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Colourful posters flood Islampur in Khadimpara union on the outskirts of Sylhet city yesterday, bearing testimony
to the hectic campaign on the eve of elections in 322 union parishads in Sylhet division beginning tomorrow.

Polls to 322 Sylhet div
UPs begin tomorrow

Election in rest 10 to be held later

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

manship in eight unions of Sylhet
Sadar upazila.

Elections to 94 union parishads in
Sylhet district will be held from 31 May
to 2 July.

However, the authorities could not
announce the date for election to the five
union parishads of Fenchuganjupazila.

It is because of the two newly
formed unions in the upazila where
voter listis yet to be rearranged.

Besides, election to some other
unions had already been stayed by the
court orders.

Voting will be held in eight unions of
Sadar upazila on 31 May, followed by
eight unions of Gowainghat on 2 June
and six unions of Companiganj on 5
June.

In Jaintapur, elections of six unions
will take place on 8 June and in

Kanaighatitwillbeon 11 June.

On 14 June, polls will be held in nine
unions of Zakiganj upazila and on 21
June in 10 unions of Beanibazar
upazila.

In Golapganj upazila, it will be held
in 11 unions on 18 June followed by 14
unions of Balaganj upazila on 25 June
and eight unions of Biswanath upazila
on 28 June while in nine unions of
Dakshin Surma upazila it will be held
on 2 July, official sources informed.

Besides, election to 77 union
parishads of Habiganj district will be

held from 6 June to 5 July this year.
In January-Ferbruary, 2003, elec-

tions to 332 union parishads in Sylhet
division was held. That year it was held
in 101 unions in Sylhet, 87 in
Sunamganj, 67 in Moulvibazar and 77
in Habiganj district.

Elections to 322 union parishads (UPs)
out of 332 in Sylhet division will begin
tomorrow.

However, election in the rest 10 will
not be held now due to complexities of
problems involving some new ones,

officials said.
Elections in 8 unions of Sylhet Sadar

upazila will take place on 31 May, while
it would conclude through polls in
Chunarughat upazila of Habiganj
district on 5 July, they said.

The whole Sylhet division wore a
festive look with the nearing of the

election.
The candidates, their family mem-
bers, well-wishers and workers were

engaged in last-minute election cam-

paign.
Forty-nine are contesting for chair-

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Mobile courts at Patgram
and Hatibandha upazilas of
Lalmonirhat fined 36 candi-
dates in the upcoming elec-
tions to the union parishads
(UP) on Saturday night for
violating election code of
conduct and realised Tk 45

thousand from them.
Of them, 12 are in race for

chairman posts, eight for
women's reserved seats and
rest 16 for member posts of
10 unions under the two
upazilas. Thirty-five candi-
dates were fined in nine
union parishads under
Hatibandha upazila and the
rest one at Kuchlibari UP
under Patgram upazila,

reports our correspondent.
A mobile court led by

Patgram upazila nirbahi
officer (UNO) Harunur
Rashid, also the executive
magistrate and another led
by Hatibandha UNO
Ashrafuzzaman, also the
executive magistrate, pun-
ished the candidates for
pasting posters on walls and

*NATIONAL

UNION PARISHAD ELECTION

38 candidates punished for
violating code of conduct

hanging colour banners in
public places, violating the
election rules.

Police said, a chairman
candidate of Kuchlibari UP
under Patgram upazila was
fined Tk 10,000 and rest 35
candidates in nine union
parishads under
Hatibandha upazila were

fined Tk 1,000 each.
In Gaibandha, a mobile

court fined a candidate and
seized motorbike and ban-
ners of two others for breach-
ing code of conduct for UP
election in Sundarganj
upazila yesterday, reports our
correspondent.

The courtled by magistrate
Shamsul Azam, UNO
Sundarganj upazila, observed
that chairman candidate Ali
Haider of Chapporhati union
continued using loud speak-
ers to seek vote and fined him
Tk 2,000 for breaching code of

conduct.
The court also seized a

motorbike without registra-
tion number used by chair-
man candidate Mottaleb Mia
of Santiram union and seized

banners hung by Shamiul
Islam, another chairman
candidate of same union.

