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AFP, Damascus

West ups pressure for
UN action on Syria

Russia opposes any outside interference

first attack on the country's energy "Countries... like China... and Russia
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Indian police officers look for clues at the blast site in Dadar Kabutarkhana area, in Mumbai yesterday. Multiple blasts
have rocked India's financial hub, police said, in what the Home Ministry described as a "terror strike". At least 13
people were killed and 100 injured in three separate, the home ministry said.

French embassies.

Western governments ratcheted up the
pressure for UN Security Council
action against Syria yesterday with
France branding blocking moves by

China and Russia "indecent."”
UUS President Barack Obama said his

Syrian counterpart Bashar al-Assad
had no legitimacy after repeatedly vye
ducking opportunities for reform, as
ties between Damascus and Western
governments nosedived after pro-
regime protesters attacked the US and

An explosion, meanwhile, hit a
pipeline in northeastern Syria in the

infrastructure since unprecedented mustacceptcommon rules--one does
protests against Assad's rule eruptedin not deal with one's opposition with
mid-March, state media and activists cannon fire," he told the LCI news
said. channel.

France, which with other European Human rights groups say Syrian

governments has been circulating a security forces have killed at least 1,300

draft resolution at the Security Council civilians and arrested more than 12,000
for months only to see it blocked by in a crackdown in which security ser-

to-wielding permanent members vice agents backed by troops have gone

China and Russia, said it was vital the house-to-house to crush any display of

world body take action over Assad's dissent.
deadly crackdown on dissent. French Prime Minister Francois

"It is indecent because Bashar al- Fillon said on Monday that it was "no

Assad has mobilised incredible longer acceptable” that Russia and

resources to neutralise his opposition," China were allowed to block the draft
said Defence Minister Gerard Longuet. resolution on Syria.

Pak intelligence chief
heads to US for talks

AFP, Ilamabad

Pakistan's spymaster yesterday left for US talks on intelli-
gence cooperation, hoping to shore up the strategic alliance
against al-Qaeda that hit crisis point after the US killing of
Osama bin Laden.

In a rare move following months of increasing acrimony
between Islamabad and Washington, Pakistan said Ahmad
Shuja Pasha, head of the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI)
agency, was en route to the US for the top-level talks.

"He is going there to discuss the intelligence coordina-
tion," Pakistani army spokesman Major General Athar
Abbas told AFP.

The visit comes after the United States decided to with-
hold a third of its annual $2.7 billion security assistance to
Islamabad after Pakistan ordered dozens of military trainers
out of the country after the May 2 bin Laden raid.

Rahul Gandhi
begins 2-day
Orissa tour

IANS, Bhubaneswar

Congress general secretary
Rahul Gandhi yesterday
reached Orissa for a two-day
trip that will take him to
several districts as he
attempts to strengthen the
orassroots base of the party.

Gandbhi arrived at Kotpad
village in the tribal popu-
lated district of Koraput at
about 9.45am in a helicopter
from Jagdalpur in
Chhattisgarh, deputy
inspector general of police
Soumendra Priyadarshi told
[ANS.

He interacted with a
group of Youth Congress
activists at the village.

The Congress MP who
had last week marched
through several villages in

TELANGANA STATEHOOD BID
[.ocal leaders launch
48-hour fast

IANS, Hyderabad

Defying Congress leadership, leaders from Telangana region
yesterday launched a 48-hour hunger strike in Andhra
Pradesh, demanding the separate state of Telangana.

Having failed to garner any assurance from the party high
command despite their resignations from parliament and
state legislature last week, the Congress leaders began the
two-day fast.

Despite rains lashing the city early morning, six parliamen-
tarians, two state ministers and a few legislators along with
their supporters, launched the fast at Indira Park here at 10am.

The leaders who sat on the fast include MPs K Keshava
Rao, G Vivek, G Sukhender Reddy, S Rajaiah, K Rajagopal
Reddy, Ponnam Prabhakar and ministers K Jana Reddy and
Basvaraj Saraiah.

Theysaid more leaders would join them in the fast later.

G Sukhender Reddy told reporters that they were using
Gandhian methods to mount pressure on the central govern-
ment to initiate the process for formation of Telangana, in line
with its statement of Dec 9, 2009. The central government had
then promised to intitiate the formation of the state.

Dirty socks could help fight
malaria: Researcher

AFP, Montreal attracted to the odour of filthy feet than to
live humans sleeping in the same area.
The odour of dirty socks can be used to lure "We had an experimental house with a

mosquitoes into a deadly trap before they human being sleeping inside and a second

can spread malaria, a US and Canadian- experimental house with a synthetic mix-
funded researcher based in Africa said yes- ture,” he told AFP by telephone.

terday.
Dr Fredros Okumu, of the Ifakara Health times more mosquitoes going into the house

Institute in Tanzania, discovered through an  with (the) synthetic mixture," which, when

experiment that mosquitoes were more dousedwithinsecticide, killed the bugs.

"We realized that we were getting four
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or home.

Visit Biman web site:  www.biman -airlines.com
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M. M. Asaduzzaman
We.Cdr. (Retd.)
Director Engineering



