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2 generals sought US support tor coup

FROM PAGE 20
League minister Lt General
(retd) Noorudin Khan had
asked for support from the
US government in ending
Bangladesh's administra-
tion in 2004 and bringing a
government of national
unity consisting of senior
leaders from both the major
parties.

Also, another ex-chief of
Bangladesh Army and
standing committee mem-
ber of BNP Lt Gen (retd)
Mahbubur Rahman, had
told the US ambassador that
the military would always
look to the US government
for a signal to go ahead with
acoup.

Thomas was referring to
his encounters with the two
in quick successions on
September 13 and 16 in 2004
when they had asked for
such supportand signal.

The ambassador dined
with Noorudin on
September 16, 2004 when
the latter sought US assis-
tance in bringing a govern-
ment of national unity to
power and ridding
Bangladesh of Sheikh
Hasina and Khaleda Zia
through a series of mass
agitations.

According to the cable,
the ambassador told
Noorudin that the US sup-
ports democracy and stabil-
ity and cannot sanction any
extra-constitutional means
of removing the govern-
ment.

A member of AL govern-
ment's cabinet in 1996,
Noorudin responded that
Bangladesh's future is hos-
tage to two women who
cannot put aside their differ-
ence for the nation's sake.
He accused the Bangladesh
government of bankrupting
the military.

He said the seven top
generals, whom he derided
as the "malevolent seven’,
were classmates of the then
prime minister Khaleda's
brother Major (retd)
Eskander. They were chosen
for their loyalty and not
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Lt Gen (retd) Noorudin
competence.

The government had
started the politicisation of
the officers’ corps during
Khaleda Zia's first term
(1991-96) and Sheikh Hasina
during her tenure (1996-
2001) had accelerated it, he
added.

The ex-army chief recom-
mended General Abu Tayeb
Mahammad Zaahirul Alam
(called Gen Zahir), com-
mandant of the National
Defense College, for taking
charge of the country.

Gen Zahir is a true sup-
porter of democracy and
would form a government
with competent ministers
from both parties for two to
three years to improve the
country's weak institutions,
draft a new constitution, end
corruption and attract much
needed foreign investment
before holding internation-
ally observed democratic
elections, he said.

He further alleged the
administration then had
feared coups even from
Eskander's batchmates and
sidelined Maj Gen Rokon to
the Quartermaster Corps
earlier in 2004 because he
was thought to be a threat to
the government.

Noorudin, resigned from
Awami League in early 2004,
frustrated with its inability
to focus on the future. He
accused Hasina of losing her
cards after the August 21
egrenade attack that year.

Instead of calling for an
independent investigation
and taking the moral high
ground, she insisted on

o\ ,‘2 »
Lt Gen (retd) Mahbub

repeated strikes and
attempted to bring the gov-
ernment down. She lost
popular support and an
unintended consequence
may be that the government
no longer felt compelled to
solve the crime, he said.

He said an interim mili-
tary government is the only
alternative to continued
dynastic politics. He said
Khaleda Zia's two sons --
Tarique Rahman and Arafat
Rahman -- would terrorise
the country, extort money
from businesses and ruin
the economy:.

He also belittled the polit-
ical abilities of Hasina's son
and sister, asserting they
were equally corrupt and
venal like the Rahmans.

Noorudin, in part,
blamed himself for the coun-
try's current predicament.
He said when Bangladeshi
military dictator Gen Ershad
was forced out of office in
1990, then Pakistani military
chief Alam Beg, an old friend
and colleague, sent him an
emissary urging that
Noorudin become the
President.

As he refused, Alam Beg
asked whom should
Pakistan support. Noorudin
recommended Pakistan
support BNP because it
consisted of military officers
and small businessmen he
believed would lead the
country in the right direc-
tion.

Pakistan then used the
Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) to fund BNP and India's
Research and Analysis Wing

(RAW) began funding
Awami League. Such fund-
ing continued to this day, he
said, adding: “We have
become the playground for
India and Pakistan.”

He also claimed that New
Delhi was unhappy with
Sheikh Hasina's perfor-
mance and funded both
parties during the 2001
elections.

