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Saleh to speak on TV

UN launches Yemen mission

AFP, Sanaa

President Ali Abdullah Saleh
is to speak on television
within days to reassure
Yemenis on his health, three
weeks after being hospita-
lised in Riyadh with bomb
blast wounds, a senior official
said yesterday.

A United Nations mission,

meanwhile, started a 10-day

visit to examine the human

rights situation in Yemen after five months of
street protests against Saleh and deadly

clashes with security forces.

"Ateam fromYemeni television headed to
Riyadh on Monday to carry out an interview
with the president, expected to be aired after
Thursday,” the deputy information minister,

Abdo al-Janadi, told AFP

"In this interview, Saleh will address the
Yemeni people to reassure them about his

health," said Janadi.

Yemen's embattled leader, Saleh, 69, was
flown on June 4 to Riyadh for treatment from
wounds sustained in a bomb blast in the
mosque of his presidential compound in

Sanaa.

The ruling General People's Congress

party, on its website
almotamar.net, said the
president in his television
interview would address "the
coming phase in Yemen and
the steps expected for politi-
cal reform."”

On his return from Riyadh,
Saleh's advisor Abdel Karim
al-Iriani said on Monday that
the president was in "good
health and spirits," but with-

out giving further details.

Iriani said he had discussed "several
national issues"” with Saleh who gave him the

"necessary directives."

The veteran leader has faced nationwide
street protests against his 33-year-long
autocratic rule. He has not appeared in pub-
lic since the bomb attack which killed 11

people and wounded 124 others, among

them senior officials.
In his absence, Vice President Abdrabuh

Mansur Hadi has come under pressure from

the parliamentary opposition and the West
to assume power, while protesters demand

he form an interim ruling council.
But Janadi has ruled out any transfer of

power in Yemen while Saleh remains hospi-

talised in Saudi Arabia.

Egypt accepts
retrial for
Qaeda chiet's
brother

AFP, Cairo

An Egyptian military court
yesterday accepted a retrial
for Al-Qaeda chief Ayman al-
Zawabhiri's brother, who had
been condemned to death in
absentia on terror-related
charges, a military source
said.

In March, Egyptian
authorities had rearrested
Mohammed al-Zawahiri
just days after he was freed
under an amnesty for politi-
cal prisoners.

He had been one of dozens
of political prisoners released
by the ruling Supreme
Council of the Armed Forces
which took power after presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak was
ousted in February.

Zawahiri had been in jail
since 1999 when he was trans-
ferred into Egyptian custody
by the United Arab Emirates
after his arrest there,

Petrobangla wants restricted bidding

FROM PAGE 20
would create syndication

leading to escalation of pro-
jectcost.

They also argued that even
if the government opts for a
restricted tender, why should
it not include other compa-
nies that were pre-qualified in
tenders this year. They
pointed out that eight more
companies were pre-qualified
in a World Bank-financed
pipeline tender this year.

But Energy Secretary
Mesbahuddin told The Daily
Star that if approved, the
tender will actually include all
the bidders pre-qualified in
various past tenders, and will
not be restricted to the four
companies.

Petrobangla Chairman
Husain Monsur, who signed
the May 5 letter, said last week
the tender should not be
limited to four bidders only.

When it was pointed out to
him that as per Petrobangla's
instructions to restrict the

tender to pre-qualified bid-
ders of a particular ADB-
funded project would mean
limiting it to just four bidders,
he said, “We shall take initia-
tives to include more partici-
pation.”

He added that the initiative
forrestricted tender was taken
to save time, as conventional
tender methods lead to
perennial delay.

“This project must be
completed within the next
season. We have already
issued letters to the authori-
ties concerned to acquire land
for the pipeline project,” he
said. “In Sylhet, there are vast
low- lying areas where a pipe-
line can be constructed only
during the winter.”

The three pipelines will
help pump in at least 1,400
million cubic feet per day
(mmecifd) new gas within 2013.
The amount is huge consider-
ing that the country presently
consumes around 2,000
mmcfd gas but has a shortfall

of 500 mmcfd. The shortfall is
affecting power generation,
industries, fertiliser factories,
domestic users and other
consumers.

If the energy ministry
committee approves the
tender, it will be the first
energy tender to be floated
under the special act made
last year to speed up power
sector tenders.

The first pipeline will be a
91-km 30- inch pipeline
between Maheshkhali and
Anwara. This pipeline is vital
for successful implementa-
tion of the government pro-
ject to bring imported lique-
fied natural gas (LNG) from
Qatar to Maheshkali coast,
regassify the LNG and supply
500 mmcfd gas to the national
grid. The government targets
importing LNG from
December next year by con-
structing an import facility.

The second pipeline will be
constructed in two parts to
bring in more than 900

mmcfd gas from three gas
fields in Sylhet, operated by
US company Chevron. The
first part is a 61-km 24-inch
pipeline between Jalalabad
and Bibiyana gas fields and
the second part is a 138-km
36-inch pipeline between
Bibiyana and Dhanua.

