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Tidal surge washed away this portion of the embankment at Gunary village in Dakope upazila of Khulna district a few days ago, adding to the woe of the

villagers suffering from water stagnation since super cyclone Aila ravaged the area on May 25 in 2009.

The nightmare of flooding

No move to repair dyke in Aila-hit Dakope as

The Daily Star

DHAKA THURSDAY MAY 26, 2011

LIMON MISHRA MURDER

Memo to home ministry
for action against killers

Follow-up

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

A memorandum containing
signatures of around 600
people was submitted to the
home ministry through the
deputy commissioner of
Dinajpur yesterday demand-
ing immediate arrest of the

killers of Limon Mishra.
The signatories include

teachers, students, business-
men, NGO representatives,
cultural and political activ-
ists. Sachetan Nagorik
Committee, a platform of
Dinajpur townspeople,
organised the signature
campaign in front of the local

press club in the morning.
Later, the committee

went to the deputy commis-
sioner's office in a proces-
sion and submitted the
memorandum. Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(General) Mir Nazrul Islam
received the memo as the
deputy commissioner was
out of the office. Limon's
father Phani Mishra and wife

Limon Mishra

Indu Banerjee were also

present.
The signatories to the

memorandum urged the
home ministry to take imme-
diate steps to nab the killers
who are moving freely and
putting pressure on Limon's

family to withdraw the case.
A gang of stalkers stabbed

Limon, 28, in front of Lily
Square in the town at around
7:00pm on May 4 as he pro-
tested teasing of his wife Indu, a

9

third year management stu-
dent of Dinajpur Government
College, on her way to the col-

legeearlierontheday.
Limon was rushed to

Dinajpur Medical College
and Hospital where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries at

around 10:30pm.
His father Phani Mishra

filed a case with Dinajpur
Police Station against eight
stalkers the same night. The
accused are Rubel Rahman,
26, Ajoy Shil, 24, Tanmoy
Goswami, 23, Bakul, 26,
Rajan, 24, Sumon Prosad, 22,
Summon Sarker, 23, and
Subir, 22,

Immediately after filing
of the case, police arrested
Sumon Sarker, one of the
accused, while the rest are

still atlarge.
Sachetan Nagorik

Committee alleged that the
killers are moving freely and
joining different
programmes in the town
under the nose of the law
enforcers.

stormy days approach fast

QuAZI AMANULLAH, Khulna

Thousands of people of Aila affected
villages in Dakope upazila under
Khulna district are passing days
amid fear of flooding as no initiative
has been taken to repair a 50-
kilometre-long embankment that
developed breaches during the May
12 nor'wester accompanied by tidal

surges.
The embankment may collapse

into the turbulent Shibsha River
anytime with increase of tidal surge
as Khulna district has been experi-
encing a stormy weather for the last
one week, said Dakope upazila
parishad Chairman Sheikh Abul
Hossain.

The embankment was con-
structed last year to protect
Sutarkhali and Kamarkhola unions
of the upazila from further damages
to homesteads, cattle, crops educa-
tional institutions and village mar-

kets.
"The recent nor'wester accompa-

nied by strong tidal surges has
caused damage to the embankment.
But we cannot take any initiative to
repair it due to shortage of fund,”
said Brojo Mohan Nath, executive
engineer of Water Development
Board (WDB).

Super cyclone Aila that hit coastal
belts of Khulna and Satkhira districts
on May 25 in 2009 claimed 193 lives,
damaged 2 lakh 43 thousand houses

and crops on 97,000 acres of land,

according to official reports.
Tidal surges caused under its

influence entirely damaged 711
kilometres of dykes in Dakope and
Koira upazilas of Khulna district and
Shyamnagar and Assassuni upazilas

of Satkhira district.
Consequently, saline water inun-

dated 238 villages, rendering 2 lakh
97 thousand people homeless, and
woe befell the displaced people of
coastal areas under the adverse

impact of climate change.
But none of the damaged

embankments has been made sus-
tainable in true sense due to corrupt
practices of a section of WDB offi-
cials, influential men of the ruling

party, contractors and shrimp culti-

vators, said locals.
"It is a matter of great regret that

the authorities concerned are yet to
take any positive and effective move
to mitigate sufferings of homeless
people by implementing rehabilita-
tion projects undertaken by the
government during last two years,"
said Dakope upazila parishad

Chairman Sheikh Abul Hossain.
Koira upazila parishad Chairman

GM Mohosin Reza also echoed the

same.
Serious crisis of safe drinking

water and medical services are yet to
be solved in the four Aila affected
upazilas of Khulna and Satkhira
districts, they said.
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Members of Palli Samaj, an organisation meant for women's empowerment, render voluntary service to repair a 300-metre-
long earthen road connecting a mosque at Chalitabunia village in Patuakhali Sadar upazila, making it usable again.