He said RAW funded
Tarique Rahman, who
pledged to win over his
mother on gas exports and
water sharing differences
but was unable to do so. He
predicted New Delhi would
work hard to bring Hasina
back to power in 2006.

According to the leaked
cable, Noorudin said the
government is catering to
the "disastrous policies” of
Islamic parties in the four-
party ruling coalition to
ensure its win in the 2006
elections.

He blamed the govern-
ment's decision to ban
books of the Ahmadiyya sect
and not to follow-up on
attacks in Sylhet on the then
British high commissioner
in Bangladesh and city
mayor on its need to protect
the Islamists.

On September 13, 2004,
Lt Gen Mahbubur Rahman,
also a BNP lawmaker, told
Thomas that the military
would always look to the US
government for a signal to go
ahead with a coup.

The US government had
played a positive role in
helping to thwart two poten-
tial coups in 1996 and a no
from the US government
would always carry weight,
Mahbubur said.

While expressing disdain
for Sheikh Hasina and
Khaleda Zia, he predicted
that Bangladesh would be
under dynastic leadership
for at least another genera-
tion.

He said the army viewed
itself as Bangladesh's only
respected organisation and
did not want to interfere in
civilian politics.

Khaleda agreed
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Rahman spoke with the US

embassy and confirmed it of
Khaleda's decision to leave.

"Dr Rahman said Coco's
[Koko] arrest, coupled with
threats by the military to file
charges against Zia and 'cre-
ate more trouble for' Tarigue,
left Zia with no other choice,”
the cable said.

"Dr Rahman claimed the
only condition the family is
seeking to impose is the
release of Tarique on bail on
compassionate grounds with
permission to travel abroad
formedical treatment.”

US Ambassador Patricia A
Butenis paid her farewell call
on the BNP chief at a small
functionroom at the Sheraton
Hotel in Dhaka on May 25,
2007.

Accompanied by a note-
taker, the US ambassador met
Khaleda Zia and Zubaida
Rahman privately before
having a broader political
conversation that included a
dozen party functionaries,
largely unknown, according
tothecable.

It said Khaleda, noticeably
thinner but still elegantly
coifed and attired in a lace
sari, turned to her daughter-
in-law to plead Tarique's case
and appeal for US and inter-
national support.

An articulate pediatrician
who normally says little at
social functions, Zubaida
argued passionately that her
husband was being falsely
charged and abused out of
envy over his mass popularity
and his unwavering commit-
ment to national service.

Handing over copies of
medical reports dating back
to 2003, she said Tarique
should be given bail on
medical grounds and
should be shifted out of the
general jail population to
the special quarters
reserved for social elites,
the cable said.

The cable said: "Khaleda
Zia urged the ambassador to
support her embattled sons
Tarique and Koko, asserted
she was ready to leave
Bangladesh but the govern-
ment failed to get her a Saudi
visa, said she has no contact
with the military, and is mysti-
fied by the military's actions
and objectives."”

Tarique was the most
influential BNP leader during
the tenure of the last BNP-led
coalition government. He

used to run controversial
Hawa Bhaban, an alternative
power centre of the govern-
ment.

He had been appointed
BNP senior secretary general
in 2002 following demands
from the party's young lead-
ers who also forced the then
President Badruddoza
Chowdhury to step down in
June the same year.

Tarique and his associates'
involvement in corruption,
and their interference in
government activities drew
widespread criticism.

But in the meeting with the
US ambassador on May 25,
2007, Khaleda and Zubaida
stoutly denied that anyone in
the family has money or prop-
erty overseas. Khaleda said:
"Blame the corrupt but my
familyis not corrupt.”

Khaleda claimed to be
surprised by the military's
actions against Tarique and
Koko, whowas "verysick.”

The then BNP secretary
general Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan spoke about
reported corruption of
Khaleda's sons and others.

"On March 18, [of 2007]
Bhuiyan bitterly criticised to
us former Prime Minister Zia
for allowing her sons, broth-
ers, and other relatives and
political intimates to indulge
in unbridled corruption,”
read the cable.

He said BNP members
who were not in Tarique's
faction complained about
him privately. They some-
times mentioned his corrup-
tion and heavy-handed tac-
tics, but what appalled many
of them was his youthful
arrogance.

