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Help fight
FROM PAGE 1
two years.

To address the electricity
problem, the premier sought
more foreign investment in
this sector, saying that her
government is creating a
congenial investment atmo-
spherein the country.

She said that her govern-
ment has formulated a new
national education policy
putting emphasis on science
and technology-based educa-
tion.

The government, Hasina
said, is determined to achieve
cent percent literacy in the
country by 2014 and intro-
duced school feeding system
to prevent dropout and
increase enrolment, which is
yielding positive result. She
also sought British coopera-
tioninthisregard.

She mentioned that the
present government is chan-
nelling more fund for improv-
ing the lifestyle of rural peo-
ple.

The fund will be given for
enhancing school enrolment,
ensuring safe drinking water
and sanitation as well as for
capacity building of police
and election commission, she
added.

Thanking the premier for
her all out support in estab-
lishing Asian University for
Women in Chittagong,
Duncan requested her to
provide a piece of land to the
Acid Survivors Foundation for
building a world class hospital
with joint collaboration of the
foundation and the British
government.

British High
Commissioner in Dhaka
Stephan Evans, Ambassador
at-Large M Ziauddin and
Secretary to the PM's Office

Molla Waheeduzzaman,
among others, were present.

Mob beats
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house of Khalil Mia and held
the family members hostage
atgunpointatabout 1:00am.

At one stage of looting, the
robbers stabbed Khalil's two
sons--Badal and Salauddin--
indiscriminately as they tried
toresist the miscreants.

Hearing the scream of
family members, neighbours
announced the presence of
dacoits by a loud speaker and
surrounded the house.

When the robbers tried to
flee the scene, angry mob
caught two of them after a
chase and beat them, leaving
the two dead on the spot.

The injured two brothers
were taken to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital in critical
condition.

Police sent the bodies of
two robbers to Mitford
Hospital morgue for autop-
sies.

CID warned
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Begum Chamon Chowdhury
of the Second Additional
Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court granted 10
days' time to complete the
probeinto thekilling case.

Time will not be extended
anymore, the judges said
when chief counsel of the
prosecution Syed Rezaur
Rahman completed his
arguments before the courts.

Both the judges passed the
order after CID's Special
Superintendent of Police
Abdul Kahar Akand, also the
investigation officer (I0) of
the cases, submitted time
petitions onTuesday.

The courts have so far
given over 22 months' time
for the CID to finish further
investigationinto the cases.

During further investiga-
tion, 12 people including
former state minister for
home Lutfozzaman Babar
and Jamaat leader Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mojahid were
arrested in connection with
the cases.

BNP leader SOQ
Chowdhury was also interro-
gated at the jail gate in this
connection.

Militant
links

Four Pakistani
majors questioned
REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan's army, under
pressure to root out Islamist
sympathisers in its ranks,
said yesterday it had ques-
tioned four majors over links
to the banned Hizb-ul-
Tahrir Islamist group.

Their questioning fol-
lowed the arrest of a briga-
dier who was serving in
military headquarters in the
garrison town of
Rawalpindi.

UK wants
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Replying to a question on
the political situation and
the issue of caretaker gov-
ernment at the press con-
ference, he said they wantto
see free, fair and honest
elections in future, but the
issue of caretaker govern-
ment depends on the peo-

ple of Bangladesh to decide.

Pressed to comment on
the issue of caretaker gov-
ernment, Duncan said
there is a deep feeling on
both the sides (government
and opposition) and they
are facing each other with
strong opinion on this.

Asked if the UK would
mediate to resolve the dis-
pute between the govern-
ment and the opposition as
it did in 2007, he said, "We
did not mediate and that is
notourrole."

Duncan yesterday met
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, Finance Minister
AMA Muhith and State
Minister for Environment
and Forest Hasan Mahmud.

Asked about his views
after the meetings with the
prime minister and the
leader of the opposition,
Duncan said he would
encourage both the politi-
cal parties (ruling Awami
League and main opposi-
tion BNP) and their sup-
porters " to look at politics
differently and serve the
people.”

He went on, "Focus less
on how to attack opposi-
tion," as in the end politi-
cians have to look to the
future and not to the past.

