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A SHARED SMILE: Though facing different propositions in Zimbabwe, Shuvogata Hom Chowdhury (L) and

A

Nasir Hossain share a joke during training at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium yesterday.

S Cricket

\

MoHAMMAD ISAM

Conjecture has enough legs for a belief to travel
a long-winded trail in Bangladesh cricket. It
can lift an element within the circle to its high-
est peak and equally, it can dump him to the
point where it remains an afterthought,

reduced to a footnote.
A player is often the centre of all the attention

and when it comes to making a call on his future,

the argumentisatitsloudest.
In the course of the next one month, Nasir

Hossain and Shuvogata Hom Chowdhury should
be prepared for two different battles in
Zimbabwe. The former has to live up to his billing
as an exciting talent but the latter should have his
shields up for an avalanche of questions and

innuendoes related to his selection.
One would quickly realise that both battles

have had precedent but while one is easily trace-
able, the other is more complicated and is hardly

talked about from a player's point of view.
Nasir, the all-rounder who has already made it

big in domestic club cricket, can boldly say,
"Pressure? There isn't any pressure on me." He's
only been picked in the Tigers squad for a series

where whatever he does on the field will be a
bonus for those who chose him.

Shuvogata was in Nasir's place just the other
day when he was picked for the series against
Australia. A fresh face was treated like a fresh face
and nothing more.

This time however, he doesn't have that
luxury.

After it was reported that his name was alleg-
edly pushed to the national selectors in place of a
more experienced player, Shuvogata finds him-
self in the middle of a storm. Denial from both
parties holds little in this perspective; nobody's
word is taken at face value and only new angles
are tossed into the ring.

As of now, he replies to the burning question
with a slight pause. Then, "I think the manage-
ment can tell youwho I replaced” is the reply.

The speculation could chew and spit him
out like any one-tour wonder, but if he man-
ages to dig deep into his resolve, he could come
out as a better player and though the tag won't
go away (it never does in Bangladesh cricket),
he can live with it.

A little background on the right-handed bats-
man would reveal a universal theme with most
cricketers in the country: a quiet man who has
worked out of a small town, playing different
leagues across the country. The likes of
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Shuvogata's dilemma

Shuvogata sometimes move from one town to the
next at night so that they can save up on accom-
modation.

When he played in Dhaka, his life depended
on performance. Unusually for a player of this
day and age, Shuvogata has been a one-club
man. Cricket Coaching School (CCS) has been
his sole address in Dhaka since 2005. It shows
loyalty from the 25-year-old, though he terms it
as security. "Atleast I have a club," he said with a
broad smile.

It is a remarkable enough statement from a
player who has made it to the national team but
not surprising given the hazards of choosing this
profession in this country.

Akram Khan, the chief selector who has vehe-
mently denied of any pressure put on him about
Shuvogata, said that the batsman will get his shot
during the one-day series.

"He was in the squad against Australia but
didn't get a game, but he will play this time. I said
at the beginning that we'll give everyone a fair
chance,"” Akram said yesterday.

If Shuvogata joins the scrapheap, he would
definitely be cited as a shining example of what is
wrong with the Bangladesh Cricket Board. He will
forever be the scapegoat for Akram's first selec-
tion butif he does the job, well, the tagwill remain
butitwon't be as hurtful.

The story of
0 and 55
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Anumberofissueswere discussed in the mara-
thon directors’ meeting of the Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) which was held in Sylhet;
the city which will now become the newest
international venue in the country.

It was a unique board meeting in terms of
duration, as the meeting, which ended in the
early hours of Saturday, lasted nearly about
eleven hours with the directors involved in
heated discussions regarding several issues
like formation of the proposed Bangladesh
Premier League committee and the activities
ofthe GP-BCB National Cricket Academy.

The focus however was on the formation
of the much-desired regional cricket associ-
ations and the proposal of the constitutional
amendment when the board arranged the
meeting outside Dhaka for the first time with
aview to decentralise cricket in the country.

“The draft of regional cricket association
was distributed to the directors for their
observation and feedback. The meeting
didn't discuss anything on the issues but it
has decided that an exclusive meeting will be

below:

Few outcomes in
marathon meeting

called to discuss these important issues,”
informed BCB CEO Manzur Ahmed yester-
day adding that the marathon meeting
mainly dealt with the routine issues.

