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Minister

FROM PAGE 20
to Tk 400 extortion at each
designated point across the
country.

Demanding an end to such
unbridled extortion by police,
he suggested removal of hat-
bazars (markets) from both
sides of the highway to reduce
the trafficjam.

The meeting chaired by
Communications Minister
Syed Abul Hossain asked the
district administration to take
steps to remove traffic jams in
front of shopping centres and
from highways during the
Ramadan.

The meeting asked the
authorities concerned to
make sure that drivers of
private cars, jeeps and
microbuses fasten their seat
belts, and do not use cell
phoneswhile driving.

The communications
minister asked the law enforc-
ers to take legal action against
motorcyclists who do not
wear helmets while driving.

The meeting also asked the
authorities concerned to take
legal action against the viola-
torsof traffic rules.

Chairman of the parlia-
mentary standing committee
on communications ministry
Mujibur Rahman, divisional
commissioners, metropolitan
police commissioners and
representatives of transport
owners association and Road

Transport Workers
Federation, among others,
attended the meeting.

Bangladeshi dies
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to India crossing Burimari

border on Saturday night.

“BSF men chased my son
and others while they were
returning home crossing the
river. They threw stones at
them that killed Rafiqul,” he
added.

“We have sent a letter to
the BSF of BS Bari camp in
the morning asking its offi-
cials for a flag meeting but
are yet to hear from them,”
Subedar Based said.

The body was sent to
Lalmonirhat General
Hospital for an autopsy.

Roads
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Ministry sources say frequent

accidents on many of those
roads claim several thousand
lives every year.

Countless potholes cou-
pled with stagnant rainwater
on roads across the country
are making the usually short
journeys long-hour hazards.
The potholes filled with rain-
water have also become a
death trap.

Home Minister Sahara
Khatun on last Sunday blamed
the poor state of a road in her
constituency at city's Dakkhin
Khanforanaccident.

Earlier on February 3, a
number of Awami League
lawmakers in parliament
voiced concern over the poor
condition of roads and high-
ways across the country and
held responsible the commu-
nications minister for the
delayin repairing those.

Tofail Ahmed, an AL vet-
eran, on that day described
the sorry state of the road in
Brahmanbaria and shared the
bitter experience of his visit to
the area.

Deputy Speaker Col (retd)
Shawkat Ali, who was presid-
ing over the House sitting, also
supported Tofail.

HC summons
FROM PAGE 20

the MD, while the two top
executives of the company
as to why they should not be
asked to compensate the
victims.

Four workers died on July
21 when a makeshift lift
carrying them collapsed in a
terrifying free-fall at an
under-construction build-
ingin the capital's Kakrail.

The HC bench of Justice
AHM Shamsuddin
Chowdhury Manik and
Justice Gobinda Chandra
Tagore issued the order
following a report headlined
"Construction Sites: Safety
rules defied" published in
The Daily Star on July 23.

Asgar Ali, a worker of the
building, earlier filed a mur-
der case against four officials
of the construction firm and
a contractor in connection
with the deaths.

But Asgar told The Daily
Star that the Builders for
Future Limited settled the
matter by giving Tk 3 lakh to
each of the victim's family,
and they are now preparing
towithdraw the case.

The court also issued a
rule upon the government to
explain within two weeks
why it should not be directed
to prosecute the persons
who were allegedly trying to
withdraw the case and settle
itoutside of the court.

Transit thru'
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at alimited scale.

Officials at the ministries
of foreign affairs and com-
merce said, a framework of
transit agreement may be
signed alongside two to
three protocols during the
Indian prime minister's
Dhaka visitin September.

[tis also possible that only
the framework will be signed
during Manmohan's tour
and the protocols towards
the year-end, they said.

The committee, led by
Tariff Commission
Chairman Mujibur Rahman,
in the report recommended
signing of the framework
before introducing the facili-
ties.

They also suggested
inking of different protocols
for different routes under
the framework.

Formed in November last
year, the committee submit-
ted the report to the govern-
ment in April but made no
recommendation on the
fees to be charged for transit.

[t will determine fees
within next two weeks and
make recommendations to
the government accordingly,
a Tariff Commission official
said.

