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CITYCELL B'BALL L EAGUE

Shaons ride
on Lincoln

SPORTS REPORTER

The Shaons rode on the
scoring spikes of Lincoln to
post their second successive
win in the Citycell First
Division Basketball League

yesterday.
Lincoln, who struck an

impressive 28 points in
Shaons' hard-fought 74-56
point win over Rangers on
Wednesday night, returned
to the Dhanmondi
Basketball Gymnasium
yesterday with the same
vigour and caged an equally
impressive 17 points for his
side's easy sail against Old
DOHS.

DOHS slumped to their
third successive defeat when
they lost the match 74-72
despite a valiant effort from
Zihan, who struck highest 24

points in the match.
DOHS conceded their

second straight defeat on
Wednesday night despite
staging a late rally against
Wraiths, who led the first
half 20-12 before eventually
winning the match 44-36.

Nat'l kabaddi

SPORTS REPORTER

Holders Tangail, runners-up
Jessore, Rajshahi, Dhaka,
Sylhet and Pirojpur won their
respective matches on the
opening day of the 13th
Meizan National Youth
Kabaddi Championship at the
Kabaddi Stadium yesterday:.

Holders Tangail beat
Sylhet 39-21, runners-up
Jessore defeated Pirojpur 42-
35, Rajshahi beat Barisal 35-
24, Dhaka beat Narail 62-27,
Sylhet beat Manikganj 23-18
and Pirojpur thrashed
Dinajpur 66-32.

Rajani, Matiur
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were chosen by Rubcic and
we had nothing to say about
it,” said Hasanuzzaman
Khan Bablu, a member of
national team manage-
ment committee.

Bangladesh's SAFF
Championship-winning
captain Rajani Kanta said
he wants to give more time
to his family as he has been
representing the national
team forlong.

Munna, who struck the
lone goal against India to
take Bangladesh to the
final of the 2003 SAFF
Championship in Dhaka,
echoed the sentiment of
Rajani saying, “I have
decided to avoid interna-
tional football to give more
time to the family as well as
to make place for the
upcoming youngsters
since have played alot.”

Midfielder Munna
played hislastinternational
match in the Merdeka Cup
in 2007 in Malaysia while
Rajani played his last inter-
national match in the AFC
Challenge 2009 in
Bangladesh.

Sk Jamal

FROM PAGE 16
an unmarked Ayuk tapped

the ball into the net from the
six-yard box after Nasir had
done all the hard work down

the flank in the 36th minute.
Mohammedan, who saw

al6th minute grounder from
their captain Enamul Haq
Sharif denied by the wood-
work, pulled one goal back
when their Nigerian
midfielder Nadi Victor fired in
a 25-yarder past Sheikh Jamal

goalkeeper Aminul Haque.
After resumption,

Mohammedan controlled
the game but they could not
find the back of the oppo-
nent's net, even after Sheikh
Jamal were reduced to ten

men inthe last 15 minutes.
Sheikh Jamal saw their

Cameroonian midfield Steve
Thomas sent off following
his off-ball foul on

Mohammedan's Amani.
Mohammedan conceded

a penalty two minutes from
time when their defender
Liton tackled substitute
Atiqur Rahman Mishu badly
inside the danger zone and
Sujan smartly converted the
spot-kick.
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India's Virat Kohli drives through the off side during the fifth and final ODI against West Indies at the Sabina Park
in Kingston yesterday. India reached 190 for 5 in 37 overs, with Kohli run out for 94.

Nadal plots Fed's fall

AFP, London

Defending cham-
pion Rafael Nadal
is poised to end
Roger Federer's
lingering dream of
a seventh Wimble-
don title and reluc-
tantly nip ahead in the race to be
crowned the greatest player of all time.

World number one Nadal took his
Grand Slam title tally to 10 with a sixth
French Open win two weeks ago -- his
fourth final win in Paris over Federer --
and is now only six majors behind the
great Swiss.

