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Several hundred flood-hit people of Tala, Satkhira Sadar and Kalaroa upazilas bring out a procession on Satkhira-
Jessore Road yesterday, urging the government to declare the affected areas as 'disaster zone'.

'Declare flood-hit areas in

Satkhira disaster zone'
Hundreds of affected people hold rally, procession

OuUR CORRESPONDENT,
Satkhira

Several hundred flood-
affected people in the dis-
trict held a rally, brought out
procession and put up barri-
cade on Satkhira-Jessore
highway yesterday.

They submitted a mem-
orandum urging the gov-
ernment to declare the
flood-affected areas in
Tala, Satkhira Sadar,
Kalaroa upazilas and some
parts of other upazilas as
disaster area.

Demanding adequate
relief for the flood victims,
they also called upon the
government to re-excavate
the silted Kabodak and
Betna rivers to get rid of
flood in the areas.

They also opposed con-
struction of a sluice gate at a
cost of over Tk 11 crore on
the river Ichhamati at
Shakhra point in Debhata
upazila as it would not help
drain out the flood water.

Satkhira Nagorik
Committee, Kendrio Pani
Committee, Banbhasi

Sanghati Mancha and
Kabodak Bachao Andolon
jointly organised the
programine.

The rally was held at
Shaheed Abdur Razzak
Park with Satkhira Nagorik
Committee convener
advocate Abdur Rahim in
the chair.

Speakers at the rally said,
over four lakh people in the
district remained marooned
since August 2 as rainwater
and waters from the silted
Kabodak and Betna entered
into the areas overflowing

their banks.

The waterlogged people
now passing miserable days
for lack of food, shelter, pure
drinking water and medi-
cines, theysaid.

After the rally the flood-
affected people brought out
a procession in the town and
put up a 5-minute barricade
on Satkhira-Jessore highway
to press home their
demands.

Later, they submitted a
memorandum to the prime
minister through the deputy
commissioner (DC).
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A large number of people gather on Muktarpur Bridge in Munshiganj to gossip and enjoy the evening on Saturday,

the last day of Eid holidays.

FOOD POISONING

Woman dies,
4 of tamily
fall sick

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Satkhira

A housewife died of food
poisoning while four others
of her family fell sick at vil-
lage Shobhnali in Assassuni
upazila on Eid day.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Sufia Khatun, 38, of

village Shobhnali.
The other victims are

Mujibar Rahman, 48, hus-
band of Sufia and their three
daughters Tanzila, 12,
Shahida, 8, and Sharmin, 5.
They were admitted to
Assassuni health complex.

Quoting local people
police said, the victims took
dinner at about 9:30pm on
the Eid day on Wednesday.
They fell sick at dead of night
and Sufia Khatun died with-
out treatment.

Local people rescued the

other victims and took them
to Assassuni upazila health
complexin the morning.

In Netrakona, police recov-
ered the body of a housewife
from her house in Fakirer
Bazaar Saha Para area of
Barhatta upazila on Saturday

afternoon, reports UNB.
Victim Kalyani Saha,

25, mother of a child and
wife of Anil Saha of the
upazila, allegedly com-
mitted suicide.

Talks today to
end deadlock at
Barapukuria

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

The ministry concerned
will hold a meeting in the
capital today to end the
indefinite strike at
Barapukura coal mine.

Engineer Quamruzzaman,
managing director of
Barapukuria Coal Mine
Company Ltd, said high
officials of Petrobangla,
BCMCL, labour contract
company XMC, and three
leaders of the miners and
workers union will join the
today's meeting.

Md Mojibul Ferdous,
upazila nirbahi officer
(UNO) of Parbatipur upazila
told this correspondent that
he had already informed the
TU leaders about the meet-
ing scheduled to be held at
the Ministry of Power,
Energy and Mineral
Resourcesat 12:00noon.

The BCMCL officials are
optimistic about positive
outcome of the meeting.

Around 1,200 contractual
miners and staff of
Barapukuria coal mine went
on an indefinite strike on
August 23 demanding regu-
larisation of their jobs.

At least six meeting were
held in the last 13 days
between the leaders of the
agitating miners and the
officials of BCMCL and XMC
to resolve the crisis. But the
meetings yielded no positive
results.
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One person was killed and at least 15 others
were injured in a clash between two rival
groups of Awami League over capture of a
pond at Khan Mahmudpur village in Santhia
upazila of the district yesterday:.

Police and locals said the supporters of
Abdul Awal, secretary of a ward unit of
Dhopadaha union Awami League swooped
on the men of Ziaul Islam Zia, an activist of
the union AL, when they went to capture the

pond at the village at around 9:30am.
The rival AL men used sticks, iron rods

and other lethal weapons during the clash,
leaving at least 16 people from both sides
injured. One of the injured named Abul
Kalam Azad alias Mukti, 35, brother of Ziaul
Islam Zia, succumbed to his injuries on way
to Pabna Medical College and Hospital while
the rest are undergoing treatment at Santhia

Upazila Health Complex.
Officer-in-Charge (OC) of Santhia Police

Station SM Bazlur Rashid said police dis-
persed the clashing groups and brought the
situation under control at around 12:30am.
Additional police have been deployed in the
areato avert further clash, he added.