He told journalists after
meeting Khaleda Zia, "It
(holding free and fair elec-
tions) is an internal matter
of Bangladesh. As a minister
of another country, I have
nothing to say but I hope

people and political parties
will find out a resolution for
sustainable democracy,” he
said.

Duncan also hoped
democracy in Bangladesh
will be nourished with a
vision of future, rather than
venom of disliking each
other as opponents.

At the press conference,
he said the UK has already
pledged one billion pound
sterling as development aid
for Bangladesh over the
next four years. He sug-
gested effective delivery
system and establishment
of rule of law at all levels to
implement the develop-
ment projects.

Asked if 6.7 percent GDP
growth can lead Bangladesh
to a mid-income economy
by 2021, the UK minister
said this is not enough for
Bangladesh that requires 9-
10 percent economic
growth. He noted that it is
not the number but it must
be seen who is benefiting
from the growth. Economic
growth must benefit every-
body.

During his stay, Duncan
visited char areas of
Gaibandha to see how poor
people are earning their
livelihood through innova-
tive ways under a British-
funded project.

He also visited burn
victims at the Acid
Survivors Foundation,
which is dedicated to com-
bat and eradicate acid vio-
lence. He expressed con-
cern over the growing num-
ber of acid victims and said
itneeds to be addressed.

British High
Commissioner in Dhaka
Stephan Evans made intro-
ductory remarks at the
press conference.

Eight Afghan
police killed
in checkpoint
attack

AFP, Ghazni

Eight Afghan police were
killed yesterday when Taliban
attacked their checkpoint in
a brazen assault likely to raise
fresh security questions as
the United States prepares a
troop drawdown.

The attack in Ghazni
province's Qarabagh district,
about 120 kilometres south-
west of Kabul, is thought to
have been an inside job in
which insurgents worked
with a policeman at the
checkpoint to strike.

"The attack started at
around 7:00am local time
and six police officers were
killed during a gunfight with
the attackers,” Sayed Amir
Shah, the head of
Afghanistan's intelligence
agency in Ghazni province,
told AFP.

He later said the toll had
risen to eight and the fighting
had stopped.

Mohammad Ali Ahmadi,
the deputy provincial gover-
nor of Ghazni, confirmed the
number of dead.

He added: "Probably one
of the police officers at the
checkpoint had a previous
deal with the insurgents and
cooperated with and facili-
tated the assault.”

She sees daughter
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Anusheh as she got closer.
Without waiting for an
answer, she then felt
Anusheh's dress to figure it
out for herself. "Oh! You put
on a short skirt,” she said and
kissed Anusheh. Anusheh
kissed back.

Rumana's mother stepped
in to satisfy Rumana's curios-
ity and said her daughter was
wearing a skirt over a blue
jeans and ablacktop.

“Will you stay with me for
long today?” Rumana asked.
The daughter said she would.

Just half and hour before
the meeting of the mother
and the daughter, Agriculture
Minister Matia Chowdhury
visited Rumana around
1:45pm yesterday.

“Please pray for me so that
I can see my daughter again,”
she told the minister holding
her hands.

“He [Sumon] has not let
me see my daughter for along
time.”

She told Matia how she
returned from Canada on
May 12 just to see her daugh-
ter after nine months.

“l1 want everyone's bless-
ings so that I can see again,
and bring up my daughter
properly.”

India detains
14 Somali
pirates

AFP, Ahmedabad

Indian police said yester-
day they would charge 14
suspected Somali pirates
and their three hostages
who drifted to within kilo-
metres of the country's
west coast in a fishing
boat.

A senior police official
said that investigators
believed three Yemeni men
found on the trawler were
hostages of the alleged
pirates, who are believed to
have hijacked the vessel two
weeks ago off the coast of
Somalia.

The Yemenis told police
the boat had been adrift in
the Indian Ocean after run-
ning out of fuel and had
been carried to the Indian
coast by the tide.

All 17 men were detained
in the coastal district of
Junagarh in Gujarat state,
some 300 kilometres south-
west from the main regional
city of Ahmedabad.

