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Ferryservice resumes

UNB, Munshiganj

Ferry service on Mawa-Kawrakandi river route resumed
yesterday 15 hours after remaining suspended due to
inclement weather. Sirajul Haque, manager of Bangladesh
Inland Water Transport Authority (BIWTA) at Mawa office
said that traffic jam on both sides of the terminal has
started clearing since 12:30pm though about 550 vehicles
are still waiting to cross the river Padma. Earlier, ferry ser-
vice on the route resumed at 8:00am on Saturday after
remaining halted for about 48 hours. Thousands of vehi-
cles got stranded on both sides of the terminals due to
disruption of ferry services for the last four days.

5hurtas BCLmenclash

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Five people, including a top leader of Pabna Government
Shaheed Bulbul College unit of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL), were injured in an intra-party clash yester-
day. An altercation between BCL college unit president
Shibly Sadik and some outsiders, who are also BCL activ-
ists, took place when the outsiders entered the campus.
During the clash, outsiders led by Anik attacked the BCL
activists including Shibly, 27, leaving five injured. Both
groups used lethal weapons. The injured were admitted
to Pabna Medical College and Hospital.

Man killed by cousin

UNB, Sylhet

A man was stabbed to death allegedly by his cousin follow-
ing an altercation at Birikhai village in Jointapur upazila
yesterday morning. The deceased was identified as
Hossain Ahmed, 25, son of Abdul Khaleq of the village.
Family sources said Hossain's father Khaleq gave money to
his brother Abdul Jalil as per his demand to send his son-
in-law abroad long ago. Although Jalil assured them of
arranging visa but he did not do so. Hossain and Jalil's son
Bahar locked into an altercation over the issue at 6 am
yesterday. At one stage, Bahar stabbed Hossain with a
sharp weapon, leaving him dead on the spot. Bahar and his
family members fled the area soon after the incident.

Criminal held with pistol

UNB, Jessore

An alleged criminal was arrested along with a pistol from
Bunopara area of the district town on Saturday. The
arrestee was identified as Jasim, son of Abdul Aziz of the
area. Police said Jasim along with his accomplices was
engaged in committing robbery, snatching and other
criminal activities in different areas of the town since long.
Police said, acting on secret information, they raided the
area at night and arrested him along with the home made
pistol. Police said Jasim was wanted in anumber of cases.
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This awfully dilapidated bridge near Benapole border in Jessore district faces the risk of
disaster anytime, especially during the ongoing rainy season, fear several thousand
users in four nearby villages.
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Bridge over Kulda River
too risky for users

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole

The bridge over Kudla River
at Swarbanghuda village in
Sharsha upazila Benapole
border has turned awfully
risky, much to the worry of
thousands of people who

use the bridge near

Bangladesh-Indiaborder.
Located four kilometres

off the Benapole Land Port,
the bridge is known as the
doorway to the people of
Ghiba, Raghunathpur and
Swarbanghuda villages

under Bahadurpur union.
Every day a good number

of people have to cross the
bridge as two check-posts of

Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB), two high schools, two
primary schools, two
madrasas and several
important establishments
are located in nearby areas.
The rainy season brings
added trouble to the users of
the bridge that goes under

two to three feet deep water.
There are often accidents

as several cracks have
appeared on the worn-out
bridge.

“The bridge poses life
risk for us. Especially the
school going students are
the worst sufferers,” Abdur
Rashid, a resident of

Swarbanghuda, said.
The bridge may collapse

at any moment, snapping
communication of about 25
thousand people of the three
villages, said anothervillager.
Locals have demanded
construction of a new bailey
bridge to mitigate their suf-
ferings and help trade and
other activities in the area.
Tariqul Islam, assistant

engineer of Local
Government and
Engineering Department
(LGED) in Sharsha upazila,
said “There is no scope to
repair the bridge. A proposal
was sent to the LGED to
reconstruct the bridge early
last month. We are yet to
receive any letter in this
regard.”

Police assault on bus driver
triggers indefinite stirike

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon

Transport workers yesterday
began an indefinite bus
strike on Thakurgaon-
Ranishankoil, Thakurgaon-
Baluiadangi and
Thakurgaon-Ruhia roads
protesting assault on a bus
driver by police on
Thakurgaon-Pirganj road

earlier on the day.
Police said Deputy

Commissioner Mohammad
Shahiduzzaman and Police
Superintendent Md Shah
Alam were going to
Mohammadpur Union in
Sadar upazila to see the
union parishad election in

the morning.
When the DC's car

reached Motherganj on
Thakurgaon-Pirganj road at
around 10:45am, it narrowly
escaped head-on collision

with a passenger bus coming
from Pirganj.

Law enforcers, who were
going to the union along
with the DC and SP, stopped
the bus and beat up its driver

Ramzan Ali.
Hearing the news,

transport workers blocked
Station Road in the town
for three hours from
11:30am and stage a dem-
onstration demanding
punishment to the police-
men who assaulted the
bus driver. They then
stopped plying of buses on
three roads for an indefi-
nite period.

Thakurgaon Municipality
Mayor SMA Moin, Acting
President of district Awami
League and Officer in
Charge of Sadar Police
Station Gopal Chakraborty
sat with the leaders of
Thakurgaon Transport

Workers' Association and
Transport Owners'
Association and assured the
leaders of the two associa-
tions of resolving the issue at
a meeting with the DC and
SP today.

Contacted; DG
Shaiduzzaman said police
beat up the bus driver as he
was driving the vehicle reck-
lessly.

General Secretary of
Thakurgaon Transport
Workers' Association
Abdul Jabbar said their
strike will continue until
the policemen responsible
for assaulting the bus
driver is punished.

Date expired
energy
drinks seized

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

At least 3,666 bottles of date
expired energy drink were
seized in Joypurhat yester-
day morning.

Acting on a tip-off, a
mobile court led by execu-
tive magistrate of Joypurhat
Muhibur Rahman raided
M/s Fizu Stores in the town
yesterday noon and recov-
ered the energy drinks of
various brands including
Tiger, Dragon and Sidr.

The mobile court fined
shopkeeper Md. Mostafizar
Rahman Tk.35,000. In case of
failure to pay the fine he will
have to undergo 6 monthsjail.

Rajshahi Silk Factory
to reopen this year

UNB, Rajshahi

Rajshahi Silk Factory, which
remained closed for about
nine years, will reopen by
this year.

Bangladesh Bank (BB)
has decided to give loan with
easy interest rate to the silk
farmers with a view to devel-
oping the industry.

City Mayor AHM
Khairuzzaman Liton disclosed
this while addressing a semi-
narat Silk Bhaban on Tuesday.

Silk is a valuable asset of
Rajshahi region. So, the
government has taken the
initiative for development of
the industry through restor-
ing its past glory, he said.

The mayor said that the silk

factory, which was shut dur-
ing the tenure of 4-party alli-
ance government, will be
reopened by this year and the
marginal farmers will be given
loan with easy terms. BB took
up a project in this regard, he
added.

The silk factory was
closed on November 30,
2002 with a burden of loss of
Tk 1.13 crore, sources said.

Launched in 1961 with
471 workers and staff mem-
bers, the factory earned
profit till 1975. It started
facing loss since it was
handed over to silk board in
1978. It incurred a total loss
of Tk 39 crore prior to its
closing, factory sources said.
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