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Thousands sutter for
want of a brldge

KM REzAUL HOQUE,
Gaibandha

Thousands of villagers in ten
unions under Saduallapur
and Pirganj upazilas of two
districts have been suffering
for long for want of a bridge
over Noleya canal. The
bridge is needed to link the
unions with the Rangpur-

Bogra highway.
The unions are
Dhaperhat, Faridpur,

Bhatgram, Jamalpur and
Rasulpur of Sadullapur
upazila under Gaibandha
district and Mithapukur,
Panchgachi, Ramnathpur,
Chatra and Pirganj Sadar in
Pirganj upazila under
Rangpur district.

Everyday, market-going
people, farmers, traders and
students of different educa-
tional institutes face much
hasslewhile crossing the canal.

Patients, especially preg-
nant women and sick chil-
dren, are the worst sufferers
due to the communication
problem as doctors show
unwillingness to visit the
areas, villagers said. "We
have to walk an additional
ten kilometres due to taking
another path to reach desti-

nations”, said a villager.
The road connects differ-

ent markets at Dhaperhat,
Matherganj, Molong Bazaar,
Bhatgram and Sonerhat.
People cannot take their
agricultural products to
these markets due to com-

munication problem.
Ignoring risk, farmers of

these areas use continue to
rickshaw-van and carry
goods to the markets
through the bamboo-made
bridge. Otherwise they have
to move quite a long way to
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People of nearby villages have to take a risky walk on this shaky bamboo-made bridge to
cross Naleya canal at Madarghat in Faridpur union under Sadullapur upazila of Gaibandha
district. Locals' demand for a permanent bridge there has remained unmet for long.

reach markets with bulky
goods incurring high trans-
portation cost.

During rainy season,
people cross the canal by
ferryboat while in dry season
they use a make shift bam-
boo-made bridge. Every year
local people with the help of
Faridpur union parishad
erect the temporary bridge.
They spontaneously supply-
ing bamboo and other nec-
essary items for construc-

tion of the bridge.
Due to lack of communi-

cation, farmers are forced to
sell their products to mid-
dlemen at lower price. "This
is because we cannot send
our agricultural items to the
markets”, said Abul Hasan

Pramanik, chairman of

Bhatgram union.
Ismail Hossain, a nursery

owner of Utter Faridpur
village in Sadullapur upazila
said “It takes much time to
reach markets with the
products. The rickshaw-
vans move cautiously while
crossing the bamboo-
bridge”, he said.

The situation turns worst

during the rainy season, he

added.
Kabbad Hossain, a

farmer, said “We face prob-
lem in marketing agriculture
products like paddy, wheat
and jute. We cannot carry
enough quantity of items
across the bamboo-bridge,
which also goes under water

during rainy season”.
Nushrat Jahan, a student

of class-X at a local high
school at Molan Bazaar said
“We cannot attend classes in
time during rainy season, as
we have to cross the canal by
raft risking life".

Many students have to wait
for long on the bank of the
canal all their way to school,
said Anjumanara Begum, a
studentofclass seven.

Rasulpur union parishad
chairman Rabiul Karim Dula
said they have been
demanding construction of
a permanent bridge over the
canal.

"We appealed to different
authorities several times but
tono effect”, he said.
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MNC students end agitation

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Trainee nurses at
Mymensingh Nursing
College (MNC) vyesterday
called off their week-long
agitation and decided to
attend classes from today.

The students were pro-
testing attack on them by the
fourth class employees of
Mymensingh Medical
College and Hospital on
June 13.

Following a meeting
between the hospital
authroities and local unit
leaders of Bangladesh
Medical Association (BMA),
Bangladesh Diploma Nurses
Association (BDNA), MNC
representatives and employ-
ees assocation leaders yes-

terday, the students called
off their agitation and
agreed to return to their
classes from today, said
Monwara Khatun, principal

of MNC.
At least 35 people were

injured as trainee nurses and
employees of MMCH locked
in a series of clashes on June
13. Among the injured, 30
are students of Mymensingh
Nursing College (MNC).

"We called off agitation
after president of MMCH
managemnt committee
Principal Motiur Rahman,
MP assured us of taking
action against the culprits”,
said Abul Hasnat, a student
of MNC.

All academic activities of

MNC including examina-
tions remained suspended

since the June 13 incident,
according to college sources.
The students staged a sit-in,
formed human chain and
held protest rally on the
college campus and in front
of Mymensingh Press Club
to press home their
demands during their week-
long agitation.

Protesting the attack on
trainee nurses, MMCH
nurses under the banner of
BDNA also went on token
strike on June 15 demanding
punishment to culprits who
assulted the trainee nurses.
They returned to their work
on June 17 following assur-
ance from BMA leaders on
Thursday of finding a fruitful

solution soon.
Sources said, the trainee

nurses on June 13 morning
went to meet the hospital
director to know the reasons
for cancellation of their sick

room facilities.
When the students

entered the director's room,
a group of fourth class
employees of the hospital
rushed to the spot and asked
the students to give them
easy passage.

As the students refused to
leave the place, an alterca-
tion began and at one stage
an employee pushed a
female student and pulled
her scarf triggering a clash,
students said.

