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Rainy welcome
at Cox's Bazar

SPORTS REPORTER

The national cricketers took
part in their first session in a
rainy Cox's Bazar yesterday
after arriving earlier in the
afternoon.

After arecovery runin the
beach, trainer Grant Luden
informed that the cricketers
will have a busy day today.

"There will be an explo-

sive team building session
where they will help each
other in time trials. They
have to carry sandbags and

each other," he said.
"Afterwards, weather

permitting, we will go for hill
running,” added the South

African.
The five-day stay in Cox's

Bazar is the last leg of fitness
work for the cricketers who
began the camp in the first

week of June.
Earlier, they had a resi-

dential camp at BKSP where
they took part in full fitness
sessions as well as trying out

other sports like boxing and
football.

Vice-captain Tamim
Igbal did not travel to
the beach town as the
left-handed opener is pre-
paring to fly to England to
play county cricket for

Nottinghamshire.
The cricketers will return

to the capital on June 30 and
after that the skill training
will start at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium in
Mirpur.

Premier Div
basketball

SPORTS REPORTER

Dhumketu edged past
Mohammadpur Basketball
Club by 66-62 points in the
Citycell Premier Division
Basketball League at the
Dhanmondi Basketball

Gymnasium vyesterday.
Dhumketu led the first half

of the keenly contested
match 30-29. Amit netted 23
points for Dhumketu while
Nahid scored 25 for the
losing Mohammadpur.

In the matches played on
Saturday night, Greggs beat
Hornets SC by 84-48 points
while Gregarious defeated
Rangers by 59-52 points.

Critical trip
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also at work with little confi-

dence on Bangladesh's ability.

The BCCI is implicitly
behind this change and since
Bangladesh were heavily
involved with their claim to
presidency at stake, even a
good bargain with the power-
ful neighbours would have
come as aboon.

But Asian solidarity, just like
colonial collaboration, is a thing
of the past and not an inch can
be expected from cricket's latest
clique. It is no longer region but
money that polarises the mem-
bers and India's wish will be top
oftheagenda.

Even if Bangladesh had
asked for some succour, they
were clearly shown the door.
India will not host Bangladesh
for another eight years while
England have also refused to
host the Tigers for Tests
though they accommodated a
tour during the last Future
Tours Programme.

In fact, Bangladesh have
been given 42 Tests in the FTP
for 2012-2020, an increase of
only 9 games from the previ-
Ous programime.

Kamal has departed to the
state-city with much wvigour
although possibility of bagging
anythingsignificant is minimal.

Now it remains to be seen
how much the BCB president
can win with his already bat-
tered cricket diplomacy:.

Marut, Kala
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convict the alleged clubs.

Chairman of the commit-
tee and BFF's senior vice-
president Salam Murshedy
said: "Refereeing to reports
published on national dailies,
we have called Maruful Haque
and Salauddin Kala to inform
us about their knowledge of
match-fixing and [ expect to
talk to them tomorrow (Mon-
day). This information will
surely help us a lot to prepare

our report.”
The committee is also

expected to recommend BFF
to investigate the matter
further through any govern-
mentinvestigation agency.

Vettel's sixth in eight

AFP, Valencia
Defend-
,E ing For-
mula One
world

champion Sebastian Vettel
won the European Grand Prix
here on Sunday to extend his
lead in the overall standings
with his sixthwin in eight races.

The 23-year-old German
dispelled any thoughts that
his last lap error in Canada a
fortnight ago which cost him
victory would have an
adverse effect on him as he
coasted home in his Red Bull
to beat Spain's Fernando

Alonso in a Ferrari.
Vettel's Australian team-

mate MarkWebberwas third.

he got everything right. It was

just perfect.”
On a sweltering early

summer afternoon by the
Mediterranean, Vettel pro-
duced a start to match the
weather as the air tempera-
ture rose beyond 30 degrees
Celsius and the track temper-

ature hit the high-40's.
This signalled potential

degradation problems for the
tyres, but Vettel made light of
any concerns as he pulled
clear without any fuss to lead
by 1.3 seconds at the end of
the openinglap.

Both McLarens were slow to
pull off the grid and gave the
Ferraris of Alonso and Massa
an invitation to attack. Webber,
caught in a scarlet pincer

move, managed to survive.
That left him second

behind the champion with
Alonso third, Massa fourth
and Hamilton fifth at the
end of the opening lap,
Rosberg also having started
well to find his way past

Button into sixth.
The 2009 champion, how-

ever, was not content to bide
his time and found a way past
the young German with a late-
braking move into Turn Two
thatlifted him into the top six.
The positions pretty much
stayed the same in a race
lacking in the drama from
Canada a fortnight ago with
only Alonso's daring overtak-
ing of Webber enough to send
the home crowd into ecstasy.

