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Tonnes of wastes from kitchen markets and
garment factories at five points on the busy
Dhaka-Aricha highway in between Savar
and Aminbazar pose a serious threat to
public health and environment.

The stench from the accumulated gar-
bage at Savar Bazar Stand, Savar Thana
Stand, Genda, Hemayetpur Bazar and
Aminbazar is so pungent and unhealthy that
passers-byare forced to cover their faces.

The entire atmosphere at these five
points is visibly polluted. The piles of rub-
bish from these kitchen markets on the

Roads and Highway
Department, local
municipality blames
each other to hide
responsibility

highway are also obstructing traffic flow. In
the rainy season, the degraded wastes
quickly become sludge turning the thor-
oughfare inaccessible for pedestrians and
dangerously slippery for the motorists.

The local government authorities,
responsible for the waste management, say
they are unable to find suitable places for
disposing off the wastes due to a prohibi-
tion enforced by the highway authorities.

“I am aware of the problem,” says Haji
Refayetullah, the mayor of Savar munici-
pality, “but I am helpless because the high-
way authorities do not allow us to install
containers at these points,” he added.

But Monir Hossain Pathan, Roads and
Highway Department (R&HD) engineer, in-
charge of Dhaka-Aricha highway, categori-
cally contradicted the mayor's claim. He
told The Daily Star that the municipality
authorities in Savar have totally ignored his
repeated requests not to dump rubbish on
the highway.

“They (the municipality authorities) did
not pay any heed to our repeated pleas,” said
Pathan. “If the municipality authorities are
unable to do their job to manage its own
wastes, they should formally inform of the
matter to the Roads and Highway
Department.”

Meanwhile, Rafayetullah, the mayor of
Savar pointed his finger at the traders of the
kitchen market saying, “The market authori-
ties should dispose these wastes of prop-
erly.”

But the president of Savar Hawker
Bohumukhi Samobay Samity, under which
all kitchen markets of the municipality are
run, Selim Uddin said that the municipality
authorities must do the job for which they
pay regular taxes.

Traders in the market as well as residents
nearby blamed the municipality for not
managing the wastes properly.

Dr Abdur Razzak, a resident of Sabujbagh
in Savar, said lives have become unbearable
for people who live near these markets with
piles of rotten rubbish scattered all around.

Sakhina Begum, a pedestrian, said that it
is extremely painful to walk beside these
kitchen markets due to severe stench from
the wastes.

“We have no alternative. If we walk on the
highway escaping from this suffering, we
risk being run over by vehicles,” she added.

Garbage litters Dhaka-Aricha hlghway
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Wastes are dumped beside Dhaka-Aricha Highway at Genda Bus Stand of Savar
while a woman, inset, covers her nose to avoid stenches from the garbage on the
road in front of the kitchen market at Savar Bazar Bus Stand. Five such waste
dumping sites are found on the busy road from Savar to Aminbazar posing a seri-
ous threat to health and environment.
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Media urged not to sensationalise

Anarchy if polls not held
under caretaker govt

reports on migration

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Mass communication and migration experts at a
workshop for media personnel yesterday said the
media should refrain from sensationalising reports
on labour migration and human trafficking.

Being a country with over seven million of its
population working abroad, Bangladesh heavily
depends on their remittance and any reporting on
them must be done with utmost responsibility,
they said.

The workshop was organised by International
Organization for Migration (IOM) at Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel in the city.

In Global Trafficking in Persons report of 2010, the
United States government ranked Bangladesh at
Tier-2 Watch list. This means the country is under
close watch and if the current condition of human
trafficking prevails for several years, the US would

impose economic sanctions, said Rabab Fatima, IOM
regional representative for South Asia.

At the closing session of the two-day workshop,
she said media the plays a big role in shaping public
opinion.

Whenever reporting on human trafficking or
labour migration, journalists are morally obliged to
repeatedly verify information to keep foreign
nations from portraying a negative image about
Bangladesh'slabourforce, she said.

Referring to a newspaper report that stated hun-
dreds of thousands of people are trafficked from
Bangladesh, Fatima said such gross statements have
dire consequences for Bangladesh.

Information Secretary Hedayetullah Al Mamoon
said job migration helps build a strong pillar for the
country's economy and therefore journalists, being
the conscience of the nation, have a huge responsi-
bility to help flourish the sector.

