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2nd Test from today

England want more like Lord's

\r | Cricket

AFP, Nottingham

England will look for more of the same
against India in the second Test at Trent

Bridge starting here on Friday.
They thrashed the tourists by 196 runs

on Monday, with James Anderson taking
five for 65 in front of a full house at Lord's
inthe 2,000th Test of all-time.

England, who will replace India at the
top of the 1CC's Test table if they win this
four-match series 2-0 or better, had things
pretty much their own way at Lord's, with
Kevin Pietersen making a double century,
Matt Prior a reviving second innings
hundred and Stuart Broad returning to
his best bowling form.

And even when dropped catches or
contentious lbw decisions, for which
there are no reviews this series because of
Indian objections to ball-tracking tech-
nology, went against England, it made
little difference.

"We know we're playing really, really
good cricket at the moment,” said
Anderson. "Everyone's chipping in --
and if we need someone to step up,

generally someoneis.
"We're trying to improve each day, as

individuals and as a team. If we can do
that, we know we can do great things."”

Anderson, often a beneficiary of the
swing friendly conditions on offer at Trent
Bridge, has dismissed Sachin Tendulkar
six times in seven Tests, including lbw for
12 in the second innings at Lord's to leave
the India great stranded on 99 interna-
tional hundreds.

"When you get him out you know it's a
keydismissal, so we knowwe've gottobe on
top of our game todo that,” Anderson said.

England had a huge break at Lord's
when Zaheer Khan broke down early with
a hamstring injury and then didn't bowl
atallin the second innings.

England have a doubt over fast bowler
Chris Tremlett, unable to train on
Wednesdaybecause of a tight hamstring.

If Tremlett is sidelined, fellow Ashes-
winner Tim Bresnan will be recalled.

Rahul Dravid was the only member of
India's celebrated top order to make a
century at Lord's but the likes of
Tendulkar and Venkatsai Laxman will be
keen to post a significant score.

So too will 21-year-old left-hander
Abhinav Mukund, opening while
Virender Sehwag recovers from a shoul-
derinjury.

Sehwag has an unrivalled ability to
attack the new ball whereas Mukund, who

made 49 and 12 at Lord’s, is a far more
orthodox opener.

"Idon'twant to replace Sehwag or play
like he does, because it's not possible,”
Mukund said. "I just want to go out and
play how [ know. If it comes off it will help
the team."

And he insisted India were well-
capable of demonstrating the resilience
that had taken them to the summit of Test
cricket during the rest of this series.

"Being the world number one, the
India team has conquered a lot of chal-

lenges on the way here.
"We've come here to take up this chal-

lenge, and will definitely give it a good
fight."

SQUADS
ENGLAND (from): Andrew Strauss (cap-
tain), Alastair Cook, Jonathan Trott, Kevin
Pietersen, lan Bell, Eoin Morgan, Matt
Prior, Stuart Broad, Graeme Swann, Chris
Tremlett, James Anderson, Tim Bresnan.
INDIA (from): Abhinav Mukund, Gautam
Gambhir, Rahul Dravid, Sachin
Tendulkar, Suresh Raina, Venkatsai
Laxman, Mahendra Singh Dhoni (cap-
tain), Harbhajan Singh, Praveen Kumar,
Ishant Sharma, Zaheer Khan,
Shanthakumaran Sreesanth, Amit
Mishra, Yuvraj Singh, Munaf Patel,
Wriddihiman Saha.
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England fast bowler James Anderson (2nd from L) and batsman Eoin Morgan (R) do the strength test during a train-
ing session at Trent Bridge in Nottingham yesterday, ahead of today's second Test against India.

Tigers' travel
hassle

SPORTS REPORTER from
Johannesburg

The Bangladesh cricket
team ran into some compli-
cations on their journey to
Zimbabwe for a Test and
five-ODI tour in Doha yes-
terday. After their long stop-
over in Doha the Tigers and
the accompanying journal-
ists were denied passage to
Johannesburg because they
were without South African
transit visas, the possession
of which is a new regulation
for passengers passing
through South Africa. The
BCB were apparently
unaware of this new rule,
and after communication
with the authorities in South
Africa, the situation was
resolved and the team con-
tinued on their journey after
aone-hour delay.