Bhuiyan said some
claimed to be threatened by
intelligence services as a
result of their anti-Tarique
stance.

“It takes a party leader of
Saifur Rahman's stature as
finance minister and a party
founder to survive losing
challenges to Tarique's influ-
ence in party affairs, which
was driven only by Saifur's
desire to protect the interests
ofhis own notoriously corrupt
son, BNP MP Nassir
Rahman,” the cable said
quoting Bhuiyan.

The BNP chief did not
leave the country in the end.
But her two sons went abroad
on parole for treatment in
September and May, 2008 and
are still out of the country.

Together,
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manner we have been

doing till now, there is no
challenge that we together
should not be able to over-
come,” she said.

The premier made the
remarks while addressing
the banquet hosted in
honour of the visiting
Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh at Pan
Pacific Sonargaon Hotel in
the capital.

“This is the opportune
moment for both our
nations to seize the oppor-
tunities presented to us
and work together in the
best interest of our people.
The first steps towards this
end were the decisions we
had taken during my visit
to India in January 2010,”
Hasina said.

Welcoming the Indian
premier to Bangladesh,
she said, “Let me reiterate
my government's stead-
fast resolve to continue
strengthening our two
countries' relations, and
to work together for the
common good and pros-
perity of our peoples.”

“We face many com-
mon challenges such as
food and energy security,
terrorism, natural disas-
ters resulting from global
warming, poverty, sustain-
ing economic growth in
the face of global eco-
nomic and financial
uncertainties, to name a
few,” Hasina said.

The premier said both
governments reached
understanding in areas as
diverse as demarcation of
land boundary, sharing of
waters of rivers Teesta and
Feni, connectivity, power,
renewable energy, elec-
tronic media, education,
and conservation of the
common heritage of the
Sundarbans.

“Indeed, our discus-
sions today were held, as
among the best of friends,
in an atmosphere of com-
plete harmony of views
and mutual respect,” she
said.

Hasina said Bangladesh
and India share a common
heritage in respect of cul-
ture, values, language,
history and geography.
“However, our two coun-
tries' relations were

we could

defined in 1971 during our
struggle for independ-
ence.”

“It is impossible for us
to forget the supreme
sacrifice your people
made, even in terms of
lives, for the sake of our
cause. This year, on the
40th anniversary of our
independence, we have
taken the first steps
towards setting history in
its right perspective. We
took the decision to confer
the Bangladesh Freedom
Honour on Sreemati Indira
Gandhi for her seminal
role in the liberation of
Bangladesh,” the premier
said.

Describing Bangladesh-
India relationship as at
historic juncture, Hasina
said, “Apart from our coop-
eration in many fields, we
jointly celebrated the
150th birth anniversary of
our common heritage--
Rabindranath Tagore.”

Mrs Singh Gursharan
Kaur and distinguished
guests from India, among
others, were present at the
banquet.

Extradition
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Chetia, who is the Ulfa's

general secretary, is cur-
rently lodged in a Dhaka
jail. He and his two associ-
ates were arrested in Dhaka
on December 21, 1997 and
sentenced to seven years
for illegal intrusion and
possession of firearms.

Last month, India's
Minister of State for Home
Mullappally
Ramachandran said New
Delhi has taken up secu-
rity-related issues, includ-
ing handing over of Chetia
and various Indian insur-
gent group leaders report-
edly hiding or detained in
Bangladesh with the
Government of
Bangladesh.

However, the issue did
not figure in talks between
the two governments at the
interior ministers' level in
July this year.

Chetia has sought asy-
lum in Bangladesh and
refused to return to India,
even after his jail term ends
here, apprehending inse-
curity of his life.

Details of the deals
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had been envisaged during
the wvisit of the Prime
Minister of Bangladesh to
India in January 2010. The
Joint Communiqué issued
on that occasion notes that
the two prime ministers
agreed to put in place a
comprehensive framework
of cooperation for develop-
ment between the two coun-
tries, encapsulating their
mutually shared vision for
the future.

The Framework
Agreement on Cooperation
for Development signed by
the two prime ministers on
September 6, 2011 in Dhaka
provides the template for
future cooperation between
India and Bangladesh.