The Spaniard will be chasing his third
Wimbledon trophy, a feat which could
sink for good Federer's hopes ofaseventh

title to match the record of Pete Sampras.
Crucially time is on Nadal's side. He is

almost five years younger than Federer
who, at 29, will be acutely aware that
Sampras's seventh and last Wimbledon
triumph in 2000 came two months
before hereached the same age.

But Nadal, the 2008 and 2010
Wimbledon champion and runner-up
in 2006 and 2007, is not prepared to
write off his great rival, who he has
faced 25 times, just yet.

"When you talk about these statistics,
when you try and make these compari-
sons, really it's not very interesting to
me," said Nadal, who will head to

Wimbledon with his batteries recharged

"I'm very happy with what I have,
with who I am. I'm not the best player
in the history of tennis. I think I'm
amongst the best. That's true. That's
enough for me."

Federer, now without a Grand Slam
title since his 16th major at the 2010
Australian Open, was stunned by the
Czech Republic's Tomas Berdych in the
quarterfinals atWimbledon last year.

It was his earliest exit at the All Eng-
land Club since his first round loss to
Mario Ancicin 2002.

But he has been buoyed by his run to
the French Open final, ending Novak
Djokovic's 43-match winning streak in
the semifinals.

Wimbledonis his second home.

"This is where it all started for me
back in 2003; or even with beating Pete
Sampras earlier in 2001. So that's why I
always really enjoy coming back," said
Federer.

"The huge priority is to win Wimble-
don. That's always, for me, the No. 1
goal of the season.”

Djokovic, the Australian Open win-
ner who is poised to depose Nadal as
world number one, has yet to make a
Wimbledon final, losing in the 2010
semifinal to Berdych in straight sets and
to Nadal, also in the last four, in 2007.

But the world number two Serb, who
skipped the traditional Wimbledon
warm-up at Queen's Club because of
tendinitis, has been tipped to finally
succeed at the All England Club by

"I think he will be even better there
and hungrier for success,” said 1992
champion Agassi.

Djokovic goes into Wimbledon
insisting that the end of his winning

streak will not be aburden.
"It was the best five months of my

life, my tennis career," said the Serb.

"I cannot complain. It was definitely
an incredible period. It had to end
somewhere. [ knew it was coming. But
it's sport. Iwill keep on working hard."

World number four Andy Murray,
bidding to become Britain's first
Wimbledon men's champion since
Fred Perry 75 years ago, made the semi-
finals in 2009 and 2010.

His 6-3, 6-1 win over three-time All
England Club finalist Andy Roddick in
the semifinals at Queen's gave every
indication that the ankle injury he
suffered at the French Open is not as
worrying as it was in Paris.

"It was one of those days where 1

hardly missed a ball," said Murray.
Roddick added: "Everything he

touched turned to gold. He was too
good for me. Certainly it does nothing
to my confidence level going into

Wimbledon."
Roddick will be a sentimental

favourite to do well at Wimbledon
having been runner-up to Federer in
2004, 2005 and 2009.

That final two years ago is widely-
regarded as one of the finest of all time
with Roddick edged out 16-14 in an

following an early defeat at Queens. Andre Agassi.

epicfinal set.

Kim missing
Wimbledon

AP, Wimbledon

Australian Open champion Kim Clijsters withdrew from
Wimbledon on Wednesday because of a foot injury, leaving

thewomen's field more wide open.
The Belgian, who was seeded No. 2 Wednesday, said she

had to pull out of the grass-court Grand Slam after injuring her
right footatthe Unicef Open in the Netherlands on Tuesday.
"At this moment I feel frustrated that it has to happen now
before one of my favourite tournaments,” Clijsters said in a
statement. "I've always enjoyed being a part of the Wimble-
don atmosphere but I have no other choice now but to rest,

recover and to not play tennis for a few weeks."
The two-week tournament starts Monday at the All Eng-

land Club.

