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Japan PM
ready to step

down in Aug
AFP, Tokyo

Japan's embattled Prime
Minister Naoto Kan will be
ready to step down in
August, his coalition partner
said yesterday.

Last week Kan survived

an opposition no-
confidence motion that
some members of his own
party had threatened to
support, after appeasing his
enemies by promising to
relinquish power but with-
out specifying adate.

Kan later hinted he
wanted to stay until next
year, angering opponents.

"His real thought is to get
his work done by the end of
August,” said Shizuka
Kamei, leader of ruling coali-
tion partner the People's

New Party.

Blast at bakery
kills 14 in

City

Pakistan

AFP, Peshawar

At least 14 people were killed
and more than 20 injured
yesterday when a bomb

exploded in a bakery in north- The police action came after talks
west Pakistan, police and between the Indian government and
government officials said. the 46-year-old Yoga Guru broke down

"It was a remote con-
trolled bomb planted in a
dustbin at the entrance of the
bakery on the main Mall
Road in the garrison town of
Nowshera," Mian Iftikhar
Hussain, the provincial infor-
mation minister, told AFP

The explosion sparked a
huge fire which has now been

broughtunder control, he said.
The attack was claimed

by the Pakistani Taliban.

mutual assurances.

stiff resistance.

In a dramatic action, police yesterday
evicted leading Indian yoga guru Baba
Ramdev from the site of his anti-
corruption hunger strike here shortly
after midnight and flew him out of Delhi
after firing tear gas shells and resorting
to baton charge on his supporters.

and accused each other of betrayal on

Police also used batons in their
1:00am on the midnight drama on a
vast tent at Ramlila Maidan in the
Indian capital where Swami Ramdev
had begun a hunger strike on Saturday:.

After day break, police evicted his
followers from the protest site amidst

Around 30 of Ramdev's followers
and police personnel were injured and
have been treated at a nearby hospital,

end the protest.

However, Indian Home Secretary G
K Pillai said for security concerns the
permission of the yoga camp was

cancelled but denied Ramdev's arrest.
The police withdrew the permission

for his yoga camp and imposed ban
orders after what a senior police official
said a political decision was taken to

Opposition parties and anti-graft
campaigners accused the government
of resorting to heavy-handed tactics to
crush the demonstration, which comes
after a damaging series of corruption
revelations at high levels of power.

Ramdeyv, later, described his terror
as police swooped on his camp and
vowed to intensify his campaign.

"My fast is not over yet... we will
observe a 'black day' to protest the con-
spiracy and we will intensify our anti-
corruption campaign across the coun-
try,"," he told reporters from his residence
in the town of Haridwar in northern India
where he flewyesterday morning.

guru's graft protest

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi
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Virtual gym 'helps weight loss’

PHOTO: AFP
Indian yoga guru Swami Ramdev talks to journalists during a press conference at his ashram in Haridwar yesterday.

Indian police crush yoga

launch a countrywide peaceful agita-
tion to protest the alleged police "bru-
tality" at the Ramlila Maidan but
appealed to them not to retaliate vio-
lently, a close aide of the yoga guru said.

Main opposition BJP said the police
action was reminiscent of 1976 emer-
gency days imposed by the then Prime

Minister Indira Gandhi and alleged the

ruling Congress party did not want to
discuss corruption in a democratic
manner.

The party would launch a protest
against police brutality, BJP chief
President Nitin Gadkarisaid.

India's ruling Congress party justified
the midnight crackdown on Ramdev's
fast and accused him of "inciting people”
despite striking a deal with the govern-
ment for ending his protest.

Terming the yoga guru as a "fraud”,
Congress General Secretary Digvijay
Singh ruled out further talks and also
demanded an inquiry into the "thou-
sands of crores of rupees” of property

sources said. Ramdev asked his followers to ownedbytheguru.
Hartal end let]
FROM PAGE 1 the sake of security of the the last caretaker govern- endtocaretakersystem. Talking to journalists at

parliamentary polls within

three months.
In a recent verdict, the

Supreme Court knocked off
the 13th amendment, but
advised that the next two

parliamentary elections
should be held under the

existing caretaker system for

state and the people.