“lassume the agreements
to be signed will be only on
certain routes,” Finance
Minister AMA Muhith told
journalists at a views

exchange meeting at the
Economic Reporters' Forum
(ERF).

Mubhith said they will sit
in August and finalise the
routes for which deals will be
signed.

The finance minister also
said it will take time to open
all the routes.

Muhith said the commit-
tee on transit submitted a
primary report to the Prime
Minister's economic affairs
adviser and he was yet to get
its copy. So, he is not in a
position to say anything
specific at this moment.

An official of the Tariff
Commission said the frame-
work of the agreement will
contain, among other
things, outlines of the routes
and how those would be
made operational. Besides,
issues related to transit with
Nepal and Bhutan will also
be there.

The protocols will men-
tion the amount of fees and
other detailed modalities.

The official said, the
committee will recommend
separate fees for routes on
rail, road and waterway.
They will be charged per
kilometre per tonne.

The government will
finalise fees through negoti-
ation with India following
the committee recommen-
dations.

PM sees
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92 percent implementation

rate, so those allegations are
wrong,” she said.

[In this connection,
Hasina mentioned that the
government has improved
the power generation and
already 1,900 megawatt of
electricity has been included
in the national grid after the
present government
assumed power.

She said that the govern-
ment has to improve the
power generation further as
the foreign investment is
increasing day by day.

“Bangladesh is now an
attractive place for invest-
ment. Huge investment
proposals are coming every
day. For more foreign invest-
ment we have to provide
them electricity and we are
committed to improve the
situation,” she said.

In this regard, the premier
said that there is a problem
the government is facing
regarding foreign invest-
ment, which is land. “The
land is limited in the country
and we will not allow using
the agriculture land for any

donors'

other purpose. We have to
protect the agriculture
land,” she said.

Referring to the BNP-
Jamaat alliance govern-
ment, she said that they
earned a lot of money using
the state power and they
thought that this money
would bring them to power
again.

“At least they have had a
lesson this time that by
money it is not possible to
bring everything,” she said.

Hasina underscored the
need for political stability for
the uninterrupted develop-
ment of the country.

The government has to
ensure food security, social
safety net and employment
generation, she said.

She also said that the
government will turn the
country's population into
wealth by providing them
education and technical
knowledge.

IEB President Engineer
Nurul Huda and its honorary
General Secretary Engineer
Abdus Sabur led the delega-
tion.

Dhaka rolls out
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State Minister for Liberation
War Affairs Tajul Islam,
Sheikh Hasina's daughter
and an organiser of the con-
ference Saima Wazed
Hossain and BSMMU Vice
Chancellor Pran Gopal Datta.

Sonia is in Dhaka at
Sheikh Hasina's invitation to
attend a conference on "Au-
tism Spectrum Disorder and
Developmental Disabilities
in Bangladesh and South
Asia" as the chief guest. She is
expected to meet the foreign
minister and call on the
prime minister and the presi-
dent during her 24-hour stay.

She will also attend a
special ceremony at
Bangabhaban where
President Zillur Rahman will
confer "Bangladesh Freedom
Honour" posthumously to
former Indian prime minis-
ter Indira Gandhi. Sonia will
receive the award, the high-
est Bangladesh honour for
any foreign national, on
behalf of her assassinated
mother-in-law.

The award includes a 200
tola gold medal and a three-
page citation that reads "Mrs
Indira Gandhi stood by the
side of the people of
Bangladesh from the begin-
ning of the Liberation War
despite various adversities.

She provided shelter to
about one crore Bangladeshi
refugees. She provided cour-
age in the Liberation War by
facing different diplomatic
hurdles. She played a great
role in freeing Bangabandhu
from Pakistani jail. Her con-
tribution to Bangladesh's
Liberation War will be
remembered forever."

Noted artists Qayyum
Chowdhury and Hashem
Khan designed the medal
symbolising fraternity, peace
and achievement.

The award's teak frame
contains two plates on both
sides of a folded box where
the medal is kept. Fifty-year-
old teak, preserved by the
Department of Forest, was
used for the frame.