He said police would
press charges against the
Somalis and their captives
for entering India without
valid travel documents.

AL's founding
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giveitasecular colour.

Awami League led all
democratic movements of
then East Pakistan from the
1952 Language Movement
to the Liberation War of
Bangladesh in 1971 under
the leadership of father of
the nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

The national and party
flags will be hoisted at all AL
offices across the country
today. The party will also
place wreaths at the portrait
of Bangabandhu in front of
Bangabandhu Memorial
Museum at Dhanmondi at
7:30am and hold a discus-
sion at 11:00pm. at
Bangabandhu International
Conference Centre in the
capital.

AL President and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina will
address the discussion.

AL's all organisational
units will simultaneously
observe the day through
bringing out colourful pro-
cessions and holding discus-
sions and rallies. Besides,
Bangabandhu's landmark
speeches including historic
7 March speech will be
played through loud speak-
ers in all ward units in the
capital.

Nazmul Huda
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hesitation, he said in a state-

mentyesterday.

“And the talks should be
held outside parliament
with active participation of
the two top leaders [BNP
chief Khaleda Zia and
Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasinal],” the statement
read.

According to him, a
chance for talks on holding
free and fair elections has
been created after the
Supreme Court has
scrapped the system, and
BNP should use this oppor-
tunity:.

Huda, a former member
of the party standing com-
mittee, said the Election
Commission can play a vital
role in getting the two lead-
erson the table.

In the statement, he
apologised for “expressing
his personal opinion”, which
he had to do for “lack of
opportunity”.

Nazmul Huda, who was
twice minister, was expelled
from BNP on November 21,
2010, for “breaking party
discipline”. His primary
membership in the party,
however, was reinstated on
April 6 this year.

31st BCS exams
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Mir Mosharraf Hossain,

public relations officer of
Public Service Commission,
told The Daily Star.

A total of 141,465 candi-
dates sat in the examination
on May 27 to vie for 2,108
vacant posts under general
and professional or techni-
cal cadres.

The country's biggest
government job recruitment
examinations were held in
Dhaka, Chittagong,
Rajshahi, Sylhet, Khulna and
Barisal cities.

KL to fingerprint
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The regularisation will start

shortly and will be com-
pleted in three months, said
the ministry at a meeting
with representatives of the
labour-sending countries.

Those working in
Malaysia illegally will have
two weeks to register with-
out facing any repercus-
sions, the deputy prime
minister said.

“There will be no action
taken against them (if they
surrender within two
weeks),” Muhyiddin told
reporters after chairing a
special Cabinet meeting on
foreign workers.

He, however, could not
say how many were
expected to surrender, or
how many job positions
would need to befilled.

The amnesty will protect
the workers from unscrupu-
lous agents who might help
them travel and work ille-
gally for a substantial fee,
officials said.

Taking fingerprints will
also allow the government to
keep tabs on foreigners if
they attempt to enter the
country in the future under a
different name, they added.

Authorities estimate
there are some two million
illegal immigrants working
in Malaysia.

4 pirates killed
FROM PAGE 1
The elite force seized four

light guns, two 9mm pistols,
one shutter gun, one single
barrel gun, 141 bullets and a
trawler used by the pirates
from the spot in Bagerhat
district.

Acting on a tip-off, Rab
personnel went to Boro
Shelar Khal in Supoti on
three trawlers and chal-
lenged a gang of at least eight
pirates who were roaming
around the area on a trawler
around 9:30am.

The gang opened fire on
the law enforcers prompting
them to fire back, said Major
Sabbir.

The four were killed on
the spot during a one and a
halfhourslong gunfight.

The other pirates disem-
barked on the bank of the
canal and fled the scene, he
added.

Later, Rab members
recovered the bodies and
seized the firearms.

Khandaker Rafiqul Islam,
superintendent of police of
Bagerhat, said Jalfikar was
an accused in four cases
including murder and
abduction.

A team of law enforcers
from Sharankhola Police
Station started for the spotin
the afternoon.

4 killed in UP polls violence
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class VII student, was killed

after police fired at some
supporters of a chairman
candidate around 9:30pm,
reports our district corre-
spondent.

