The Baily Star

DHAKA FRIDAY JULY 29, 2011

City

India's BJP asks Karnataka
CM to resign

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

Cracking the whip, India's right wing Hindu
nationalist party BJP yesterday asked its
Chief Minister (CM) of the southern state of
Karnataka B S Yeddyurappa to resign forth-
with after an official anti-corruption watch-
dog indicted him in an illegal iron ore min-

ing scam in the state.

The decision to show Yeddyurappa the
door was taken at a meeting of BJP parlia-

mentary board.

“The BJP parliamentary board unani-
mously felt that there should be a change of
the party leadership in Karnataka and it
advised Yeddyurappa to resign”, BJP chief
spokesman Ravishankar Prasad told media
persons soon after the parliamentary board

meeting at the residence of Gadkari.
He said a new chief minister would be

chosen to replace Yeddyurappa tomorrow.
Yeddyurappa had made a last-ditch effort

to persuade BJP national leadership to allow
him to continue as chief minister when he
met GadkariWednesday night.

The party's decision came a day after the
Karnataka Lokayukta (anti-corruption
body) recommended Yeddyurappa's prose-
cution under the Prevention of Corruption
Act for illegal financial dealings relating to
iron ore mining.

The report of the anti-corruption watch-
dog headed by Justice Santosh Hegde said

that a company dealing in iron ore donated

Rs 10 crore to a trust managed by
Yeddyurappa's family for “reasons other
than genuine”,

The company bought one acre of land in
Bangalore, the capital city of Karnataka and
India's Silicon Valley, for Rs 20 crore from
Yeddyurappa's children.

Besides Yeddyurappa, some other promi-
nent ministers of the BJP government in
Karnatka have also been named in the anti-
corruption body's report.

“They were claiming all this time that they
were not involved in illegal mining but we
have enough evidence to prove otherwise”,
Justice Hegde had told mediapersons in

Bangalore onWednesday.
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Hard time ahead for admission seekers
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year, higher education is

becoming a matter of great
concern for the nation as
seats are not relatively
increasing.

As many as 574,261 stu-
dents or record 75.01 per-
cent have come out success-
fully in this year's Higher
Secondary Certificate (HSC)
and equivalent examina-
tions under 10 education
boards -- eight general, one
madrasa and one technical
board.

The results were pub-
lished onWednesday.

Of the successful stu-
dents, 39,769 achieved the
highest GPA-5 (Grade Point
Average) and 163,240 did
well scoring between GPA-4
and GPA-5.

The numbers of success-
ful students and GPA-5
scorers have increased
sharply this year.

The students willing to
study at the top public uni-

versities including
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(Buet), Dhaka University,
Jahangirnagar University,
Rajshahi University,
Chittagong University and
public medical and dental
colleges will have to go
through a really tough com-
petition.

In Dhaka University last
year, 25 to 30 students vied
for each of the over 5,000
seats, said acting registrar
Syed Rezaur Rahman. In
Buet, around 5,500 students
vied for one of the univer-
sity's 965 seats last year, said
Pro-vice-chancellor Prof M
Habibur Rahman.

Education Minister Nurul
Islam Nahid said the govern-
ment is aware of the short-
age of seats at the public
universities and is consider-
ing launch of new universi-
ties to meet the increasing
demand.

"Three new universities --

Barisal University,
Gopalganj Bangabandhu
Science and Technology
University, and Textiles
University -- will start aca-
demic activities this year
and the HSC passed stu-
dents will be able to apply for
enrolment,” said Nahid.

The minister said it is fact
that a section of students will
get the opportunity to enrol
at the top public universities
and medical colleges
through competitive exami-
nations. Others can go to the
government colleges as
there are a large number of
seats there, he added.

An official of the National
University said around two
lakh students will be able to
study the honours courses in
nearly 250 colleges under
the university in next ses-
sion.

Around five to ten per-
cent seats have been
increased this year in those
250 colleges to meet the

demand, said Faizul Karim,
acting director of the NU
public relations office.

Immediate past chair-
man of the University Grants
Commission Prof Nazrul
Islam of Dhaka University
said established public
universities should increase
seats to meet the present
demand.

Prof Nazrul sees two
types of crisis ahead of the
candidates -- shortage of
seats and lack of standard
education in several institu-
tions.

Currently, 54 private
universities are running
academic activities in the
country. However, a few of
these provide quality educa-
tion, while several govern-
ment-run university col-
leges cannot maintain the
standard due to different
crises including lack of
teachers and infrastructural
facilities, Prof Nazrul
observed.