The third pipeline will
increase overall gas transmis-
sion between Chittagong and
Dhaka through a 61-km pipe-
line from Ashuganj to
Bakhrabad.

Although the authorities
are talking of saving time now,
the government identified the
need for urgently installing
the pipelines for LNG and
Chevron's gas fields a year
ago. Earlier this year, the
energy adviser at a meeting
with Petrobangla and its
affiliated bodies expressed his
frustration over the slow
progress of these urgent
projects.

Development Project.

16 July 2011.

1. Project Coordinator- SC (SB4) - 1 Post
2. National Technical Adviser -SC (SB4)- 3 Posts

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.
Female candidates are strongly encouraged to apply.

Vacancy Announcement

United Nations Development Programme in Bangladesh announces the vacancy for EE
the following posts for the Improving Democracy through Parliamentary Bangladesh

The duration of the Service Contract is one year initially, subject to renewal on an annual basis
upon satisfactory performance and availability of funds

For details of the Terms of Reference and instructions to apply, please visit our website:
http://www.undp.org.bd/jobs. Applications should be received no later than 17:00 pm, Saturday,

Expression of Interest.

Proposal).

Expression of Interest

"Request for

Expression of Interest”
procurement.bc@undp.org or by a formal request to Procurement Unit, UNDP Bangladesh with contact
details that will register the Company in the list of participants, so that any correspondence, questions
regarding the "Request for Expression of Interest” documents and their respective answers can be sent to all
participating Companies.

documents

Procurement of Seismic Risk Assessment and Capacity
Enhancement on Retrofitting in Bangladesh

applying to

the e-mail

Bangladesh

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in Bangladesh hereby requests Expression of
Interest (EOI) from interested Companies/Organizations/Institutions(International/National) to identify
and short-list potential Companies to be invited for the solicitation process for carrying out the services
related to earthquake risk & damage assessments, subsequent database generation and preparation of spatial
contingency plan as well as seismic risk assessment with the development of retrofitting design of 06
targeted township areas and 03(three) buildings respectively as mentioned in the detailed Request for

The Short-listing of Companies against this Request for Expression of Interest shall be done based on the
evaluation (short listing) criteria as mentioned in the detailed Request for Expression of Interest and only
the successful Companies will be contacted further for the next step of the solicitation process (Request for

Submission of EOI: The interested Companies/Organizations/Institutions (International/National) shall
submit the EOI in Printed (hard copy) and/or Electronic Version with all supporting documentations, as
per the requirements of Request for Expression of Interest. The Electronic Version shall be submitted in
PDF format to procurement.bc@undp.org. The hard copies of EOI shall be submitted to REGISTRY,
UNDP, IDB Bhaban (12th Floor), Begum Rokeya Sharani, Agargaon, Dhaka-1207 Bangladesh. The EOI
shall not be considered as responsive if not submitting as per the requirements of Request for Expression of
Interest. The Printed version shall be submitted in sealed envelope with marking EOI for "Seismic Risk
Assessment and Capacity Enhancement on Retrofitting in Bangladesh". The deadline for submission of
EOI is 19 July 2011, 12:00 PM Bangladesh Time.

All interested Companies/Organizations/Institutions(International/National) may request the detailed

address of

|
"

PHOTO: AFP

New Zealand Prime Minister John Key (L) shakes hands with Congress Party President and Chairperson of the UPA
Government, Sonia Gandhi during a meeting in New Delhi on yesterday. Key is on a five-day visit to India to strengthen

trade and bilateral relations.

ONLINE PIRACY

Hollywood fights in UK court case

AFP, London

Lawyers for the association, which is

Hollywood film studios launched legal
action yesterday against Britain's big-
gest Internet service provider in a fight
against online piracy, thought to be the

first case of its kind in the country.

The Motion Picture Association
(MPA), which represents studios
including Twentieth Century Fox and
Walt Disney, is urging a judge to grant
an order forcing telecoms group BT to
cut offaccess to the Newzbin website.

taking the action at the High Court in
London, argue that British-based
Newzbin is guilty of copyright infringe-
ments and has contributed to the film
industry suffering "huge losses."

The site, which has about 700,000
members, provides links to unauthor-
ised versions of copyrighted films and
TV programmes.

"The applicants and others have
been making huge efforts, not only
against the Newzbin website, but

against piracy in general and yet the
industries are still suffering huge losses
to piracy,” Richard Spearman, repre-
senting the MPA, told the court.

"If the order is not made, websites
such as Newzbin will simply be able to
move offshore, anonymise the individ-
uals behind the website and cock a
snook at the courts and at rights hold-
erswho put their trust in the courts."

The MPA won a court battle against
Newzbin last year and the site was
taken offline.
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