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Caretaker must stay

FROM PAGE 1
power and backtrack from

its stance on the caretaker
system.

“We along with the peo-
ple will not accept any
arrangement for holding
(parliamentary) elections
under a political govern-
ment on any pretext includ-
ing court verdict,” Khaleda
said at a crowded press
conference at her Gulshan
office in the capital.

She went on, "An accept-
able caretaker government
will be formed through
discussion, and based on
consensus of all after the
resignation of this govern-
ment. And in the same way, a
neutral and strong election
commission will be consti-
tuted. Parliamentary elec-
tion will be held under that
caretaker government and
election commission, who
will create a congenial atmo-
sphere for free and fair
polls.”

On today's hartal,
Khaleda said, “BNP called
the hartal to protect the
people’s right to vote, and to
protest the attempt to hold
farcical elections under a
political government by
scrapping the provision for
caretaker government.” She
urged all to make the hartala
success.

Earlier on Friday, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina
urged the main opposition
party to come to parliament
to discuss their demand

regarding caretaker govern-
ment system, which was
declared illegal by the
Supreme Court recently.

Rejecting outright the
PM's call, the leader of the
opposition in parliament
said, “She [PM] is making
different types of state-
ments. She has already said
there is no scope to continue
the caretaker system. So, our
(opposition) opinion will
have noimportance.”

The former prime minis-
ter said court verdict is not
mandatory for parliament,
but the government is con-
spiring to implement its own
plan using court verdict

Asked whether BNP will
accept immediate past chief
justice ABM Khairul Haque
as chiefadviser if the existing
caretaker system is contin-
ued, she said Khairul Haque
is a controversial person.
"Had he been a neutral
person, we would accept
him. He did not play a neu-
tral role when he was chief
justice. So, he will not be able
to act neutrally also as chief
adviser."

Without giving details,
Khaleda said there are other
options also. “A deadlock
(over this issue) will be over
if the government just
announces that the system
of caretaker government will
continue.”

She warned the govern-
ment about the conse-
quences of blocking hand-
over of power in a peaceful

and democratic way.

The BNP chairperson
said the prime minister
wants to hold the next elec-
tion staying in power to
avoid a polls debacle. “We
also know that she (PM) will
try to form a Khairul Haque-

led caretaker government if
she fails to abolish the care-
taker system as per her plan.
And she will also depend on
electronic voting machine.”

Asked about the call for
withdrawal of today's hartal
made by the business com-
munity led by the Federation
of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry,
Khaleda blasted the FBCCI
president, saying, “An indi-
vidual said this. He is a cadre
of Awami League.Whatis the
importance of his demand?”

She ruled out the possi-
bility of her party's return to
parliament to place propos-
als concerning caretaker
system, and said the House
has become ineffective since
the opposition was not
allowed to speak.

The opposition leader
made a blistering attack on
the government for what she
said its failures and for
implementing the agenda of
its foreign masters instead of
resolving the crises in peo-
ple's life.

Acting Secretary General
of BNP Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir and members of the
party standing committee
were also present at the
press conference.

52 mills sawing
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The sawmill owners are
running their operations
allegedly in exchange of
hefty monthly payment to
the officials concerned, local
sources say. Besides, most of
the owners are influential
local leaders of the ruling
party who intervene if the
DoF tries to take any action.

According to the DoE
forest in the upazila covers
over 44,220 acres of land, of
which 38,232 acres has been
selected for the reserved
forests.

Forty-eight sawmills are
situated at 11 forest beats in
the upazila and the rest four
in the Sakhipur municipal
area.

The business started at
small scale during the tenure
of BNP-led four-party alli-
ance government with the
launch of a few sawmills.
However, those sawmills
were demolished by the
caretaker government in
2008.

As the Awami League-led
14-party alliance assumed
office in 2009, illegal saw-
mills began to mushroom in
the reserved forests. Local
union level leaders of AL
mostly set up the sawmills
and started wholesale felling
ofvaluable trees.

During a visit to the
reserved forest areas includ-
ing Baheratoil, Bogarchala,
Kakrajan, Ailshar Bazar,
Durgapur, Betua,
Mohanandapur and Gar
Govindapur on June 2, these
illegal sawmills were found
operating in full swing.

