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Clashes mark UP
polls in Noakhali

10 hurt; ballot boxes snatched; polling
suspended at two centres

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Noakhali

Ten people including three
policemen and two Ansar
members were injured in
clashes between law
enforcers and locals while
ballot box looting, attempt
to seize polling centres,
suspension of polls at two
centres marked elections
in several centers during
election to nine union
parishads (UP) of Chatkhil
upazila yesterday.

Local lawmaker barris-
ter Mahbub Uddin Khokon
at a press conference
demanded re-election in

Khilpara and Pachgao UPs.
It was alleged that sup-

porters of Khilpara UP
chairman candidate
Alamgir Hossain seized
ballot papers at Khilpara
High School, Nahar Khil
Government Primary
School and Sreeram
Government Primary
School polling centres and
cast votes in his favour.

Rival candidate Peyar
Ahmed announced elec-
tion boycott in presence of
journalists at around
11:00am. He submitted a
written report to the
returning officer asking for
re-election at seven cen-
tres.

Voting was stopped at
Afsar Khil Forkania
Madrasa and Abu Torab

Nagar Government
Primary School polling
centres in Pachgao unions
following the allegation of
ballot box looting and
attempt to seize the two
polling centres.

At this time supporters
of chairman candidate
Mostafa Khan allegedly
snatched two ballot boxes,
which led to the clash
between them and sup-
porters of rival candidate
Bazlul Karim Babul.

Police fired five rounds
of rubber bullets to bring
the situation under con-
trol. Five people were
injured in the clash
between the police and
locals.

Lightning kills
7 in two dists

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Seven people, including
three schoolboys, were killed
by lightning in Gomostapur
upazila of Chapainawabganj
district and in Modhukhali,
Boalmari and Bhanga
upazilas of Faridpur district
yesterday.

In Chapainawaganj, the
dead were identified as
Ruhul Amin,35, his wife
Shawkat Ara,30, and their
neighbour Abdur Rahim, 28,
reports our correspondent.

In another incident,
Mansura Begum, 23, wife of
Abdul Mannan of Mayamari
village of Bholahat upazila
was struck by lightning while
she was gathering mangoes.
Shedied instantly:

In Faridpur, three school
students were killed by light-
ning in Modhukhali, Boalmari
and Bhangaupazilasyesterday.

The dead are Lima Rani,
14, of Chandra village in
Bhanga upazila, Sumi Rani
Sarkar, 10, of Baliapara village
in Boalmari upazila and her
sister Nomita Rani Sarkar.

PRE-AND POST-UP POLL VIOLENCE

80 injured in districts

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Pre- and post-UP poll violence in
Habiganj, Brahmanbaria, Lalmonirhat
and Takurgaon districts left over 80
people injured yesterday and the day
before.

Our staff correspondent from Sylhet
reported that at least 40 people were
injured in a post-poll clash at Shahpur
village under Baniachang upazila of
Habiganj district yesterday.

Police said the supporters of elected
member Ataur Rahman and defeated
member candidate Abdul Mannan

clashed at around 11:00am yesterday.
On information, police and chair-

man-elect Yahiya Chowdhury reached
the spot and brought the situation
under control.

Oftheinjured, 21 including defeated
member candidate Abdul Mannan
were admitted to Habiganj Sadar

Hospital while the rest given first aid.
Police have been deployed at the

village to avert further clash. No case
was filed with the concerned police
station as of filing of this report at
5:00pmyesterday.

In Thakurgaon, post-poll violence
left three people injured at Velai and
Malivita village in Ratore Union under
Ranishankoil upazila on Friday, reports

our correspondent.
Police and local people said the

supporters of defeated chairman can-
didate Fazlul Haque attacked Prema
Roy's house at Velai village, saying that
he and his family members did not vote
for Fazlul Haque. At one stage, one of
the attackers stabbed Prema's wife
Purnima Rani, 28, in the abdomen,
leaving her critically injured.

She was admitted to Thakurgaon
Sadar Hospital and then shifted to
Dinajpur Medical College and Hospital

as her condition deteriorated.
In another incident, Uttam Roy, 25,

and Prohalad Roy, 34, came under
attack by the supporters of a defeated
member candidate at Malivita village
inthe same union.

According to our B'baria correspon-
dent, the supporters of two member
candidates in the election to Talshahar
Union Parishid (UP) under Ashuganj
upazila clashed on Friday, leaving at
least 26 people from both sides injured.

Locals said the supporters of Samsul
Alam and Humayun Mia locked in the

clash following an altercation.
On information, police from

Ashuganj rushed to the spot, dispersed
the clashing groups and brought the

situation under control.
Of the inured, nine were admitted to

Brahmanbaria Sadar Hospital while
the rest given first aid at a clinic at
Ashuganj.

Our Lalmonirhat correspondent
adds: At least 14 people, including two
women, were injured in a clash
between the supporters of two chair-
man candidates of Velalbari Union
Parishad at Velabari village in Aditmari
upazila on Friday.

The injured were admitted to
Aditmari Upazila Health Complex and
Lalmonirhat Sadar Hospital. Of them,
condition of Sayedul islam, 52,
Ashraful Islam,48, Kashem Ali, 35,
Laden Islam,30, Ashma Begum,45, and
Mofia Begum, 32, was stated to be
critical.

Local said, the clash ensued follow-
ing an altercation over electioneering

atVelabarivillage ataround 9:00pm.
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