Our Jhenidah correspondent reported
that at least 25 people were injured in a clash
between two rival groups of villagers in Putia
village under Sadar upazila yesterday.

Police raided the village soon after the
incident and arrested 20 people for their
alleged involvement in the clash.

Locals and police said the clash was a
sequel to afeud between the two groups-one
led by Moksed Joarder and the other by
Tasirul Islam-over Putia Union Parishad

election held in June this year.

*NATIONAL

One killed, 15 hurt as
rival AL men clash
over pond capture

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Following an altercation between some
supporters of Moksed and Tasirul in the
morning, the rival groups equipped with
lethal weapons attacked each other, leaving
atleast 25 people from both sides injured.

Of the injured, Moksed Ali Joarder,
Shahidul Islam Joarder, Abdur Razzak, Abdul
Mannan, Awal Khan, Shamsul Islam, Pikul
Hossain, Travel Hossain, Khairul Islam,
Nayeb Ali, Montu Hossain, Sukur Ali,
Monowara Khatun and Monjur Rahman
were admitted to Jhenidah Sadar Hospital
and Magura Hospital while the rest given
first aid at different clinics in Jhenidah town.

Officer-in-charge (OC) Igbal Bahar of
Sadar Police Station said they have arrested
20 people on charge of their involvement in

the clash.
Meanwhile,

the supporters of

Tabolchhari UP chairman injured two ruling
party men at Tabolchhari Bazar under
Matiranga upazila of Khagrachhari district

on Saturday, reports our correspondent.
The injured are Matiranga upazila Awami

League member Shamsul Alam, also a free-
dom fighter, and Jamal Uddin, secretary of

Tabalchhariunion Jubo League.

Officer-in-charge of Matiranga Police
Station Mohammad Abu Yusuf quoted
local people as saying that 10-12 support-
ers of Tabolchhari UP Chairman Abul
Kashem attacked the ruling party men at
Tabolchhari Bazar at around 9:30am. He
said the incident was a sequel to a conflict
between the ruling party men and the UP
chairman over establishing supremacy in

the bazar area.
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Gruesome killing ot
youth by outlaws

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Magura

Gruesome killing of a youth
allegedly by outlawed
Sarbahara Party's local
leader Awal and his accom-
plices in broad daylight at
village Piarpur in Sreepur
upazila on Saturday has not
only sent a wave of panic
among the people in the
area but also triggered
violent protest.

Agitated people, failing
to set fire to the houses of
the culprits, vandalised
three of those in the early
hours of yesterday.

They also staged proces-
sion in the area yesterday
morning demanding imme-
diate arrest of Awal and his
accomplices.

Meanwhile, a few villag-
ers were seen fleeing the
village yesterday fearing
retaliation and further clash
inthe area.

Nazmul Hasan, 24, was
hacked to death by the gang
led by outlaw Awal on

Saturday. Two others --
Zakir Hossain, 20, and
Hamidul Haque, 18, -- were
critically injured as they
were also hacked with sharp
weapon when they tried to
resist the gang. Both were
admitted to Magura Sadar
Hospital.

Police and locals said,
the gang led by the local
leader of outlawed outfit
Sarbahara Party in broad
daylight cut off the tendons
of Nazmul's both legs as he
reportedly helped police to
arrest Zillur, another
accomplice of Awal. Son of
Abdus Sattar of adjoining
Mortojapur village, Zillur is
accused in several criminal
cases.

Nazmul succumbed to
his injuries at about 6:30pm
when he was being shifted
to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) as his
condition deteriorated at
Magura Sadar Hospital.

Meanwhile in Pabna,
police arrested two out-
lawed operatives of PBCP

triggers protest

(Purba Banglar Communist
Party) Janajudhha faction
from Dhulauri village of
Santhia upazila early yes-
terday and seized two fire-
arms, 6 bullets and sharp
weapons from their posses-

sion, reports our correspon-
dent.

The arrestees were iden-
tified as Md. Abdul Hakim,
25, son of Eman Ali of village
Goyeshbari and Mukul
Hossain, 30, son of Majnu
Khan of village Ataikula in
Santhia upazila.

Both are hardened
operatives of outlawed
PBCP Janajudhha faction,
police said.

Officer in-charge of
Santhia police station SM
Bazlur Rashid said a police
team raided Dhulauri vil-
lage at about 5:00am yes-
terday when the criminals
were holding a meeting
there. During the raid,
police caught them red-
handed with the firearms,
the OC said.
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