The plate on the left side
contains the name of
Sreemati Indira Gandhi,
statesman and former prime
minister of India, inscribed in
gold in Bangla and English
while the plate on the right
has the signatures of
Bangladesh President Zillur
Rahman and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina.

The plate on the left men-
tions that the award was
conferred as the highest
token of respect and grati-
tude of Bangalee nation for
Indira Gandhi's immense
contribution to Bangladesh's
War of Independence.

Sonia visits Bangladesh
ahead of Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh's
trip to Dhaka scheduled for
September.

Diplomatic sources
termed Sonia's visit a “won-
derful idea” that will
strengthen the ties between
India and Bangladesh. India
has a special relationship
with Bangladesh, and partic-
ularly the Nehru-Gandhi
family had been very close to
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and is also
close to Sheikh Hasina.

Sonia will speak at the
conference on autism along-
side Sri Lanka's First Lady
Shiranthi Rajapaksa and
Maldives vice-president's
wife Ilham Hussain.
Fehmida Mirza, speaker of
the National Assembly of
Pakistan, was due to attend
the conference, but could
not come for pre-
occupation athome.

Butcher shops
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Fire fighters said around 40
mostly butcher shops were
burnt to ashes.

“The fire took a few min-
utes to engulf the whole
floor, "said a butcher shop
owner Saiful Islam.

He said he had 40 goats
tied in an iron case in his
shop. "All of them were
burnt alive. I could do noth-
ing to save the animals. I just
ran for mylife,” he said.

Saiful said like some other
meat traders he also lost a
large quantity of meat ready
forsale.

A vegetable vendor
Mohammad Hasan Ali said
he was asleep in his shop
with two employees. He was
awakened by fire alarm
raised by other people living
inthe market.

It took about two hours
for 11 fire-fighting units to
douse the blaze.

The traders estimated the
loss at about Tk one crore,
though fire brigade officials
said it would be much less.

Amini sued
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permission of the ministry.

Nazrul Islam Sarder, a
lawyer of Dhaka Judge's
Court, filed the case with the
Dhaka Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court against
Amini on charges of making
derogatory comment about
the country’s constitution.

According to the com-
plaint, Amini told a meeting
in the city's Lalbagh on July
14 that the recently-
amended constitution will
be thrown into the dustbin.
Amar Desh, a Bangla daily,
published the comment the
nextday.

The complainant also
said the accused is a close
collaborator of militants.

In the past, Amini along
with his supporters brought
Out a procession in support
of Afghan Talibans, the com-
plainant added.

Meantime, a High Court
bench yesterday summoned
Amini to appear before it on
August 2 to explain his
remarks about the constitu-
tion. The bench earlier set
the date for July 27 following
a writ petition by writer and
columnist Shahriar Kabir.

The HC also ordered the
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
commissioner to take legal
steps against the 10] leader
for making the comment.

BNP upbeat
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the government to disclose

details of all deals signed
with India. He hopes the
government will discuss
water sharing, transit deal
and border killing with Sonia
and ensure the country's
interest in transit deal,
Alamgir said.

The BNP leader also said
they have to see whether
Bangladesh is getting the fair
share of water and the bor-
derkillingis stopped.

Sonia Gandhi arrived in
the capital last night. The
prime minister of India will
also visit Dhaka soon and a
number of deals including
transit are expected to be
signed during his visit.

The main opposition has
been strongly opposing the
government's move to pro-
vide transit facilities to India
as it thinks the country is
getting nothing in return.

The BNP leader told
reporters, "We want to keep
relationship with India on
the basis of equality. Our
chairperson has already said
we have to see first how
Bangladesh can be bene-
fited from the transit deal.”

Implementation of all
deals including transit will
depend on people's sup-
port, he noted.

Supply water
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since the present govern-

mentassumed office.

In 2009, Wasa charged Tk
5.57 per unit which was
raised last year to Tk 6.04 in
the first phase and Tk 6.34 in
the second phase.

Officials said Wasa is
currently supplying 210
crore litres of water daily
against the demand for 225
crore litres. Of the supply
water, 90 percent comes
from 587 deep tube wells
while 10 percent from four
water treatment plants.