Mozammel Haque, officer-
in-charge of Ulipur Police
Station, said supporters of
Saiful Islam, a chairman
candidate of Hatia union,
tried to snatch ballot boxes
during counting at Dighol
Hailla Government Primary
School polling centre.

Police baton-charged
them triggering a clash that
left 25 people injured.

Witnesses said Bayezid, 14,
and Nazmul, 17, sustained
bullet wounds when police
shot 14 rounds of bullet to
bring the situation under
control.

The two were rushed to
Kurigram Sadar Hospital.

Bayezid was shifted to
Rangpur Medical College
Hospital where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries around
11:30pmonTuesday.

The OC admitted to firing
shots but said they are not
sure if Bayezid was killed by
theirbullets.

Sources at Rangpur

Medical College Hospital said
they found four holes in
Bayezid's head but it is diffi-
cult to say before an autopsy
whether hewas hitbybullet.

In Narsingdi, some sup-
porters of Moslem Mia, a
member candidate of
Nuralapur union in Sadar
upazila, hit Delwar Hossain,
32, with a stick following a
quarrel at Shyamtoli polling
centre onTuesdayafternoon.

A supporter of another
member candidate Mazharul
[slam, Delwar died on his way
to hospital.

Anwar Hossain, officer-in-
charge of Narsingdi Sadar
Police Station, said the inci-
dent happened immediately
after the polls result was
declared.

In another incident, Kamal
Miah, 45, was killed and more
than 50 were injured in a clash
between supporters of chair-
man-elect Abdul Haque
Sarkar and defeated candi-
date Ismail Hossain of
Nilakhya union in Raipura
upazila.

At least 10 houses were
vandalised and valuables
worth Tk 5 lakh were looted
during the two-hour clash
that took place at Amirabad

village in the union around
3:00pm.

The injured were admitted
to different hospitals, includ-
ing the sadar hospital and
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

Tension was high in the
area since Haque was
declared winner in the polls
held onJune 18.

Our Mymensingh corre-
spondent reports, a chairman
candidate, who was severely
injured in an attack by sup-
porters of a rival candidate on
June 15, died at Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital on
Tuesday afternoon.

A group of supporters of
Nazirul Haque Talukder
hacked Riazuddin Dulal, 40,
on his way home, leaving him
criticallyinjured.

Dulal was the son of Abdul
Quddus Sarkar of Tarati village
under Phulpurupazila.

Police said Dulal and
Nazirul fought for the chair-
man post in the election held
on June 2, but both lost.

Khandaker Ferdous
Ahmed, officer-in-charge of
Tarakanda Police Station, said
the two had a longstanding
dispute over establishing
supremacyin thearea.

Poverty declines
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28.4 percent in the same
period.

However, the country did
not do well in terms of
redressing inequality. The
Gini co-efficient that mea-
sures income inequality fell
slightly to 0.458 in 2010 from
0.467 in 2005. A higher Gini
coefficient implies more
concentration.

The survey showed a
marked improvement in
nutrition levels across the
country, primarily because of
consumption of more diversi-
fied food basket. Other wel-
fare indicators related to
human development, access
to services, and social welfare
schemes also saw tremen-
dous progress.

Per capita intake of food
items a day increased by 5.5
percent -- 6.21 percent in
urban and 3.5 percent in rural
areas -- 10 999.9 grams in 2010
from947.8 gramsin 2005.

The food consumption
pattern also sawachange.The
average quantity of rice intake
decreased to 416 grams from
nearly 440 grams in 2005,
while consumption of wheat,

potato, meatand fish rose.

Per capita calorie intake a
day increased by 3.6 percent
to 2,318.3 kilocalorie in 2010
from 2,238.5 kilocalorie in
2005. Itwent up by 4.1 percent
in rural and 2.3 percent in
urban areas.

The average monthly
household income rose to Tk
11,480in2010from Tk 7,203 in
2005 at the national level, Tk
9,648 from Tk 6,096 in rural
areas and Tk 16,477 from Tk
10,463 inurban areas.

