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EXTRAJUDICIAL KILLINGS
Rajapaksa
summoned
by US court

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's justice
ministry received a
summons issued by a
US federal court for
President Mahinda
Rajapaksa linking him
with a extrajudicial
murder case filed
under the Hague con-
vention by relatives of
Tamil victims.
However Sri
Lanka's president has
cited constitutional
immunity and refused
to go before a US
court where he is
being sued for $30
million over the killing
of a Tamil man, an
official said yesterday.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

2 die while
working in
septic tank

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

‘Two construction
workers died while
working in a septic
tank yesterday at
Adarshapara under
Mirpur upazila of
Kushtia district.
They were identi-

fied as Helal Uddin,
22, son of Haider Ali
and Jhumur Ali, 20,
residents of Bazarpara
area in Mirpur upazila
in the district.
According to police
and family sources,
Helal and Jhumur
were working at a
septic tank owned by
Enamul Haq at

Adarshapara of the
SEE PAGE 19 COL 7
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A Department of Environment team yesterday seizes a pipe used for
dumping mud and sand into the river Turag in Ashulia sluice gate
area. Inset, a filled-up portion of the river.

Turag treed
of 2 grabbers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Department of Environment (DoE) in a drive yester-
day evicted two groups ofland claimants for encroaching

on the river Turag of Ashulia and fined one of the land

claimants Tk 16.42 lakh.
The encroachers have earth-filled a total of 144 deci-

mals of foreshore of the river in blatant violation of vari-
ous laws related to conservation of river, environment
and wetland, said Mohammad Munir Chowdhury, direc-

tor (enforcement) of DoE.
The DoE team seized a dredger from the site and dis-

mantled 15 tonnes of pipeline used for dumping mud

and sand into the river.
Of the two groups of land claimants, mother of

Momtaz Ala Shakur Ahmed, managing director of Film
Development Corporation, owns a portion of a 91 deci-
mal plot while SM Nurul Islam, an industrialist, owns 37-

decimals of a 53 decimal plot.
“We have served a notice on the encroachers to appear

before the environment authority to penalise them for

defying various laws,” Munir said.
The DoE penalised Nurul Islam with a fine of Tk 16.42

lakh after holding a hearing while owners of other plots,

including Shakur, did notappear beforeit.
The land claimants have illegally earth-filled 54,756

square feet of a ten-foot deep wetland of the river in
Goranchatbari mouja near the intersection of Dhaka
Embankment and Tongi-Ashulia link road, said a DoE

pressrelease.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

3 killed in UP
polls violence

STAR REPORT

Three people were killed in violence centring the ongoing
union parishad (UP) polls in Chandpur, Madaripur and

Rajbariyesterday.
In Chandpur, 28-year-old Abu Yusuf of Nayergaon

Dakhhin union under the upazila died when police opened

fire at miscreants whowere trying to snatch ballot boxes.
Shahidullah Chowdhury, Chandpur superintendent

of police (SP), told The Daily Star that supporters of Abul
Hossain, a chairman candidate of Nayergaon Dakhhin
UP, including Yusuf stormed the Kaliaish Government
Primary School polling centre and tried to snatch ballot

boxes around 10:30am.
Police opened fire on the unruly electioneers on

orders of the presiding officer, reports our Chandpur

correspondent.
Two others were also bullet-hit in the incident. They

could not beidentified immediately.
“When police opened fire, the criminals attacked the

policemen with sharp weapons, injuring six of them,” the

SP said.
Election officials postponed voting at the centre fol-

lowing the incident. A fresh election date is yet to be

announced.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

HC upholds
dismissal of
Brig Azmi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A High Court bench yes-
terday upheld a govern-
ment decision to dismiss
former Brig Gen
Abdullahil Aman Azmi,
son of former Jamaat-e-
Islami ameer Ghulam

Azam, from service.
The bench of Justice

Jahangir Hossain rejected
a writ petition filed by
Azmi challenging his
dismissal.

Earlier on January 25,

Justice Md Miftah Uddin
Choudhury, the senior
judge of another HC
bench, issued a rule upon
the government to explain
why the dismissal of Azmi
should not be declared
illegal.
Justice Jahangir
Hossain, who sat in that
SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

This Tuesday,

enjoy the most romantic of seasons with

your weekly style supplement, as it delves into

the pleasures of

AFP, Peshawar

Pak troops kill
25 militants

[t's untrue, nonsense

Rumana's friends, acquaintances in Canada
trash assaulter husband's allegation against her

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The accusation of infidelity
made by Rumana Manzur's
husband is “nonsense,” and is
an attempt to damage her
reputation, her friends at her

brilliant academic, and a
loving wife and mother, Loni
said in a written statement
addressed to The Daily Star
and other national dailies
yesterday.

Sufia Kamal's

“The Rumana I know cares

university in Canada and the about the important people in CEDtEHElI'y Of

Bangladeshi community her life and about hersuccessin i

there have said. scholarship and friendship.” b ll'th tO day
“Iwas shocked tolearn that the untrue Rumana, the Dhaka University

claims were made to try and divert atten- teacher who lost eyesight following tor- BEATE CORRESPONDRNT

tion away from the perpetrator of suicha  ture by her husband, will return home | Today is the 100th birth

horrendous crime. It is my full hope that
justiceis served and that Rumana's wide-
spread support is fully heard,” said Loni
Slade, a PhD student from Canada,
among 22 other resident students from

the University of British Columbia.
She was a family-oriented, pious and

the vision.

from India today after doctors there
expressed little hope of her getting back

She is scheduled to arrive at the Hazrat

Shahjalal International Airport at 3:00pm,
her cousin Rashed Maqgsood said.

anniversary of late Sufia
Kamal, a renowned poet
and a pioneer of women's

rights movement in
Bangladesh.
On the occasion,
SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

SEE PAGE 19 COL 5

Saturday, it said.

positions,” it said.

the border," it said.

Pakistani war planes pounded a militant stronghold in a
tribal district on the Afghan border in an operation that

left 25 insurgents dead, the military said yesterday.
Pakistan army, paramilitary troops and the air force

launched a joint operation "to evict terrorists' stronghold
of Walidad" in the northwest district of Mohmand on

"Ground operation was preceded with precise strikes
by Pakistan Air Force aircraft on terrorists' bunkers and

"After an intensive fight, troops were able to secure
Walidad Top and surrounding areas of the mountain and
managed to kill 25 terrorists, while remaining fled across

Four soldiers were killed and eight wounded.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 8

i ONLINE POLL

Do you agree with BNP chief
Khaleda Zia that electronic
voting machine will create

more opportunities to rig

the polis?
v (57.9%)
& No mmmm (39.8%)
@ No Comments | (2.3%)

TOTALVOTES :553

N
The Baily Star

%

Integral Energy Limited

TODAY SPOLL

Do you think National Committee
to Protect 0il, Gas, Mineral
Resources, Power and Ports' half-
day hartal against government's
production sharing contract with
a US oil company is justified?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net
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