Zambia sets
elections for
Sep 20

AFP, Lusaka

Zambian President Rupiah
Banda yesterday set elec-
tions for September 20,
hoping a humming econ-
omy will help him win his
first full term in office

against an opposition whose

alliance has already cracked.
"I have been informed by

the Electoral Commission of
Zambia that the logistics for
holding elections are now in
place. The final voter register
is also in place,” he said in a
live address on national
radio.

Banda, 74, will seek his
first full term at the polls,
after he took power in a
special election three years
ago to complete the term of
Levy Mwanawasa, who died
while in office.

Home cell to monitor
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The inclusion, however, does

not guarantee rapid head-
way in a case, he added on
condition of anonymity.

Usually, the cell sits every
three months but the minis-
try can call the meeting any
time, Sahara told reporters.
However, its last meeting was
held in December last year.

State Minister for Home
Shamsul Haque Tuku con-
firmed the inclusion of the
murder case of the six college
and university students.

The six were beaten to
death by villagers who took
them for robbers on July 18 at
Baradeshi of Aminbazar on
the outskirts of the capital.

Yesterday's meeting dis-
cussed 12 sensational cases -
-11 for murder and one for
kidnap.

Of them, charge sheets in
Bashundhara Group director
Sabbir killing case, freedom
fighter Anwara Abedin
Chowdhury murder case and

RamnaThana Mosque Imam
Maulana Hafez Md Ishaque
murder case have been sub-
mitted.

Asked about Juba League
activist Ibrahim murder case,
Sahara said police are likely
to prepare the charge sheet
before the next meeting of
the cell.

Ibrahim was killed by a
bullet "accidentally” fired
from Awami League MP
Nurunnabi Chowdhury
Shaon's licensed pistol in the
Sangsad Bhaban area on
August 13 last year.

Bashundhara Group
director Sabbir was killed in
2006.

During the current gov-
ernment rule, 396 cases were
included in the list of sensa-
tional cases. Of them, trials of
157 cases have been com-
pleted.

Another 177 cases are
under trial and 34 others
under investigation,

Ybrac

Career in Educational Research

The Research and Evaluation Division (RED, http/iwww.brac.net/research) of BRAC
is a multidisciplinary in-house but independent facility to support BRAC's development
programmes. RED also undertakes collaborative research with other institutions at home
and abroad. RED is seeking applications from competent and self- motivated scholars
to fill in the following regular positions for its Educational Research Unit, The applicants
fl'inl.fd have strong commitment in career in educational research.

Research Fellow

may also apply.

Job Description: Conduct educational research independently with minimum supervision,
develop research propesals under guidance of senior colleagues, formulate questionnaires
for generation of primary data and ensures quality control during implementation of the
surveys; and mentor junior colleagues.
Job Specification: The candidate should have a PhD from a reputed university in
Education / Educational Psychology/ Educational Management with 5 years research
experience and a proven record of publications in reputed international journals (at least
three first authored). Applicants with Master degree having excellent publication record

Age: Maximum 45 years.
Remuneration : Tk 53,885/ per month.

Senior Research Associate

will be an advantage

Age: Maximum 35 years.
Remuneration: Tk.36,760/- per month.

Staff Researcher

Job Description: Conduct research under supervision of senior colleagues. Provide
leadership in implementing research including sample surveys for primary data collection
and prepare first draft of the reports.
Job Specification: The candidate should have Master degree in Education/ Educational
Psychology/ Anthropology/ Sociology from a reputed university with at least 5 years
experience in educational research. Record of publications in reputed international journals
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Job Description: Participate in research as a team member and assist senior colleagues
in all types of activities related to research.
Job Specification: The candidate should have a Master degree in Education/ Educational
Psychology/ Anthropology/ Sociclogy/ Development Studies from
with four 1st class/ division/ minimum CGPA 3.00 in all academic examinations.
Age: Maximum 32 years.

Remunerations: Tk.25,790/- per month.

any recognized university

Information for all positions:
Job Location: BRAC Head Office, Dhaka with extensive field visit for research purpose.
Benelits: Insurance, Festival Bonus, Contributory Provident Fund, Gratuity and others,

be sent through recru

AD#49/11 on top of the envelope.
Only short listed candidates will be contacted.

BRAC Ts an equal opportunity employer

Piease send your detailed CV and a cover letter justifying your qualification for the
position and photocopies of all academic certificates and National ID Card and two
recent passport size colour photographs to BRAC-HRD, RDA section, BRAC Centre
(5th floor), 75 Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212 no later than August 11, 2011. Application can
brac.net. Please mention the name of the position and

Love M2 TendEhes

Call : 9559399, 01977636363

Russian compressors, drilling job get nod
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compressors in Ashuganj
and Elenga. An ADB team
arrived in the capital on
Wednesday in this connec-
tion.

