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Egypt reopens Ratah
border with Gaza

AFP, Rafah

Egypt yesterday reopened its Rafah border
crossing with Gaza, allowing people to cross
freely for the first time in four years, in a move
hailed by Hamas but criticised by Israel.

Among the first to cross the reopened
border post were two ambulances ferrying
patients from the hitherto-blockaded Gaza
Strip for treatment in Egypt as well as a mini-
bus carrying a dozen visitors.

A total of around 200 Gazans crossed by
early afternoon.

The crossing is to open to people for eight
hours a day from 9:00am, apart from holidays
and Fridays, giving Gazans a gateway to the
world as Rafah is the only crossing which
does not pass through Israel.

Under the long-awaited change, which
excludes the flow of goods, people under the
age of 18 or older than 40 require only a visa
to pass, but men between 18 and 40 still need
security clearance, officials said.

Jamal Nijem, 53, whose wife and daughter
live in his spouses's native Egypt, was among
hundreds who flocked to the Rafah border
post, but he was unsure whether he would be

"I came here three years ago to rejoin my
family but my Egyptian residency permit had
run out because of frequent closures of the
crossing, and the security services barred me
from going back,” he said.

Commercial traffic will continue to have
to pass through border points with Israel to
enter the impoverished Palestinian enclave.

According to an official in charge of
administrative procedures on the Palestinian
side of the terminal, "the process is going
without a hitch, and we are providing the
facilities for travellers to pass quickly and
comfortably.”

On the Egyptian side, an official said: "We
are going to do everything possible to ease
the passage of our Palestinian brothers, and
we hope procedures will be simplified fur-
therindue course.”

Egyptian Foreign Minister Nabil al-Arabi
announced in April that the crossing would
reopen permanently, stressing this would
help ease the blockade imposed by Israel.

The border has remained largely shut
since June 2006 when Israel imposed a tight
blockade on Gaza after Palestinian militants
snatched Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit, who is
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A Burmese woman lights a candle during the Amnesty International's 50-year celebration in Central London yester-

day. Supporters of the London-based rights group were holding events in more than 60 countries, half a century
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Obama ends
Europe tour
in Poland

BEC ONLINE

US President Barack Obama
has reaffirmed relations
between the US and Poland
yesterday, as his six-day tour
of Europe drewto a close.

He praised Poland's
economic growth and its
support of pro-democracy
movements in North Africa

and the Middle East.
Obama also said the

shelving of his predecessor's
plan to build a missile
defence shield in Poland did
not put the country or region
atrisk.

Poland PM Donald Tusk
said Ohe had been reassured

by Obama's words.
In a brief press confer-

ence with Tusk, Obama said
Poland was "one of our
strongest and closest allies
and a leader in Europe” and
"a living example of what is
possible when countries

allowed to cross.

still being held.

SYRIA UNREST

Friday's death
toll rises to 12

REUTERS, Amman

Syrian security forces shot
dead 12 demonstrators on
Friday during protests
against Baath Party rule that
erupted in 91 locations
across Syria, the Syrian
National Organisation for
Human Rights said.

"The authorities are still
pursuing the calculated
course of using excessive
violence and live ammuni-
tion to confront mass dem-
onstrations,” the organiza-
tion said in a statement yes-
terday.

Scores of people of all
walks of life were also
arrested including a doctor,
musician, and an amateur
boxer, it said.

State television said nine
people, including police and
civilians, were killed by
armed groups on Friday.

Nato raids Gaddati's
Tripoli compound

AFP, Tripoli

Nato carried out fresh bombing raids at the
heart of Tripoli's regime yesterday, the mili-
tary alliance said after G8 world powers
intensified the pressure on Libyan strong-
man Muammar Gaddafi to go.

The alliance launched a first salvo at
1:00am followed by another strike nine
hours later in Gaddafi's Bab Al-Aziziya com-
pound, which Nato aircraft have targeted for
four successive days.

The strikes came after US President
Barack Obama had said the United States
and France were committed to finishing the
job in Libya, and as Russia finally joined
explicit calls for Gaddafi to go.

But Obama warned the "UN mandate of
civilian protection cannot be accomplished
when Gaddafi remains in Libya directing his
forces in acts of aggression against the
Libyan people.”

His comments were followed only hours
later by fresh air strikes on a command and
control centre in Bab Al-Aziziya, a Nato

mission spokesman told AFE. "Three bombs
were dropped on the Tripoli target," he said
on condition of anonymity.

An AFP correspondent said the second
strike, which caused a powerful explo-
sion, hit an army barracks at around
10:00am.

The series of blasts have caused the col-
lapse of sections of imposing walls around
the barracks, which is full of warehouses,
although the Libyan authorities say they
have been emptied.

Earlier, the official news agency Jana
said civilian sites in the Al-Qariet region,
south of the capital, had been targeted in
air raids.

Elsewhere, rebels fought Gaddafi loyalists
near an oil facility in the eastern crossroads
town of Ajdabiya, leaving two of the insur-
gents dead, rebel commander Jamal Mansur
told AFP.