Four leave
for S'pore

SPORTS REPORTER

Four Bangladeshi cricketers
left Dhaka yesterday to play
in the IA T20 Super Chal-
lenge Cup in Singapore that
begins today.

Alok Kapali, Sohrawardi
Shuvo, Naeem Islam and
Syed Rasel will all play in the
ICS Lions side in the four-
team tournament with
Australian paceman Shaun
Tait being their icon player,
replacing Lasith Malinga of
SriLanka.

Malinga's compatriot
Sanath Jayasuriya, Paki-
stan's Shoaib Akhtar and
former New Zealand speed-
ster Shane Bond are the
other famous names in the
competition which has been
organised by the Singapore
Indian Association.

ICS Lions take on Sentosa
Challengers in the opening
game of the three-day com-
petition.

Bangladesh

FROM PAGE 16
In the other matches, West

Bengal beat Maldives 77-71
after leading the first half 45-
36 points. Shuvash scored 23
and VV Pillay 20 for the win-
ners while Jilal caged 24 and
Afsan 12 for the losers.

Malaysia posted a 78-61
victory over Bhutan. The
winners led the first half by
41-35 points.

Galden caged 24 and
Kesang 13 points for Bhutan
while Tan scored 18 and Sim
12 for Malaysia

Z.aheer blow

FROM PAGE 16
Dhoni, asked if Gambhir was

doubtful for the second Test,
replied: "As of now, yes."

If he were ruled out Rahul
Dravid, as happened in the
second innings at Lord's,
would be promoted to open
the innings with Yuvraj Singh
in line to take Gambhir's place
in the team.

Lochte breaks record,

but at cost of Phelps

% Swimming

AFP, Shanghai

America's Ryan Lochte broke a 19-month
record drought and deepened Michael
Phelps's season of woe Thursday as he won a
thrilling 200m individual medley at the World
Championshipsin Shanghai.

In a high-tempo evening at Oriental Sports
Centre, Australian hotshot James Magnussen
delivered a fifth-to-first victory in the 100m
freestyle and Jiao Liuyang claimed China's
fourth swimming gold in the women's 200m

butterfly.
Lochte out-duelled Olympic champion

Phelps to win the medley in 1min 54.00sec,
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US swimmer Ryan Lochte clenches his fist in celebration
after winning the final of the men's 200-metre individual
medley swimming event in the FINA World Championships
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shaving one tenth of a second off his 2009
world record, with his team-mate taking silver

and Hungary's Laszlo Cseh third.
With the win, the 26-year-old Lochte

retained his world title and earned further
bragging rights over his long-time rival, who is
struggling to reach the level that has earned
him 14 Olympic gold medals.

Lochte also ended a lengthy barren streak
which had seen no long-course records bro-
ken since super-fast polyurethane swimsuits

were banned at the start oflast year.
"I knew it was going to be a battle between

Michael and L. I got the better end this time,"
Lochte said. "Any time you break a world
record, you've got to be excited. I trained

really hard and it paid off."
Phelps enjoyed a slim early

lead over the butterfly leg but
Lochte, swimming in the
adjacent lane, edged it over
the backstroke, breaststroke
and freestyle sections to win

by 0.16sec.
Lochte had already beaten

Phelps to win the 200m
freestyle title, turning the screw
on his out-of-sorts team-mate
after Phelps was part of the
United States' relay team that
lost its six-year grip on the
4x100m relay on day one.

But Phelps stormed back
with a dominant win in the
200m butterfly, which is not
one of Lochte's events, sealing
the 23rd world title of his
record-breaking career as the
clock ticks down to his retire-

ment next year.
In the 100m freestyle final,

Magnussen was well out of the
medals at the turn but he
roared past the field over the
second 50m to take it in
47.63sec ahead of Canada's
Brent Hayden and William

London begins
2012 Olympics
countdown

AFP, London

The one-year countdown to
the 2012 Olympics got under
way here Wednesday with
officials bullishly predicting
London was on course to
deliver the best ever games

with 12 months to go.
International Olympic

Committee chief Jacques
Rogge was set to extend a
formal invitation to the
world's athletes during a
7:00pm ceremony at Trafal-
gar Square in the culmina-
tion of day-long events to
mark the one-year mile-

stone.
British diver Tom Daley

was due to plunge into the
waters of the gleaming new
Aquatics Centre, one of an
array of new venues which
have been built at the 2.5
square kilometre (one
square mile) Olympic Park
site in east London.

