Indian
cabinet nods
to land bill

PT1, New Delhi

The Land Acquisition and
Rehabilitation Bill, which
provides for enhanced com-
pensation to land owners
and a slew of other benefits,
was yesterday approved by
the Indian Cabinet.

The bill, which was fast-
tracked in the backdrop of a
number of agitations in
parts of the country, will be
introduced in Parliament on
Wednesday, a senior minis-
ter said after the Cabinet
meeting chaired by Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh.

The Land Acquisition,
Relief and Rehabilitation
Bill, 2011 is believed to have
a proposal for compensa-
tion four times higher than
market rate to the owners.

The bill proposals include
a subsistence allowance of
3,000 per family per month
for a year and an annuity of
2,000 per family per month
for 20 years.
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MINING SCANDAL
Indian
ex-minister
arrested

AFP, Bangalore

Police in India's southern
state of Karnataka yesterday
arrested mining baron and
former state minister G
Janardhana Reddy over a
massive mining scandal.

An ombudsman said in
July that illegal iron-ore min-
ing had cost the public exche-
quer $3.6 billion from 2006 to
2010 and recommended that
the then chief minister of
Karnataka state BS
Yeddyurappabe prosecuted.

Reddy's arrest followed a
pre-dawn swoop by detec-
tives on his office and home
searching for documents
related to alleged bribery
and illegal mining in the
neighbouring state of

Andhra Pradesh.
Reddy was infrastructure

development minister of
Karnataka from 2008 to 2011
in the BJP state government
headed byYeddyurappa,

Floods in Pakistan
atfect 5m, kill 132

AFP, Karachi

Monsoon rains in Pakistan have affected up to five million
people and killed 132 others in a month, a senior disaster
official said yesterday, as the country braced for more wet

and wild weather.

Southern Sindh, a flood-prone province where authorities
said more heavy rain was expected in the coming days, was the
hardest-hitarea, with crops and many houses destroyed.

"The floods triggered by heavy rains have killed 132 people
and affected four to five million people,” doctor Zafar Qadir,
the country head of the National Disaster Management
Authority, told a press conference in Islamabad.

Qadir said most of those killed died as a result of falling
roofs, drowning and water-borne diseases.

An unknown number of women and children are among

the victims.

"The magnitude of the calamity is worse than our expec-
tations. We are facing difficulties with every passing time,"

(Qadir said.

"A total of 690,000 houses were damaged, in which
250,000 were completely destroyed,” Qadir said, adding

floods also killed an estimated 100,000 cattle.
Last year, the worst floods in Pakistan's history affected 21

million people and killed an estimated 1,750, with the south

again taking the brunt of mother nature.
Charities have accused Pakistan of since failing to invest

in flood prevention measures.

Sajjad Haider Shah, an official at the disaster manage-
ment authority in Sindh, earlier told AFP that 2.2 million
people have been affected and 300,000 displaced there.

INDO-BANGILA LAND
SwaP DEAL

Assam
witnesses
shutdown

HINDUSTAN TIMES ONLINE

Assam witnessed a nine-
hour shutdown yesterday, as
taking a rigid stand on the
proposed land swap deal
with Bangladesh the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad and BJP’s
Bharatiya Yuva Manch

jointly called for abandh.
The bandh, which was

supported by the Asom
Gana Parishad, partially
impacted life across the
state. However, educational
institutes were exempted
from the purview of the
bandh owing to Teachers'
Day celebration.

"The move to give away
our land to Bangladesh is
terrible. We're giving away
the land where our soldiers
had laid down their lives for
the sake of the nation," VHP
Assam unit leader Abhijit
Deka said.
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i# Grim search after 31
o8 dle in Japan typhoon
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* Rescue teams carried out a painstaking
- search yesterday for the missing after a
. typhoon pounded western Japan leaving at
" least31 people dead and more than 50 unac-
- counted for, local authorities said.

. Torrential rain brought by powerful
- Typhoon Talas, which made landfall
- Saturday and was one of the deadliest in
. years, caused rivers to swell and triggered
- floods and landslides that swept away build-
- ings, homes and roads.

. Police and firefighters resumed a search
- for the missing early yesterday, warning that
+ the number of victims was set to rise as the
. continued threat of landslides and damaged
" accessroutes hampered relief efforts.

. Inthe deadliest typhoon since an October
. 2004 storm killed nearly 100 people, floods
- triggered by Typhoon Talas gave rise to scenes
- eerily reminiscent of the aftermath of the
. March 11 tsunami that hit northeast Japan.