Several workers of a saw-
mill at Holdia Bazar were
seen felling trees in an adja-
cent gajari forest. They how-
ever ran away with their
tools when they saw this
correspondent approaching
with a camera.

Jinnat Ali, president of the
association of sawmill own-

ers who legally run their
business in Sakhipur munic-
ipality, said they are incur-
ring huge loss because of the
illegal sawmills.

"Though we have filed
complaints with the local
forest department and
urged them to take action
several times, no steps have
ever been taken," alleged
Jinnat, also a member of the
upazila unit AL.

Sawkat Shikder, general
secretary of the upazila unit
AL and chairman of
Sakhipur Upazila Parishad,
admitted that a few grass-
roots level leaders of the
party may be involved.

"However, my party sin-
cerely wants destruction of
these illegal sawmills in
order to save the forests. I
have already expressed this
view at the District
Coordination Committee
meetings and personally
talked with the divisional
forest officer. The forest
department, however, is not
showing any interest in this
regard,” he added.

Shahidur Rahman, range
officer of Baheratoil, refuted
the allegation of taking
monthly payment from
sawmill owners and said the
forest department filed
cases against the illegal
sawmills three months ago.

All sawmills inside the
forest were knocked down
earlier, said Assistant Forest
Conservator (ACF) 1n
Sakhipur GM Kabir, adding,
some of those have recently
resumed their operations.

"We have already started
fresh drives to knock down
the illegal sawmills again,”
he claimed.

Divisional Forest Officer
Asit Ranjan Paul in Tangail
said the illegal sawmills were
set up in the forests using
political influence. "Forest
officials have already
removed five illegal sawmills

a few days ago. The drive to
remove the rest from the
forests is being delayed due
to shortage of magistrates,”
the DFO added.

Sakhipur Upazila Nirbahi
Officer Mozibor Rahman,
also member of the district
forest and environment
committee, told The Daily
Star the upazila administra-
tion has not approved any
sawmills in the forests.

"The district administra-
tion has already appointed a
magistrate to launch drives
to destroy the illegal saw-
mills in the forest as soon as
possible, the UNO added.
LOCATION OF
ILLEGAL SAWMILLS
Most of the illegal sawmills
fall in five forest bits under
the Baheratoil Range. Two of
them are in Nakshala, two in
Betua, one in Dariapur, two
in Dubail, one in Gohailbari,
one in Bogarchala, one in
Holdia Bazar, one in Ailser
Bazar, two in Barochaona,
three in Kutubpur, two in
Debraj, one in Araipara, two

in Moricha, two in
Hamidpur, one in
Barochala, one in

Mohanandapur, one in
Basarchala, one in
Durgapur, two in Indrajani,
one in Toildhara, one in
Dopar Par, one in
Dhondhonia, one in Kalia,
three in Namdarpur, and
one in Kachua.

Under the Hotea and
Bashtoil ranges, two saw-
mills are situated in Kalidas,
one in Ichhadighi, one in
Patharpur, one in Boalee,
one in Deodighi, two in
Hotea and two in
Taktarchala in the Kalidas,
Kalmegha, Koroychala,
Hotea Sadar, Bazail and
Nalua forest bits.

The rest were set up adja-
cent to the forests in the
municipal areas and two of
these are in the forests of Gar
Govindapur.

Forests dip to 10pc
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Recently, satellite image

analysis under National
Forest Assessment project
in association with Food
and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) found
that forest areas in
Bangladesh are not more
than 1.44 million hectares.

A population pressure of
1,075 people a square kilo-
metre and lack of environ-
mental planning have led
to the country's forest
depletion, which is fastest
in South Asia, experts say.

Statistics show, the
annual deforestation rate
in entire South Asia is 0.6
percent and 3.3 percent in
Bangladesh.

In the backdrop of
deforestation across the
globe, the United Nations
General Assembly declared
2011 the International Year
of Forests to campaign for

sustainable management
and conservation of all
types of forests.

Today is the World
Environment Day. This year
the theme of the day is
Forests: Nature at Your
Service.