The employees later
swooped on the students
and beat them up with sticks
indiscriminately, injuring at
least 30 students.

Youth jailed
for sexually
harassing
schoolgirl

UNB, Rajbari

A mobile court here on
Sunday convicted a youth and
sentenced him to six month
imprisonment for sexually
harassing a female student in
Baliakandiupazila.

Local sources said Ujjal,
26, son of Sukumar Devnath
of Shyam Sundar village,
took shelter under the
umbrella of a female student
in the name of protecting
himself from rain.

The class ten female
student of Baharpur Arkandi
High School was going to her

private tutor in the morning.
The youth then made an

indecorous behaviour with the

girl, whoraisedahueandcry.
Locals came forward and

caught the youth and
handed him over to a mobile
court.

Transport workers, police
clash in Thakurgaon

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon

Agitating transport workers
and police locked in an
hour-long clash at
Thakurgaon old bus stand
yesterday afternoon.

The clash was a sequel to
Sunday's assault on a bus
driver by law enforcers at
Matherganj under Sadar
upazila.

During yesterday's clash,
police fired three tear gas
shells to disperse the trans-
portworkers.

Transport workers on
Sunday began an indefinite
bus strike on Thakurgaon-
Ranishankoil, Thakurgaon-
Baluiadangi and
Thakurgaon-Ruhia roads
protesting assault on a bus
driver by police on
Thakurgaon-Pirganj road

earlier on the day.

Police said deputy com-
missioner (DC) Mohammad
Shahiduzzaman and police
superintendent (SP) Md
Shah Alam were going to
Mohammadpur union in
Sadar upazila to see the
union parishad election in
the morning.

When the DC's car
reached Motherganj on
Thakurgaon-Pirganj road at
around 10:45am, it narrowly
escaped head-on collision
with a passenger bus coming
from Pirganj.

Law enforcers, who were
going to the union along
with the DC and SP,
stopped the bus and beat
up its driver Ramzan Ali
triggering an indefinite
transport strike in the
district.

Witnesses said, at about

1:30pm vyesterday a battal-
ion of police came to the old
bus stand area and asked the
striking transport workers
not to stop vehicles.

At one stage, police and
transport workers engaged
in clash triggering chase and
counter chase and exchange
ofbrick-bats.

Police fired tear gas shells
but failed to disperse the
agitating transport workers.
Later they returned to bar-
racks.

After the incident, the
transport workers barri-
caded Panchagarh-
Dinajpur highway at old bus
stand and Thakurgaon sta-
tion road at Art Gallery inter-
section areas.

The roadblock was
continuing till filing of
this report at 5:00pm
yesterday.

PATUAKHALI

Five fishermen

rescued from
Bay in 2 days

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

At least five fishermen were
rescued from the Bay in the
last two days. They were
drifting in the sea after los-
ing their trawlers during
tidal surge and inclement

weather.

Of them, three were
rescued on Sunday from
Sonar Char area under
Galachipa upazila, one from
Kuakata area under
Kalapara upazila the same
day and another from
Moudubi area under
Galachipa upazila yesterday.

The hapless fishermen
were identified as Gias
Uddin, 40, Mahfuz Ullah, 32,
Ismail, 30, Sona Mia, 42, and
Eunus, 45, of Cox's Bazar
and Teknaf areas. They were
being treated in different
health complexes and clin-

icsin the district.
According to Mahe

Alam, OC of Rangabali

police station, local fisher-
men rescued Eunus of
Teknaf early yesterday from
Moudubi shoal in an
unconscious state.

Eunus said his trawler
with 18 fishermen from
Teknaf capsized in the rough
sea. He couldn't say what
happened to the other fish-
ermen, the OC added.

On Sunday, local fisher-
men rescued three other
fishermen from Sonar Char
area while floating on plastic
pots. They were brought to
Rangabali health centre for

treatment.
Gias Uddin, one of res-

cued fisherman said he was
on FB Mohajon when it
capsized with 14 others.

"We do not know whether
the other fishermen of our
trawler are alive or not", Gias
Uddin said.

"l have contacted with
relatives of all the rescued fish-
ermen and they are coming to
receivethem", the OCsaid.

RU journo stabbed

RU CORRESPONDENT

Muggers stabbed Rajshahi
University (RU) correspon-
dent of The Daily Sun on
Sunday night at Talaimari
near the university.

Seriously injured Sohel
Rana is a fourth year student
of Mass Communication
and Journalism department
and also the general secre-
tary of Rajshahi University
Sangbadik Samity.

He was admitted to the
university medical centre
with stab injury in his neck.

Sohel alleged that a gang
waylaid him near the
Shaheed Minar at Talaimari

at around 7:00pm.

“One of the muggers
asked me to give two hun-
dred taka. When 1 opened
my wallet, he tried to take
away the money bag though
I'was giving him the amount.
As I refused to give the wal-
let, he stabbed in my neck
and ran away with the

moneybag", healleged.
Hearing the screams,

pedestrians rushed to the
spot and took Sohel to a
nearby dispensary for pri-
mary aid. Later, some
friends of Sohel came to the
area and took him to the
university medical centre at
around 8:30pm.
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