It was just the fourth time
in Formula One history that
all the drivers finished the
race and first time since the
Italian Grand Prixin 2005.

Great Britain's 2008 cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton for
McLaren honoured his
pledge to restrain his dare-
devil style and finish the race,

taking fourth place.
Brazilian Felipe Massa in

the second Ferrari and
Briton Jenson Button, in the
second McLaren, finished
fifth and sixth.

German Nico Rosberg was
seventh for Mercedes and
Spaniard Jaime Alguersuari
produced a stunning drive to
take eighth for Toro Rosso
with Germans Adrian Sutil
ninth for Force India and Nick

Heidfeld 10th for Renault.
"Ooooooh yes, baby!"

screamed Vettel over his team
radio after winning. "That is
better than anything you can

imagine this year. Yes. Yehhhh!
Vettel, whose other two

finishes this year were as
runner-up, produced the
perfect riposte to those who
felt he might buckle under

pressure.
Team chief Christian
Horner paid tribute to Vettel.
"He just enjoyed this
afternoon as you could see.
He drove a fantastic race and

PHOTO: AFP
Red Bull Racing's German driver Sebastian Vettel raises

his arms in celebration of winning the European Grand
Prix at the Valencia Street Circuit yesterday.

Y Cricket

SPORT DESK

Bangladesh captain Shakib Al Hasan's bowl-
ing-heavy form for Worcestershire continued
as he was dismissed for just 5 while taking 4
wickets for 31 runs in Worcestershire's41-run
win over Yorkshire in their Friends Life t20
match at New Road, Worcester yesterday.
Shakib faced eight balls before he fell
victim to Yorkshire medium pacer Rich Pyra,
but teammates Moeen Ali (40 off 20), Alexei
Kervezee (56 off 36) and James Cameron (55
off 37) more than made up for it to take the

Shakib propels Worcs

score to a formidable 183 for 7.
Like on Saturday against Leicestershire,

Shakib was Worcestershire's best bowler,
breaking the back of the Yorkshire batting by
claiming the four middle order wickets of
Adam Lyth, Anthony McGrath, Joe Root and
Ajmal Shahzad. His figures at one stage read
15 for 4 from three overs, but Shakib was

taken for 16 in his last over.
Yorkshire's England cricketer Tim

Bresnan tried to make a match out of it with
some late order blows, but Yorkshire were
always behind the eight-ball, and were even-
tually dismissed for 142 off the last ball of the
19th over.

SLPL to go on sans India

'

\@l Cricket

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka Cricket will push ahead with its inau-
gural premier league with Australian and Paki-
stani players, despite a no-show by Indian
stars, the island's sports minister said Sunday.
"We will lose a bit of money because Indian
players are not coming but the tournament
will be played as planned,” Mahindananda
Aluthgamage told AFP after failed talks to
bring the Board of Control for Cricket in India

(BCCI) on board.
Fast bowlers Praveen Kumar and Munaf

Patel were among 12 Indian players who were
blocked by the BCCI from playing in the T20
Sri Lankan Premier League (SLPL) from July
19 to August 4.

The minister said the Indian board's reluc-
tance stemmed from media reports that the
event was being organised by a Singapore-
based company with alleged links to Lalit
Modi, the sacked former boss of the Indian

Premier League.

"Mr Modi is not involved in our tourna-
ment. But we have to accept India's deci-
sion. We remain friends with India,"

Aluthgamage said.
The London-based Modi faces criminal

charges, including false accounting, and
accusations by the BCCI that more than 106
million dollars were misappropriated during
his three-year tenure as IPL chairman.

The Singapore-based Somerset Entertain-
ment Ventures, who won the marketing rights
for five years, has already paid an advance of
300,000 dollars to Sri Lanka Cricket, the local
Sunday Times newspaper reported.

It said India's reluctance had led to broad-
caster ESPN withdrawing support for the
tournament, which will feature seven teams
and will include a mix of local and interna-

tional players.
The newspaper said top Sri Lanka Cricket

officials met Somerset chairman Sandeep M
Bhammer and chief executive Kunal
Bhargava on Friday for talks, but details of the
discussion remained unclear.

[lievski imparts pressing
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left to prepare themselves before the home

match and it is yet to be found how quickly
they can adopt to the new coach Ilievski's

strategy.
Both Emily and Mamunul said that that

the style followed by Ilievski, that of pressing
football, is similar to the one introduced by
former coach Zoran Djordjevic introduced
during SA Games, and that they would not
have much difficulty adopting to Ilievski's
style.

