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TRANSPORT FARE HIKE

50 vehicles
vandalised

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A mob, angered
by high fares
and lack of
transport, van-
dalises a bus in
Chittagong yes-
terday.
Passengers of
the bus bail out
through the
windows, inset,
fearing injuries.
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The first day of the ticket system for buses in the port city
yesterday saw a major setback with angry passengers
vandalising around 50 buses protesting high fare and

shortage of transport.
The city bus service stopped for nearly three hours

following the rampage that began around 9:00am, which

made the regular commuters to suffer.
Hundreds of passengers were seen waiting for trans-

port at ticket counters for hours. Many went to their des-
tinations on foot.

Mir Borkat Hossain, a sufferer, said people were very
angrywith high fares and shortage of buses and pick-ups.
Counters were charging Tk 5 for a distance for which
people paid Tk 2 to 3 before.

Tarun Gupto Bhanu, secretary of City Bus, Minibus
and Human Hauler Owners' Association, said some
passengers attacked a ticket counter at Bahaddarhat
intersection and vandalised a bus around 9:00am.

The group then moved to Muradpur, Sholoshahar
Gate-2 and GEC intersection area. At least 60 vehicles

were vandalised, he claimed.
Meanwhile, police and bus owners blamed each other

for the shortage of transport.
Md Shahidullah, traffic inspector of Chittagong

Metropolitan Police, said some bus owners created an ' '
artificial crisis on purpose. A section of owners took their T s
Tk,
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vehicles off the street during rush hour and encouraged
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310 more indicted Mestial |Target inflation [ imites
for BDR carnage

; BB pledges curb on iftar party
: HR bOdy C I‘Edit grou)'th STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Ch . . t h e PO W 2 STAFF CORRESPONDENT Prime Miﬂiﬂti{' Sheikh 5
- ’ .r' - Hasina yesterday invite
arg € amlng ag atns an()t er . immediately stop the Bangladesh Bank will continue to curb credit growth in | [ aader gf the Dgpnsitiun
y " mass trials of the Border the current fiscal year in an effort to control soaringinfla- | i the Jativa Sangsad
1 1 0 llk €ly on Aug 1 0 * Guard Bangladesh (BGB) tion and the deprer:iati_un of taka. | ¥haleda Zyia e ai it
HILLS PEOPLE STAFF CORRESPONDENT v (> number of accused, this is  jaWwans allegedly involved Secandhankwll plae /U D5 00 JGRCINg a1es party on August 6, a day
R . 5 IS S cr'imin o] - in the February 2009 indifferent productive sectors, and signals thatthemone- | _ ¢ .0 the latter invited her
Ra] d DEVaSlSh A trial court yesterday s ingthe country’s his- : mutiny to ensure justice, tary policy will be t_ightened up in the future. to an August 4 iftar party.
. | framed charges against ol b . Human Rights Watch BB GDVEII]{.JI'ﬂHUI Rahman announced the half—},n\a211'1_3..f Hasina, also president
I e] ects FM S 310 more accused in the Arson, looting, dump- . (HRW) has said. Monetary Policy Statement at a press conference at his of Awami League, will host

office in the capital yesterday.
It is imperative to rein in runaway credit expansion to

limit inflation and preserve external sector viability, said

the party for leaders of
different political parties

country's largest ever killing case filed in  ing of bodies, burying bodies in mass .  The US-based rights
connection with the carnage at border graves and theft are the other charges - body said those responsi-

statement

STAFF CORRESPONDENT guards' Pilkhana headquarters in broughtagainsttheaccused. - ble for killing 74 people, | at the Gono Bhaban
The judge read out specific charges : 57 of them top and mid- the central bank. AL deputy office secre-
Chakma Raja Devasish February 2009. ok JUHD P ek _ _ It aims to bring down the private sector credit to 18 G NS P
As many as 740 out of 850 accused have  against the accused and asked them : rankingarmy officers, percent bynext June from present 25.5 percent. ary Mrinal Kanti Das

Roy yesterday ina written | o charged withthegorymutiny.  whether they are guilty. All the accused - during the February 25-26 SER EAGE 19 L0t 3