- In Nachikatsuura town, a railway bridge
- was swept into a river, while TV footage
. showed splintered trees, crushed houses
- and cars tossed onto walls and buildings by
- the raging floodwaters that inundated entire
. neighbourhoods.
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PHOTO: AFP
This photo shows a railway bridge collapsed in the Nachi river and residents of an affected town cross a dam-

aged bridge, inset, caused by severe flooding in Wakayama prefecture, western Japan yesterday.

By Sunday, Talas had been downgraded to
a tropical storm after it moved over Japan
and into the Sea of Japan (East Sea), the
Meteorological Agency said, but risks of
further landslides posed a threat to rescue
and recovery efforts.

The storm came after new Prime Minister
Yoshihiko Noda was sworn in on Friday,
replacing Naoto Kan, who was heavily criti-
cised for the government's response in the
aftermath of the March 11 disasters.

"We will do our best in saving lives and
finding the missing,”" Noda told reporters
Yesterday.

The Talas weather system, moving as slow
as 10 kilometres (six miles) per hour,
dumped 1.8 metres (six feet) of rain on a
village in Nara prefecture for five days
through Sunday, more than Tokyo's annual
average rainfall, said the Yomiuri daily.

Wakayama prefecture was the hardest hit
region, where 21 people were killed and 35
were missing. More than 200 rescue workers
continued the search onthe ground yesterday.

"We are struggling to get a hold on the cur-
rent situation... electricity is out and destroyed
roads are preventing our vehicles from going
into affected areas," said an official at the fire
departmentin Tanabe, Wakayama prefecture.

LATEST LEAKS

India's Mayawati sent
jet for sandals

AFP, New Delhi

Myanmar, N Korea
traded rice for arms

AFP, Bangkok

North Korea's Kim
does not trust China

AFP, Seoul
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the state government. Any

agreement that we conclude
will have to be acceptable to
the state government; at the
same time, it would also
have to be acceptable to
Bangladesh."

An official of the Indian
external affairs ministry said
Mamata was well informed
about the content of the deal
as she was consulted three
times before the draft was
finalised.

Indian National Security
Adviser Shiv Shankar Menon
and Water Resources
Secretary Dhrub Vijay Singh
met Mamata in Kolkata last
week and apprised her of the
treaty and other issues
including border demarca-
tion and enclaves.

In fact, Menon consulted

her twice in one week, the
official added.
Sources in India said

Mamata had objected to

for U-turn

alleged difference between
the quantum of Teesta
water-sharing between the
two countries in the first
draft of the treaty and its
final version.

She had agreed to 33,000
cusecs of water for
Bangladesh in the first draft
but was miffed when the
figure in the final draft was
hiked to 50,000 cusecs (a
measure of flow rate and
informal shorthand for
cubic feet per second).

Her aide Dinesh Trivedi,
who is also railways minis-
ter, had a heated argument
on the issue with Finance
Minister Pranab Mukherjee
on Saturday:.

Meanwhile in Dhaka, an
official of the water
resources ministry said the
agreement on Feni, another
common river, will not be
signed if the Teesta deal falls

through.
Contacted about the

uncertainty over Teesta deal,
a foreign ministry official
said, "We are not formally
informed about the devel-
opments. This is about their
internal politics. We are still
hopeful about the deals. In
fact, we have prepared our
final papers and waiting for
those to be signed.”

The deal on Teesta, which
originates in Sikkim and
flows through the northern
part of West Bengal before
entering Bangladesh, was a
big-ticket item on the
agenda of Manmohan's
visit.

The Indian sources said
Mamata is apprehensive of
the political fall-out from the
Teesta accord in the north-
ern districts of West Bengal
state, where people are
already upset over her gov-
ernment's signing of an
agreement with Gorkha
outfits for an autonomous
body to run Darjeeling hill

areas.

She fears the Teesta deal
might aggravate the drought
and flood situations in six
northern districts.

It is also understood that
Mamata has got a wind of
the possibility that her main
rival the Left Front was pre-
paring for street agitation if
she gives consent to the
50,000 cusecs of water to
Bangladesh.

Besides, she is aiming to
make political inroads in
northern parts of West
Bengal, traditionally a bas-
tion of her coalition partner
Congress party, to expand
Trinamool Congress' politi-
cal and electoral base there.

Protecting and expand-
ing political turfappear to be
more important to Mamata
than any diplomatic initia-
tive by the federal Indian
government, added the
sources.

Indian politi-
cian who styles
herself as sav-
iour of the coun-
try's downtrod-
den "un-
touchables”
sent her private
jet to pick up a pair of sandals, accord-
ingtoleaked US diplomatic cables.

Mayawati, who uses only one
name, is the chief minister of the
massive state of Uttar Pradesh and
head of the Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP), as well as being a member of an
"untouchable" (Dalit) caste herself.