Demographic trends also
helped improve the quality of
life. The average size of house-
hold decreased to 4.5 in 2010
from4.84in 2005.

Wahiduddin Mahmud
said poverty pockets are
changing. Rangpur and
Rajshahi divisions had tradi-
tionally been known as the
country's poverty pockets.
Now Barisal has joined the list
with nearly 40 percent pov-
erty, second after 42 percentin
Rangpur.

“Barisal takes over
Rangpur and Rajshahi, may
be for the impacts of climate
change,” said Mahmud.

Salinity has been on the
rise in the region, he pointed
out.

AK Khandker said the
survey data will help deter-
mine the goals and strategies
for the Sixth Five Year Plan,
keeping in mind the targets
underVision 2021.

The HIES is a major source
of socio-economic informa-
tion at the household level in
Bangladesh. It provides data
on household expenditure,
income, consumption, sav-
ings, housing conditions,
education, employment,
health, sanitation, water
supply, electricity usage and
otherareas.

The total sample size was
12,240 households in 2010
and the survey was done from
February 2010 to January
2011. The preliminary analy-
sis of the data was completed
in fourmonths.

Riti Ibrahim, secretary of
statistics division, Sanjay
Kathuria, acting head of the
World Bank country office
and Shahjahan Ali Mollah,
director general of the BBS,
also spoke.

Call tor credible probe
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expressed concern over
whom to seek justice from.
He pointed out statements
made by the prime minis-
ter's defence adviser and
Home Minister Sahara
Khatun trying to brand not
only him but also his family
members as criminals.

Talking to journalists
after the visit, Malhotra said
the available description of
the event and statements
made by Rab and the gov-
ernment are contradictory.
“Itis amockery... you have so
many contradictions within
the system. There is a need
for impartial and independ-
ent investigation to see what
actually happened,”
Malhotraadded.

The Amnesty
International team urged
the government to fulfil its
promises made two and half
years ago before the elec-
tion. The team said Amnesty
International is not aware of
a single instance of prosecu-
tion of a Rab personnel.

“If faith of a common
person of Bangladesh is to be
reinstated in the system, this
is a high time for
Bangladesh,” Malhotra said,
adding, “This is a unique
opportunity for Bangladesh
to show, through the Limon's
case, that credible investiga-
tions are being conducted
and justice is being delivered,
obviously through a fair trial.
Some sort of accountability
have to be put in place to
make sure no such violation
takes placein future.”

On the government
investigation into the
Limon's case, Malhotra
urged impartial interven-
tion in every investigation
rather than ones being
merely completed by Rab
personnel or government
officials. She urged the gov-
ernment to make probe
reports public.

Limon told the team that
he is preparing to sit for the
HSC examination. He is
unable to see his parents for

over a week as their stay is
not permitted at Gano
Shasthya Nagar Hospital in
Dhanmondi.

“You are very brave,
Limon. You are seeking truth
and justice,” said Malhotra.

“We are here to push so
that justice is delivered to
you and you are properly
rehabilitated and compen-
sated,” she added.

As the team bade farewell
to Limon, journalists pres-
ent there asked for his reac-
tion.

Sitting on the bed with
his only leg dangling, a calm
and determined Limon in a
single breath said, “There is
none but the prime minis-
ter from whom I can seek
justice at this moment. I
want punishment if impar-
tial and independent inves-
tigation finds me guilty. If
not, I want punishment to
those who held me by the
collar of my shirt before
shooting me holding the
oun against myleg.”

Cost of violence immense
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down to around Tk 14,000

for permanent injury, and Tk
32,000 and Tk 67,000 for
attending family and district
courts respectively for the
victim and her family.

The cost borne by the
perpetrator's family was
broken down to loss of
income due to hiding (Tk
1.34 lakh) and imprison-
ment (Tk 10.69 lakh).

Dr Julia Ahmed, team
leader of the study, Cost of
Violence Against Women or
COVAW chaired the work-
shop.

“This is the first time that
we have considered how
much money is spent
because of domestic vio-
lence,” she said.