A country should have at
least 25 percent forest
coverage to meet the global
standards while in
Bangladesh it is less than
10 percent including all
natural forest and the
planted woods.

A joint report of forest
department and FAO says
78 percent of forest areas in
Bangladesh are disturbed.

In the country, the total
forest cover in 1990 was
1,491 thousand hectares,
1,468 thousand hectares in
2000, 1,455 in 2005 and in
2010 it was 1,442 thousand
hectares, the report adds.

The rapid deforestation
has put the country's
biodiversity and wildlife at
stake.

Over the last 100 years,
Bangladesh has lost about
10 percent of its mamma-
lian fauna, three percent
avifauna and four percent
reptile, International Union
for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) found in 2004.

Another 201 species of
the country's wildlife are
threatened with extinction,
the local chapter of IUCN
says.

The country has lost
one-horned rhinoceros,
Javan rhinoceros, Asiatic
two-horned rhinoceros,
wild buffalo, nilgai, swamp
deer, hog deer, wolf, pink-
headed duck, common
peafowl and marsh croco-
dile, says the forest depart-
ment website.

Proposals
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ing of the JS special body
before it submits its recom-
mendations to the parlia-
ment.

Sources at the Jatiya
Sangsad Secretariat told The
Daily Star that the ]S special
committee is likely to place
its report on amending the
country's charter by June 8.

“The fifteen-member ]S
body has already completed
most of its work and will meet
today to give its proposal a
final shape,” Anisul Islam
Mahmud, a member of the
committee told The Daily
Star.

“We have almost com-
pleted drafting proposals
and recommendations and
the committee might submit
its report before the parlia-
ment within the next two or
three days,” he said.

The House on July 21,2010
formed a 15-member special
committee headed by Syeda
Sajeda Chowdhury to chalk
out a proposal for an amend-
ment the constitution. The
committee is devoid of repre-
sentation from the main
opposition BNP.

When asked about the
committee's stand on the
much-debated caretaker
government system, Anisul
said they will leave this sensi-
tive issue for parliament to
settle.

The ]S special committee
came up with the decision to
do so after Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina on May 30 ata
meeting with the special
committee expressed her
disagreement with the com-
mittee's proposal to keep the
caretaker government sys-
tem in place for the next two
general elections.

Earlier this month the
committee exchanged views
with different political par-
ties -- except BNP which did
not join the dialogue-- lead-
ers of the civil society, media
personalities, educational-
ists and intellectuals regard-
ing the amendment of the
country's constitution.

In these view-exchange
meetings most of the partici-
pants opined keeping the
caretaker government sys-
tem in place for at least the
next two general polls.

. 1 . !
Nine rapists
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the charge sheet. The follow-
ing day, Serafina lodged a
case accusing them of rape
with the police station.

Later, Surshunipara
Catholic Church's priest
Bernard Tudu and 12 other
community leaders lured the
victim's family into making
an out-of-court settlement in
exchange for Tk 1.401akh.

Failing to endure the
humiliation, Serafina set
herselfablaze on February 17
this year. Three days later she
succumbed to herinjuries.

On February 23, Godagari
police recorded the suicide
provocation case accusing 13
community leaders exclud-
ing the rapists and arrested
10 ofthem.

The arrestees are Bernard
Tudu, other community
leaders Bishwanath Tudu,
Sisti Tudu, Jotin Hembrom,
Monir Murmu, Lobin
Hembrom, Amin Murmu,
Samuel Mardi and Poresh
Murmu of Amtulipara village,
and Bishwanath Tudu of
neighbouring Shimla village.

Serafina's mother
Shusana Soren on March 10
lodged another case with the
court naming the nine rap-
ists.

Upon the court's order,
the police investigated both
the cases and pressed the
charge sheet.

Out of the 10 arrestees,
Bernard Tudu and
Bishwanath Tudu were
bailed out in the last week of
March.

Blast kills
four Nato
soldiers in
Afghanistan

AFP, Kabul

A bomb attack killed four
foreign soldiers from Nato's
US-led International
Security Assistance Force
(ISAF) in eastern Afghanistan
yesterday, the military said.

"Four International
Security Assistance Force
service members died fol-
lowing an improvised explo-
sive device attack in eastern
Afghanistan today," a state-
mentsaid.