Monetary policies in the current fiscal year need to

i;?;?:::;;;?ﬁg;fﬂgﬂ Flfty—.s even army _nfficers were among clalme‘!:l themselvesinnocent. - mutiny sh{mld_ DeDrouUght: | o s e Sractratnis of cradit growthas pursuedinthe | [T RILILE July 28
: the 74 victims killed in the bloody mutiny Earlier on July 20, Judge Mohammad . to justice. But it should last fiscal year, the bank said

claim that non-Bangalee at the headquarters of then Bangladesh Zohurul Hoque of the Court of . meet the international Yer- b Bk Bl year, TG — growth that surged

hill-people of the Rifles, which was later renamed as the Metropolitan Sessions Judge framed . standard of fair trial. far out of line with nominal GDP growth and weak external " 45 1-15

Chittagong Hill Tracts are | Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB). charges against 430 accused. . The HRW expressed fund inflows during post global recession recovery resulted | (At 500515 3

not "indigenous" but The court may indict the remaining 110 They include prime accused Towhidul : concern about the mass in bothinflationary and balance of payment pressures. Maghrib 6-50 6-55

"ethnic minorities". accused on August 10, paving the way for  [slam, the then deputy assistant director ° trial completed last SEE PAGE 19 COL 8 E": 13- S "
As the minister termed | the start of trial of the case. In terms of the SEE PAGE 19 COL 1 * SEE PAGE 19 COL 8 RELATED STORY ON PAGE B1 | _isiamicFsundstion ALLIELY
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2 tailed HSC TONGI-BHAIRAB DOUBLE TRACKS
examinees

commit suicide Railway Signs ot lways ready

NI KEPCHT ° a Iways o n ca I I Akij Cement Ready Mix Concrete, a
Failed in the HSC exami- de al Wlth all in one solution that ensures the
nations, a girl shot herself strongest concrete mix. Please call :
dead in Manikganj while 01922111150 for more details and

another examinee com- o <

mitted suicide by taking ].I]. e S e lr I I I

poison at Mohammadpur

in the capital yesterday.

In Manikganj town,

Adiba Binte Islam Mohua | Bangladesh Railway yesterday signed a deal with a
SEE PAGE 19 COL 7 | Chinese firm on upgrading the Tongi-Bhairab Bazar

single-line track to double lines, almost five years after a

fﬂhg Eﬁdﬂu (5{31- project was initiated in this regard.

The Tk 1,405 crore project also includes improving the

leave the rest to us.

Akij Cement Ready Mix Concrete
* Ensures the most purposeful

(accurate PSI) casting certified by
BUET
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* Reduces your casting time

signalling system on Dhaka-Chittagong main line, which * Ensures high or strength through
is expected to be completed by 2014. seamless casting
Integral Energy Limited Abu Taher, director general of Bangladesh Railway, . i
ONLINE POLL and Wendong, deputy general manager of the contractor Reduces expenses of casting by 7%
Do you think Bangladesh will firm China Railway Group, signed the deal at the Railway * No hassles regarding raw material
benefit very little from giving Bhaban in the capital. collection and storage
transit to India? Asian Development Bank (ADB) is financing Tk 1,330

@ Yes mummm (64.7%) crore, equivalent to 94.70 percent of the project cost,
while the rest will be borne by the government.

The cost of the project doubled as the government and

@ No Comments | (1.8%) the ADB failed to select a firm to implement it. The tender

TOTAL VOTES: 1182 process of the project was cancelled twice due to incon-

sistencies on the bidders' part, bureaucratic entangle-

ment and to some extent the inefficiency of the railway

» Reduces environment pollution

& No s (33.5%)
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Do ith th
gm:n;:n?:: aﬂhe triL;: al officials concerned, and delayin ADB approval.
people living in Chittagong Hill Upgrading the 64-kilometre Tongi-Bhairab Bazar FconcreTE

Tracts are ethnic minorities not
indigenous people?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net |

track is important as the Dhaka-bound trains from

Chittagong and Sylhet use thisline.
Railway officials said both passenger and freight trains
SEE PAGE 19 COL 5

(a concern of Akij Cement Co. Ltd.)
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