In Kishoreganj, a mobile
court on Saturday fined a
union parishad chairman
candidate for violating elec-
toral code of conduct,

reports UNBE.
Police said Abu Taher,

chairman candidate of

Guruiunion parishad in
Nikli upazila, staged show-

down with a motorcade in

the areaviolating rules.
Later, the mobile court

led by upazila nirbahi officer

(UNO) Fazlur
Rahman fined Abu Taher

Tk 2,000, in default, to suffer

seven days RL

In Jhenidah, a BNP candi-
date in Sailkupa upazila has
decided to boycott the upcom-
ing union parishad elections
scheduled for June 28.

Frequent threat and
intimidation by the ruling
party men over cell phones
have compelled me to with-
draw from race, said candi-
date Nazrul Islam Joarder,
former UP chairman of
Hakimpur union parishad.

He is the BNP Sailkupa
thana unit joint secretary,

reports our correspondent.
Joarder said, he was the

most popular chairman
candidate in his locality. But
the ruling party men were
threatening him of dire
consequences if he did not

quit from election race.
Former lawmaker and

BNP Sailkupa thana commit-
tee president Abdul Wahab,
condemning the threat alleg-
edly by ruling party men said,
it was a threat to holding a
free and fair election and it
goes against the spirit of
democracy.

Blaming the AL Sailkupa
thana committee secretary
Mosarraf Hossain Sona
Sikder, he alleged that his
men were doing this in
favour of his son
Qamruzzaman Jiku contest-

ing against the BNP leader.
Mosharraf Hossain, refut-

ing the allegation said, the
BNP men are fabricating
story as their candidate is
destined to be defeated in
the election.

Three Barguna
Jamaat leaders
arrested

UNB, Barguna

Threelocalleaders of Jamaat-
e-Islami were arrested from
Charduani Dakhil Madrasa
in Patharghata upazila
yesterday.

The arrestees were identi-
fied as Abu Jafar Mohammad
Saleh, Ameer of district unit
Jamaat, Patharghata upazila
Ameer Abdul Kader and
secretary Shamim Ahsan.

OC of Patharghata PS said,
the Jamaat leaders were
arrested from South Taluk at
11:00am on the basis of secret
information that they were
preparing to commit subver-
sive activities.
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Leaders of a few left leaning parties visit Satuaria in Rajapur upazila of Jhalakathi

district yesterday to enquire into the incident of shooting college student Limon
Hossain into disability by Rapid Action Battalion. The leaders demanded judicial
probe into the inhuman act.
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ANSWER SCRIPT SCANDAL

College teacher

Dinajpur Education Board
to Subol Kumar, lecturer
(English) of Sonahat Degree
College at Bhrungamari in
Kurigram district.

Subol and his colleagues
brought the answer scripts
to Rangpur after contacting
the examinees over cell
phone and allowed them to
rewrite the answer scripts in
exchange of money.

On a tip-off, DB police
arrested them from Khalea
under Gangachharaupazilaand
other placesin Rangpurtown.

Meanwhile, the manag-
ing committee of Sonahat
Degree College held a meet-
ing yesterday.

As president of the com-
mittee Mostaque Hossain
MP was absent, the other
members could not take
steps against the two lectur-
ers Suboland Ashraful Alam.
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50 hurt in 2 clashes

groups, equipped with lethal
weapons and sticks attacked
each other, leaving 18 people
from both sides injured in an
hour-long clash.

In Bagerhat, at least 30
people, including two women,
were injured in a clash
between two rival groups over
land dispute at Westpara
Badamtola village in
Chitalmari upazila Saturday
morning, reports UNB.

Police and local people
said, there was a longstand-
ing dispute over a piece of
land between Binoy Gain and
Subhash Dhali of the village.

On Saturday, both the
groups equipped with lethal
weapons and sticks attacked
each other, leaving at least
30 people from both sides
injured.
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