2. Protocol to the 1974
Land Boundary Agreement

The protocol to the agree-
ment concerning the
demarcation between India
and Bangladesh and related
matters signed yesterday
between the foreign minis-
ter of Bangladesh and the
external affairs minister of
India seeks to address all
outstanding land boundary
issues and provide a final
settlement to the India-
Bangladesh boundary. The
outstanding issues
addressed include (i)
undemarcated land bound-
ary in three sectors viz.
Daikhata-56 (West Bengal),
Muhuri River-Belonia
(Tripura) and Dumabari
(Assam); (ii) enclaves:; and
(iii) adverse possessions.
The undemarcated bound-
ary in all three segments has
now been demarcated. The
status of 111 Indian enclaves
in Bangladesh with a popu-
lation of 37,334 and 51
Bangladesh enclaves in
India with a population of
14,215 has been addressed.
The issue of adversely pos-
sessed pieces of land along
the India-Bangladesh bor-
der in West Bengal, Tripura,
Meghalaya and Assam has
also been mutually finalised.
The boundary settlement
has been concluded keeping
in view the aspirations of the
people.

3. Addendum to the MoU
between India and
Bangladesh to facilitate
Overland Transit Traffic
between Bangladesh and
Nepal

The MoU seeks to facili-
tate rail transit to/from
Bangladesh and Nepal by
using the Rohanpur-
Singhabad route as agreed
during the visit of Hon'ble
Prime Minister of
Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina
to India in January, 2010. It
also facilitates rail transit
between Bangladesh and

Nepal using Indian territory
through the Radhikapur-
Birol line once the
Bangladesh portion is con-
verted into broad-gauge.
The signing of this MoU will
facilitate bilateral trade
between Bangladesh and
Nepal.

4. MoU on Conservation
ofthe Sundarbans

The MoU seeks to facili-
tate cooperation in the areas
of conservation of
biodiversity, joint manage-
ment of resources, liveli-
hood generation for poverty
alleviation and develop-
ment, cataloguing of local
flora and fauna and studying
the impacts of climate
change. A working group
would be set up to imple-
ment the activities under the
MoU. The MoU is valid foran
initial period of five years
which can be extended
further through mutual
consent.

5. MoU on Conservation
of the Bengal Tiger of the
Sundarbans

The Protocol on
Conservation of the Bengal
Tiger of the Sundarbans
provides for bilateral coop-
eration in undertaking sci-
entific research, knowledge
sharing and patrolling of the
Sundarbans waterways on
their respective sides to
prevent poaching or smug-
gling of derivatives from
wildlife and bilateral initia-
tives to ensure survival and
conservation of the Bengal
Tiger in the unique ecosys-
tem of the Sundarbans. The
protocol also provides for
cooperation to promote
understanding and knowl-
edge of Bengal Tigers,
exchange of personnel for
training and promotion of
education.

6. MoU on Cooperation
in the field of Fisheries

The Memorandum of
Understanding between the
Government of the Republic
of India and the
Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh on
Cooperation in the field of
fisheries seeks to promote
development of cooperation
in fisheries and aquaculture
and allied activities between
the two countries through
joint activities,
programmes, exchange of
scientific materials, infor-
mation and personnel. A
joint working group would
be setup to facilitate cooper-
ation under the MoU and
review progress. The
Ministry of Agriculture of the
Government of India and
the Ministry of Fisheries and
Livestock of the
Government of Bangladesh
would coordinate imple-

mentation of the MoU. The
MoU would be valid for an
initial period of five years
and can be extended further
through mutual consent.

7. MoU on Cooperation
in the field of Renewable
Energy

The Memorandum of
Understanding on coopera-
tion in the field of renewable
energy between the
Government of the Republic
of India and the
Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh
aims to establish the basis
for a cooperative institu-
tional relationship to
encourage and promote
technical, bilateral coopera-
tion in the areas of solar,
wind and bio energy on the
basis of mutual benefit,
equality and reciprocity.

8. MoU on Educational
Cooperation between the
Jawaharlal Nehru
University and the Dhaka
University

An MoU on educational
cooperation between
Jawaharlal Nehru University
and Dhaka University was
signed between the vice-
chancellors of the two uni-
versities in Dhaka on
September6,2011.

