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OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Moulvibazar

The forest department
with the help of Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab)
has seized agood number
of wild animals and birds
that were illegally reared
at a house in Jalaliya
residential area of

Srimongal town.
Of the seized crea-

tures, two gibbons, a
hanuman, a feline, three
rare monkeys known as
lojjaboti banor, an eagle,
four wild cocks, two big
birds locally named
dhonesh pakhi, and an
owl were later released to
Lawachhara National
Park in Kamalganj
upazila of Moulvibazar
district, said a press
release issued by Rab-9 in
Srimongal on Saturday
evening.

They also seized 34
other species of animals
including two wild goats,
eight rare violet-colour
kalem birds, a otter, a
peacock, three tortoises,
four trogons, three mon-
keys, a python, two
sutanali saap, a white
tiger, two snakes, nine
parakeets, a bazrigar
pakhi, three Himalayan
Palm Civet, two hawks,
nine doves, a spotted
deer, three ostriches, five
emus, five mynahs, two
parrots, six wild cocks,
three owls, a porcupine,
30 ducks of different
species, and a few other
species of birds and
pigeons.

Those have been kept
in the custody of Abdul
Hannan Miah from
whose house the wild
creatures were seized, the

Rab pressrelease said.
Hannan and his

brother Abdul Ahad Miah
had collected these ani-

mals forsale, the
release said, adding

that during the drive the
two brothers failed to
show any valid docu-

ments in thisregard.
Hannan and Ahad,

residents of Jalaliya Road
in Sreemongal munici-
pality, have been rearing
these wild animals during
last several months, said
sources at the Forest
Range Office (Wildlife

and Nature Conservation) at

Sreemongal. The two broth-
ers had collected these from

different areas of
Moulvibazar district.

"The forest department
in a letter issued on April 7
requested Abdul Hannan
Miah and Abdul Ahad Miah
not to rear wild animals and
birds at their house without
permission and asked them
to release the collected crea-
tures to the forest but to no
effect,” said AKM Azharul
I[slam, range officer of the
forest department at
Lawachhara.

"We will file case for ille-
gally keeping wild animals
against Hannan and Ahad
after getting instruction
from higher authority of the
forest department. One can
rear only deer after giving
fixed fees and getting

Huge number of wild
animals, birds seized

Reared illegally at a house in Srimongal,
many were later freed at Lawachhara
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A rare monkey, locally known as lojjaboti banor, seized

from Srimongal on Saturday.

approval from the forest

department,” he said.
"Some of the seized wild

animals that can survive in
Lawachhara National Park
were released there on
Saturday evening. The rest
would be released to
Dulhajra Safari Park or any
other forest of the country
after getting direction from
the higher authorities,” said
Kazi Md Nurul Karim, assis-
tant forest conservator in

Moulvibazar,
Hannan and Ahad
claimed that they were rear-

ing those wild animals and
birds out of fondness for
them, notfor anyillmotive.

They said they had also
plans to help the nearly
extinct wild animals by
creating suitable atmo-
sphere for their procre-
ation.

PHOTO: STAR

Wild cocks and a large beaked bird locally called dhanesh pakhi are also among
a good number of wild birds and animals seized from the illegal possession of
two brothers at Jalaliya of Srimongal town on Saturday.
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Teesta Road Bridge misses
third deadline

S DiLip Roy, Lalmonirhat

Construction of Teesta Road
Bridge over the Teesta River
in Lalmonirhat Sadar
upazila has yet to be com-
plete although its third dead-

line expires today.
Only 85 percent of the

work has been done in 57
months while the contractor
earlier missed two deadlines
on September 9, 2009 and

May 30, 2010.
State Minister for Primary

and Mass Education
Motahar Hossain, who vis-
ited the Teesta Road Bridge
on Saturday, expressed his
dissatisfaction over non-
completion of the bridge by

the third deadline.
"There was a decision to

open the bridge for use by
the first week of June this
year. But it cannot be done
as the contractor, a BNP
adherent, does not want to
complete the construction
during the present govern-
ment's period,” he said.

“I will discus the contrac-
tor's negligence and con-
spiracy over construction of
Teesta Road Bridge at the
ministry concerned and
then necessary action will be

taken,” he said.
The construction work of

the 750-metre-long and
12.11-metre-wide Teesta
Road Bridge began on
September 7, 2006 and it was
scheduled to be complete by
September 6, 2009, said
officials of Roads and
Highway Department
(RHD).