The British capital is also

showcasing some of the
venues being incorporated
into the city's most famous
landmarks, including a
beach volleyball arena at
Horseguard's Parade where
tonnes of sand have been

deposited.
London 2012 organising

committee (LOCOG) chair-
man Sebastian Coe said
preparations for the Games
were on schedule with 90

percent of venues complete.
"We are fully on track, we

are on schedule, and we are
within budget with one year
to go and I take particular
pride in that,” Coe told

Fingers crossed
for Tremlett

VY Cricket

AFP, Nottingham

England captain Andrew Strauss was opti-
mistic Chris Tremlett would be fit to face
India in the second Test here at Trent Bridge
despite the fastbowler's "tight" hamstring.

The giant Surrey quick, who suffered the
injury during England's 196-run first Test
win at Lord's concluded Monday, trained
briefly at Trent Bridge here on Thursday --
the day before the second of this four-match
series starts.

He also received massage treatment on
the outfield.

With England set to field just a four-
man attack, they won't want to gamble on
the fitness of one of their bowlers, espe-
cially as Lord's showed what can happen
when a member of a bowling quartet
breaks, with India's Zaheer Khan spending
most of the match off the field because of a
hamstring problem.

England also have Ashes-winning seamer
Tim Bresnnan waiting in the wings.

Strauss, however, said of Tremlett: "I
think he's fine, obviously he's had a bit of a
niggle with his hamstring. He's just getting
a massage and will be coming out for a bit of
a bowl later.

"At the moment we expect him to be fit for

tomorrow (Friday) but obviously like all

these things we'll see in the morning.
"We're confident he should be okay:.
"You've always got to weigh these things in,

it's a short turn-around between Test
matches but we're not going to pick someone
in the side unless we're sure he is 100 per cent
fitand able to get through the full five days."

And he said there would be no issues over
Tremlett being so keen to keep his place in
the side that he would go into the game not
fully fit.

"Everyone understands they have a
responsibility to be honest," he said.

Strauss added: "Tim Bresnan has not let
anyone down. He was outstanding in Austra-
liaand is getting better and better."

England will replace India at the top of the
ICC's Test Championship table if they win
this series by 2-0 or better, but Strauss said:
"We're not worrying about that, just winning

the next match and the series.”
And he warned India would be stung by

the manner of their defeatat Lord's.

"When you lose a Test, you want to prove
you are better than you showed and I'm sure
India will want to do that."

Strauss added England would not be
getting carried away on the back of their first
Test win, saying: "If you're too self-satisfied,
you get caught out the next time you are on
the field.”

Too good, but too late

FROM PAGE 16
The performance of Bangladesh opened up

a debate whether Bangladesh played badly
at Beirut or Lebanon, saddled on a cosy 4-0
advantage, took the second-leg match
lightly. But whatever the argument is, the
half-packed big bowl crowd is convinced
that the national team played the best foot-
ball afteralong, long time.

TEAMS
BANGLADESH: Mamun Khan, Atiqur
Rahman Meshu, Rezaul Karim Reza (Nasirul

Zahid Hossain (Shakil Ahmed), Mamunul
Islam, Monaem Khan Raju, Pranotosh
Kumar (Abdul Baten Komol), Zahid Hasan
Emily and Mithun Chowdhury.

LEBANON: Elias Freije, Ali Al Saadi, Ramez

Dayoub, Walid Ismail, Hamze Abboud,
Hamzeh Salami, Zakaria Yeha Charara
(Mohamad Mahmood), Khodr Salameh,
Hassan Maatouk (Imad Miri), Akram
Moghrabi (Zouhair Abdallah), Mahmoud
EL Ali.
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