Considering the large
number of students from
Bangladesh pursuing their
academic career in India,
especially at the Jawaharlal
Nehru University in New
Delhi, a formal mechanism
on Educational Cooperation
between Dhaka University
and the Jawaharlal Nehru
University would foster and
institutionalise existing
cooperation between the
two universities.

The MoU is designed to
be a framework agreement
for educational cooperation
between the two institutions
whereby the two sides
express their commitment
towards cooperation in
identified sectors Social
Sciences, International
Relations, Computer
Science etc -- through the
annual calendar of events.
The MoU is expected to
benefit scholars and
researchers of both India
and Bangladesh.

9. MoU on Cooperation
between Doordarshan (DD)
and Bangladesh Television
(BTV)

An MoU on cooperation
between the Doordarshan,
India and the BTV,
Bangladesh was signed by
the representatives of two
organisations in Dhaka on
September 06, 2011.

Under the agreement,
both the public broadcasters
would make available live
telecasts of news, cultural

and educational
programmes for mutual
broadcast. Doordarshan
and BTV may also broadcast
live of any specific events
such as visit of high dignitar-
ies to each others' countries
or of cultural events of sig-
nificance. Further, they
would explore the possibili-
ties of jointly co-producing
television programmes.
Doordarshan, having a well
equipped staff training
institute for carrying out
training in advanced broad-
cast techniques for its staff,
will endeavour to provide
such training to BTV in the
fields of programme pro-
duction, technology and
management. In addition,
Doordarshan may also
provide consultancy on
technical services to BTV.

The agreement would
provide an opportunity for
BTV and Doordarashan, in
general, and DD Bangla, in
particular, to telecast its
programmes in India and
Bangladesh, respectively.
The MoU is intended to
redress, to the extent possi-
ble, the paucity of
Bangladesh programmes on
IndianTV.

10. MoU between the
National Institute of
Fashion Technology (NIFT),
New Delhi and BGMEA
Institute of Fashion
Technology (BIFT), Dhaka

The Memorandum of
Understanding on
Academic Cooperation
between National Institute
of Fashion Technology
(NIFT), New Delhi and

Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and
Exporters Association
(BGMEA) Institute of
Fashion Technology (BIFT),
Dhaka seeks to promote
cooperation between the
two institutes in the areas of
exchange of students and
faculty and training and
research activities concern-
ing design, management
and technology. The MoU
defines the principles, pol-
icy guidelines & procedures
of cooperation.

NIFT is a statutory insti-
tute under the Ministry of
Textiles, Government of
India. It was set up in 1986 to
train professionals to meet
the requirements of the
textiles industry. The insti-
tute has pioneered the evo-
lution of fashion education

across the country through
its network of fifteen centres.

BIFT, established in 1999 by
the BGMEA, is affiliated to
the National University of
Bangladesh.

Getting free of fears
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explanation for it. According
to them, because the sea is
close by, these clouds form
in the skies. It made me
wonder if a similar phenom-
enon could be seen on our
seashores.

Dar es Salaam seemed to
rouse itself from sleep on
Sunday, after five days of
holiday. The roads are quite
in good condition and peo-
ple appear to be careful
about following the rules of
the road while driving or
using it in other ways. And
yet there is a break in the
rhythm. Once that happens,
traffic chaos similar to what
happens in Dhaka takes
over. However, the sort of
chaos which descends on
Dhaka when everyone tries
to rush past a traffic signal is
rare here.

Today, you can spot a
whole of people on the
roads, in markets and in
offices. It made me wonder
where all these people had
been just a day earlier.
Today, on a working day,
how did they manage to
come together all of a sud-
den as it were? Men and
women all look enterprising
in this place; and there are
many offices and business
establishments which are
administered by women. No
one feels diffident about
work.

Dar es Salaam is unlike
Dhaka in the sense that
while construction work
goes on all over the latter, itis
nothing like that in the for-
mer. Almost everything
about the city is organised
and thus disciplined.
Residential areas, offices,
hospitals, bus stops and
markets are all kept in order.
The streets are quite neat
and clean. If one were to
travel to the eastern section
of the city, which faces the

sea, one would experience
the smell of fish wafting in,
which tells one that nearby is
to be found a colony of fish-
ermen.