The Tk 87 crore bridge
projectis beingimplemented
by the RHD and the Ministry
of Communications.

PHOTO: STAR

This road bridge over the Teesta River in Lalmonirhat district remains incomplete even
upon the expiry of its third deadline today, much to the worry of thousands of
commuters in Lalmonirhat and Kurigram districts.

Bangladesh government
arranged 85 percent of the
fund while the rest 15 percent
was given by Kuwait govern-

ment,
Construction firms

Amin-Delim (Bangladesh)
and ASCO (India) are con-
structing the Teesta Road

Bridge in a joint venture.
Sources of the construc-

tion firms claimed that the
work has remained incom-
plete due to non-payment of
the full bills for the already

complete work.
"We got only 55 percent

bill against 85 percent work.
We prayed for the remaining
bill to the ministry con-
cerned in the first week of
this month, but we did not
get it till May 29. If we did not
face the financial problem,
we would have completed

PCP oftice gutted
in Khagrachhari

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Khagrachhari

The office of Pahari Chhatra
Parishad (PCP), backed by
United Peoples' Democratic
Front (UPDF) and eight
shops were gutted in College
Gate area under Panchhari

upazila on Saturday night.
Police and locals said, the

incident occurred around

midnight Saturday.
Property worth Tk 20 lakh

was damaged but the author-

ities could not ascertain any
reason behind the fire.
However, president of

district PCP unit Aprushi
Marma in a press release
alleged that their opponents
were intentionally doing
such incidents in a bid to
stop their organisational
activities and create misun-
derstanding among the
indigenous people. He con-
demned the incident and
demanded punishment to
the culprits.
Officer-in-charge of
Panchhari police station Md

Alamgir Hossan said, they
are investigating the inci-
dent.

On May 16, the office of
the United Peoples'
Democratic Front (UPDF)
and three shops were gutted
at Mastarpara under
Dighinala upazila in the
district damaging property
worth Tk 3 lakh.

In Nilphamari, at least 10
houses were gutted in a
devastating fire at
Kukhapara village in Sadar

upazila Saturday noon.
Local people said the fire

originated from the kitchen of
Harmuz Ali of the village and
soon engulfed the adjoining

houses, reports UNB.
On information, fire fight-

ers from the district head-
quarters rushed to the spot
and doused the fire after an
hour of frantic efforts with

the help oflocal people.
The affected house own-

ers claimed that cash and

valuables worth Tk 3 lakh
were gutted in the blaze.

Criminals set AL
office on fire

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Madaripur

Criminals allegedly torched
the party office of ruling
Awami League (AL) in
Matborerchar Shikdarkandi
area under Shibchar upazila
early yesterday.

Protesting the incident,
supporters and activists of
the party barricaded the
Dhaka-Khulna highway for

two hours in the morning.
Police quoting locals said,

some unknown criminals
set on fire Matborerchar
union Awami League office
in the early hours of yester-
day.

Seeing the blaze locals
informed the police.

Local Awami League

leader Fazlul Haq Munshi

alleged that Abdur Razzak
Molla, a BNP leader and also
a chairman candidate in the
upcoming union parishad
election set the party office
on fire due to previous
enmity.

However, Babu Molla, son
of Abdur Razzak Molla said
that the AL men themselves
set fire to their party office in

abidtoblame the BNP men.
Sub-inspector and also

the investigation officer
(I0), Mizanur Rahman said,
they have already visited the
spot.

"We will take necessary
steps after investigating the
matter”, added the IO.

No case was lodged till
filing of this report yesterday
evening.

the bridge by the third dead-
line May 30,” said project
manager of the work engi-

neer Shafiqur Rahman.
He claimed the construc-

tion firms faced some prob-

lem over approval of the
bridge design in the middle
of 2007 and it led to the sus-
pension of the construction

work for ten months.
He said now 300 labour-

ers are working relentlessly
to complete construction of
the bridge by December this

year.
When contacted,

Mozibor Rahman Mollah,
the RHD executive engineer
concerned, said, "The
authorities of the construc-
tion firms are lying for long
over construction the
bridge. The construction
firms placed a bill for addi-
tional prices of raw materi-
als but they did not place the
bill for work."

“Six to eight months
more will be needed to

complete the construction
work of the bridge if the
firms continue the work

sincerely,” he said.
The road bridge over

Teesta River is a long-time
demand of about 45 lakh
people in Lalmonirhat and
Kurigram districts as the
people of the two districts
have been using time-
expired risky railway-cum-
road bridge over the river for
long.
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