed many large-scale
projects.

The long-awaited legis-
lation is to be referred to a
parliamentary committee
for consideration and the
final version expected to be
submitted to lawmakers
during the next session of
parliament for approval.

Rural Development
Minister Jairam Ramesh
said the Congress party-led
government hoped the
legislation would be
approved in December.

"The law will ensure the
need for faster growth,
faster urbanisation and
faster industrialisation is
balanced with the need to
protect the interest of land-
owners,” he said ahead of
the bill's introduction.

"Balance is the key," he
added.

The bill was proposed in
the final days of the current
session of parliament,
whose work has been para-
lysed by nationwide anti-
corruption protests target-
ing the scandal-racked
Congress government.

Acquiring land for facto-
ries, roads, housing and
other projects has created
battlegrounds across India.
Many farmers say they have
been forced to sell at below-
market rates and robbed of
their livelihoods.

Bangladesh
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Bangladesh and its neigh-
bouring country Pakistan
continue to rank very low
while a number of emerging
economies enter the top 30.

Switzerland remains the
world's most competitive
economy, according to the
Geneva-based forum.

The yearly report is based
on publicly available data
and a survey of 14,000 busi-
ness leaders in 142 coun-
tries.

In terms of quality of
overall infrastructure and
GDP (gross domestic prod-
uct) per capita, Bangladesh
is ranked 129th out of 142
countries.

The global competitive-
ness ranking is done on the
basis of 12 indicators: insti-
tutions, infrastructure,
macroeconomic environ-
ment, health and primary
education, higher education
and training, goods market
efficiency, labour market
efficiency, financial market
development, technological
readiness, market size, busi-
ness sophistication and
innovation.

India is ranked 56th this
time, down from last year's
51st, and Sri Lanka 52nd, up
from last year's 62nd.
Pakistan is ranked 118th, up
from 123rd last year.

Tripura ofters power tor connectivity
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Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) at Sonargaon Hotel
duringalunch meeting.

The FBCCI hosted the
lunch in honour of the four
chief ministers of Indian
states. The four had come to
Dhaka with Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh.

Manik Sarkar said power
generation of the plant will
increase to 2,000MW in future
as different studies show that
Tripura has huge gasreserves.

He said Tripura is also
ready to increase the number
of land customs stations
along its borders with
Bangladesh, from the existing
seven, to boost trade with
Bangladesh.

Sarkar also said waiving of
tariff on the export of 46 gar-
ment items is not everything.
“Both the governments
should sit soon to simplify the
process so that the 46 gar-
ment products could be

exported smoothly,” he said.

At the same time,
Bangladesh should facilitate
Indian states so that they can
use the Chittagong and
Mongla ports soon for trans-
portof goods, he added.

Sarkar urged Bangladesh
to join hands with seven
north-eastern states of India,
Nepal and Bhutan and build a
tourism circuit like Malaysia,
Indonesia and Thailand has
done.

At the meeting, Chief
Minister of Meghalaya state
Mukul Sangma urged promo-
tion of trade and commerce
between Bangladesh and the
north-eastern states ofIndia.

“We are ready to actively
participate to explore the
opportunities of this region
for future generations, like in
health and education sec-
tors,” he said.

Chief Minister of Mizoram
state Lal Thanhawla thanked

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
for stopping border insur-
gency. “Earlier, the insurgents
used to create trouble in the
bordering areas, but it has
stopped now,” he said.

Chief Minister of Assam
state Tarun Gogoi said, “We
have to increase the connec-
tivity. We have to increase the
people to people contact in
this region. It might take a bit
of time. But it is possible to
increase trade and commerce
through increasing connec-
tivity.”

Bangladesh Finance
Minister AMA Mubhith said,
“We need to eliminate the
distrust between us. We need
regional collaboration...We
can ensure welfare of a vast
population of this region by
increasing trade.”

Welcoming the Indian
move for approving duty-free
entry of 46 garment products,
Commerce Minister of

Bangladesh Faruk Khan said
trade should be used as a tool
for development of this
region. “But, the Indian gov-
ernment should also remove
all non-tariff barriers,” he
said.

FBCCI President AK Azad
said, “We suggest opening of a
land port at Demagiri to pro-
vide opportunities to north
eastern states of India as well
as Bangladesh for export and
import of forest products and
other goods. On energy coop-
eration, we call for taking
immediate steps to formulate
an energy trade agreement
between Bangladesh, India,
Nepaland Bhutan.”

Abdul Matlub Ahmed,
president of India-
Bangladesh Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(IBCCI), said billions of dollars
could be invested in different
sectors if both countries work
together.