Wildlitfe in jeopardy
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ourwildlife.

One thing is quite clear
now. Our forests, or for that
matter whatever is left, can
no longer give food and
shelter to wildlife. The ani-
mals are coming out of the
little green cover that is left
in search of food and are
killed by humans.

With the vanishing for-
ests, the last of the animals
and birds are going extinct
too. I have often found peo-
ple killing jungle cats and
civets because they raid
chicken coops for food. A
villager cannot sustain the
loss of his poultry to a hun-
gry cat. He has little time to
think that the same fishing
cat he is killing for eating his
chickens is actually doing
him more help by preying on
rodents that damage his
Crops.

The few forest patches
that are left around are in a
pathetic condition. I have
found people commercially
harvesting wild jackfruits
meant for langurs and all
other mammals and birds to
be shipped to the cities.
[llegal logging is rampant.
Lawachhera and Satchhari
forests have been degraded
so heavily over the last two

years that they can be easily
said to be in their deathbeds.

These patch forests are all
isolated islands. And that
poses another serious threat
to our wildlife. The animals
and birds are all confined in
a small place. And that is
how they are denied of the
genetic variety. Inbreeding is
causing the ultimate dam-
age to the species. When the
same genes circulate among
a small group, physical

deformities are bound to
develop. That is why we now
see sick and deformed mon-
keys in the forests. That is
why the crocodiles are found
infertile. There are only eight
long-tailed macaques left in
Teknaf. They have abso-
lutely no hope any more.
Even if nobody kills them,
they are bound to vanish
because of lack of genetic
variation. The fate of Haspid
Hare, sloth bear or clouded
leopard is now thought to be
sealed with no recent sight-
ings. They are just some
names waiting to creep into
the TUCN's list of extinct
animals.

The birds are facing a
hard time too. While some
species like whistling ducks,
gadwalls and common shell
ducks are proliferating
because they are strong
survivors, we see too few
vultures or hill mynas. You
consider yourself lucky if
you get to see a black franco-
lin that only survives in
Tetulia in the north. And
Alexandrian Parakeets are
seldom found in some small
pockets like Sherpur. Dr
Reza Khan and I have
searched extensively the hill
tracts and come empty
handed without sighting any
white-winged wood duck.
This wonderful bird is now
deemed extinct. So are
greater adjutant, swamp
francolin or Bengal Florican.

We have destroyed bird
habitat extensively to see
this sorry state of birds.
Water bodies have been
filled or poisoned. We have
cut down all the tall trees so
that big birds cannot find
any nesting place. We have
finished off soft-fleshed

trees like civet fruit trees to
deny nesting place for many
birds like white-winged
wood duck. And we have
introduced foreign species
of trees instead of indige-
nous kinds. These intro-
duced species like acacia
have little impact on wildlife
preservation.

And look at tigers, our last
pride. Once they roamed
through Bangladesh. Now
they are all locked in a small
place called the Sundarbans.
They are not used to saline
water condition. Yet they
have to somehow survive
there. Or die slowly. Their
food has diminished as we
have poached deer. Now
they come to our villages in
search of food and then get
killed regularly. You cannot
blame the villagers much.
They are getting killed by
tigers too. The human-tiger
conflict is now all time high.

And what else could we
expect when we destroy our
forests. We have not even
cared to create a special,
task-oriented department
solely for wildlife. The forest
department is too insuffi-
cient to care for birds and
animals.

We are alucky generation.
We have at least seen some
of the last wildlife. Our next
generation will not.

The Awami League had
promised in its election
manifesto that if elected it
will work towards conserv-
ing biodiversity. It has been
two and a halfyears since the
party has been in power. We
still wait for implementation
of its promise when we will

no longer see that habitat is
destroyed and wildlife killed.

Radical reform day's order
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radical reform as whatever

greenery is left is still under
great threat. The govern-
ment should have a depart-
ment that will only grow
trees, restore forests and
replace foreign trees like
acacia and eucalyptus with
the home-kinds.

Reza suggested dividing
the forest department into
three components -- natural
forest and soil conservation,
wildlife and biodiversity,
and commercial forestry.
The first two components
will only be engaged in pre-
serving trees and wildlife.

