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Marking 150th birth anniversary of
Rabindranath Tagore this year, Jatiyo
Rabindra Sangeet Sammilan Parishad (Dhaka
metro branch) arranged a programme fea-
turing the Nobel laureate's songs and poetry
at the main auditorium of Chhayanaut

silence reflects his objection to King Henry VIII's
wish to divorce his wife.

More's motto “a person is defined by his con-
science” reflects throughout the play, as it touches

the ideas of identity and ethics.
Theatre troupe Prachyanat brought the play to

Solo Art Exhibition

Artist: Mustapha Khalid Palash
Venue: Dhaka Art Centre, R-7 A
H-60, Dhanmondi

Date: June17-July 1

Time: 11am-8pm

Noto Korey Dao Hey”, “Megher Porey Megh
Jomechhey” and “Probhu Aaji Tomar”
respectively.

Sukanto Chakrobarty, Abhaya Dutta,
Mamun Zahid Khan and Pijush Barua also
performed solo.

described as a corrupt individual, forced by the

Emperor Charles V to act according to his will.
Kazi Taufiqul Islam played the common man, a

character that also narrates and maintains a link
between the audience and the performers. His
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Parvez, Mahua Monjuri Sunanda, Deepika
Rani Das, Sadia Nusrat Noor, Farzana Poppy,

ing. Md. Shakhwat Hossain played Richard Rich.
Rahul Anand directed the music. The song

formed a chorus, “Antor Momo Bikoshito
Koro”. Solo rendition of the song “Jagater

The show was part of the ongoing National
Theatre Festival, organised by Bangladesh Group

Date: June 3-14; lime: 12-8pm
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Cultural organisation Pancham arranged
an evening of Rabindra Sangeet, featur-
ing up and coming singer Mizanur
Rahman Taslim, at the Music and Dance

“If you liked that, then you'll definitely
enjoy the concert.”
Which other artists do you admire?
Ravi Shankar: I saw some music videos

Later, he took lessons in classical music
from Ustad Akhtar Sadmani and was
drawn to Rabindra Sangeet when he was
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Taslim's repertoire mostly consisted of performances. I believe he deserves

lesser-known Tagore songs, like “Tumi exposure.” PHOTO: STAR

Asaduzzaman Noor (centre) at the opening programme.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi
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Pop legend Azam Khan was recalled
at a citizens' condolence meeting in
Rajshahi city on Friday evening.

Speakers at the meeting
demanded a state recognition for
Azam Khan as they said the “Guru”
had pioneered Bangladeshi pop
music, a new trend, during the post-
Liberation War period.

They mourned the passing away of
the legendary musician and said that
Khan fought for the country's free-
dom and secured his iconic position
among people through music.

They said that the trendsetter
always advocated the peoples’ cause

Jeyo Na”, “Dak Diyechho Kon Shokale”, Poet Asad Chowdhury, and Director
“Aaji Barsh an Mandrito” etc. The audi- General of BSA Liaquat Ali Lucky were
ence, at the packed auditorium, seemed  also present at the event and wished to
keen on his renditions. hear Taslim sing more often in public.

through cultural practice and will be
remembered forever for his role in
inspiring generations.

Organised by Rajshahi Press Club,
the meeting was held at an open
stage at Shaheb Bazar Zero Point in
the city.

Shahin Akhtar, a social activist and
Rajshahi city mayor's wife, addressed
the meeting as chief guest. Rajshahi
Press Club vice-president Golam
Sarwar chaired the event. A

Rajshahi Metropolitan Police Com- PR & L. ﬁj ﬂ%"
missioner M. Obaidullah; Rajshahi : ol o e s ,-:;.
University teacher A.N.M. Saleh; b
writer Waliur Rahman Babu and
Rajshahi Press Club general secretary
Saidur Rahman, among others, spoke
at the meeting.
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Mizanur Rahman Taslim sings at the programme.
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SUSHANTA GHOSH, Barisal
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A three-day regional poetry recitation festi-
val, titled 'Anchalik Abriti Utshab', in Barisal
city opened last Friday evening.

The festival has been organised by Ban-
gladesh Abriti Samannoy Parishad (BASP), in
collaboration with Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy (BSA).

The theme of the festival is: “Kobita Hok
Tader, Jader Hridoye Achhey Muktijuddho,
Achhey Shaheed Minar” (poetry belongs to
those who uphold the values of Language
Movement and Liberation War).

Lawmaker Advocate Talukder
Muhammed Yunus inaugurated the festival
at Aswani Kumar Hall.

Noted cultural personality and lawmaker
Asaduzzaman Noor, who is also the presi-
dent of BASP, attended the inaugural
programme as the chief guest.

Azmal Hosen Labu, convener of Barisal
Anchalik Abriti Utshab Udjapan Parishad
(regional recitation festival celebration com-
mittee) presided over the opening day's

programme. Among others, Tarik Ali, trustee
of Libration War Museum; Nikhil Sen; Syed
Dulal; Nazrul Islam Chunnu; Narayan Saha
and Marif Ahmed Bappy spoke on the occa-

sion.

More than 200 poets and reciters (from six
districts of Barisal division) are participating

over the first two days of the festival.

The festival would end with a seminar and

workshop on poetry recitation, said Marif
Ahmed Bappy, member secretary of the
festival celebration committee.

What got you started?

Ravi Shankar: Going to Paris with my
brother Uday's classical Indian dance
troupe in 1930. I started out as a dancer,
but gradually became more interested in
music.

What was your big breakthrough?

Ravi Shankar: Meeting [the composer
and musician] Allauddin Khan when I was
15. He became my guru; I returned to India
to study the sitar with him for seven years.
Only then was I ready to become a profes-
sional musician.

How does the Indian classical music
scene compare with the West's?

Ravi Shankar: In the West, classical
music is composed by individuals, and
written down. Indian music is based on
certain sequences, called ragas. When [
perform live, 95 percent of the music is
improvised: it never sounds the same
twice.

Is there a high cost to fame?

Ravi Shankar: Well, I'm 91 now, so if I
haven't learnt to live with it, I never will.
But some periods have been more difficult

than others. When I started working with
George Harrison [in 1966}, [ became like a
pop star myself: everywhere [ went, [ was
recognised. [ didn't like that at all.

I saw some music videos by
Lady Gaga for the first
time recently. I do admire
her theatricality. She is a
very intelligent performer.

What have you sacrificed for your art?
Ravi Shankar: [ don't think I have sacri-
ficed anything. But [ do think that my
Indian classical audiences thought I was
sacrificing them through working with
George. [ became known as the “fifth
Beatle”; in India, they thought I was mad.
What is your proudest achievement?
Ravi Shankar: Helping western audi-
ences have a better understanding of
Indian classical music. When I first started

What advice would you give a young
musician?

Ravi Shankar: I wouldn't give them
advice; [ would learn from them.

Is there an art form you don't relate to?

Ravi Shankar: I don't appreciate avant-
garde, electronic music. It makes me feel
quite ill.

How would you like to be remembered?

Ravi Shankar: For my music, if [ am
remembered for anything at all.

In short

Born: Varanasi, India, 1920.

Career: Tours and records his own sitar
compositions; has also collaborated with
musicians such as George Harrison and
Philip Glass.

High point: "Having a wonderful fam-

ily.”

Low point: “Now. In my mind, [ am a
young man -- [ have so many musical
ideas, but my body is too frail to play

them."”
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