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“I[lluminations,” the title of the main
exhibition at the 54th Venice Bien-
nale, is meant to evoke the notion of
artists as a source of enlightenment.
But that does not necessarily mean
new, cutting-edge artists. Much of
this Biennale is more subdued and
less experimental than in years past,
more of a nostalgic meditation on life
and art than a revelatory peek into
the future.

Bice Curiger, this year's director,
underscored this with the first three
artworks that visitors encounter on
entering the Palace of Exhibitions, the
1895 colonnaded building at the cen-
tre of the Giardini di Castello, the
historic home of the Biennale. Rather
than starting her show with work by
living artists, as most would have
expected, she installed three paintings
by the 16th-century Venetian master
Jacopo Tintoretto, creating a chapel-
like aura in the grand central hall.

“I like to think of Tintoretto as an
outsider,” she said, adding that many
of the contemporary artists in the
show -- including established figures
like Cindy Sherman, Christopher
Wool, Seth Price and Sigmar Polke --
could be considered outsiders as well.

“It's anti-classicism,” Bice
explained of the Tintorettos, on loan
from the nearby Gallerie
dell'Accademia and the church of San
Giorgio Maggiore. “His demolition of
a static order, the loss of harmony.” In
his “Last Supper” from 1594, for exam-
ple, “Christ is no longer at the centre
of the scene, and the table lies diago-
nally across the painting.”

Finding the new in the very old
does make a certain sense in this
ancient city set in a shimmering
lagoon, where the Biennale will be on
view until November 27. A treasure-
hunt-like patchwork of exhibitions
scattered across the city, it runs the

Shipakala Academy (BSA) premises
can possibly accommodate. Organised
by the Department of Dramatics &
Motion Picture, BSA, the eight-day

had a man demonstrating several
skills while maintaining balance on a
rope, tied seven feet high across the
stage. It was probably the most excit-

rium of BSA. Nazrul exponent
and head of trustee board of
Nazrul Institute, Professor Rafiqul
Islam, inaugurated the festival as

Referring to an essay, titled
“Bangalir Bangla”, written in
1940/41 by Nazrul, Professor
Rafiqul Islam quoted the poet as

Bedonaye”, "Amina Dulal Nachey
Halimar Koley” and more on the

first day of the festival.
Warda Rehab presented two

Untitled wax sculptures by the Swiss artist Urs Fischer burn slowly at the
54th Biennale in Venice.

gamut from immersive environ-
ments and one-artist shows to dis-
jointed (and often confusing) sprawl-
ing exhibitions.

It is also a bigger event than ever,
with 89 countries represented, 12
more than in 2009, including several
first-timers, like Saudi Arabia, Bah-
rain, Rwanda, Bangladesh, Malaysia
and tiny Andorra. Alongside them is
Bice's exhibition, in two parts, one at
the Giardini and the other at the
nearby Arsenale, the network of ship-
yards, factories and warehouses
where Venetian fleets were once
built. There are also more off-site
shows this year, stuffed into aban-
doned churches, disused palaces and
empty industrial buildings.

Some veteran Biennale-goers
complained that much of the art

seemed outdated and flat. “It's reflec-
tive,” said Lisa Phillips, director of the
New Museum in New York. “With the
governments controlling who gets
the pavilions, they don't really cap-
ture the spirit of what's happening
artistically. Maybe it's time to recon-
sider that practice.”

But Thomas P. Campbell, director
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
who was making his first trip to the
Biennale, saw the spectacle differ-
ently. “Being a Venice newbie [ am
not as jaded as some of my col-
leagues, so I really enjoyed it,” he
said. “I found it chaotic, kaleido-
scopic and exciting.”

As the title “Illuminations”
implies, the theme of light is ubiqui-
tous. In the Arsenale lines formed to
see one of the American artist James

Turrell's dreamy installations, in
which changing light creates an
alternate universe of space and color.
Nearby the Swiss artist Urs Fischer
caused something of a sensation
with a monumental functioning wax
candle in the full-scale form of
Giovanni Bologna's 16th-century
sculpture “The Rape of the Sabine
Women.”

Even video art had a historical
story line. Pipilotti Rist, also Swiss,
showed three framed LED screens
with engravings of 18th-century
Venice overlaid with 21st-century
moving images of the sky and sea.
And in the Japanese pavilion the
artist Tabaimo created vast projec-
tions -- melding animated manga
with traditional ukiyo-e (floating
world) wood-block-inspired illustra-
tions -- that cascade down curved
and mirrored walls. The project, the
artist has said, was about “receding
into isolation in the face of
globalisation.”

More personal was the German
pavilion, this year's winner for best
national pavilion, which displayed
work by Christoph Schlingensief, the
artist and filmmaker. The entire
space was transformed into a replica
of the church where he spent his
teenage years as an altar boy, with
videos he made relating to his battle
with cancer.

The artist Thomas Hirschhorn,
whose environmental installation
consumed the Swiss pavilion, also
dealt with time. He created a science-
fiction-like setting out of a mishmash
of stuff -- old cell phones and televi-
sions, computer screens, magazines,
dolls and plastic chairs -- much of it
wrapped in aluminium foil; it was a
world of high-speed obsolescence.
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Marking the 112th birth anniversary of
National Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam, a
programme highlighting the secular,
humanist ideology of the poet, was held
on June 4 in the district.