Clijsters, a three-time US Open winner, hurt her right ankle
in April while dancing barefoot at her cousin's wedding. She
played at the French Open but lost in the second round. At

Wimbledon, Clijsters has twice reached the semifinals.
She said Tuesday's injury is not related to the previous

problem. In her 7-6, 6-3 loss to Italy's Romina Oprandi, she
skidded to the net and stumbled on the first point of the
second game. She appeared tentative for the rest of the
match, although she did not call for medical treatment.

Tamim goes Outlaws
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"I am really happy that I am going to play county cricket. I'm

little bothered about the financial package, rather I am excited
as I have got an opportunity to show my mettle. It's also an

opportunity to make the country proud,” he added.
Tamim informed that he must fly for England before June

29 as he has a match on July 1. "Everything is now depending
on when [ get the visa. If everything goes smoothly then I will
fly for England before June 29, but it's also subject to confirma-
tion of the registration," said Tamim.

Tamim will return home by July 20 to join the national team to
play one Test and five one-day internationals in Zimbabwe.

Bangladesh teamis scheduled to fly out for Zimbabwe on July 29.
Tamim has however virtually no chance to play in the

quarterfinals in the first week of August if his team qualifies
because he will then be busy with the national team in

Zimbabwe.
"My main target will be to capitalise on every opportunity

in the competition so that I can continue with the county,"
said Tamim, who will get a chance to play two games against
his national teammate Shakib.

Gayle likely
to miss Test
series

AFP, Kingston

Chris Gayle has failed to settle
differences with West Indies
officials, and could miss the
three-Test series with India,
starting next week, according
to reports on Thursday.

Media reports indicate the
two sides failed to reach an
amicable solution at a meet-
ing, which took place on
Tuesday in the Jamaica capi-
tal.

Gayle attended the meet-
ing accompanied by
Dinanath Ramnarine, presi-
dent and chief executive of
the West Indies Players'
Association, and Wavell
Hinds, vice-president of
WIPA.

Chief Executive Officer
Ernest Hilaire, Chief Cricket
Operations Officer Tony
Howard, West Indies coach
Ottis Gibson, and West Indies
team operations manager
Richie Richardson repre-
sented theWest Indies Board.

The meeting lasted close
to four hours, with reports of
high tensions, particularly
between Hilaire and
Ramnarine.

Both sides have declined
to comment officially on the
outcome of the meeting, but
confirmed that there were no
conclusive outcomes.

The players wanted the
WICB to sweep Gayle's recent
controversial comments in
an interview with a Jamaican
radio station under the car-
pet - and unconditionally
reinstate him to the side.

During the interview,
Gayle was highly critical of
the WICB, as well as Hilaire
and Gibson. He also ques-
tioned whether West Indies
captain Darren Sammy was
the right man to lead the
Caribbean side.

The WICB felt the com-
ments were highly inappro-
priate, and demanded an
explanation from Gayle at the
meeting, but he was reticent.

No further meeting
between Gayle and the
regional cricket governing
body is scheduled for any
time soon.

Soccer can't
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practice venues.

"First of all we are yet to
get any official offer, so it will
not be wise to make any
comment right now. But I
think practically it's not
possible to hold football

s CK NAYUDU
|

An Indian i mnmgs

The Indian subcontinent today is cricket's lifeblood. *
Passion for the sport across the countries of India, Sri '
Lanka, Pakistan and Bangladesh is unparalleled. It
was not always thus, and it was left to England, the
inventors of the great game and our former colonial

masters, to introduce cricket to our shores.
Cricket was first played by Indians in Bombay in

the early part of 19th century, when Parsi boys imi
tated the activities of European cricketers on a large
- stretch of open space in the southern end of Bombay
'.‘ (now known as the Bombay Gymkhana). The first
»  Parsi cricket club was founded in 1848, the Oriental |

L Cricket Club. {
.r. What the Parsis started was soon followed by

" uther Indians, and in the 1889-90 season, an English
" team led by George Vernon was the first foreign team
_to tour India, although none of the matches were |
poiven first-class status. First-class cricket in India
» began in 1892-93, when two matches were played
between the Europeans and the Parsis. The Parsis