She said 2.05 percent of

the country's GDP -- almost
equal to the total govern-
ment expenditure on the
health and nutrition sector -
- is lost because of domestic
violence.

She talked about the
types and categories of cost
that people related to these
crimes, including the emo-
tional and psychological
costs. These types of costs
were termed intangible
costs while the monetary
costs were called tangible
costs.

Julia said these costs
drain the resources of a
country and costs are borne
not only by individuals and
their families but also by the
community and state at
large.

The workshop was told

that a 1999 research by
United Nations Populations
Fund (UNFPA) found
between 47 percent and 60
percent of married
Bangladeshi women
become victims of wife
beating and that 65 percent
of men consider violence
against women justified

Another research carried
out by International Centre
for Diarrhoeal Disease
Research, Bangladesh
(ICDDR, B), in 1998 attrib-
uted 14 percent of all mater-
nal deaths in Bangladesh to
physical and emotional
violence.

Executive Director SAP
Bangladesh Syed Nurul
Alom was present at the
workshop.

BNP asked
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they said though the

Supreme Court has
declared 'void' the care-
taker government system,
BNP can place its opinion
on the issue.

Urging them to return in
parliament and express
their views on the caretaker
government (CG),
Information Minister Abul
Kalam Azad, however,
blasted BNP saying they
always used to engage in
conspiracy on how to cap-
ture power using the Army.

Referring to an SC ver-
dict on the 13th amend-
ment to the country's char-
ter, the information minis-
ter said though the highest
court has declared the
caretaker government
system 'void', they (BNP)
can express their opinion
in the parliament.

Earlier in the morning,
Fisheries and Livestock
Minister Abdul Latif Biswas
appealed BNP to come up
with an 'alternative pro-
posal' onthe CG system.

A number of lawmakers
including Momtaz Begum
also called upon the oppo-
sition to return in parlia-
ment and place their pro-
posals.

Ministers and lawmak-
ers censured BNP for what
they said issueless anti-
government movement.

On Tuesday some minis-
ters and AL lawmakers said
the door is not closed yet
for talks on the caretaker
government issue even
though the cabinet has
approved a draft bill for
amending the constitu-
tion.

The ministers and AL
leaders made the remarks
in and outside the House
apparently in response to
BNP leader Moudud
Ahmed's comments fol-
lowing the cabinet's nod to
the bill on Monday.

Moudud told newsmen
that all the doors have been
closed for discussions.

Taka
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immigration. This man is
also known to be close to
ruling Awami League.

Another bigwig's son is
said to have bought a pri-
vate aircraft which he
keeps in Dubai. It is now an
opensecretin the city.

But even without the
working of black money in
stocks, taka is likely to
come under severe strains
in the coming months for
two major reasons.

First, the requirement
for diesel import will dras-
tically increase because of
setting up of quick rental
power plants. Two years
ago, the total fuel import
was 3.5 million tons which
has increased to 5.2 million
tons this year. It is expected
to increase by over 40 per-
cent to 7.2 million tons.

With oil price hovering
over $110 a barrel and ris-
ing, a huge amount of dollar
will be required to import
this quantity. This will
surely put taka under strain.

In addition, high com-
modity price will keep
pressure up on foreign
exchange reserves.

Secondly, inflow of dollar
looks feeble. Remittance
flow has stagnated. Export
has increased significantly.
But the fact remains that a
little of that export proceeds
can be retained because
over 75 percent of the earn-
ing is from readymade
garments. And in garments
sector, the chunk of the
proceeds is again used to
buy cotton, yarn and fabric.
So the net retention of for-
eign exchange is little.

On the other hand, for a
population of 160 million,
import of fabrics and yarn
for local consumption is
huge and none of it is re-
exported. So when the
global commodity market
is high, forex reserves will
dwindle further.

And if that happens,
other things like inflation
will startlooking uglier.

There might not be
many immediate remedies.
But fixing the capability to
utilise more foreign aid is
one way to increase
reserves. Tapping more
manpower market is also
important to keep remit-
tance flowing. And if one
has to channel black
money into the economy,
let it be in the real sector
directly or through bonds.
That will help diversify
exports and increase
reserves in the long run.