“If the department
requires fund for the preser-
vation and forestry, it can
have another component
only growing commercial
trees -- may be foreign
kinds,” he said, adding that it
should be done on an urgent
basis as the country's
remaining seven percent of
forest is a drastic come-
down from 22 percent mark
ofthe 1950s.

The wildlife expert sug-
gested making the institu-
tions multidisciplinary
involving local people from
policy making level to field
level.

“How can you or I or
anyone believe that a
department that failed to
protect our tigers, elephants,
rhinos, buffalos and many
other wild animals for 150
years would be able to do it
now? They must be tasked

with a new people-oriented
mandate,” observed Reza.

Currently the forest
department is following the
work plan initiated during
British rule in 1860s when
they managed forest to get
supplies for making rail-
ways, steamers or launches.

“The job of the forest
department is now to catch
those who fell trees, realise
penalty from them and
deposit the money to gov-
ernment treasury. That
should not be the system.
You cannot save forests in
Bangladesh if you have that
kind of approach,” said Reza
citing examples of clear
felling of trees by the forest
department.

Clear felling means
removal of everything grow-
ing on the ground causing
the top soil to be washed
away with the first burst of
monsoon. “Once the top soil
is gone, nothing grows
there,” he said, adding that it
is a tree that helps store rain
water deep underground,
not the soil.

“Most of the rivers in
Bangladesh are either dead
or silted up badly. Why have
it happened? It is because of
indiscriminate felling of
trees in the mountains and
hills of India and
Bangladesh.

“Besides, the trees
planted there are allowed to
grow only for a short time. As
a result, their roots do not go

deep enough to hold rain
water for rivers,” said Reza.

“Bangladesh has lost
many of its original wild
animals. There is no forest
here that hasn't lost a spe-
cies or two. We used to have
elephants in Madhupur
Garh and the last rhino in
Sundarbans was Kkilled in
1905."

Moreover, food animals
are now found only in
Sundarbans. These animals
below in the food chain must
survive to keep larger ani-
mals from going extinct.

“But almost all the food
animals have disappeared.
Tigers are cornered with sea
on one side and humans on
the other while Sundarbans
is the only place where they
can find food,” observed the
wildlife expert.

He said no other man-
grove forest in the world has
such population of tigers
except for Bangladesh and
West Bengal.

“A Tiger cannot survive in
salty environment. Now
what choice do tigers have
when their forest is
encroached and encircled
by human settlements?”

“If this situation happens
to persist, there will remain
only a few kinds of animals
that proved to be really use-
ful for our own survival. The
other kinds will simply be
wiped out if we don't restore
the lost forests immedi-
ately,” added the expert.

No tolerance
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countries including Palestine,

Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Vietnam,
Bhutan, India, Australia and
Nepal also spoke on the occa-
sion.

The premier said that she
herself and her party Awami
League always stood against
any sort of terrorism and
militancy.

Mentioning that terrorism
and militancy now posing a
threat to the world peace, she
said, “This should be stopped
withironhand.”

Hasina said one cannot
fight against terrorism and
militancy alone. She urged the
world community to engage
in a collective effort for eradi-
cating all elements against the
peace.

In this connection, the
premier mentioned that
poverty is the main setback to
peace. “Sometimes poverty
gives birth to terrorism and
militancy. We should also
work together to fight against
the poverty,” she said.

She said poverty and peace
cannot live together. Apart

from that, it is also important
to establish democracy and
humanrights.

She criticised the devel-
oped countries for spending
huge amount in producing
arms and ammunition. “Ifyou
slightly reduce your expenses
in this sector, it is possible to
improve the living standard of
around nine billion poor
people across the world,” she
said.

In this context, she reiter-
ated the government's stand
regarding the people of
Palestine and said: “We are
always beside Palestine...
brothers and sisters of
Palestine, we are beside you.”

The PM said Bangladesh is
in favour of establishing peace
in the globe and is committed
to contributing its utmost for
establishing peace around the
world.

About the trial of war crim-
inals in Bangladesh, she said
that it is not possible to estab-
lish peace in the country
without ensuring rule of law.
“The trial is on to establish
rule oflaw in the country.”