Gunman acted alone

FROM PAGE 20
missing people and the toll

could rise to 98, in the worst
case.

NECESSARY!

In his first comment via a
lawyer since he was arrested,
Anders Behring Breivik
expressed willingness to
explain himself in court at a
hearing likely to be held
today about extending his
custody.

"He has said that he
believed the actions were
atrocious, but that in his
head they were necessary,”
lawyer Geir Lippestad told
independent TV2 news,
adding that his client admit-
ted to both the shootings
and the bombing.

Breivik was also arrested
for the bombing in Oslo's
government district that
killed seven people hours
earlier. Police believe Breivik
drove to Utoeya after the
explosion in the capital.

Lippestad, speaking late
on Saturday, did not give
more details of possible
motives by Breivik.

Breivik hated "cultural
marxists”, wanted a "cru-
sade" against the spread of
Islam and liked guns and
weightlifting, web postings,
acquaintances and officials
said.

A video posted on the
YouTube website showed
several pictures of Breivik,
including one of him in a
scuba diving outfit pointing
an automatic weapon,
reports Reuters.

"Before we can start our
crusade we must do our duty
by decimating cultural marx-
ism," said a caption under
the video called "Knights
Templar 2083" on the
YouTube website, which
took down the video on
Saturday.

A 1,500-page electronic
manifesto written in English
and said to be by Breivik -
posted under the pseud-
onym of Andrew Berwick -
was also put online hours
before the attacks, suggest-
ing they had been years in

the planning.

"Once you decide to
strike, it is better to kill too
many than not enough, or
yourisk reducing the desired
ideological impact of the
strike,"” the book said.

The document and the
video repeatedly refer to
multiculturalism and
Muslim immigration; the
author claims to be a fol-
lower of the Knights Templar
-- a medieval Christian
organisation involved in the
Crusades, and sometimes
revered by white suprema-
cists.

IMMIGRATION

Norway has traditionally
been open to immigration,
which has been criticised by
the populist Progress Party,
of which Breivik was a for-
mer member. The Labour
Party, whose youth camp
Breivik attacked, has long
backed multi-culturalism to
accommodate Norway's
different ethnic communi-
ties.

About 100 people stood
solemnly early on Sunday at
a makeshift vigil near Oslo's
main church, laying flowers
and lighting candles.

"We are all in sorrow,
everybody is scared,” said
Imran Shah, a Norwegian
taxi driver of Pakistani heri-
tage, as a light summer driz-
zle fell on unusually empty
Oslo streets.

"At first, people thought
Muslims were behind this,"
he said, referring to some
initial suspicions that the
attacks might have been by
al-Qaeda, perhaps in protest
at Nato-member Norway's
role in Afghanistan or Iraq.

Breivik, tall and blond,
owned a farming company
called Breivik Geofarm,
which a supply firm said he
had used to buy fertiliser --
possibly to make the Oslo
bomb.

Home-grown anti-
government militants have
struck elsewhere in the past,
notably in the United States,
where Timothy McVeigh
killed 168 people with a

truck bomb in Oklahoma
Cityin 1995.

The district attacked is
the heart of power in
Norway. But security is not
tight in a country unused to
such violence and better
known for awarding the
Nobel Peace Prize and medi-
ating in conflicts, including
the Middle East and Sri
Lanka.

YEARS OF PLANNING
Breivik's lawyer Geir
Lippestad told Norwegian
media, "He wanted a change
in society and, from his
perspective, he needed to
force through a revolution,”
Lippestad said. "He wished
to attack society and the
structure of society.”

He added that the actions
had been planned for some
lime.

The suspectis reported to
have had links with right-
wing extremists.

Police have not specu-
lated on motives for the
attack but the bomb in Oslo
targeted buildings con-
nected to Norway's govern-
ing Labour Party, and the
youth camp on Utoeya
island was also run by the
party.

His lawyer, Lippestad,
said: "He's stated that he
went to Utoeya to give the
Labour Party a warning that
'doomsday would be immi-
nent' unless the party
changed its policies."

Lippestad says the sus-
pect remained calmed and
balanced throughout a 10-
hour night of interrogation.