US embassy cables from 2007 to
2009 released by the WikiLeaks
website in recent days describe
Mayawati, 55, as "a first-rate egoma-
niac" who "is obsessed with becom-
ing prime minister".

"When she needed new sandals,
her private jet flew empty to Mumbai
to retrieve her preferred brand,” a
cable dated October 23, 2008
reported, adding she employed food
tastersto guard against poisoning.

It added an account of Mayawati
making a state minister do sit-ups in
front of her as punishment for a
minor protocol error, and reported it
cost $250,000 to run as a BSP parlia-
mentary candidate due to "institu-
tionalized corruption”.

Myanmar's regime has allegedly
exported rice and other agricultural
commodities to North Korea in
exchange for arms, according toa US
diplomatic cable released by anti-
secrecy website WikiLeaks.

The July 2009 memo from the US
embassy in Yangon said that
Myanmar had exported about 20,000
tons of rice to North Korea through
military-owned Myanmar Economic

Holdings Ltd.
According to a well-placed busi-

ness source, Myanmar "has been
exporting rice and other agricultural
commodities to North Korea for over
five years in exchange for arms,"
added the cable, which referred to
"conventional weapons".

US diplomatic memos released last
year by WikiLeaks said Washington has
also suspected for years that Myanmar
ran a secret nuclear programme sup-
ported by Pyongyang.

A UN report published in
November said North Korea was
supplying banned nuclear and bal-
listic equipment to Myanmar, along
with Iran and Syria.

Myanmar has dismissed reports
ofits nuclear intentions and brushed
aside Western concerns about possi-

ble cooperation with North Korea.
Acivilian administration has been

nominally in charge of Myanmar
since March.

North Korean
leader Kim
Jong-1I1
expressed dis-
trust of his
country's major
economic prop
China during a
2009 meeting
with a visiting South Korean business-
woman, according to a US diplomatic
cable.

The cable released by anti-secrecy
website WikiLeaks summarises a
meeting between the US ambassador
in Seoul and Hyundai Group chair-
woman Hyun Jung-Eun, who had
recently returned from a meeting in

Pyongyangwith theleader.
The cable dated August 28, 2009

quoted Hyun as saying Kim had made
a comment about "not trusting”
China, without elaborating.

The cable depicts Kim in apparent
conciliatory mood, just months after a
long-range missile launch and a sec-
ond nuclear test sparked international
concern.

Discussing relations with the
United States, he told Hyun he had
altered some parts of the Arirang festi-
valto "fitAmerican tastes”.

The North'sleaderreturned late last
month from a visit to China, his second
this year to Pyongyang's sole major ally
and top trade partner.

ASHUGANJ POWER STATION COMPANY LTD.

(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)
Ashuganj, B.Baria-3402, Bangladesh

Fax: +88-08528-74014, 74044

E-mail: apscl@ apscl.com, apsclbd @ yahoo.com, Website: www.apscl.com
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Meditate like a Zen Monk [iEsEs et

“Experience fantastic changes in your personality, life and relationships”

Shafin de Zane, the world famous Hypnotherapist & author of Redefine Your Reality
is teaching small groups of students in Dhaka how to do self hypnosis & meditation.
magine diving info an incredible experience of deep medifation so powerful... if immediately
begins to create profound, positive changes in the structure of your nervous system and
personality! If you would like to boost your mental powers fo unheard of levels, eliminate most
so-called "dystunctional” teelings and behaviours, and attain a level of happiness and inner
this program is for you, First leam to hypnotize yourself
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peace few people ever experience -
and then combine the powers of meditation and your spiritual system to quickly move to @
ou can manifest efforfless miracles in your dally life.

much hig lu—rh: el of concsiousness wh BIE Y

: . o o) | RO ARSI AN $| €98
’ 2 Toreceive a free copy of our life chmngmg Foundation Course and for registrafion, call v8) | weoa wzareTad ol 3| TIENE (STECAAD)
9662016,9668636,01190017791-95 ) | W W & | TG 1O GOV CHII (A0S, §Tovle, R-TOM-0803, AT |
Redefine Your Realiy Self Hypnosis and Meditation System - 3 Day Worksho A5 PIETS SERUREL WSS OIEL | ] PIEA ety gt i e e NS
Date: 08-10 & 15-17th September, 2011 Time: 5-10pm everyday _ | L
Venue: BRAC Center, Mohakhali Visit: RedefineYourReality.com/Live : a'g /)
%in Qur Glohal Famil Uf[ Students And Cﬁﬁ?{gr“‘ Your fiﬁﬂ Foreyer (riim}

affragnfian, wiede, BT |

PELL .

This event is proudly Hpnmumi by: Abdullah & Abdullah Consultants Litd.