" drewthe firstand won the second.
.~ As cricket began to gain popularity, the deeds of

two Indian cricketers gave impetus to India's eleva-
tion to a proper Test side. The first of them is largely
. forgotten -- Palwankar Baloo, who is regarded by
.~ Ramachandra Guha in his famous book 'A Corner of
' A Foreign Field' as the first great Indian cricketer. A*
slow left-arm bowler who first worked as a sweeper

* at a Pune cricket club run by Parsis, then in a Euro-

- British batsman in India, JG Greig, which had thb '
~ unintended consequence of Baloo honing his tech-
" nical skills. .
. Being of the Chamaar caste, he had to battle prej
dice from his countrymen and foreign rulers alike, but
he came out the other side to lead the Hindus in some
;_;', amous victories over the Europeans in Bombay. He rﬁ
was also part of the first All India tour of England in
w 191 1, when he showed his obvious class by taking 10-[5
~ wickets. Because of these feats, as Guha argues, hewas
~a pioneer in the emancipation of the Untouchables.
. Already cricketwas more than a sportin India. |
~, The other early Indian great is somewhat better
known and remembered. Cottari Kanakaiya Nayudu
' is author of probably the most important Indian '
_ innings. And it wasn't even in a Test match. The MCC '
" side, led by Arthur Gilligan and containing {:ru:kete
_such as Maurice Tate, Andrew Sandham and Ed it
~ Wyatt, came to tour India in 1926-27, and like the
| ﬁjhad done in the United States previously, expected "i-__ _
steamrﬂll all opposition. They had their way |f1n
they arrived in Bombay:. "
- At the Bombay Gymkhana ground on DEI;EI‘HIJEI‘ |
© 11,1926, 25,000 spectators watched the Hindus slip'to |
- 84 for 3 against the might of the MCC. Then, a certain
¥ Colonel CK Nayudu changed Indian cricket over
kumse of 116 minutes, hitting a world-record elever
6s and fourteen 4s to score 153. To this shining ger
. ofIndian cricketing accomplishment was added th
143 scored by DB Deodhar a few days later that gav
\dia the lead in the first unofficial Test. : |
- McC captain Gilligan, an influential figure in _;
| pi h cricket, the ﬁllﬂhhl u or dla 5 elevanu ﬁj

& i'l Ltq"]'s I{@Jﬂh 1. -..._,'

ard r 1928 --'v

] ,' __p' ‘ HE'IH.I ] 1.:t

Srl Lanka Royals Steal practice sessions at cricket
venues because the surfaces
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has often struggled in | The Royals are currently | 8¢ VEIy soft and you kﬂF'W
England. placed in 4th position on | W€ +h3‘-”3 a hnn.m SRILER
And on ThllI'EdEi}? he nnl? the North Group table with H..gﬂll'lﬂt West Indies in the
made two thDI‘E. tr}’iﬂg to Sixpﬂints from Si}:games_ first week of DC[DhEr} n
: , Nottinghamshire, the | explained Manzur.
d And del & , , .
tl:;:ﬁ:i? R El:f?ltlh : 1;.;? county that has all but Argentina and Nigeria are
h th — pd hj signed another| coming to Bangladesh on
= AVEE Sl RS Bangladeshi cricketer in | September 3 to play the
Matt Prior. r Tamim Igbal, sit atop the | match at the Bangabandhu
It took ,‘:;;angakkara stally | +2ple with nine points from | National Stadium on
for the series to ameagre 65 | ... i hes September 6.
runsatanaverage of 13.
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CRYPTOQUIP

X KQJLI VQGR VGYBB

WYXVXLV QL HCR VRYKBQQW.

X VIUUQVR QLR NQJBI NYBB

HCRG QNRYL NIWWYLHYV,

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: WE BOTH TRIED

FIGURING OUT HOW TO PREPARE THE POTATOES,
BUT THE OUTCOME WAS MASH CONFUSION.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals O