"We do not interfere with the media. Our media
enjoys full freedom. So you have more responsibility,”
hesaid, speakingas the chief guest.

Earlier, Dhaka University Prof Dr Golam Rahman
said negative reporting dominates the media
despite the fact that there are many good practices in
the migration sector. "This trend needs to be
reversed."

Advocate Bithika Hassan of Bangladesh Women
Lawyers' Association said some media sensational-
ise events of rape and sexual harassment to increase
their circulation, which must stop.

Associated Press Bureau Chief in Dhaka Farid
Hossain; Press Institute of Bangladesh Director
General Dulal Chandra Biswas:; National Institute
of Mass Communication Director General Makbul
Ahmed; Bhorer Kagoj Editor Shyamal Dutta; and
I0OM Programme Officer Asif Munier also spoke.

Warns Khandker Mahbub
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Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA)
President Khandker Mahbub Hossain yester-
day said next parliamentary election must be
held under a nonpartisan caretaker govern-

ment, whatever its name may be.
The country would plunge into anarchy

if the next election is not held under such a
neutral government, he said.

He was speaking at a press conference
organised by SCBA at its south hall in the
city marking United Nations International
Dayin Support ofVictims of Torture.

Mahbub, also a member of BNP chair-
person's advisory council, said the oppo-

sition leaders and activists are being tor-
tured after being taken on remand in con-
nection with cases falsely accusing them.

Arafat Rahman Koko, younger son of
BNP chairperson, was convicted and sen-
tenced unlawfully and the government is
politically using the judiciary to harass the
opposition, he said.

Mahbub said a time will come when
democracy will be restored, the judiciary will
be independent and the victimised people
including Arafat will be served justice.

Pro-BNP lawyers Nitai Roy Chowdhury,
Zainul Abedin and Fahima Nasrin Munni
were present at the conference.
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Recipients of Jahanara Imam Memorial Award pose for photograph with the guests
at a function in Women's Voluntary Association auditorium of the city yesterday.
From left are Sanjib Drong, Prof Salahuddin Ahmed, Prof Anupam Sen, Prof Kabir

Chowdhury, Abdur Razzak and Prof Ajoy Roy.
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JAHANARA IMAM'S DEATH ANNIVERSARY OBSERVED
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Some eminent personalities yester-
day demanded repealing the govern-
ment's decision to keep Islam as state
religion and the phrase "Bismillah-
Ar-Rahman-Ar-Rahim" in the pre-
amble to the constitution.

These act as the major barriers
towards establishing secularism, one
of the fundamental principles of the
constitution, theysaid.

They also threatened to launch
tough movement if their demands
are notimmediately met.

They were speaking at a meeting
organised by Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Committee in the city's

Women's Voluntary Association
auditorium marking Shaheed Janani
Jahanara Imam's 17th death anniver-
sary.

Presiding over the function,
National Professor Kabir Chowdhury
demanded imposing a ban on reli-
gion based politics and completely

restoring the 1972 constitution.
The state has no religion. Religion

can be observed at individual and
social levels. The main purpose of a
state should be to ensure security and
facility to the people, he said.

They would gather public opinion
in favour of their demands to estab-

lish asecular state, he added.
Noted cultural personality Kamal

Lohani said if there actually was a war
for liberation in Bangladesh in 1971,
then secularism must be ensured in

the constitution.

"We will sacrifice our blood again
to establish secularism. We have
formed a national committee to

launch our movement,” he added.
The committee --

Sampradayikata-Jangibad Birodhi
Mancha (a platform against
communalism and militancy) --
Convener Prof Ajoy Roy said the
government seems (0 be moving
toward ideologies followed by

Pakistan by destroying secularism.
Awami League advisory commit-

tee member Abdur Razzak, also mem-

Establish secular state: Nirmul body

ber of parliamentary special commit-
tee to amend constitution, said, "It
would be best if we could have

restored the 1972 constitution.”
The Nirmul Committee Executive

President Shahriar Kabir and its Law
Affairs Secretary Barrister Turin

Afroz also spoke at the programme.
At the function, noted historian

Prof Salahuddin Ahmed and
Bangladesh Adivasi Forum received
Jahanara Imam Memorial Award for
2010 and social scientist Prof
Anupam Sen and Sampradayikata-

Jangibad Birodhi Mancha for 2011.
The award came as recognition of

their contribution against funda-
mentalism and communalism.
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