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WHAT'S ON
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irt Extibition

Trthes Triterie 10 WaRammasd
Libwia

‘Venue: Bengal Galerp of ine:
Ariz, Dhanmand

Bate: July 1231

5ol Painting Exhibition
At Al Kalam Shamssdiin

erwse Galbery Impreisiant,
BT, Gulshan Aserese

ok by TRy

Rirne: Blam-3pn

Veane: Galery (hirah, 8-,
H-, Dharmend

Date: july F-Nag 1

Thmve: 10arm-3pm

Tapesiry Exhibition
Artist: Tjel bam
Wernie: Gallery Coomes,
Baliagh

Ot Juby 22-hg §
Time: Tlam-Ypm

Group Photography
Exhibition

i Titkir Mk - Thn v | Idyibap
B Eathe-SNL H 16 Rl 8,

| bhawmed

Bt by H-diguit 4

Fllm Screening
Filrn: Abowe Water, Soured of

erna baethe-Imiiug, H
10, Rd 9, Dbanmend
[t July 31

- Binadini
Troupe: ks Theate
Venue: Mabional Beare Hal,
Shilpakala Academey
Bate: Juky 30

Shokha Tamare
Pailey
Songs of Atul
Prasad,
Rajnikant and
DL Roy ren-
dered by Auditi
Mohsin
Source: Bengal

SHIUMON SENGHFTA

Lubna Mariom -- aesthets, danseuse,
danee ploneer, teacher, choreogra-
pher and impresario & a ploneerdng
figure in the contempaorary South
Askan cultural scenario. Danghiner of
illusirious parents Colomsel Cuazl
Nooruzzaman and Professor Sultana
Zaman, Lubna Marium haz dedi-
cated a lifetime to the promaotion of
culture, particulady danee and ather
performing arts, She 13 the director of
Shadlona -- a center for promotion
af Sowth Asian performing ars, amd
principal of Kalpataru -- a school of
dance, music and arts in Thaka This
interview provides an insight into the
fascinating mind and work of this
creaiive personaling

I undersiand you had planned to
train a8 an architect, but somewhers
vou changed course. Who or what
inspired you to dedicate a lifetime 1o
the arts, particularky dance?

Lubeina Mariurm: As a child Iwas a
bookworm, nose dipped deep into
vialumees [ eould Banely hold, and thas
an introsert. Forunately, both my
parenis were liberal and progressive
Bengalks who wanted their children to
understand amd love their culnre. We
aiblings were therefore enrolled into
thie daree and musie classes at BAFS
Drancing gave me wings and rans-
formed me. Subsequently the Lan-
gage Movernent came to s a5 a
grear culiural impetus, It made us
aware of our cultural roots, helpling vs
diebe deeg into our creative con-
sriousness Then 1971 (the Liberation
War) happensd, which opened g yet
anodher horizon,

A friend of mine and 1 visited
Ealakshetra and Ealamandalam (bwo
phomeering centers for revival of
danee and performing arts in south
Imdia) in search of dance. Those wers
hiowewer ot thmes in Bangladesh
wihen gitks consclowsly chose to take
up a career in the performing arts.
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Following the conventlonal caneer
path, I itherefore started studying
architecture, However by then the
dance-bug had bitten me already. So
mild-way, abandoning my plans of
becoming an architect, [went off to
Kalakshetra to learn danece -- primar-
iy Bharatnatyam. Subsequenthy,
there were personal problems, 50 1
came back to Dhaka, got immersed
in ralsing a family and earning a
living: In those days there weren't
any opportunithes in Dhaka and one
had to po to India o teadn noclassheal
dance; my danee lessons came to an
abrupt e,

Although years later I once again
started training in dance, this tme in
Manipurl with Shantibala Devl in
Bangladesh, | realized I had missed
thi g and itwas wo late o ake up
dancing as a career. 5o, [ thought of
weays in which young people eould
train in Bangladesh without having
b leave haorme. Thus, ‘Shadhona’ was
b, Alirmur Rahman, our chaliper-
son and & very Ingpliring individual,
alvowed s how Beautiful our clasal-
cal arig are Since then, the scope of
our work has increased manifold.

Oine ol the things that eome
across consistently in your works is
the strong element of aesthetics.
Mozt of the dance productions that
one sees now-a-days have a lot of
grandewur but lack the element of
aesthetic relinement and resiraini.
The productions of Shadhona are
noded exceptions in this regarnd, How
did you imbibe this rather rare sen-
sibility?

