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Magurchhara

still suffers for
97 blowout

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Today is 'Magurchhara day’, reminder of the catastrophic
gas well explosion at Magurchhara in Kamalganj upazila of

Moulvibazar district 14 years ago.
Due to the gas blowout on June 14 in 1997, the country

suffered a loss of about Tk 3,900 crore but only Tk 38 crore was
paid in compensation, according to the sources of a parlia-
mentarystanding committee meeting on July 23 in 2009.
Besides, an investigation committee formed by the then
Awami League government that said the damage to the reserve
forest in the area due to the explosion was worth Tk 9,858 crore,
while 29 tea gardens in the area suffered losses of Tk 46.7 crore.
Following the explosion in the well for gas exploration
conducted by US company Occidental, fire rose more than
300 feet high. It caused serious damage to a portion of adja-
cent Fulbari Tea Garden, Magurchhara Khasia Punjee,
Bhanugachh-Srimongal portion of Dhaka-Sylhet railway
and Bhanugachh-Srimongal road. About 87.50 acres of land
of Lawachhara Reserve Forest got scorched in addition to

massive damage to wildlife, nature and environment.
Local alliance of four left-leaning political parties --

National Awami Party (NAP-Mujaffar), Gonotontri Party,
Bangladesher Samajtantrik Dal and Communist Party of
Bangladesh will form a human chain at Moulvibazar
Chawmuhona Square to observe 'Magurchhara day' today.

SCHOOLS IN AILA-HIT KOIRA

QUuUAZI AMANULLAH, Khulna

Most of the educational institutions dam-
aged by Aila in worst-hit Koira upazila of
Khulna district are yet to be renovated or
reconstructed.

Many schools are still under water since
the cyclone accompanied by tidal surges
ravaged the area on May 25 in 2009 while
poverty pressed a large number of students
to engage In various income generating
activities.

All these factors have resulted in hin-
drance to schooling of children in the area,

said teachers, students and guardians.
Teachers of some damaged schools often

take classes under the open sky.

"According to official records, cyclone
Aila damaged 156 educational institutions
in six unions under Koira upazila. Fourteen
high schools and madrasas in the upazila
were raged to the ground while three pri-
mary schools went into the riverbed due to
the storm,” said Koira Upazila Nirbahi

Officer Abul Bashar.
"Students of damaged schools have

engaged in catching fish fry, working as
domestic help, selling vegetables and driv-
ing van to help their poor parents,” upazila

parishad Chairman GM Mohsin Reza said.
Fisherman Abdul Aziz of Angtihara vil-

Most yet to be
repaired, many
still submerged

lage, who has been staying in a sub-human
condition in a makeshift camp erected on an
embankment, said that students of his area
stopped education as their schools still bear

testimony to the devastation caused by Aila.
Humayun Kabir, headmaster of

Barhobari High School at Uttar Bedkashi
union, regretted that despite frequent
reminders the authorities concerned are yet
to take any move to reconstruct the dam-
aged educational institutions.

Asked about the matter, Koira Upazila
Education Officer Md Akram Hossain said, "1
sent a list of educational institutions dam-
aged by Aila and sought allocation of neces-
sary fund for their renovation and recon-
struction but the education department is
yet to make any response in this regard."

Jessore education board has not refunded
the money taken as SSC examination fees
from Aila affected candidates although the
board authorities earlier announced
exempting candidates of the Aila-affected
upazila from payment of SSC examination
fees, he said.

Meanwhile, Koira Police station officer in
charge Humayun Kabir told this correspon-
dent that many school students, driven by
poverty and hunger, have got involved in
various cognizable and non-cognizable
offences like pilferage, theft and drug selling.

Deteated UP member candidate jailed

UNB, Gaibandha

A mobile court here on Saturday midnight
convicted a defeated UP member candidate
and sentenced him to two years imprison-
ment for trying to loot ballot papers and
torturing election officials.

The convict was identified as Delwar
Khan, a UP member candidate of Kholahati
union in Sadar upazila.

Police said after the announcement of the

results, Delwar Khan along with his support-
ers attacked and tortured presiding officer
Shahidul Islam and other election officials at
West Komornoi Government Primary
School centre and tried to loot the ballot box
and papers.

Police rushed to the spot, rescued the

officials and arrested Delwar from the spot.
Later, senior judicial magistrate of

the court Azizur Rahman pronounced
the verdict.
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PHOTO: STAR
Like many other institutions in the area, Angtihara Government Primary School at Dakkhin
Bedkashi union in Koira upazila of Khulna district has remained flooded since cyclone Aila
ravaged the area on May 25 in 2009, much to the hindrance to local children's schooling.
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Optional:

Single supplement

Upgrade to 4 & 5 Star Hotel
Sightseeing & Airport Transfers
Customized package on demand

Package Includes:

Economy Class return ticket
Twin share 3N/4D in 3" hotel
All taxes & Visa support

*Conditions Apply

Hotline
01730006574
01733787044
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