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Lanka delays
talks with
India

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) on
Thursday delayed a meeting
with Indian officials over the
participation of India's play-
ers in the island's inaugural
Twenty20 competition.

SLC chairman DS de Silva
and secretary Nishantha
Ranatunga failed to make a
scheduled trip to India on
Wednesday amid diplomatic
moves to defuse the row
which was sparked by India's
refusal to allow its players to
jointhe event.

"It's a very sensitive issue.
Sri Lanka is keen not to upset
relations with India. Both
countries share warm rela-
tions and India's financial
clout is key to Sri Lanka cricket
future,” an official source said
asking to remain anonymous.

Fast bowlers Praveen
Kumar and Munaf Patel were
among 12 Indian players who
had sought permission to
play in the Sri Lanka Premier
League (SLPL) after the Board
of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) had earlier cleared the
event.

The BCCI's U-turn came
amid media reports that the
SLPL was being organised by
Singapore-based Somerset
Entertainment Ventures,
which allegedly has links with
Lalit Modi, the sacked former
boss of the Indian Premier
League (IPL).

Probe report

FROM PAGE 16
recommend further investiga-

tion by a government agency
as they hardly found any solid
evidence to recommend
punishment to either champi-
ons Sheikh Jamal or
Rahmatganj though they
smelt a rat after watching the
video footages and talking to

the players and officials.
It was also learnt that the

committee could not obtain
the mobile call records of
some club officials as only
government law agencies are
permitted to get those records.
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PHOTO : INTERNET

India pace bowler Praveen Kumar (C) is congratulated by teammates after dismissing West Indies batsman
Shivnarine Chanderpaul during the fourth day of the fist Test at Sabina Park in Kingston yesterday.

CRICINFO, Kingston

In another demonstration of
their improving record over-
seas, a weakened India eased
to a 63-run victory, only their
fifth Test win in the Carib-
bean on Thursday. The resis-
tance from West Indies was
disappointingly limp on the
fourth day of the first Test at
Sabina Park as they lost six of
the seven remaining wickets
in the morning session.
Praveen Kumar, sporting a
buzz cut, snapped the home
side's resolve by removing
both overnight batsmen,
Darren Bravo and Shivnarine
Chanderpaul, in the first half
hour. There were some big
hits from Darren Sammy and

Ravi Rampaul, but they
merely delayed an Indian
victory.

The resolve the West
Indian batsmen showed on
the third evening didn't make
an appearance on Thursday.
The Indian bowlers weren't
particularly threatening early
on, regularly providing harm-
less leg-side deliveries. One
of those broke the stand that
had frustrated India for
nearly two hours, with Bravo
losing his leg stump after
walking across to try and
guide the ball to fine leg. In
Praveen's next over, he had
Chanderpaul chipping a
catch to cover as the ball,
after causing a cloud of dust
on pitching, came on slower

than the batsman expected.
West Indies' chances
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India take 1-0 lead

evaporated with those two
strikes, and Harbhajan
Singh made it worse, remov-
ing birthday boy Carlton
Baugh for a duck. Sammy
wasn't going to give up,
though. He was struck on the
forearm by a kicker from
Harbhajan, which prompted
him to attack. Some black-
smith-swings sent the final
three deliveries of the over
for leg-side sixes, with the
last two flying into the sec-
ond tier at least. The enter-
tainment ended with Amit
Mishra's first delivery, a
tossed-up, over-pitched ball
that Sammy wanted to send
out of the ground but sent
only as far as extra cover.

SCORES IN BRIEF

INDIA: First innings 246
(Raina 82, Harbhajan 70;
Edwards 4-56, Rampaul 3-

59, Bishoo 3-75)
WEST INDIES: First innings

173 (Barath 64; Sharma 3-29,

Kumar3-38)
INDIA: Second innings 252
(Mukund 25, Dravid 112,

Raina 27, Dhoni 16, Mishra
28; Sammy 4-52, Bishoo 4-
65)

WEST INDIES: Second
innings 262 (D Bravo 41,
Barath 38, Rampaul 34;

Kumar3-42, Sharma3-81)
Result: India won by 63 runs.
Man-of-the-match: Rahul

Dravid.

Serena sweats

FROM PAGE 16
Republic 7-5, 6-3.

Thai veteran Tamarine
Tanasugarn crashed out of her
15th Wimbledon when she
was beaten 7-5, 7-5 by Russian
26th seed Maria Kirilenko in
the second round.

Later Thursday, China's
French Open winner and third
seed Li Na faces German

wildcard Sabine Lisicki.

Top seed and world num-
ber one Caroline Wozniacki
aims to defeat France's
Virginie Razzano, the world
number 96, who is playing
Wimbledon to fulfill the death
bed wish of fiance and coach
StephaneVidal, who died from
a brain tumour in May.

Russia's 2004 champion
Maria Sharapova, the fifth
seed, tackles 17-year-old
British wildcard Laura
Robson, who won the 2008
junior championship.