Lushirea Marium: We need o
understand the purpose of art, lierss-
ture and musie. I these are nevela-
tions of our inner consclousness,
then the mediums of art are mers
viehleles of expression. | feel, what we
‘meed o express' must take prece-
dence over "how we express’ i In
fact the artiste too 18 an msirument
of representation. Once we under-

stamd the fundamental purpose of
art, aesthetic reflnement or restraint
a3 you call it will come naturally. For
example even if you write Shake-
speare in pold, s the words that will
always malier more.

I howewer, don't think aestheties
i3 a rare sensibiing [ think it i Innate
to nature and humans. Nature i3 near
perfect, Falk art and music are skm-
ple, but beautiful. This faculiy gets
destroyed when the purpose of art 1a
other than the joy of creatbon. Onee
there is genuine joy in creation, ass-
thethes Mow naniralhys

Mo two Shadbona productions
have been similar and you have
always presented something new.
There's also a sense of ereativiby
experimentation and innovation
(introducing jarz, serial and westem
contemporary dance in Bangladesh)
that sets Shadhona apart. Can you
tedl us something abour this?

Lubmna Marium: [ do have the
alsility to recognikse talent and ghing
it irs due 1o the masimum extent 1
can. Having mysel, withered avway
opporunities In my carly life, 1 keep
urging yvoung talented artgies bo
ke use of thelr abilities and posh
thedr own Boundaries.

Alsao, | keep myself abreast of artis-
tle veniures the warld over. Presently
there is a great meeting of antistle
muinds and genres taking place all
over the world. And, that is how bt
should be, The arts have to be 8
teflection of the tmes in which they
were created. In dance ethnograply,
wi learn that "moverment’ iself s
‘culnral Enewledge”, Our world has
changed, We live in urban jungles, we
communicate through the ether-net,
Onur aris (oo must reflect the tdmes
we are living in. Fifty years hemce,
connolssenrs should be able to
recognise the era in which a plece of
art was created. However, at the same
e 1 arm also a great admiver of
tradition. If our foundation is strong.

They trbed 1o make me go to relial 1 zald no no mo

ek, I've been black but when | come back you'll

Sang: Rehab

E
F Al

]

He aald 1 just think you’re depressed
[ aln't got the dme and if my daddy thinks I'm fine F
[ F C

This me, yeah baby, and the rest
He's iried to make me goobo relual [ won't go o go

Albsum: Back to Bladk [2005)

Lyric and turee by Amry Winehowse

I'm gonna, 'm gonns boce oy baly

So I always keep a battle near

Am

we increase our potential to branch
oul. South Axian ars are definively
'mytho-poethe’ in natre -- dance
wiith {18 entire lanpuage of hand-
moverments; the raga system express-
ing mepods af tme and season, We
need to build on the strong founda-
thons of traditlon and then move on o
claiming new frontiers of art.
Shadhona has done some pioneer-
i work in reviving alost exinet

dance/martial arts forms - Lanhi

Khela and Charpa dance for example,
Could you elaborate on this?

Lubna Marium: At Shadhona, we
have been working on a folk-
narrative, and needed movemenis

thar better express the narrative. That
started me off on a search for indige-
nous dance forms. | was astondshed
to find, in Bangladesh, some beawtl-
ful performing iraditbons which
included vibeant dance forms --
Paddwiar Nechon, Lathikhela, fari We
coaaledn't juse bearn these traditions
and ipnore the practitboners who
have nuriured and preserved them
with almost no patronage. Thus the
"Robi Cholo Lathi Khell' project
started. Similarly, we are working on
a Buddhist nareative, which incarpo-
rates the anclent “Charyapada” lyrics,

Again, | went a-searching and found

Charya Nrfiya -- a Tanirie dance

A range of notes

Musical instruments given to primary schools

guest at Chirlrbandar upazila Parishad.
- bd. Ahsan Habib, Upazila Education

EKoNGKoN KARMAKER, Dinajpur

Musical Instruoments, including hammo-
niburn, tabla and other devices, wera
handed over on Thursday o primary
schools of Chirirbandar upazila of

Dinajpur. Upazila Edwcatlon

Depanment of Chirirbandar initiated the
project to fued interest in musle among

amsdenis.