Bangladesh Udichi Shilpi Goshthi's
Satkhira unit organised the programme that
included a discussion, recitation of poems,
play, songs and dances. The discussion was
held at Satkhira Officers’ Club auditorium
with Udichi Satkhira unit's president
Maniruzzaman Chhattu in the chair.

Satkhira deputy commissioner Md
Kefayetullah was the chief guest.

Alam; Professor Abdul Hamid; Professor
Nimai Mandal; poet Paltu Bashar, among
others, took part in the discussion on the
life and literary works of Nazrul.

Paying homage to Nazrul, the speakers
said that the nation is indebted to him for
his immense contribution to Bangla liter-
ature and music. They were of the view
that the “rebel poet” enlightened the soci-
ety through his inspiring poetry, songs,
novels and plays.

Nazrul's anti-imperialist and revolu-
tionary writings inspired people to take
part in nationalist movements, they said.

After discussion, the cultural
programme was held at the venue.

Spirit of Liberation War in Focus

Three-day theatre festival in Pabna

AHMED HuMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

A three-day street theatre festival ended in
Pabna on Saturday amid much festivity. In
association with Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy and Bangladesh Patha Natak
Parishad, leading theatre troupe of Pabna,
Darpan Sangskritik Goshthi, organised the
festival held at Pabna Town Hall premises.

Additional deputy commissioner,
Pabna Md. Sajedul Islam inaugurated the
festival on June 2. President of Darpan
Sangskritik Goshthi, A.N.M Hai Al Hadi
chaired the opening programme. Profes-
sor Md. Abdul Mannan; Professor Md.
Abdul Latif and president of Shammilito
Sangskritik Jote's Pabna unit, Biplob
Bhattacharya spoke on the occasion.

The speakers stressed on the role of
street theatre in generating awareness on
various social issues among the masses.
Theatre is a powerful weapon to combat
the bleak reality, they added.

Street theatre is more significant as it

reaches people from all walks of life who
don't have the opportunity to attend pro-
scenium-based performances, they were
of the view.

Ten plays were staged during the three-
day festival. Troupes from Pabna and
adjoining districts staged their produc-
tions at the festival.

Plays staged at the festival were:
“Shadhinotar Dirghoshshash” by Darpan;
“Shironamhin” by Gonoshilpi Sangstha,
Pabna; “Mahabidya” by Manobadhikar
Natyo Parishad, Pabna; "Ponta Okali” by
Railway Artists Group, Ishwardi; “Koibollo”
by Opera Natyo Dal, Dhaka; “Rajai-Rajai”
by Nondon Theatre, Kushtia; “Mohonoy”
by Chiknai Theatre, Chatmohar; “Royal
Bengal Tiger” by Anushilon Ashi and
“Shadhinota Judhho” by Theatre 77.

“All plays staged at the festival reverber-
ated the spirit of the Liberation War.
Through this festival we have tried to

inspire people to keep the values of our
freedom movement alive,” A.N.M Hai Al
Hadi, president of Darpan, said.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Theatre troupe Natyakendra
staged its production "Aroj
Charitamrita” on June 5 at the
Experimental Theatre Hall,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Acad-
emy. The show was part of the
ongoing fortnight-long National
Theatre Festival, organised by
Bangladesh Group Theatre Fed-
eration.

Based on the life and works
of philosopher Aroj Ali
Matubbar, the play has been
written by Masum Reza. Tarique

Anam Khan directed the play.

A scene from the play.

The play depicts the hardship
that the philosopher suffered
throughout his life because of
his values and convictions.

Aroj Alj, a self-taught philos-
opher, was born in 1900 in the
village of Lamchari, Barisal
district. He studied for only a
few months at the village
magqtab (religious school). He
acquired most of his knowledge
on varied subjects, including

\

science and philosophy;,
through his own efforts. He
shunned conventional religious
traditions, and for this, he was
treated as a blasphemer by his
neighbours.

Aroj Ali Matubbar died in
1985. His writings “Shotyer
Shandhaney” (The Quest for
Truth) and “Srishtir Rahashya”
(The Mystery of Creation) are

widely acclaimed.
‘t

The play narrates the philos-
opher's life, starting from his
early childhood.

Lincoln Abhi played the ado-
lescent Aroj, while Abid Rehan
played the adult Aroj. Lucy
Tripti Gomes played Aroj's wife.
The cast also included Jhuna
Chowdhury, Yusuf Hassan and
Sangeeta Chowdhury:.

Mosharraf Karim directed the
music. Tauquir Ahmed
designed the set of the play.

The same day, Barisal Natok
staged Manik Bandopadhyay's
“Pragoitihashik” at the National
Theatre Hall.

The National Theatre festival
will continue till June 17. Today,
Theatre Art Unit will stage
“Amina Shundori” at the
National Theatre Hall, while

Aranyak Natyadal will stage

“Raraang’” at the Experimental
Theatre Hall.
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