In a note to the prime
minister, Petrobangla
claimed the tender process
will take up to December to
complete, and another two
months to initial the con-
tract. Then the contractor
will take 21 months to com-
plete the task.

As if the deal with Russia
has more advantage,
Petrobangla said Gazprom
will be able to install the two
compressors within 18
months of signing the
contract.The deal with
Gazprom might be possible
within two to three months.
The Russian compressors
can be installed seven to
eight months ahead of the
ADB-funded compressors,
Petrobangla argued.

In contrast, US oil com-
pany Chevron which is
installing another compres-
sor in Muchai is taking three
years to complete the job.
Chevron had a compressor
ready for installation when it
was awarded the job in early
2009.

Petrobangla mentioned
to the prime minister that
the advantage of Gazprom
compressors were discussed
at the 280th board meeting
of Gas Transmission
Company Ltd (GTCL), the
child organisation of
Petrobangla, which will
implement the compressor
project. But GTCL sources
said the meeting held in
September last year did not
discuss this.

An official told The Daily
Star due process is not being
followed in the case of
Gazprom and Petrobangla is
trivialising financial and
technical issues when talk-
ing about this deal. But it is
magnifying problems of the
ADB-financed tender.

“If the authorities are so
serious about an earlier
installation of these com-
pressors, why did the GTCL
under the directive of the
Petrobangla chief has been
carrying out evaluation of
that tender for 11 months,
and only recently sent it to
the ADB for its concur-
rence?” asked an official
requesting not to be named.

While Hyundai was tech-
nically selected out of three
bidders who had to answer
more than 100 questions
each over the last nine
months, Petrobangla with
help from the GTCL practi-
cally evaluated Gazprom's
technical offer within 24
hours of receiving it.

“The Gazprom offer
oddly was sent through the
diplomatic bag. Then a
couple of GTCL officials
were asked by Petrobangla
to make a rough evaluation
of the offer in early July. The
offer was evaluated without
fixing any technical parame-
ter ...And that could take
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months to fix,” added the
official.

Citing examples of tech-
nical issues, the official said
Gazprom offered to install a
large compressor in Elenga
and a smaller one in
Ashuganj but the GTCL
requirement was just the
opposite. “We had asked
Gazprom to respond to our
queries on technical param-
eters by June 26. But
Gazprom said it wanted to
fix the issues through dis-
cussion,” he noted.

The Petrobangla chair-
man advocates the Russian
deal on grounds that the
state-to-state contract will
eventually save alot of time.

Asked if he was cancelling
the ADB-funded tender, he
said, “No. It will be a decision
of the higher authorities. We
are pursuing both the deals,
whichever comes first, we
will do that.”

On the question of
financing the project with
Russia, he said it will notbe a
problem. “We will bridge
finance the scheme.”

When pointed out that
such arrangements could
take many months, he dis-
agreed.

On the question of unre-
solved technicalities with
Gazprom, the chairman
said, “They are sincere. We
will finalise all technical
issues quickly. They will be
able to install the compres-
sors earlier than the ADB-
funded one because they
have two compressors
ready.”

When reminded that
Chevron could not complete
their compressor installa-
tion in the last two years
even though it had its com-
pressor ready to be shipped,
he said energy projects are
technical in nature which
mightlead to delay in cases.

“But they (Russians) have
high regard for our prime
minister. They committed to
us that they will do the job in
less than 18 months, and I
believe they will be able to
do so,” Hussain Monsur
noted.

But officials are doubtful
about the speedy imple-
mentation saying,
Bangladesh has not made
any headway with the

nuclear power project with
Russia in the last two years.
The prime minister's
energy adviser Tawfig-e-
Elahi Chowdhury had ear-
lier told The Daily Star
repeatedly that the govern-
ment was seeking the
Russian compressors to
install those in the western
part of the country, and not
to shelve the ADB tender
that has already seen five
years of delay. However,
Tawfiq recently told The
Daily Star Petrobangla was
pursuing the Russian deal to
create an environment of
competition between Russia
and the ADB in speeding up
their respective projects.
The drilling of gas wells in
cooperation with Gazprom
includes one each at Titas,
Rashidpur, Semutant,
Begumganj, Shahbazpur,
Sundalpur. Gazprom will
also enter a joint venture
with Bapex and help
Bangladesh build its capac-

ity.