Bl Amdrul lsbam, Upazila Mirbahi

Officer of Chirirhandar upazila, was also

present and chakred the discussion.
The institutes that received the instre-

et were Serajul Huda Govt. Primary
School, Jagannathpur Govi. Prirmary
School, Chitirbandar Model Gor,
Primary Schoaol, Amtall Gove, Primsary
School, Phulpur Enmbdanga Gove.
Primary School, Haskmpur Mollalpara
Govt. Primary Schiool, Bholanathpuy

- Of Art, Aesthetics
< and Shadhona

which has its own set of hand-
gestures. This bed me 1o researching
o the origing of our language of
hand-movemenis, In fact, my inter-
&=t 15 Im the entire gamut of work
dealing with the boady-mind connec-
than, on which practices like ‘yoga'
are based. Lets see where this search
Takes me.

Your latest institutional initiative
heis heeeta Kalpatar -- the cesire that
yirid heave et up for tesching and
bearning dance, theatre and other
creative arts for children. Can you
tell us something about thar?

Lubna Mariome [ feel sad with
young peaple puiting so much
imyportance n knowing the scionces,
and ghving the arts 8 secondary pole. 1
get frustrated with so much
resolrces belng spent on material
wizalth and so litde on art, 1 get frus-
irated with the millions belng spent
on cricket and foothall and so Hitke
OF BLIF 04T arts. Bat, I'mnoan optimdst
I think human belngs are far too
intelligent to self-destruct this world,

I weould like Kalpatar to grow into
a creativity cemtre. An integral part of
Kalpataru {at Banan, Dhaka] ia
"Mancha' -- a armall auditorium that
i used by students of the school, as
well as other artistes for their perfior-
mances. It ks aimed ar providing
resldents of Dhaka, particularly in
the Gulshan-Banani-Baridhara areas,
a forum to experience and en|oy
performing arts. Hegarding
Kalpataru, I firmly beliewe that the
arts shoaild be an integral part of a
child’s education as Tapore had said,
time and again. This world s “ooe®
and we understand [ts oroth through
sciemce, bt the wosld ls also joyous
and beauniful, and we can learn o
appreclate its beawty through the
practice of the arts.

SHUMON SEMGUPTA IS &N INDIAN AESTHETE,
WITH A BEEF INTEREST IN BARGLADESH ARD
BEWGALL CULTURE. HE WS TILL RECENTLY THE
COUNTRY CIRBCTOR FOR SAWE THE CHILDREN
UK 1N BANGLADESH.

Concert for a cause

A CORRESPONDENT

Brittanto "71, an organisaton that works to generate
interest in the Liberatbon War and Instilling lis spirit
among youngaters, arranged a charity concert at the
Matlonal Indoor Stadivm, Mirpur, Dhaka o July 28.
The concert feamred the band Shironambhin and singer

Rajil and Porshi,

The alim of the concert was to rakse funds for
Brittanto *71's charity health concern Sheba Kutle, The
argandsers infarmed that Sheba Kty will offer free
healthean: to the underprivileged across the countey

Internatonally renowned artist Shahabuddin for-
mally launched the arganksation through drawing a
sketch. Among others, lawmaker Waresat Hossaln Belal

anended the programme.

Up and coming singer Porshi kicked off the concert.
The teenage artiste rendered several songs, including
covers of the familiar “Cirey Samparwala” and “Shona

Bondhn®™

Rajiby teok the stage after Porshi. His reperntoine
included “Ami Ekla Manunsh®, “Phirey Esho Bl Antore®,
the popular Shah Abduld Earim numbser “Agey Ki
Shundor Din Kataltam® and another elassie "Chumbkd

Art competition for children

in Chittagong

ARUN BixasH DEY, Clmagsveg

About 200 children - some of them
reciled peeims, S0ME Sang SO
and rest were cheering to prowide
encouragement. These children
assembiled at a cormrmunln cenine
in the port cliy to take part in the
‘Rafl Smriti Art Competition’ on
Thursday aftermomon.

The children, students from dif-
ferent schoaols in the clty and oui-
skirs, made the beat woe of the
apporiunly to show thelr talents

Ankita, a student of play group,
sang the dhyme “Twinkle Twinkle
Linde Star®, while Firoza, a student
of class two, reciied the Thgore
poen “Mirjhorer Swapna Bhanga”.