There were also sporadic clashes around
the rebel-held southern oasis town of Jalo, as
Gaddafi's forces were desperate for oil and
gasreserves.

Missouri

tornado toll
rises to 132

AFP, Joplin

The death toll from one of
the worst tornadoes ever to
hit the United States has
risen to 132 as crews contin-
ued to search the rubble for
survivors and victims.

Five days after the mas-
sive tornado cut a miles-long
path of destruction through
this town of 50,000, officials
have managed to pare down
the list of the missing to 156
from232.

The twister ranks as the
single deadliest tornado to
hit the United States since
modern record-keeping
beganin 1950.

More than 8,000 struc-
tures in the Midwestern
town were damaged or
destroyed when the twister
packing winds over 200 miles
an hour came roaring
through with just a 24-
minute warning.

after the organisation was born out of a simple letter-writing campaign.

take reform seriously".
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Bin Laden considered

seeking deal with Pakistan

CNN ONLINE

ered seeking a deal with B
Pakistan under which al- |
Qaeda leaders in the country
would be protected and, in Ly
return, al-Qaeda would
refrain from attacking
Pakistan, a US official told
CNN Friday.

The revelation surfaced as American
agents analysed the documents that were
seized in the May 2 raid of bin Laden's
compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan,
according to the official, who was not
authorised to speak on the record.

The documents show the al-Qaeda
leader communicated with his operations
chief, Atiyva Abdul Rahman, about a possi-
ble deal with Pakistan, the official said.

The New York Times first reported on
the possible deal.

The official said there is no evidence an

\_ 2PPp roach was ever made to any Pakistani

\\‘

officials to try to cut such a
deal.

"This appeared to be a
discussion inside al-
Qaeda," the official said.

Husain Haggani,
Pakistani ambassador to
the United States, told
CNN's Suzanne Malveaux
that Pakistan is "not
aware" ofany such idea.

"The question is, 'Did he
raise it with anyone?' The US government
clearly says that he did not. It was some-
thing that he and his associates were
considering amongst themselves,
Haqgqani said.

In the aftermath of the raid, US offi-
cials have said that they suspect elements
of the Pakistani government knew of bin
Laden's hideaway in Abbottabad. But
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates said
recently that was justa "supposition.”

But the official stressed agents are still
going through the material that was seized
and whether there are any "links to people
inside Pakistan isstillan open question.”

Court issues NBW against actor
Sanjay Dutt

PT11, Mumbai

A local court here yesterday issued
non-bailable warrant against actor
Sanjay Dutt for not appearing before
it in connection with a violation of
model code of conduct case lodged

during last Lok Sabha elections.
Judicial Magistrate Krishna Kumar issued the war-

rant against Dutt after he failed to appear before the
court despite repeated summons and a bailable war-
rant, prosecution officials said here.

Interpol issues global alert for

Taliban fugitives
AP, Paris

Interpol has issued a worldwide alert yesterday for417
fugitives of an Afghan jailbreak, including Taliban
considered "a major threat to global security.”

The France-based international police agency says it

has issued a so-called Orange Notice for the fugitives who

escaped the Sarposa prisonin Kandaharon April 24,
Authorities in Afghanistan had said more than 480

inmates escaped the jail through a tunnel dug over a

Two British soldiers killed in
Afghanistan

AFP, London

Two British soldiers were killed by a homemade bomb
while on patrol in southern Afghanistan, defence

officials in London said yesterday:.
The Royal Marines, from 42 Commando, were on an

operation on Friday with Afghan forces to clear parts
of Nad-e Ali district in Helmand province when they
were hit by the blast, the defence ministry said in a

Dozens detained from violent

Moscow gay rally

AFP, Moscow

Moscow police yesterday detained three prominent
global gay rights leaders as violence broke out at an
unprecedented rally that activists tried to stage near

the Kremlin wall.
Those detained included the renowned US gay

rights activist Dan Choi as well as Britain's Peter

Yemen tensions ease
with tenuous ceasetire

REUTERS, Sanaa

An informal ceasefire between President Ali
Abdullah Saleh's security forces and a tribal
group brought a pause in fighting yesterday
after nearly a week of deadly clashes left
Yemen near civil war.

Fighting this week has killed some 115
people, prompted thousands of residents to
flee Sanaa and raised the specter of chaos
that could benefit the Yemen-based branch
of al-Qaeda and threaten adjacent Saudi

Arabia, the world's No. 1 oil exporter.
Tribal sources and residents said there

had been no renewal of fighting in Sanaa's
northern district of Hasaba, site of heavy
clashes this week for control of government

buildings, and outside the capital.
"Mediation is going to resume later this

afternoon,” a government official told

Reuters.
The latest fighting, pitting Saleh's secu-

rity forces against members of the powerful
Hashed tribe led by Sadeq al-Ahmar, was the
bloodiest since pro-democracy unrest
erupted in January and was sparked by a
Saleh refusal to sign a power transfer deal.

