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Tremor jolts
country

UNB, Dhaka

A mild tremor jolted
some parts of the
country yesterday
morning.

The Meteorological
Department sources
said the tremor mea-
suring 4.9 on the
Richter scale was felt

at 6:53 am.
The epicenter of

the quake was 488
kilometres off from
the capital near
Nepal-Sikkim (India)
border region.

UNB Panchagarh
correspondent
reports, a mild tremor

jolted the

district in the morn-
ing that lasted for

three to four seconds.
There were no

immediate reports of
casualties or damage.

Mamata takes
more ministers

from Congress

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
New Delhi

The Mamata
Banerjee-led coalition
ministry in West
Bengal was expanded
with the induction of
five Congress party
legislators, two weeks
after she took over as
the first woman chief

minister of the state.
The five legislators

who were sworn-in by
Governor M K
Narayanan as junior
ministers at a function

in Kolkata yesterday
SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

3 children
drown in
city pond

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Three boys including two
brothers drowned in a
pond of Mirpur Police
Line in the capital yester-
day while seven police-
men became sick trying to

rescue the boys in vain.
The boys who died

were identified as Imran,
10; Sagar, 7; and Siam, 6.
Imran and Sagar were
sons of Nasir Uddin, a
chef of the police line; and
Siam was the son of a
police constable whose

name could not be
SEE PAGE 19 COL 8

627 sacks of
govt rice
seized from
pvt warehouse

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

Police yesterday seized
627 sacks of rice, meant
for government's different

Let's say no
to chemical
warehouses

Locals vow, commemorate
victims of Nimtoli fire

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

One year on, government and non-government organi-
sations failed to deliver on their promise to rehabilitate
the victims of the devastating fire at capital's Nimtoli,

locals alleged.
Ever since the blaze burnt down her tin-shed home on

June 3 last year, seventy-year-old Shamsunnahar has been

spending nightsin the corridors of neighbours' houses.
Her 42-year-old son Bashir Uddin sleeps on pave-

ment, while two other children in rented houses. “No-
body came. None from the government helped me,” she

told The Daily Star.
Like her, at least three families are still waiting for

someone to help rebuild their homes.
Meanwhile, observing the first anniversary of the

incident, locals yesterday vowed not to rent out their

buildings for chemical business.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4
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Shaheena of Old Dhaka yesterday in tearful eyes looks at a photo of her daughter Shompa killed in the Nimtoli
blaze a year ago. The fire claimed 123 lives.

Yemen president, PM
hurt in palace shelling

Rival protests held as clashes rock Sanaa

AGENCIES

Yemen's embattled President
Ali Abdullah Saleh was
wounded yesterday along
with his premier and other
officials as shells struck a
mosque in the presidential

palace compound, a security

official told AFP.
The mosque attack came as

fighting that has killed scores of people in
north Sanaa spread to the south of the
capital and the poverty-stricken Arabian

Abdullah Saleh

Peninsula country teetered
towards civil war.

Four officers of the elite

Republican Guard were killed
when two shells crashed into
the mosque, the official said.

Saleh himself "was lightly
wounded in the attack"” while
the extent of Prime Minister Ali
Mohammed Mujawar's inju-
rieswere notimmediatelyclear.
In an assurance to the Yemeni public,

state television later said that the

SEE PAGE 19 COL 5

Woman shot
during
Rab drive

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Kishoreganj

A woman got shot alleg-
edly by a stray bulletin a
drive of Rapid Action
Battalion at a slum of
Panchabait in Bhairab

yesterday afternoon.
Rab claimed they

recovered 41 bottles of
Phensydil and arrested a
man during the drive

against drug peddlers.
Rahima Akhter, 35, wife

of Dhan Mia of the slum,

with a bullet injury to the
SEE PAGE 19 COL 8

WAR CRIMES TRIAL

Mladic appears
before UN court

AFP, The Hague #

Wartime Bosnian Serb army
chief Ratko Mladic denounced
genocide and war crimes
charges against him as "obnox-
ious" yesterday, claiming he was
gravely ill as he refused to enter

apleabeforeaUN court.
Making his first appearance

before the International
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia since his
arrest last week, Mladic told the court that he "defended
my people and my country" during the 1992-95 Bosnia

conflict but declined the opportunity to plead not guilty.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

Ratko Mladic
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A truck falls into the Karnaphuli when the bridge between the ferry pontoon and the shore collapses at Char

Patharghata in Chittagong yesterday.
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Bus-CAR COLLISION

7 of a tamily
die in Sylhet

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Eight people including seven members of a family died
yesterday afternoon in a road accident on Dhaka-Sylhet

highway at Fakirabad.
The accident occurred at 3:00pm when a Sylhet-

bound passenger bus from Dhaka, Mamun Paribahan,
collided head-on with a private car, said police. All the

dead were car passengers.
Officer-in-Charge Nirmalendu Chakravarty of

Osmaninagar Police Station told The Daily Star that
police suspect the accident took place as the bus driver
was driving at a high speed on the busy highway. The car

was damaged totally.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

Granite mine slides
into heavy losses

Maddhapara mining company
suffers a loss of Tk 93cr in 5 years

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

tonnes a day till February.
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FBCCI calls

for hartal
withdrawal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Expressing grave concern
over tomorrow's hartal,
country's apex trade body
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FBCCI)
yesterday urged BNP to

withdraw it.
The strike will have

negative impact on the
foreign investment, FBCCI
President AK Azad told a
press conference at its

auditorium in the capital.
BNP and its allies on
SEE PAGE 19 COL 7
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ONLINE POLL

Do you think the caretaker
government system issue may
push the country towards
instability?
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TOTAL VOTES: 403
TODAY'SPOLL

Do you agree with BNP that
the ruling Awami League has
made a mistake by taking
stance against the caretaker
government system?

(1.5%)

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net |
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1,200 tonnes a day, the officials said.
The mine failed to increase the number
of shift due to working capital shortage,

theyadded.
Faruk Hossain, former managing direc-

tor of MGMCL, in an interview with The
Daily Star in May last year, however, said
the mine would start its second shift

heavy losses amid low production, lax
marketing policy, miners' unrest and

shortage of capital, said officials.
Since it went into hard rock production

in 2006, the mine suffered a loss of at least
Tk 93 crore till July 2010 with a staggering
Tk 24 crore last year alone.

The rice was supposed

to be carried to local
SEE PAGE 19 COL 8
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keep it financially viable. But working a
single shift it has produced only 800

started developing the mine under a 1994
SEE PAGE 19 COL 5

Soume:
Islamic Feundation

EpiTor: MAHFUZ ANAM-Published by the Editor from Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 and 12-13, Kalurghat Heavy Industrial Area, Chittagong-4208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: 64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue,
Dhaka-1215, Tel: 9144330 (Hunting) & 8124944, Fax: 9144332, 8125155, 8126154, GPO Box No: 3257, e-mail: editor@thedailystar.net,reporting@thedailystar.net



