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on life
support

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Pop guru and freedom
fighter Azam Khan has
been on life support at
the city's Square
Hospital since yester-
day morning.

Dr Kamruzzaman
Chowdhury of the
hospital told reporters
that Azam's condition
is very critical as his
lungs were not func-
tioning.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

Lightning
kills 7

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Tangail

Seven people, includ-
ing four of a family,
were killed and 10
injured in two sepa-
rate incidents of light-
ning in Delduar
upazila of Tangail
yesterday.

The deceased are
Toaz Bepari, 50, his
sons Afaz Uddin, 25,
Hossain Ali, 22, and
Kalu Bepari, 18, of
Katulee village in the

SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

1 killed in
Faridpur
poll clash

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Faridpur

An elderly man was
killed and five others
were injured yesterday
in a clash between the
supporters of two
chairman aspirants in
the elections to
Shekhor Union
Parishad in Boalmari
upazila of the district.

The deceased was
identified as Momrez
Molla, 60.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 5

PRAYER TIMING

Tannery wastes, both solid and liquid, stuck in a low land of Hazaribagh in the capital, exposing locals to severe

health hazards. The photo was taken recently.

Toxic tannery

waste posing
health risk

Factory relocation
stuck in red tape

Pmvakl Roy

Toxic waste from Hazaribagh tanneries continues to
pollute the Buriganga river posing serious threat to
human health as relocation of the factories is caught in
bureaucratic tangle.

Reluctance of the owners to move those flouting High
Court ordersis also delaying the process.

The HC directives, demands of the civil society and
campaigns by the media have all gone in vain as the tan-
nery owners and the government have been blaming
each other for not taking action in this regard.

In June 2009, the HC expressed frustration over indus-
trial pollution, and observed that the government has not
taken any step to prevent pollution by industries.

The court in its judgement ordered the authorities
concerned to complete relocation of the leather industry

PHOTO: to Savar by February 28, 2010.

PALASH KHAN SEE PAGE 19 COL 5

Surgery patients sutfer
at govt hospitals

Shortage of anesthesiologists
delaying operations

MAHBUBA ZANNAT

pared to the number of surgeons in the

Shortage of anesthesiologists in public
hospitals is causing immense suffering to
surgery patients across the country, as
patients have to wait for months to get

serial for operation.

In all, public hospitals have an esti-
mated 1,000 anesthetists against the need
for at least 15,000, said Mozaffar Hossain,

joint secretary of Bangladesh Society of

Anesthesiologists.

Although surgeryis impossible without

them, the number has notincreased com-

last 30 years, he added.
Leaders of Bangladesh Society of

Anesthesiologists say the government
seems indifferent to the need for appoint-

ing more anesthesiologists.
Repeated appeals from the society and

the directors of medical college hospitals
to the health ministry for more anesthe-
tists have gone in vain, they said.

Last year the society requested the

ministry for the fifth time in the last few
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

10 hurt in
Chittagong
hospital fire

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

At least 10 people were
injured and properties
worth around Tk 10 lakh
burnt in a fire yesterday at
Bangabandhu Memorial
Hospital (BBMH) at the
city's Khulshi.

Farid Ahmed
Chowdhury, senior station
officer of Agrabad fire
station, said an electric
short circuit around
12:15pm caused the fire
on the fourth floor of the
hospital and soon one

side of the floor was
SEE PAGE 19 COL 6

No indigenous
people in
Bangladesh!

Govt official tells UN

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Government representatives at a United Nations special
session have denied existence of indigenous people in

Bangladesh.
They also protested a UN study report that says the

government has not done enough to implement the

Chittagong Hill Tracts peace accord.
Igbal Ahmed, first secretary of the Bangladesh Mission

in New York, on Thursday made the comment during the

session on the 1997 CHT peace deal signed during the
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2
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Iran's lake in

death throe

Could disappear

in a few years
AP, Iran

From a hillside, Kamal
Saadat looked for-
lornly at hundreds of
potential customers,
knowing he could not
take them for trips in
his boat to enjoy a
spring weekend on
Oroumieh Lake, the
third largest saltwater

lake on earth.
"Look, the boat is

stuck... It cannot move
anymore," said
Saadat, gesturing to

where it lay encased
SEE PAGE 19 COL1
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ONLINE POLL

Do you think state funding for
major political parties will
stop the use of black money in
the J5 poll campaign?
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TOTAL VOTES: 212
TODAY'SPOLL

Do you think next general
elections should be held under
the existing caretaker

government system?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net
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