“He prefers pressing football which we
had learnt from Djordjevic. In this style you
regain possession as soon as possible after
losing it and I think we will be able to cope

with his strategy,” said Emily.

It was seen during the practice that the
coach preferred his players to release the ball
as soon as possible and take his position
while a defender or a defensive midfielder
goes to the attack to strengthen the forward
line keeping four defenders intact in the
backline.

Ilievski is more or less happy after the
session and apparently declined to mention
whether any player drew his attention.

“The standard of Bangladesh football is
not like that of Brazil and they don't have a
player like Messi,” Ilievski said. “It is a game
of eleven players and I prefer to emphasise
onall of them, not justasingle one.”

ICC's crucial
meeting on

VY Cricket

AFP, Hong Kong

Cricket's governing body began its annual conference on
Sunday with all eyes on controversial proposals to scrap its
rotating presidency and bar non-Test playing nations from the
nextWorld Cup.

The International Cricket Council (ICC) kicked off four days
of meetings between the chief executives' committee and exec-
utive board, followed by a full council meeting on June 30, at a
glitzy hotel in downtown Hong Kong.

The conference will consider moves, reportedly spear-
headed by India and England, to scrap the two-year rotational
presidency, although details of any new system remain unclear.

The proposal is expected to be met with vehement opposi-
tion from Pakistan and Bangladesh, who are scheduled to nomi-
nate the body's next-but-one leader to take power from 2014.

Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) chairman Ijaz Butt told report-
ers before leaving for Hong Kong: "It's Pakistan's turn to nomi-
nate the president or the vice-president so we will not allow
anyone tosnatch thatright.

"We have already shown our reservations on both the
amendments and since the matter will be discussed at the meet-
inglam not going to make it more public.”

The ICC will also review its unpopular decision to limit the
2015 World Cup, in Australia and New Zealand, to the 10 full-
member teams -- excluding countries such as Ireland, the Neth-
erlands, Canada and Kenya.

ICC president Sharad Pawar has asked his board to discuss
the matter at the conference, with the governing body looking to
avoid a repeat of the seven-week World Cup, deemed by some
critics as unnecessarily lengthy.

Officials are believed to be in favour of retaining a 10-team
limit but may consider a qualifying tournament that would give
minor nations achance ofreaching the event.

Also on the agenda will be the issue of whether the ICC
should adopt the controversial Decision Review System (DRS).

The ICC has announced its desire for the DRS, whereby
teams will be allowed one incorrect referral per innings to the
television umpire, to be used for all Tests, ODIs and Interna-
tional T20s.

Decisions would be checked using video, audio, ball-
tracking and thermal-imaging technology in an innovation
welcomed by most countries.

But powerful India, whose huge revenues give it a dominant
position in the ICC, has never agreed to its use nor played a Test
orone-day series when the DRShas beenin operation.

Another epic by
Novak, Marcos

REUTERS, London

Novak Djokovic and Marcos Baghdatis had
the normally reserved Centre Court crowd
rocking in the aisles on Saturday as they
produced their second Wimbledon block-
busterin four years.

For the record, world number two
Djokovic won 6-4, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 but the
scoreline fails to do justice to a match which had everything
fromtemper tantrums to jaw-droppingrallies.

Serbia's Djokovic demolished his racket frame after one point
that bordered on the preposterous at the end of the second set
but despite feeling heavy-legged he resisted a furious barrage
from the grinning Cypriot showman to reach thelast 16.

The 24-year-old won 41 consecutive matches this year,
including the Australian Open, but few of those wins provided
the sheer sporting theatre that captivated 15,000 fans in Centre
Court and millions around the world on television.

"Imean, playing here the last five years, there were not many
moments when [ saw practically all the Centre Court stadium
on their feet,” Djokovic, who faces French serve and volleyer
Michael Llodra on Monday;, told reporters.

"It was incredible really. It was exciting to see the Centre
Court ofWimbledon being so enthusiastic about the match.

"Me as a player, | have to appreciate that and be happy I was
apartofthe exciting match.”

Once, twice, three times Djokovic, poised to take over as
world number one if Rafael Nadal fails to retain his title here,
buried his racket frame into the dust patch behind the baseline
until his shiny frame was in pieces -- the warning issued by the
umpire almost drowned out by the din.