"I think he's realised what
he's done, and he views
himselfas sane,” he said.

Norway has had prob-
lems with neo-Nazi groups
in the past but the assump-
tion was that such groups
had been largely eliminated
and did not pose a signifi-
cant threat, says the BBC's
Richard Galpin, near the
island which remains cor-
doned off by police.

Sugar available, price normal
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remained above Tk 70 a kg,

reported our correspondent.

The slump in the prices
came after a series of devel-
opments in the day includ-
ing a High Court directive to
the government to take
necessary steps to stop illegal
hoarding of sugar and soy-
bean oil.

The courtalso directed the
government to take steps to
make sure that sugar prices
do not exceed Tk 65 a kg, and
soybean oil prices do not
cross Tk 109 a litre. The gov-
ernment last week fixed the
price ceilings ahead of the
Ramadan when demand for
bothincreases.

The High Court issued the
order following a petition by
Human Rights and Peace for
Bangladesh (HRPB) on the
basis of recent reports in the
media about a dearth of
sugar in the market, and
selling of the essential com-
modity above the govern-
ment fixed price ceiling.

In a separate develop-
ment yesterday, refiners and
wholesalers ata meeting with
Bangladesh Tariff
Commission (BTC)
Chairman Md Mozibur
Rahman promised to sell
sugar within the government
fixed price ceiling.

After the meeting, the BTC
chairman said the business-
men promised him that they

will increase supply of the
item so that normalcy
returns to the prices in the
domestic market.

"I hope you will be able to
see the impact of the meeting
from tomorrow as the busi-
nessmen promised to
increase supply of the item,"
said the BTC chairman after
the meeting yesterday.

Early this week, sugar
became unavailable in many
groceries in the capital amid
fears of mobile court's crack-
down against selling of the
item for higher than the
government fixed price ceil-
ing.

The retailers got the jitters
as a section of wholesalers,
cashing in on the supply
crunch of ready sugar due to
closure of four out of six
refiners, charged up to Tk 71
forakg.

Yesterday retailers at
Karwan Bazar said they got
delivery of sugar from two
refiners --Deshbandhu and
AM Refinery -- for Tk 62-63.5
akg.

Deshbandhu Sugar and S
Alam Sugar -- two of the four
refiners which had sus-
pended production,
resumed production early
thisweek.

Mill supply also increased
at the wholesale hub,
Moulvibazar, causing the
wholesale prices to drop,
according to Abul Hashem,

vice-president of Bangladesh
Sugar Merchants
Association.

"We got delivery of sugar
in the morning today. We are
selling for 65 taka a kilo-
gram,' said Mohammad
Jahirul Islam Rasel owner of
Bhai Bhai General Store in
front of Hatirpool kitchen
market.

The store suspended
selling sugar until Saturday in
the face of higher wholesale
prices.

Biswajit Saha, general
manager of one of the major
commodity processors City
Group of Industries, said the
company will sell a kg of
sugar for Tk 58 at the mill gate
until the Eid.

"You will see the impact
on the market from tomor-
row, ' he said yesterday.

City Group began to sell
sugar and cooking oil at
government fixed prices at
five different points of the
capital on trucks.

The company will sell two
kg of sugar for Tk 65 a kg, and
two litres of packaged cook-
ingoilforTk 120 alitre to each
buyer.

Supply of sugar is
expected to increase further
as Meghna Group of
Industries’ Managing
Director Mostafa Kamal said
they will also resume pro-
ductionin aweek.

Price hike for four reasons
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The businessmen gave four
reasons behind the price
spiral of sugar-- disruption
to supply for closure of four
sugar refineries, recent
hartals, high prices of sugar
on the international market
and some unscrupulous
traders’' greed for profit.

“The meeting was fruit-
ful. T hope things will be
sorted out by tomorrow
[today]. They [businessmen]
assured the prime minister
that they would anyvhow
keep the market stable and
normal,” said Commerce
Minister Faruk Khan after
the meeting.

Mostofa Azad
Chowdhury Babu, acting
president of the Federation
of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry,

said four of the six sugar
refineries had been shut for
few months for unavailabil-
ity ofimported raw sugar.

“It caused sugar prices to
goup,” he said.