Then started the competitlon.
Stidents remalined focused in draw-
ing. They also used different pastel
colours to paing the pdonires. The
competition was categorised in
thres groups: siudents from nursery
oy class twn wete o bt jundos
group, clastes three to six were put
into intermediate group and classes
SEVET 0 len were pul into senbor
Eroup,

The jundor group drew whatever

they wanied, while the intermediate
group had o draw on the themse
“my country”, and senbor group's
theme was “Dream Cliy".

Professor lasim Uddin, director
of Fine Arts Instiiute of Chinagong
Unbversiny, was present as the chief
judge at the competithon. The paned
of judges conslsted of three artists,

The comipetition was jointhy organ-
Bed by Chilldren Leukaemia Assistance
& Suppart Services (C1ASS) and Rotary
& Rotaract Chub of Isdarnabad Itwas
thi 13th competition, named afrer
Fafi, a 13-year old boy who died of
beskaemmia ir 1997, His parents fommesd
CLASS to help lekasmks patients and
arganise the competitlon eseny year in
hibs mwetery.

S benkaemia patients joined the
competition.

Thirty-nine prizes were awarded.
Three first prizes, for each group,
included prize bonds worth Tk
1000, & certificate and a medal and
thirty special prizes included a
medal and & certificate while all the
participants were swarded with
participatory certificates,

Tanisha Mahajan from BAWA
Schonl, Saraban Tahira frorm Saknr

Parshi sings at the concert.
Chaolechhey Eka Pothey™.

shironamhin rocked the asdience with nine songs,
They started with *Cafeteria” and continued for appros-
irmately an hour with songs including *Bhalobasha
Meph®, "Eka”, “Pakhi®, “Shutjo”, "Bondho Janala™ and the
popular Moheenér Clhaoragall number “Privhilsba Maki®

Scholastkca School and Samira
Binfe Alam frorm BAWA Schoal were
awarded top prizes in junior cate-
ROry

Firoza Mehzahin from Linle
Tewels School, Pushpa Jahan Titly
fram Orehid Kindergaren Schoal
and Shaon Jahan from BN, School
gol op prizes in intermediate cate-
gorles.

Belal Hossalkn from Moon
Acaderny, Tahsin Junayed from
Bayezid Lane School and Promoy
Chowdhory Shubiho from
Chittagong Govt. High School god
tap prizes in the senlor section.

Rotarkan Kamal Uddin wias pres-
ent as the chief guest at the prize

Queen to mark Mercury's 65th birthday with album launch

Mized album of
Bhawaiya songs

Shopnocharira
Mixed album
Source: Mavenz

G
E: A They tried to make me go to rehab [ sald no no no
I'd rather be at home with Kay r
e z S Yes, I've been black but when [ come back you'll
I[Eajn L ot seventy days @ ko, know, know
1]
Cos there's nothing, there's nothing you can teach E e
:'E Al I dom't ewver want (o drink again
: F Ab
l:hallr:.anlleamfmmn.-!ri-[mhamy I Just, ooh | just need a friend
i E Am
[dhﬁin et aiot e clasy I'm il goana spend ten weeks
F Ah
Bast I kmon it don! i huoi gl
b b bttt i Have everyone think I'm on the mend

C €]

They tréed to make me go to rehab 1 2ald no no no ::'5“'“ Just my pride

i
s, I've been black but when 1 comee back you'll
I, krony, ke

L& F
[ aln't got the tdme and if my daddy thinks I'm fine
C F L

He's iried 1o make me go to rehab [ won't go go go

;! Arm

The man sald why do you think you here?
F Ab
I zabd 1 got no bdea

It's just il these tears have dred

L
They tried to make me go to rehab 1 sald no no no
C
Yes, I've been ack bt when 1 come back you'll
ko know, know

L F
I aln't got the time and if my daddy thinks I'm fine
L F c

He's tried to make me go to rehal [won't go go go

Officer of Chirirbandar, distributed the
instruments (o 10 primary educatbonal
instintes of the upazila, Headmasters of
the schools recebved therm from the chibef

Govt. Primary School, Jotramdhanpos
Primary School, Lakkhipur Shantibazas
Primary School and Dakkhin Polashbard
Govi. Primary School,

LAUNCHING CEREMONY
et Uami | Hr.unlm-......r-n-nnm

Sgwvial & i

Amy Winehouse r

Arny Winehouse could have passed away
fromn the effects of quitting alcohol too
quickly after vears of heavy drinking.