The Tanzanian shilling is
quite expansive in nature
in that for one dollar you
come by more than sixteen
hundred of the local cur-
rency. Thus when you need
local currency for a hun-
dred dollars, you find you
have at the minimum one
lakh sixty thousand shil-
lings. Which is when Niaz
Patwary and M A Sattar
quip that whoever wishes
to be a millionaire must
buy a ticket for Tanzania,
hop on a plane and fly over
to Darus Salam. Of course,
he or she must have a thou-
sand dollars if that dream
of becoming a millionaire
is to be a reality.

In this country, people
use plenty of oil in cooking.
Qil is in rice and it is in the
chapattis. People have a
great fondness for all kinds
of meat. The elderly MA
Sattar, whose endless
humour has kept everyone
in high spirits, has just dis-
covered that people here
have loads of oil in their
physical being!

While working on the
internet at the Holiday Inn
Hotel, I managed to learn
quite a few Swahili terms
owing to my interaction with
a bellboy. Here, for "hello"
you use the term "jumbo”. If
your friendship with some-
one goes up by some
degrees, you can use the
term "mumbo” to express
"hello". "Sawa" means
"okay" while "asante sana"
is used to express thanks.
The response to "asante
sana’ should be "karibu",
which means "welcome" or
"vou are welcome". Also,
while saying farewell, one
can say "karibu". In times of

danger, one can use the term
"nisaidai, tafadali', which
translatesinto "please help".
At around 11, we all
moved out, to look for cam-
era equipment at Haidari
Plaza. As soon as we
explained our situation to
Khadia Adamjee, owner of
Panatech Limited, she
wanted to know who we
were and what we meant to
do. When we explained
things to her, she asked us
"Can I give you a piece of
advice?" To our affirmative,
she told us, "Please remove
your wallets from your back
pockets and keep them in
bags. Place the cameras too
in the bags. If you move
around the way you have
been doing, you will find
yourself in trouble and no
one can help you. Here two
persons, one in front of you
and the other behind, will
press on you and divest you
of your wallets so swiftly that
you won't even know how it
all happened. As for your
cameras, anyone at any
moment can simply run
away with them." After she
had finished, we broke into
"nisaidai, tafadali". She
broke into laughter. We too
had grins all over our faces.
But a certain terrifying
feeling had come into our
minds. If this is the reality on
the streets of a capital, then
how will people move
around? When we came
across such warnings for the
second day, we felt our spir-
its sink somewhat. Niaz was
clear about his feelings. "If
after climbing Kilimanjaro
we can go back home with
our lives intact, it will be a
relief." We laughed again.
Khadija wanted to know
how we meant to go to
Mount Kilimanjaro. We told
her about Marko. On hear-
ing our answer, she seemed
to fall from the skies. She

informed us that the man
was hoodwinking us since
one did not need more than
four days to climb
Kilimanjaro. By saying that
six days were needed, Marko
was perhaps planning to
leave us high and dry on the
trail.

Once again, we became
conscious of reality. We were
reminded of Sister Laila's
word of advice. She had
asked us not to trust anyone.
Now Khadija spoke to her
sister and arranged for us to
climb Kilimanjaro from
Moshi. She told us that once
we got there, we could make
our own arrangements to
climb the peak in a way we
would be comfortable with.
"That will be the best way",
she added.

And so we hit the road on
our own. We bought bus
tickets from Dar es
Salaamfor Moshi, each
ticket costing 28,000 shil-
lings. We smiled. For a six
kilometre journey 28,000
shillings!

Considering that we
needed to make our own
arrangements, we settled on
the camera equipment and
proceeded to do what
needed to be done. In the
evening, Babul, president of
the Bangladeshi community
in Darus es Salaam, came to
see us at the YMCA hostel.
We had a good discussion
with him about Tanzania. He
promised to introduce us to
government ministers,
tourism officials and others
once we were done with our
Kilimanjaro programme. It
was decided that the task
given o us, as tourism
ambassadors for
Bangladesh, by the
Bangladesh civil aviation
and tourism minister was
one that we could carry out
through such a programme.