BCB's media committee chairman Jalal
Yunus said that it is obvious that the consti-
tution will be amended for the BCB's presi-
dent post as ICC has asked for an elected
president of the respective boards to make
sure that there would be no political interfer-
ence in the running of the board's activities

“But there are a lot of other things in the
constitutional amendment issue which will
be discussed in the next exclusive board
meeting,” said Yunus.

The proposals of the constitutional
amendment and formation of the regional
cricket associations was made by the Dewan
Shafiul Arefin-led constitution committee.

Other discussion points are highlighted
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SELECTORSINTOURPARTY
CEO Manzur Ahmed informed that the

meeting has decided to send a selector to
Zimbabwe where Bangladesh will play one
Test and five one-day internationals next
month. There was an uncertainty about
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Sanctions

approved
ﬂﬁ Football
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The executive committee of Bangladesh Football Federation
(BFF) vesterday approved the Bangladesh League probe
committee's recommendations of fines and suspensions for
Sheikh Jamal and Rahmatganj, the two clubs alleged to be
involved in match-fixing during their Bangladesh League

fixtureonJune 11.
The decision was reached after a five-hour meeting at the

BFF House.
BFF president Kazi Salahuddin, speaking to reporters

after the meeting said, "We have approved the recommen-
dations of the league committee without altering a single

line."
Earlier, the investigation committee headed by Salam

Murshedy, proposed a fine of Tk 20 lakh on Sheikh Jamal
Dhanmondi Club and Tk 5 lakh on Rahmatganj, while their
goalkeeper has been suspended from playing any level of
football or participating in football-related activities.
Additionally, Rahmatganj media officer Salahuddin Kala is
suspended for three years from taking part in any football-
related activities, while Muktijoddha coach Maruful Haque has
been suspended from coaching for two months for allegedly
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Josephites
take U-21

basketball
cCrown
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In a keenly-contested finale
last night, defending cham-
pion Josephites had beaten
Vertical Horizon 63-53 at the
Dhanmandi Basketball
Gymnasium to take home
the 2nd VH Under-21
Basketball Championship
trophy.

Bangladesh Basketball
Federation president
Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin MP
handed over the prizes to the

teams.
Eight teams, including

one from Chittagong, partic-
ipated in the tournament.

It was jointly organised
jointly by and Vertical
Horizon, an English
Medium Study Centre.
Radio Today was the event's
media partner.

L'pool triumph
in a sea of red
ﬂﬁ Football

ZAKARIA SIMON, from Kuala Lumpur
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Liverpool's preparations for the up-coming English Premier
League continued as they recorded an in-the-end comfort-
able 6-3 victory over a Malaysia XI in a friendly match in

Kuala Lumpur yesterday.

The Reds went ahead in the 26th minute thanks to a con-
troversial penalty. Referee Nagor Amir Bin Noor Mohamed
ruled that the Reds' new record signing Andy Carroll had
been brought down illegally by Fadhli Mohd Shas.
Midfielder Charlie Adam stepped up and despite needing a
retake, buried the chance. The mood in the crowd was so
good and uplifting that it did not matter to them who had %

scored. They celebrated the goal with a spectacular cheer.
The stadium though, went ballistic when Malaysian

captain Shafiq Rahim equalised in the 42nd minutes when
his banana free-kick from the top of the box found the net,
sailing over the outstretched hands of Liverpool goalkeeper

Brad Jones.

Their next chance came on the stroke of half-time when
another Rahim 40-yard free-kick missed the far post by a
whisker which meant the scores remained 1-all at the break.
Liverpool were true to their spirit of practice that they
replaced all their eleven players for the second half.

The charges of legend Kenny Dalglish went ahead again in
the 67th minute and widened the gap three minutes later.
They cleared further with a strike from Maxi Rodriguez in the
77th minute. Things justlooked different after that as the hosts
started to regroup and attack. To the delight of the jam-packed
'partisan’ crowd, Mohd Safee Mohd Sali pulled one backin the
77th minute before adding another few minutes later.

The match was heading for a 4-3 finish, a result the Reds
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yesterday. Liverpool won 6-3.

L LIV LA L, e =

V F N =

: g ey
S Y4 a

s

Malaysian fans paint the Bukit Jalil Stadium in Kuala Lumpur red before Liverpool's friendly match against Malaysia XI
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