Where women show the way

They repair road through day-long voluntary service

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

A group of women at Chalitabunia
village in Patuakhali Sadar upazila
repaired a 300-metre-long earthen
road through daylong voluntary ser-

vice yesterday.
The arduous task became possible

as 49 women, aided by only five to six
male relatives, continued the labour of

love from 9:00am till around 4:00pm.
"We took initiative to repair the road as

the villagers were sufferingalot to goto the
mosque. The road had remained unfit for
use forlong," said Shamsunnahar Begum,

45, leader of the group that made usable
the mud road connecting a mosque
named Maneruddin Chowkider BariJame
Mosjid.

"l am very happy to get the opportu-
nity take part in the work,"” said local
woman Reba Rani, 40.

Forkan Sikder, vice chairman of
Sadar upazla parishad, and Gazi Joynal
Abedin, local union parishad chair-
man, also took part in the work to
encourage the noble venture.

The 49 women who took part in yester-

day's road repair work belong to a 64-
member association 'Palli Samaj’, initi-

ated by development organisation Brac

forwomen'sempowermentinthevillage.
"We meet every two months and

make plan of works that would be bene-
ficial for the society. We also work for
prevention of child marriage, creating
public opinion against dowry, etc,”
Shamsunnahar said.

The members themselves manage

funds for doing such social work, said
Ranjit Mondol, regional manager of Brac.
"We encouraged the women to get
organised and build up their capacities
in the work by providing training," said
Faruqul Islam, district manager of Brac.

2 'smugglers’
arrested
with gold
ornaments

UNB, Chuadanga

Two alleged members of an
inter-district smuggling gang
were arrested along with
about 21 tolas of gold orna-
ments at Hizolgari Bazaar in
Sadar upazila yesterday.

The arrestees are Zahidul
Islam, 30, and Nasir Uddin, 26.
Both are residents of Darshana
Puratan Para in Damurhuda
upazilaofthe district.

Acting on a tip-off, a team
of police raided Hizolgari
Bazaar early yesterday
when two alleged smug-
glers, who were travelling on
a motorbike, tried to flee the
scene sensing presence of
law enforcers.

Police caught Zahidul
Islam from a sugarcane field
of Carew and Company after
chasing about 200 yards.

Later, the gold ornaments
were recovered from his
possession. Local police
officials rushed to the spot
and quizzed the arrestees.

Police said the two ille-
gally brought the gold orna-
ments from India and were
taking those to Jhenidah.

Assistant police superin-
tendent ASM Nazmul Haque
said that a quarter is
engaged in gold smuggling.
It would be possible to nab
rest of the members follow-
ing the confession of the
arrestees, he said.

Five remanded for Rasu murder

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Natore

Five Jubo League men, arrested in
connection with Monday's murder of
party activist Abu Bakkar Siddik Rasu,
have been placed on remand.

The Chief Judicial Magistrate's Court
in Natore yesterday granted four-day
remand for Ripon Ali, Goutam, Sohrab
and Subash, and two-day remand for
Sabbir, said Abdullah Al Mamun, officer
incharge of Natore Police Station.

Sub-Inspector Hipjul Alam Munsi of
Natore Police Station, also the investiga-
tion officer (I0) of the case, had produced
the accused before the court seeking five
days' remand for them onTuesdaynoon.

The abduction case lodged earlier
against 12 people has turned into a
murder case, said the IO.

Youth and Sports Minister Ahad Ali
Sarkar ordered the law enforcement
agencies to arrest the rest of the 12
accused of killing Rasu after abduction.

The minister also visited Rasu's resi-
dence at Kanaikhali in Natore town yester-
day noon. He consoled the family mem-
bers and assured providing a job for the
victim's younger sister Nusrat Jahan Rupa.

Abu Bakkar Siddik Rasu, 28, son of
Abdur Rouf Noni, was shot dead at
Kanaikhali allegedly by intra-party
rivals on Monday night and police
arrested the five Jubo League activists
in this connection the same night.

Abu Bakkar Siddik BRasu
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PHOTO: STAR

Locals accompanied by Indu Banarjee, widow of Limon Mishra, bring out a silent proces-
sion in front of Dinajpur Press Club yesterday demanding punishment to the criminals
who stabbed Limon to death on May 4 for protesting teasing of his wife.
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