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Locals render voluntary service to set bamboo pilings and sand bags in an attempt to protect their homesteads at Kamarpara and Baushir Namapara in Fulchhari upazila of
Gaibandha district as erosion by the Jamuna River has turned over 500 families of the areas homeless during the last one week.

500 FAMILIES HOMELESS IN GAIBANDHA

Villagers join hands
to thwart erosion

OuUR CORRESPONDENT,
Gaibandha

Erosion by river Jamuna in
the last one week devoured
scores of homesteads and
other establishments and a
vast tract of croplands in
Kamarpara and Baushi
villages in Fulchhari
upazila rendering over 500
families shelterless.

As there was no initia-
tive by local water develop-
ment board (WDB) to stop
erosion, people of the two
villages themselves built
bamboo spar and dumped
sand bags voluntarily along
the erosion point.

Many of them spontane-
ously supplied bamboo
and empty bags while
others offered physical
labour to thwart erosion,
said Gazaria UP member
Shakawat Hossain Manu.

According to WDB,
water level of the Jamuna is
on steady increase at
Fulchari point following
heavy downpour and

onrush of water from
upstream. The water level
might cross danger mark
any time, they said.

The most erosion-
affected villages are
Ratanpur, Kalasona Char,
Singria, Kanchipara,
Syedpur, Balashi,
Kauabadha, harichandi,
Alger Char, Kamarpara,
Baushi, Namapara and
Katlamari.

Erosion has already
devoured a large chunk of
Eidgah ground while
threatening a degree col-
lege, a senior madrasa,
Baushi primary school,
temples and mosques in
two villages.

Local said, newly
elected chairman of
Gazaria union Manotosh
Roy Mintu asked villagers
to join the work to protect
their area from erosion on
self-help basis.

Responding to the call,
hundreds came forward
with all possible help to

build bamboo spar along
the erosion point, they said.

"First we started work
along the 500-feet erosion
affected area at Baushi
village piling bamboos and
dumping sand bags. The
work will continue and it
will be done in other areas
in phases", said Aysha
Shiekh, woman member-
elect of Gazaria union.

In the last one week,
local people set up the spar
with more then 4,000
pieces of bamboos and
dumped over 6 000 sand
bags in the affected areas.

We are getting sponta-
neous response from com-
mon people and they are
helping as per their capac-
ity, said chairman
Manotosh Roy.

Contacted, executive
engineer of Gaibandha
WDB told this correspon-
dent that at present they
cannot go for erosion con-
trol in those areas, because
of lack of any scheme and
fund constraint.

LALMONIRHAT, BOGRA

Two schoolgirls
raped, culprits
on the run

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Two school kids were raped
in Lalmonirhat and Bogra
districts on Friday.

A 7-year-old girl was
violated at Karnopur
Mandoltari village of
Mogolhat union under
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila
on Friday night, reports our
correspondent.

Accused Majibar
Rahman,35, is son of late
Mansur Mollah of Baparitari
village under the same
union.

Daughter of rickshaw-
van puller Rafiqul Islam of
Karnopur Mandoltari vil-
lage, the victim is a student
of class-1 at Mogolhat
Government Primary
School.

Police said, Majibar
gagged the schoolgirl with a
piece of cloth and forcibly
took her to a bamboo cluster
around 8:00 pm and raped
her.

is now being treated at
Lalmonirhat Sadar Hospital.

A rape case was lodged
accusing Majibar Rahman
with Lalmonirhat Sadar PS
on Friday night.

In Bogra, a 12-year-old
girl was violated by a ven-
dor in Sultanganjpara
area of the district town
on Friday, reports UNB.

Police quoting locals
said, the girl came to
visit the house of her
neighbour Gafur at
about 12:00 noon. Gafur,
in absence of his family
members, violated the
girl.

Hearing the shrill cry
of the victim, local
people rescued her in
profusely bleeding
condition and rushed
her to Bogra Shaheed
Ziaur Rahman Medical
College and Hospital
where her condition
was stated to be criti-
cal.