Battle for
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coach Amalesh Sen.

“When it is a battle of
Abahani and Mohammedan,
it is something different. Itis a
question of pride and we will
go to the field to win in a bid to
finish fifth in the league table,”
sald Mohammedan coach
Shafiqul Islam Manik.

18 picked
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Rabbi, Rubel Hossain

Nuruzzaman, Asif Ahmed
(middle orders), Abu Zayed
Chowdhury, Taskin Ahmed
and Dewan Sabbir (pacers),
Zubair Hossain, Nasum
Ahmed, Nayeem Islam and
Nur Hossain (spinners),
Zakaria Masud (all-rounder),
Kazi Nurul Hasan and Liton
Kumar (wicketkeepers).

Lisicki sends
Li packing

AFP, London

China's French Open cham-
pion Li Na crashed out of
Wimbledon on Thursday,
losing 3-6, 6-4, 8-6 to Ger-
man wildcard Sabine Lisicki

in the second round.
Third seeded Li, who

made the quarterfinals in
2006, was made to regret
squandering two match
points when she led 5-4 in
the decider as the big-hitting
German hit back to claim a
famous victory.

Lisicki collapsed to her
knees in tears on the covered
Centre Court when she
clinched the gripping tie
with victory secured on her
third match pointin the 14th
game of the deciding set.

The 21-year-old Lisicki,
whose career suffered a huge
setback in 2010 when a
serious ankle injury
sidelined her for four
months, will tackle Japanese
qualifier Misaki Doi for a
place in the last 16.

"The crowd really helped
me when I was facing two
match points. They cheered
so loudly, I have never heard
such a noise," said the win-
ner, a quarter-finalist in

2009.

Li had eased through the
first set with a break in the
eighth game.

But Lisicki hit back in the
second with a break to lead
3-1 before handing back the

advantage in the ninth.
She wasn't to be denied,

however, and levelled the
match in the 10th game.

Li was again in charge
with abreak tolead 3-2 in the
final set before a thrilling
finale.

India announce
Test squad for
England July 2

P11, Mumbai

The Indian squad for the
four-Test series against
England, which is the first
part of their forthcoming
tour, will be picked on July 2,
Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) sources said
onThursday.

"The squad would be
picked in Chennai on July
2," BCCI sources told this
news agency.

Incidentally, July 2 is the
last day of the scheduled
second India-West Indies
Test in the current series and
would be played at the
Kensington Oval in Bridge-
town, Barbados.

Two members -- Surendra
Bhave and Narendra
Hirwani -- of the five-man
selection committee,
headed by Krish Srikkanth,
are currently in the West
Indies watching the Test
series and are expected to
join the discussions via tele-
conference along with skip-
per Mahendra Singh Dhoni
and coach Duncan Fletcher.

The Indians conclude
their visit to the Caribbean
with the third and final Test
scheduled at Roseau from
July 6-10.

Quite a few key members
of the Indian team that won
the World Cup on April 2 are
missing from the touring
party in the West Indies.

Now comes
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coach so that no one can say

there was no effort from us to
rope in a coach,” BFF presi-
dent Kazi Salahuddin said. "“A
coach just organises his boys
in a short time and it is world-
wide practice though we are
notused to this practice.”

Asked whether the new
coach would travel to
Pakistan, Salahuddin said, “So
far I know he would travel to
Pakistan and we would have
nothing to say if he refuses to
go there. Badal (Roy) is looking
after this matter,” said
Salahuddin.

However, Roy, chairman of
the national team manage-
ment committee and key
person to rope in coaches, did
not respond despite repeated
phone calls.

Nikola Ilievski, a former
national footballer of
Yugoslavia played the 1982
World Cup in Spain. He was
also a former national coach
of Macedonia from 2002 to
2003 and guided his side to the
Euro qualifiers. He also took a
local club, FK Pebeda, to the
UEFA Cup in 2000.

He had started his coach-
ing career as an assistant
coach of FK Rabotnicki in
1989-1990, and also helped FK
Pebeda win the Macedonian
First Division title in 2003-04
and the Macedonian Cup in
2001-02.

FK Pebeda also became
runners-up of Slovenian Cup
in 200506 under his guidance.
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TESTS THROUGH TIME
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Jeff Thomson Dennis Lillee ey

Ruthless

Cricket watchers today will be familiar with the term
"Ugly Aussies". The four-time World Champions
have had that tag stuck to them for their win-at-all-
costs attitude. The origins of this attitude and in fact
the tag of "Ugly Aussies" dates back to the early
1970s, when the combative Ian Chappell was the
leader and had under his command a band of like-
minded acolytes.