A prestigious think tank, the
International Crisis Group, said a broad
ceasefire was needed immediately and
should be part of a plan thatleads to a transi-
tion of power.

Foreign states should be involved, it said,
"but, given the deeply personal and tribal
nature of the feud between the Salehs and al-
Ahmars, it cannot be addressed effectively by
international mediation or initiatives alone."

Global powers have little sway in Yemen,
where tribal allegiances are the most power-
ful element in a volatile social fabric and the
fighting already appears to be playing out
along tribal lines.

On Friday, Yemeni tribesmen said they
had captured a military compound from
elite troops loyal to the president 100 km
outside Sanaa, widening a conflict hitherto
concentrated mainly in the capital near the
home of Ahmar.

The fighting has overshadowed a largely
peaceful protest movement that started
months ago aimed at ending Saleh's 33-
year-long autocratic rule and inspired by the
movements that brought down the long-
standing leaders of Tunisia and Egypt.

Egypt court
fines Mubarak
$90.64m

REUTERS, Cairo

An Egyptian court yesterday
fined ousted President
Hosni Mubarak and two
former officials $90.64 mil-
lion for cutting off mobile
and internet services during
January protests, a court
source said.

It was the first court rul-
ing to be made against
Mubarak since he was
ousted on February 11.
Mubarak faces more serious
charges, including ordering
the killing of protestors, a
charge which could carry the

death penalty.
A judicial source said the

administrative court fined
Mubarak 200 million
Egyptian pounds, former
Prime Minister Ahmed Nazif
40 million pounds, and
former interior minister
Habib el-Adly 300 million
pounds.

Sudan rivals to meet
on Abyei crisis

AFP, Khartoum

South Sudan's vice president flew to Khartoum yesterday on
a mission to "ease tensions" over Abyei, one week after
northern troops overran the contested border region, a
southern official said.

"A high level delegation led by the vice resident, Riek
Machar, has gone to Khartoum," said Mangar Amerdid, a
spokesman in the office of the southern president.

"Itis aimed as an effort to normalise and ease tensions, and
to improve the situation in Abyei," he added, but could not
confirm who the southern team would meet in the north.

"This is an important mission on a very important matter,
and we are hoping for a good reception,” he said.

The surprise visit came as the northern National
Congress Party and the south Sudan People's Liberation
Movement (SPLM) were to meet in Addis Ababa yesterday
for talks also to be attended by the African Union panel on
Sudan and South Africa's former president Thabo Mbeki.

Khartoum's chief Abyei negotiator Al-Dirdiri Mohammed
Ahmed said on Friday that the northern government was
"open" to negotiations with the south.

South Sudan leader Salva Kiir had called for a complete
withdrawal of Sudanese government forces from Abyei,
insisting the south did not want a return to war.

A southern Sudanese minister said more than 150,000
people have fled violence ravaging the border region and
surrounding areas since May 21 when northern troops and
tanks took control.
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Spaniards hold flowers at the Puerta del Sol square in Madrid on Friday during a pro-
test against Spain's economic crisis and its sky-high jobless rate.

Serbia to probe
Mlidic networks

AFP, Belgrade

First Arab
woman scales
Everest

AFP, Dubai

Serbia vowed yesterday to track down those who helped
Bosnian Serb war crimes suspect Ratko Mladic evade justice
for so long, as fresh details emerged of his arrest after 16

years on therun.

"We will continue to pursue all those who have helped
Mladic and other fugitives evade justice," Serbian war

crimes prosecutorVladimirVukcevic told AFP.
"By hiding Mladic they have caused serious damage to

this country. Hiding fugitives from the Hague tribunal is a

serious crime," he added.

Mladic, accused of masterminding the 1995 Srebrenica
massacre and other atrocities during the 1992-95 Bosnian
war, was arrested Thursday and is set to be transferred next
week to the International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia (ICTY) in The Hague.

Judges are expected to rule Monday on an appeal against
his transfer to the court, where he faces charges of war
crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity:.

His capture came after a 16-year manhunt and amid
many questions as to how Europe's most-wanted man was
able to evade capture for so long.

President Boris Tadic told the BBC on Friday that authori-
ties would leave no stone unturned in their search for those

who sheltered Mladic.

Tadic promised a "full and complete picture” of the network.

Suzanne al-Houby, a
Palestinian who lives in the
United Arab Emirates, has
become the first Arabwoman
to scale Mount Everest, the
world's tallest mountain.

"Becoming the first Arab
woman to reach the top of
the world was an enormous
thrill and a great privilege,"
Houby said in the statement.

"I would like to share this
triumph with the Palestinian
people and all Arabs -- espe-
cially all the Arab women,
young and old, who con-
tinue to contribute to the
peace and stability of the
regionwe all callhome."

Houby, 40, spent 51 days
making the climb on May 21,
the statement said, adding
that she spent two years
preparing for her Everest
attempt.