RU founding
anniversary

RU CORRESPONDENT

Rajshahi University (RU) will
celebrate its 58th founding
anniversary today.

To mark the day, the uni-
versity authorities have
chalked out colourful
programmes on the campus.

The RU anniversary will be
celebrated today instead of
the university's actual found-
ing day as the Opposition
called hartal on July#6.

The programmes will
begin with the hoisting of
national flag and university
flag at 6:00am at administra-
tive building, VC's residence,
central library and students
dormitories.

RU vice chancellor Prof
Abdus Sobhan will inaugu-
rate the founding anniver-
sary programmes by releas-
ing pigeons and balloons.

Led by the VC, teachers,
students and university staff
will bring out a colourful
procession from in front of
Senate building.

Later, teachers, students
and different political and
cultural organisations will
place wreaths at the Central
Shaheed Minar and at RU
mass grave.

A discussion meeting will
be held at Kazi Nazrul Islam
auditorium on the occasion.

Different cultural organi-

tar
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Couple, 2 women

commit

STAR NATIONAL DESK

A couple allegedly commit-
ted suicide in Mymensingh
while two women killed
themselves in separate

places of Pabna on Saturday:.
Nazim Uddin, 45, a
farmer and his wife Hasina
Akhtar, 35, of Kamat village
in Kachina union of Bhaluka
in Mymensingh allegedly
committed suicide on
Saturday, reports our corre-

spondent.
Police said, the couple

committed suicide by hang-
ing themselves from the ceil-
ing of their house following a
feud over family affairs. They
had two sons- Abdul Hannan,

20, and Harunur Rashid, 18.
Family sources said,

Nazim Uddin, son of late
Abdul Gani was slightly
lunatic and the couple used
to lock in altercation over

family matters.
Following an altercation

on Saturday night, Hasina
might have committed
suicide first while Nazim
Uddin followed her, said
Narendra Nath Sarker, offi-

'suicide’

cer-in-charge (OC) of
Bhaluka police station.

In Pabna, two women
allegedly committed suicide
in separate places of Iswardi
upazila on Saturday, reports

our correspondent.
Sources said Merina

Khatun, 30, wife of Idris Ali,
committed suicide by hang-
ing herself at Masuriapara in
the upazila headquarters

following a family feud.
Family sources said Idris

had enmity with his brother
Anis and Idris was sent to jail

recentlyinacasefiled by Anis.
Idris's wife requested

Anis to withdraw the case.

Refused by Anis, Merina
allegedlykilled herself.
In another incident,

Najmunnahar Begum, 48, of
Dhulti-Boharpur area of the
upazila became seriously
shocked following the death
of her only son in road mis-
hap last year. She took sev-
eral attempts to commit
suicide since then.

On Saturday, she took
poison and fell seriously
sick. She died after admis-
sion at Iswardi Hospital.

Three youths jailed
for stalking

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Mobile courts in Dinajpur
and Patuakhali on Saturday
sentenced three youths to
jail for stalking school and

madrasa students.
A mobile court in

Dinajpur sentenced a truck
driver to one-month jail for
stalking a schoolgirl in
Birampur upazila on
Saturday morning.

Convict Azim Babu, 20, is
son of Motiar Rahman of
Collegepara area under
Birampur town, reports our
correspondent.

Police said, a mobile court
led by Md Shawkat Osman,
assistant commissioner of
land of Birampur upazila
caught Babu on Saturday
morning following a com-
plaint from the parents of the

our correspondent.
Md Zakir Hossain, UNO of

Patuakhali Sadar upazila, also
executive magistrate delivered

the judgment onthespot.
The convicts are Al Amin

alias Rasel, 18, of Sabujbagh
area and Rafiqul Islam
Murad, 19, of Jainkathi area
in the town.

Police said, both the boys
used to sexually harass a
female student of class eight
at Kourakhali Dakhil
Madrasa under Jainkathi
union in Sadar upazila.
Recently, Rasel made a pro-
posal which was turned
down by the girl. On
Saturday evening, they went
to the house of the girl and

tried to call herout.
The villagers besieged

them and caught them with
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