Besides, hartals, panic
purchase by consumers,
traffic jam and the refiners’
delay in appointing distribu-
tors across the country were
also responsible for the
sudden price hike, he said.

The good news is, he
added, three of the four
refineries--Deshbandhu,
Meghna and S Alam Group--
resumed production three
days ago, and will start sup-
plying sugar in the next two
or three days, he said.

“We promised that we
will sell the basic commodi-
ties at government-fixed
rates, as their supply is

improving gradually,” said
Babu, who led the business
team.

Mostafa Kamal, manag-
ing director of Meghna
Group of Industries, said
sugar prices went up abnor-
mally for panic purchase by
customers and temporary
shutdown of some sugar
refineries.

He said his company will
restart sugar sale to whole-
salers today, borrowing it
from other mills.

The government on July
20 fixed the mill gate price of
sugar between Tk 58 and Tk
62 a kg, and Tk 63 a kg at the
wholesale level and Tk 65 a
kg at retail level. The price of
edible oil was set at Tk 109 a
litre at the retail level.

Aid reaches
drought-
ravaged
Somalia

AFP, Nairohi

The International Red Cross
said yesterday it had handed
out 400 tonnes of food in
drought-hit parts of rebel-
held southern Somalia as the
UN prepares to host emer-
gency talks on the crisis in the
region.

"The distribution look
place in the Bardera district
and passed without incident,
with the knowledge of the
authorities and the recipi-
ents," ICRC spokesman Yves
Van Loo told AFP in Nairobi.

It is the first ICRC-led food

drop direct to locals in
Shebab-controlled zones
since 2009, he said, adding
that further food drops will
take place in the coming
days.

Pak troop dies
in thwarted
suicide attack

AFP, Peshawar

A Pakistani soldier was killed
yesterday as troops foiled an
attempt by a suicide bomber
to attack a military
checkpost near the Afghan
border, officials said.

The bomber's explosives
detonated when he was shot
outside the Chag Malai post
seven kilometres (four
miles) east of Wana, the
main town in the lawless
South Waziristan region,
local official Saifur Rehman
told AFP.

Withdraw
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Daily Star asking not to be
identified.

A number of other villag-
ers echoed him.

They said the outraged
villagers took the law in their
own hands and killed the
students, as the law enforc-
ers failed to take action
against repeated incidents
ofrobbery.

Responding to
newspersons' question as to
alleged involvement of law
enforcers in the incident,
Deputy Inspector General of
Police Mohammad Amir
Uddin said they will probe
everything aboutit.

Mahbubur Rahman,
officer-in-charge of Savar
police, said they were aware
of robberies in the locality
and a team was on patrol
that night. But the angry
villagers killed the six stu-
dents before police reached
the scene.

The investigation team
interviewed some villagers
including Abdul Malek who
filed a robbery case against
the victims.

Khabir Bepari, father of
Al-Amin, said the team
heard the incident from his
son for two and a half hours
and took both of their signa-
tures.

The victims' families
appealed to the team for
immediate withdrawal of
the robbery charges against
the six slain students and Al-
Amin.

The slain students were
Towhidur Rahman Palash,
Kamruzzaman Kanto,
Shams Rahim Shamam, Sitaf
Jabi Munif, Ibrahim Khalil
and Tipu Sultan.

Abdul Kader Suraj, dis-
abled father of Kanto, lean-
ing on the shoulders of his
relatives arrived on the
scene where his son was
killed. He broke into tears
seeing the ground where his
son was lying dead, and
demanded justice for the
deaths of his son and his
friends.

Families of some other
victims also went to the
scene for the first time along
with the investigation team,
as they dared not to go there
alone.

Over two hundred villag-
ers including women gath-
ered around the investiga-
tion team and protested
various news reports pub-
lished on the issue, and
claimed that the killed
youths were robbers.

Savar police filed a mur-
der case against around 600
unnamed villagers in this
connection and arrested two
accused -- Sanwar Hossain
and Md Selim of Baradeshi --
on Saturday.

The Court of Chief
Judicial Magistrate allowed
police a two-day remand
yesterday to interrogate the
arrested two.