The ADB-financed tender
for compressors has been
facing unusual problems
since it was first floated in
2006 due to attempts for its
manipulation. The first
tender was floated for instal-
lation of three compressors
but the ADB cancelled it on
grounds of foul play.

The second tender was
cancelled in May 2009 by the
then Petrobangla chairman
going against the opinion of
the project consultant, and
he led the government to
award Chevron the job of
installing one such com-
pressor on the gas pipeline
system owned by the GTCL.
Korean company Hyundai
had alsowon that tender.

The third tender again
started facing hurdles when
Hyundai emerged as the
lowest competitive bidder.
Sources said, two other
bidders who participated in
the bid but did not techni-
cally qualify had strong
lobbies behind them.

Rajuk chiet

FROM PAGE 1
Pallabi police stations-- to

appear before it on August 3
to give their statements in
connection with the death of
acollege student.

The two other policemen
are Ajit Roy and Ansar Ali sub-
inspectors (SI) of Pallabi
Police Station.

The court also directed
Khaled Mohammad Jewel
Mollah, managing director of
Sagufta Group, Walid Mollah,
its director and Md Osman
Ali and Sazzad Hossain the
building contractors to
appear before it on the same
day to explain their roles over
the death.

On July 16, Habibur
Rahman Munna, 18, an HSC
examinee of Tejgaon College,
died on the spot when a brick
dropped on his head from the
10th floor of a 15-storey
building, a construction
project of Sagufta Group, on
Panthapath in the capital.

On July 26, the HC ordered
the OCs to arrest the builders,
Khaled and Walid Mollah and
summoned the OCs, the
builders and Osman to
appear before it two days
later.

The two OCs appeared
before the bench yesterday
saying they could not arrest
the accused as they were “not
available at their residences”.

Advocate Anisul Hug,
lawyer of the accused, prayed
to the court for more time
saying they had failed to
appear before the court as
one of the accused, Khaled
had “takenill”,

Meanwhile, Osman told
the court that Sazzad, the
other contractor was respon-
sible for maintaining the
safety of the under-
construction building, fol-
lowing which the court sum-
moned Sazzad.

On July 19, the court
issued a rule upon the com-
missioner of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police, the two
OCs and the builders to
explain within two weeks
why the company should not
be punished for not taking
adequate safety measures at
the construction site.

PRIME LOCATION AT GULSHAN

Two storied building with big garden
Ground & 1st Floor- 5,500sft, (Corner plot).

Address: CES (C), House # 17, Road # 118, Gulshan, Dhaka
Mobile : 01711672544, 01713061317

Announcement of Grameenphone games portal

Grameenphone is offering downloadable and online games under one
portal. Now subscriber can download and play games through
EDGE/GPRS enabled mobile handset from wap.gpgamestore.com.
Subscribers can also visit www.gpgamestore.com to play online games.

Charge:

> For playing online games, Tk. 10/week
> Downloadable Game: Tariff- Tk. 40/games
> 15% VAT will be applicable on all charges

For details, please visit: www.grameenphone.com

Stay Close ‘ f(gramenphum

Eastern Bank Lid.

Sumple Mot

- 02.

Transport Officer

KEastern Bank Ltd.

Head Office: 10 Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka 1000
PABX 9556360; Ext. 136

Sale of Used Vehicle

2003

Eastern Bank Limited (EBL) will dispose off the following used vehicles through tender as it is where it is basis. The
list of vehicles is as under:

‘Volvo Sedan Car

1984

It is to be noted that the vehicle can be inspected at the basement of EBL Head Office at Jiban Bima Bhaban, 10,
Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka 1000. The above mentioned vehicles will be available for inspection on any working day
starting from 31 July to 08 August 2011 (Time: 11.00 am - 3.00 pm). Earnest money (refundable) @ 10% of the
quoted price favoring Eastern Bank Limited, in the form of Pay Order/ Bank Draft shall have to be deposited along
with the Quotation (cheque is not accepted). Applicable AIT & VAT will be included in addition to the quoted
price and that will be borne by the successful bidder as per Tax Rules. Tender Schedule will be available at EBL
Corporate Head Office, Administration Department, Dhaka. Sealed Quotation is to be dropped from 11.00 am to
02.00 pm on 09 August, 2011 in the Tender Box to be kept in the EBL Head Office (Ground floor) at Jiban Bima
Bhaban, 10, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka 1000. Sealed Quotation will be opened on the same day at 03.00 pm in
presence of the bidders or their representatives, if any.

The Bank reserves the right to accept or reject any or all quotations. The decision of EBL Management shall be
regarded as final in all respect.

Head of Administration

DM-GA-15-8143