Three successive parlia-
mentary polls, largely seen
as free and fair, were held
under the caretaker govern-
ment system since its intro-
duction in 1996. The system
came under scrutiny after

Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh

Ministry of Women and Children Affairs
Jatiyo Mohila Sangstha, Dhaka
Promotion of Women Entrepreneurs for Economic
Empowerment Project (2 Phase) (PWEEEP)
145, New Baily Road, Dhaka

Invitation for Tenders

01. | Ministry/division Ministry of Women and Children

| Affairs. T —
02. | Agency Jatiyo Mohila Sangstha.
03. | Procuring entity name Project Director.

04, Invitation for tender Trade instructors to be trained up as
Master Trainers under a TOT course.
JMS/PWEEEP/Tender/1(9)/2011-26
Date: 30.05.2011.

Open tender method.

05. Invitation Ref. No & date

06, Procurement method

07. | Budget and source of | GOB.
funds
08. | Project code 7219,

09. | Project name Promotion of Women Entrepreneurs

for Economic Empowerment Project
(2n¢ Phase).

Trade instructors to be trained up as
Master Trainers under a TOT course
in different trade courses like: i)
Interior  Decoration, i) Fashion
Design, i) Beautification, iv)
Catering, v) Pottery. vi) Women
Entrepreneurs Training (Management
Training).

16/06/2011.

19/06/2011, 1.00pm.

10. | Tender package name

11. | Tender last selling date
12. | Tender closing date and

time

13. | Tender opening date | 15/06/2011, 2.00pm.
and time

14. | Price of  tender | BDT 500/- (five hundred only) each
document non-refundable.

15. Name & address of the | Project Director, PWEEEP, Jatiyo
office(s) Mohila Sangstha (3™ Floor), 145, New
-Selling tender document | Baily Road, Dhaka-1000,

(principal)

-Receiving tender Project Director Office (3™ Floor), Jatiyo

document Mohila Sangstha Bhaban, 145, New
Baily Road, Dhaka. -

-Opening tender Project Director Room, (37 Floor),

document Jatiyo Mohila Sangstha Bhaban, 145,
New Baily Road, Dhaka,

16. Time for completion of | As perschedule.
work

17, Eligibility of tenderer As per schedule.

18. Amount of tender security | BDT 15,000/ (fifteen thousand) for

each subject/trade, in the form of Pay-
Order/Bank Draft in favour of Project
Director, Promotion of Women
Entrepreneurs for Economic
Empowerment Project (2 Phase),
Dhaka.
Competent authority reserves the
right to accept any tender in part or
full or to reject all tenders without
showing any reason.

Project Director

Promotion of Women Entrepreneurs for
Economic Empowerment Project (2™ Phase)
Jatiyo Mohila Sangstha

145, New Baily Road, Dhaka

Phone: 9348443

19. | Special instruction

GD-2587

ment, backed by the mili-
tary, remained in power for
two years jailing politicians,
including Sheikh Hasina and
BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia before holding the elec-
tions in December 2008.

If the caretaker provision
is finally repealed, the next
general elections will be held
under the supervision of the
present Awami League-led
government, a situation
BNP does not want for fear of
rigging.

The raging controversy
over the caretaker system
has already raised fears
about political turmoil and a
possible deadlock in the
next parliamentary elec-
tions, duein2014.

Khaleda Zia told a press
conference on the eve of the
hartal on Saturday that her
party will boycott the elec-
tion unless it is held under a
caretaker government.

She threatened to
announce even “tougher”
programmes to press for
continuation of the care-
taker system.

Sheikh Hasina
denounced the hartal as
“irrational” and urged the
BNP to come to parliament
to discuss the issue.

“Our door is always
open,” the prime minister
told a function marking the
World Environment Day at
Bangabandhu International
Conference Centre yester-
day:.