As much as their aggression on the field of play, i
was their ruthlessly professional play and their sin-
gularity of focus that unnerved opponents and

. media alike. The team under Chappell were the best

~ team ofthe 70s. q

" As a captain Chappel's philosophy in his own
_words was: " between 11.00am and 6.00pm there *

“\i ‘was no time to be a nice guy. I believed that on the

* field players should concentrate on giving their best |

. to the team, to themselves and to winning; in other

8 words, playing hard and fairly within the rules. Tomy |
# mind, doingall thatleft no time for being a nice guy."

Much of that ruthless, 'ugly' streak came from

. the opening bowlers Dennis Lillee and Jeff

. Thomson. Both of them were extraordinarily fast,

. and Australian pitches in those days, especially the

W one at Perth, were much faster and bouncier than

the batting paradises of today.
Lillee was initially a tearaway but graduated intoa

complete fast bowler and a tireless soldier, often ask-
- ing Chappell for one more over at the end of a long
~ spell. He was massively popular in Australia; even *

before facing a ball, batsmen were psyched out by the |'
- roaring chants of 'Lillee, Lillee' from the crowd. ,’ o
Thomson was a tearaway all through his career, I. fa.j
. and may well have been the fastest bowler ever. So :fld.
~ fastwas he that he took 200 Test wickets without ever
havmg to swing the ball. To top it off, he was onc
‘guoted in a magazine as saying that he liked to see
‘the batsmen bleed. |
The duo thoroughly terrorised the touring English
team in 1974-75. In six Tests, the pair claimed 58 Eng-"_'__.'
~ lish scalps, with Thomson alone taking 33 wickets in
. 'ﬁv& Tests. Their dominance over the English is best
~ encapsulated in a letter batsman David Lloyd, now a
. popular commentator, wrote to his mother which

started, "Dear Mom, today I played a ball pitched in

 my half of the wicket." The partners in crime also
. inspired a popular chant: "Ashes to Ashes, Dust to
- Dust/IfLillee doesn'tget you, Thomson must." |
- After losing the 1975 World Cup final to West |
_.' Indies, Australia had their revenge when they beat ®
. the touring Caribbean kings 5-1. Many of the West ",
Indlan batsmen later said that they had not facge
{ ﬂpace of that kind before, which from a West Indlan, "f
- saying something. |
.~ On the batting side, while Ian Chappell and his
" brother Greg are both all-time greats, there were also!
y - the likes of the brilliant Doug Walters and the
~ doughty lan Redpath. The result was a team tha
. rarely failed. Wicketkeeper Rodney Marsh was onec
the greatest of all time, and he, Ian and Gre
Chappeil in the slips would plot dismissals with th
“steaming Lillee. Often Marsh was the first man Lilleg
ra[:ed towhen he got one ofhis 355 wickets.

' Finally, their captain's was the example ﬂ'lﬂ?
fﬂﬂnwed On the field takmg wickets were his o r
' .f.t-i! n and he uuld often engage in sledg:m,g b

i _355 streak we

i '! r'= 3
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CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 39 Trail DOWN 22 Train
1 Trudge behind 1 Common- station
5 Serenade 41 Donkey's er 24 Banned
the moon pin-on 2 Volcanic pesticide
8 No-no 42 Ex- outflow 25 Individual
for a presseda 3 Roman 26 Old lamp
vegan feeling love poet illuminant
12 Wash 45 Perfect 4 Strike 27 French
13 One’s place from the president
years 49 Comical text through-
14 Wheel poetry 5 Harassed out the
bar 51 Quest 6 Past '60s
15 Satanic 52 Rever- 7 Safe- 29 Japanese
16 “Location” berate cracker pond
for one in 53 Every 8 Tropical carp
disfavor last tree 30 And so
18 Meanie bit 9 Showing forth
20 Wine 54 Saxo- great joy (Abbr.)
glass phone 10 Other- 33 Send
21 Three- range wise forth
— sloth 55 Drunk- 11 Yard 36 Ballroom
23 Mr. Sajak ards compo- dances
24 Bent 56 “See ya” nents 38 Hawaiian
over, as a 57 Feed the 17 Leap welcomes
page hogs 19 Capricorn 40 “Golly!”
corner 42 Praiseful
28 Cook in Solution time: 24 mins. verses
the oven |G Alc 43 Some-
31 “CSI” YIE ujn what, in
evidence = g music
32 Reserva- 5 44 Colorless
tion home S R B 46 Yank
34 “To be % = o 47 Division
O A W
oF ==, = B word
35 Examina- P 0 48 On
tion ! N 50TV
37 Doctri- "rf: Et Tarzan
naire portrayer

CRYPTOQUIP

WE NLYAZ LN GWSF LCXWLZL EAJ

GZXDWYXEL, LCX DSMZXSZN]

TWVVMHX ZXDWYXELD MZX

LMFWEH M DLZMJ TNLX.

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: 1 LOVE PARTICIPATING
IN THESE CATTLE-CATCHING COMPETITIONS.

YOU COULD SAY I'M RODEO-ACTIVE.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals T