Body found
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Barna Shikkhalaya at

Ahmedbagh in the area.

Officer-in-charge (OC)
Mohammad Asaduzzaman
of Sabujbagh Police Station
said they found Rakib's body
hanging by the neck with his
sister's scarf from the ceiling
fan. The body had been sent
to Dhaka Medical College
morgue for autopsy.

The OC suspects that the
boy might have tried some-
thing he saw in the television
and met the consequences.

At the DMC morgue,
Rakib's cousin Liton told
reporters that he, his elder
sister and younger brother
were watching TV with Rakib
yesterday. Around 9:00am,
Rakib told them that he was
not feeling well and went to
another room.

About 20 minutes later
Rakib's sister
KhadizaAkhter, 13, went to
the room and found it locked
from inside. When she
pushed open the door she
found the body hanging,
added Liton.

Commuters
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Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal set

fire to the very bus that car-
ried them to Rajuk Bhaban
in Motijheel from Gazipur
shortly after 2:30pm to cre-
ate panic among people
ahead of the hartal, said
Shahidul Haq, officer-in-
charge of Paltan Police
Station.

They were to join a
programme to be addressed
by BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia at Mahanagar
Natyamancha, he said.

Pickets from a pro-hartal
procession hurled brickbats
at four buses at West
Kazipara in Mirpur at about
4:50pm.

Police arrested three
pickets from the spot.

Pro-hartal pickets set fire
to another bus at Mirpur-10
shortly after 6:00pm. Law
enforcers arrested three
pickets from the scene.

Another bus was set
ablaze by pickets at Palashi
intersection at about
6:05pm. Fire fighters doused
the flame.

Two more buses -- one at
Bangla Motor and another at
Fakirerpool -- came under
arson attack at about
7:40pm.

Pickets torched five more
buses at Kataban,
Kamalapur, Jurain, Asad
Avenue, and Moghbazar
level crossing between
7:00pm and 10:00pm. They
also set ablaze a taxi cab at
Khilkhet.

Two major opposition
parties -- BNP and Jamaat-e-
[slami -- on Wednesday
called adawn-to-dusk hartal
today across the country to
protest what they say the
government move to scrap
the caretaker government
system.

Dhaka Metropolitan
Police Commissioner
Benazir Ahmed said addi-
tional police personnel were
deployed at key points in the
city to ward off any pre-
hartal violence.

The law enforcers would
do their best to resist vio-
lence in the name of hartal,
the DMP commissioner said
at a press briefing at the
DMP headquarters.

Several socio-political
organisations urged the
main opposition BNP to
withdraw today's hartal
considering people's plight
and the nation's financial
loss.

BNP does not have any
right to disrupt the country's
development in the name of
hartal, said speakers in a
discussion organised by
Bangladesh Awami Olama
League at Dhaka Reporters'
Unity auditorium.

They urged BNP to return
to parliament to find a solu-
tion to theissue.

Bangladesh Christian
Association in a meeting
also demanded withdrawal
oftoday's hartal.

ADB agrees
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executives of the multilat-

eral lending agency at its 3-
day Asia Solar Energy
Forum's Conference in
Bangkok that ended on June
1. A delegation led by Prime
Minister's Energy Adviser Dr
Tawfig-e-Elahi Chowdhury
attended the conference.

Officials attended the
conference said The plan
needs about $3 billion
investment of which it pro-
posed for 60 percent capital
fund, 20 percent long term
soft loan and 20 percent
investment by the govern-
mentand by private sector.

The ADB arranged the
conference as part of its
policy to promote renew-
able energy, particularly the
solar-based power system in
the Asian countries. The
lending agency has planned
to introduce 3,000 MW
solar-based power system in
the region by 2013.

Sources also said
Bangladesh proposed a plan
for introducing 500 MW
solar panel-based system
that includes solar irrigation
pump; solar roof top in
urban areas; and mini grids
solar plantsinrural area.

The plan also includes
social impact project where
solar power will be delivered
to rural health centers;
schools and other important
institutions.

Delegations from most of
the Asian countries includ-
ing India, Pakistan, Nepal,
Bhutan, China and Maldives
participated in the confer-
ence.