The Federation of
Bangladesh Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI), the country's apex
business forum, has stepped
into the debate calling for an

Meanwhile, BNP acting
Secretary General Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
accused the government of
arresting the opposition
members and harassing
them.

“Thisis no longerademo-
cratic government. It has
turned into an autocratic
government,” Mirza Fakhrul
told BNP activists outside
the party central office
which was surrounded by
police.

Police intervened when-
ever the protesters tried to
come onto the streets or
bring out a procession.
Some senior leaders were
seen scuffling with police to
prevent the detention of
woInen activists.

Mirza Fakhrul, however,
claimed the hartal was suc-
cessful and announced two-
day programmes to protest
the arrest and harassment of
party workers. The party will
hold protest rally in the city
today and across the country
in tomorrow.

“People have expressed
their support to the care-
taker government system by
observing the hartal sponta-
neously. The government
must change its stance
against the system,” the BNP
leader later said at a press
briefing.

He claimed at least 600
leaders and workers were
arrested, and 400 were
injured across the country
due to the police action. He
demanded release of the
arrested.

The government blamed
the opposition for creating
violence during the hartal.
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his Secretariat office, State
Minister for Home Affairs
Shamsul Hoque Tuku said
pro-hartal pickets damaged
and set fire to vehicles to
create panic. .

Police said pickets dam-
aged three human haulers at
Rayerbazar but a number of
motorised vehicles were
seen plying in Mirpur and
Pallabi as activists and lead-
ers of Awami League and its
associate organisations
riding around 50 motorcy-
cles were patrolling the areas
to prevent pickets in the
morning.

Three cocktails were
exploded near BNP's Naya
Paltan office, one was
exploded in front Mukta
Bangla shopping centre at
Mirpur that left a ricksaw
puller injured. Two more
cocktails were exploded
near Shilpakala Academy
when police were dispersing
a procession of
Jatiyatabadhi Chatra Dal
(JCD) men.

Police picked up 30 activ-
ists of BNP and its wings and
associate bodies, including
JCD leader Saiful Islam
Feroz, as they tried to enter
the Naya Paltan party office,
which was almost cordoned
off since morning. A journal-
ist and a policeman got
injured in a cocktail explo-
sion in a lane near the BNP
office. Later, Rab raided
nearby offices and hotels.

Police also held 14 BNP
men from Mohakhali cross-
ing in the morning when
they were trying to bring out
a processions led by Maj
(retd) Hafizuddin Ahmed,
Altaf Hossain Chowdhury
and Selima Rahman.

DMP Deputy
Commissioner Khandaker
Lutful Kabir said they were
arrested on charge of
obstructing vehicular move-
ment.

Three JCD men were
picked up from Raysaheb
Bazar in Old Dhaka for
attempting to bring out a
procession at about
10:45am.

Pro-BNP lawyers held
rallies on court premises in
supportofthe hartal.

A group of Jamaat work-
ers brought out a procession
led by party lawmaker
Hamidur Rahman at
Motijheel but dispersed
voluntarily when they saw
police coming towards
them.

BBC ONLINE

explore an online world, interacting with

Regular visits to a health club in the online
virtual world Second Life appear to help shed
the pounds in real life, say exercise scientists.
Participants in two 12-week weight loss
programmes - one real, and one online - lost

similar amounts of weight.
Indiana University researchers told a con-

ference that confidence and motivation built

in the virtual gym continued in normal life.
A UK psychologist said mixing online and

real world support might work best.
Second Life, launched in 2003, allows

individuals to create online personae and

others.

Dr Jeanne Johnston, who led the study
which was presented at the American
College of Sports Medicine Conference in
Denver, worked in partnership with a
Second Life interactive weight loss commu-
nity called Club One Island to devise a
weight loss programme.

Overweight and obese people were
recruited to take partin either this programme,
or a similar programme delivered more con-
ventionally in a face-to-face setting.

Both courses involved four hours a week at

meetings either in Second Life or the real world.
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