"I like to make sure,” Djokovic, who beat Baghdatis in a five-
hour epicWimbledon quarterfinal in 2007, joked later.
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England's knight

Sir Ian Botham was the leading sports persunahty
of his time, the anti-establishment paragon and
possibly English cricket's first folk hero since the
days of WG Grace. That is as much as can be said
about his persona because much more significant

" was his on-field exploits.
His folk hero status originated from the 198

- Ashes in England which is otherwise known as | |
‘Botham's Ashes'. Four years into his Test career,
he was made captain and resigned the post after:
. an unsuccessful tenure, and he was not in the best |
. of states mentally. He bagged a pair in the second |
e . Test at Lord's and was not impressive with the ball
; ﬂ either. These failures only kindled Botham's fierce |
. competitive spirit, and what came next will forever
\ be remembered as one of the most outrageously

‘courageous displays of skill on a cricket pitch. .
" England headed to Headingley in Leeds one °
- down in the six-match series and were in trouble J
. pretty soon, following on after being bowled out
for 174. Botham provided a glimpse of what was to
" follow with a swashbuckling 50 off 54 balls. In the
' second innings, 227 runs behind, England were
disintegrating at 105 for 5 as Botham strolled out.

Itwas not just that he wiped out the deficitinthe |
company of tail-enders Graham Dilley and Chris :
Old, neither that England's eventual lead of 130; !
" allowed Bob Willis to put in a sensational bowling =

~ display to win the Test, but the fact that he scored Wy

d 114 of those came in boundaries against ar

sieattack that could all but taste English blood.
. He was far from satisfied with his Headingley
d isplay. There were two more performances, with
 the ball in the fourth Test and with the bat in the
*ﬁfth. which left Australia shell-shocked. Chasing
) " 151 to win at Edgbaston, Australia were 105 for 5
when Botham decided to have his say. They were
121 all out by the time he was finished with a spell

" inwhich he took 5 wickets for 1 run.
. At Old Trafford, Australia trailed by 101 runs ln-

the first innings and when they had England 104
for 5 and saw Botham coming in, the fielders must
y have been reassuring themselves that llghtnlrh

could surely not strike the same place twice. It dig p
1,*,f]i“.l[:vtham scored 118 off 102 balls -- an innings tha
. witnesses claim to be better than his Headingley
' scorcher. To hammer the final nail i in, He took ten

ﬂ wickets in the final Test, which was drawn, as the‘ |

" Aussies surrendered the Ashes 3-1. Cd
~ The myth established, Botham went from

' | strength to strength, and was the highest Tes
1 .in'n{:ket{aker with 383 wickets when he retired. Th
_ only significant black mark on his record was tk
~ henever scored ahundred against the best team ¢ 0
the day, the West Indies. He was neveradlsmplm 1
ﬁ}w.keter and weight pruhlems meant that h
A . ers wve:e on the we mea:-r the end of
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CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 27 Elev. DOWN 14 Grownup
1 Commer- 28 Ladd 1 Overhead kid
cials and 2 Actress 15 Old
4 “"Doo” Alda Moore airline
follower 30 Shemp’s 3 Smear initials
7 First brother tactics 19 Mid-May
victim 33 Guess- 4 Slobber honoree
8 Acrylic work 5 Metallic 20 Work
fiber 36 Jog blend with
10 Scent sans 6 Actress 21 Cobbler’s
11 Wallowed togs Celeste supply
(in) 37 Gambling 7 Met 22 Spud
13 Sofa, game melody 23 Chain
recliner, 38 Sur- 8 Utah part
ottoman, pass politico 24 Exculpate
etc. 39 Kill a Hatch 25 Evil
16 New bill 9 Get snug 26 “King of
Guinea 40 French and cozy Pop,”
port posses- 10 The in
17 Anti- sive whole headlines
mac- 41 English enchilada 28 Mountain
assar cathedral 12 Campus ridge
18 Spotted, city bigwigs 29 Begins
ala 30 Thurber’s
Tweet . . . dreamer
PP di" Solution time: 21 mins. Rl
20 Arm 31 Aware
bone of
21 Cricket, 32 Id
for one counter-
23 Performs part
high- 34 Tom-tom,
tech e.g.
surgery 35 Christ-
25 Sonic — mas
26 Scoff refrain

CRYPTOQUIP
Q1 B s TGOQISL VDGREDO
S D O AR > E O D CDG

ECDGRVDOA, JEPFA LEP KBFF

STBS JBEEDS-L. KEOSGEE?
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WISE FRENCH
ASTROLOGER WHO MADE PREDICTIONS ABOUT

SOME OPENINGS FOR BREATHING: NOSTRIL-DAMUS.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals Y