Ar present the “Rehal® singer's canse of "
death ks unknown but bt is posafble her docd- E
ahon o ry and quit booze completely after -

“Gaa Dui Bangla®, a mixed audio album featuring artistes from both Bangladesh and
India, was launched recently at the Canference Lounge of National Press Club. The
album, produced by Divine Music, features solo and duet songs rendered by Shaon
Chowdhury, Rizia Parveen, Alka Yagnik, Anuradha Paudwal, Mitali Mukherjee, Sumona
Chakrabarty, Chandrey Singh, Shreya Ghoshal and Hasib Ahmed Chaton. Among
guests, poet and lyricist Fazal Shahabuddin (2-L) and music director Alauddin Al (2-R)
wrarg prasent at the album Runch.

Saturday.

the canse of her death.”
Reports had sugpested the 27-vear-old siar L' g
had been drinking heavily and had possibby )

veard of heavy drinking could have cansed f
her body a shock or sedzure which killed her "
at her horme n Camden, north London, last

A source said: “Abstinence gave her body
such a fright they thought It was eventually

taken dregs in the days leading up to hes -
death, but her father Mitch has refuted the glite.
claimis, insisting the opposite is e,

The source added to The Sun newspaper:
“He has warnted everyone o kuow that he,
hier boyfriend Reg Teavids and her manager
believed it was actually the complete oppo-

up completehy

ay have died

tromtman Freddie Mern

I rendary singer woul

CHAMMEL i
1245 Hhong tinemar Gan
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giving ceremany with Advocate L HED
Humayun Akther Mostaque in the o St G N aiat
chair. BANGLAVISION QL0 Shesock Bokne:
Osman Ganl Mansus, chalrman 45 AmiEkhen ki karb Q40 RepeMes
of CLASS, sald that after losing his s BasghfemrAm giss psh Howd
zon Rafll he finds comforn in encone- :: E‘" o t':l““
aging children. W e i Nl
Manaur, resident editor of the
Shokaler Khabor, Chittagong . Star Workd
bureau, urged everyone to be more IE ﬂm“' E m“ﬂ
aware of leukaemia and extend thelr RoE - Tkt Shaaiad S e M Tl
helping hands to treatment of the P M0 Whiecolbr
leukaemla pathents. 138 rwer Bor a0 e
Desh TV e o
i —— Mational Geographc
D&M Behlmapsth Channel
W5 fearFahion 130
1238 Tetaldports 330 mw
Baichakhi TV 010 Flanet Mechanics
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“The Miracle”, “Innuendo’

SOURCE: INTERMET

NEWS BULLETIN

from quitting alcohol | g, s

00 prou5:00 pre. 00 pan. 1:E0pmi B0 7-15pm.

“He sakd doctors had todd Aty to gradually
reduce her intake of alcohol and 1o avoid
bingeing at all costs. Ay told him she could-
n't do that. It was all or nothing and she gave | e e, ey

i B e s
“niteh sabd the shock of giving up, after - L
|‘ everything she had been through over & bad mmnﬂm"n Eﬁww
u ezt n all R
4 # few years, was just too el for ber to take . I"". . e Panglal 2531 e,
A post-maoriern was held on Monday, the CHARMEL:| &30 prm, B30 pr, E30 p,
day before Amy's funeral, to try and deter- ek i e e T o ey
mine the canse of her death bt the results Et“m pm, 1230 am :Hw: m:“?;hn
were deemed inconclusive and medical offi- “a.mim. 70 pin. 1umm"' m, i
o clals are awalting the results of histology and ET:;'NM‘N E-'M ——
toxicology tests. {1:00pm, S00pm, M4ipm . 11200 o, 12800, S000m,
A souirce tobd the Dally Mirror newspapes: ;::;ﬂiim- flff?.:'-“im 200,

wioaild head out late at night or even in the
eatly howrs of the morning to see friends

“Mo ane really knows what she did afier she
wias checked on by her doctor an By and
before she was found desd at 4pm the next dag

“There is a possibility she beft her horme at
anme paoint during the evening, and some of
her friends believe she may have headed out
later."

S “She had a chaotic lifestyle and often ghe
Ay

Sourte: Inbernet



