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vegetable farming

“During the
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EGETABLES and spice
cultivation in the 12
upazilas of Bogra district
appears to be more profit-

able than growing paddy and other

crops for farmers. It is not only less
time consuming, but also promises
greater yield at low costs.

Officials from the Department of
Agricultural Extension (DAE) in Bogra
said farmers in four upazilas, includ-
ing Shibganj, started cultivating vege-
tables, spices and fruits about 20
years ago. They supply their agricul-
tural produce to Dhaka and some
northern districts.

DAE officials said 185,702 farmer
families were involved in vegetables,
spices and fruits cultivation commer-

increased from 9.14 lakh tonnes to
11.33 lakh tonnes within a year in
Bogra district, according to DAE
officials.

Farmer Md Ayub Ali, 33, of
Chornagachhi village in Shibganj
upazila, said he made a profit of Tk
20,000 by cultivating vegetables and
spices on 33 decimals of land last
year. “I began growing vegetables
commercially on 16 decimals of land
about eight years ago,” he said.

“I usually earned Tk 16,000 from
cultivating paddy on my piece of land
by spending Tk 12,000. But growing
vegetables is much more profitable in
comparison,” he added.

Abdullah Al Mamun, sub-assistant
agriculture officer of DAE Bogra, said
the Bogra sadar, Shibganj,
Shahjahanpur, Gabtoli, Sherpur,
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peak season, 1
buy 35 to 40
tonnes of
vegetables and
spices
everyday to
meet demand
in the
wholesale
markets of
Dhaka,
Chittagong
and Khulna”

cially in 2002 in the district; now
596,188 farmers are producing
317,234 tonnes of vegetables by culti-
vating 17,836 hectares of land every
year. In 1988, they cultivated 5410
hectares of land.

Md Ekram Hossain, deputy direc-
tor of DAE Bogra, said farmers in
Bogra are interested in cultivating
vegetables, including potatoes, for
higher yield and low production
costs, coupled with high market
demand.

“Farmers in Bogra have been
cultivating a variety of vegetables
and spices for commercial purposes
for a long time. The cultivation of
potatoes, tomatoes, pumpkins,
cauliflowers, carrots and cabbages is
profitable for the farmers,” said
Hossain. Potato production has

NESsSs.

Dhunat and Sonatola upazilas are
well known as the vegetables and
spice producing areas.

“I started a vegetables business as a
retailer at Rajabazar in Bogra town
about eight years ago, at an invest-
ment of Tk 1,500. [ used to earn Tk 150
a day as profit,” said Zaidul Pramanik.

He has 66 decimals of land in his
village Ramasarpur, under Gabtoli
upazila. He said he maintains his
family with earnings from his busi-

“Many women are working as
labourers at Rajabazar and
Fatialibazar in Bogra town and earn-
ing Tk 70 a day on average,” said
Julekha Begum, 35. She has been
working there as a cleaner for the last
12 years.

Wholesaler Mohammed Alam,
26, said he has been purchasing
vegetables from Mohastangarh
wholesale vegetables market for the
last 18 years for onward supply to
markets in Dhaka, Chittagong and
Khulna.

“During the peak season, I buy 35
to 40 tonnes of vegetables and spices
everyday to meet demand in the
wholesale markets of Dhaka,
Chittagong and Khulna. To my knowl-
edge, at least 100 wholesalers invest
their money in the business at the
Mohastangarh vegetables market in
October every year,” said Alam. He is
currently sending 8 to 10 tonnes of
vegetables to Dhaka and other mar-
kets in Bangladesh.

Another wholesaler Abdul
Khaleque, 40, said he has been deal-
ing in vegetables and spices for the
last 15 years, to sell at wholesale mar-
kets in Dhaka and Chittagong.

Officials at DAE Bogra said the area
of land brought under profitable vege-
tables cultivation is increasing every
year. The weather here is conducive

Carrots are stacked at Mohasthangarh wholesale vegetables market.

and production costs are also low,
they added.

Farmers produced 1.51 lakh
tonnes of potatoes by cultivating
12,065 hectares of land in the dis-
trict in 1985; output has now grown
ten times, covering 62,000 hectares

of land.
However, farmers in Bogra have to
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sell their vegetables and potatoes
along with other crops at low prices
because there is a lack of storage
facilities, officials said.

Farmers have to sell more than 8-9
lakh tonnes of potatoes for a lack of
storage. There is not a single special-
ised cold storage in the northern
region to preserve vegetables or fruits.

An upazila that spins off vegetables
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ULTIVABLE lands in
Shibganj upazila are yield-
ing good vegetables for a
long time now.

“It's like a crop mill,” said Md
Shafiqul Islam, upazila agriculture
officer in Shibganj of Bogra district.

So many areas, including Utholi,
Shibganj and Raynagar in the
upazila, produce crops, vegetables
and fruits five times a year, on the
same piece of land, said Islam.

In the upazila, the acreage for
vegetable cultivation has been
increasing by 105 hectares per year
over the last 20 years, he said.

Shibganj upazila has been identi-
fied as the highest vegetable produc-
ing area in the district, according to
the Department of Agricultural
Extension (DAE).

Local farmers used to cultivate
vegetables such as potatoes and
pumpkins on about 1,000 hectares of
land around 10 years back, for their
own consumption and to sell a por-

tion of the produce outside.

Currently, more than 20,000 farm-
ers are cultivating vegetables on
around 2,100 hectares for commer-
cial purposes, Islam said.

“We have arranged a training
programme, especially for 450
women, under the National Agricul-
ture Training Project to encourage
vegetable cultivation in their home
premises or adjacent areas,” he
added.

The government arranged a train-
ing programme for 2,500 farmers,
including housewives, this year to help
them use modern technologies to
cultivate vegetables, crops and fruits
like banana and papaya, Islam said.

The farmers in the upazila pro-
duce about 40 tonnes of banana a
year, by cultivating 860 hectares of
land. Last year, they produced 35
tonnes, local DAE officials said.
Shibganj is the highest banana pro-
ducing upazila in Bogra, according
to the DAE, Bogra.

Vegetables including asparagus
and capsicum cultivated in the area

are supplied to international hotels,
like Ruposhi Bangla, in Dhaka.

The officials said cultivation of
vegetables including potatoes, pump-
kins, tomatoes, cabbages, cauliflow-
ers and carrots has become quite
popular among the farmers.

At least 4,000 hectares of lands
have been earmarked as fruits and
vegetable cultivating areas, out of a
total of 26,070 hectares in Shibganj,
the officials added.

Farmer Ansar Ali, 50, of Bujruk
Sukra village produces high-quality
vegetables in his village for interna-
tional hotels in Dhaka, earning hand-
some sums.

“The farmers in the upazila are
getting an average yield of 20 tonnes of
vegetables per hectare, which is higher
than other upazilas,” said Islam.

Shibganij is one of the highest
potato producing upazilas in Bogra
district, the DAE officials said.

The farmers of the area receive 16
tonnes of potato from a hectare of
land, Islam said.

The farmers in
the upazila
produce about
40 tonnes of
banana a year,
by cultivating
860 hectares of
land. Last
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