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Opposition seize public

buildings in Yemen

44 killed in two days of violence

AFP, Sanaa

Tribesmen loyal to a powerful opposition chief
have seized public buildings in fighting in
Yemen's capital Sanaa, sources said yesterday,
as US President Barack Obama called again for
President Ali Abdullah Saleh toleave office.

In the fighting, in which 44 people have
been killed, the tribesmen occupied the state
news agency Saba, the national airline
Yemenia building and tried to storm the inte-
rior ministry headquarters, according to the

witnesses and a high-rankingYemen official.
The latest fighting came despite an appeal

on Tuesday by President Saleh for supporters
of Sheikh Sadig al-Ahmar, who heads the
powerful Hashid tribal federation, to "cease
their aggression on security forces."

The president, who has said the situation
could deteriorate into civil war, also called
on the tribesmen to "withdraw their armed
partisans from public buildings and facili-
ties,” the defence ministry's 26sep.net news

website said.

Obama, meanwhile, yesterday reiterated
his call for Saleh to leave office.

"We call upon President Saleh to move
immediately on his commitment to trans-
fer power," Obama said, in a joint press
conference with British Prime Minister
David Cameron in London.

A number of residents yesterday were
seen fleeing Sanaa southwards, hoping to
escape the fighting as well as electricity and
water shortages, an AFP correspondent said.

Those attempting to head north ran into
Republican Guards checkpoints and were
advised that they may not be allowed to
return to Sanaa. The area north of the capital
isastronghold of Ahmar's Hashid federation.

Clashes between security forces and
Ahmar's followers broke out in the capital on
Monday after Saleh refused to sign a deal
with the opposition brokered by the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) that would see
him leave office within 30 days.

Angry Indian activists of the right-wing Hindu organisation Shiv Sena shout slogans as
they burn an effigy representing Pakistani based terrorist organisation Lashkar-e-
Taiba and Pakistan Inter Services Intelligence (ISl) in Amritsar yesterday after an
accused in Mumbai terror attack relates those two organisations with the atrocity.

Taliban seize district in

eastern Atghan province
Troops reclaim after killing 28 rebels

AFP, Kabul

Coalition and Afghan troops yesterday
retook control of a remote Afghan district in
the northeast after fierce fighting that left 28
Taliban rebels dead, officials said.

The Taliban had earlier captured western
parts of Do Ab district in troubled Nuristan
province, which borders Pakistan, and
threatened to overrun the entire area,
Nuristan governor Jamaludin Badr said.

But the defence ministry later said that
Afghan troops were dropped from helicop-
ters to fight around the district and "without
any delay cleared the district from the ene-
mies of Afghanistan's people”.

A spokesman for the Afghan interior
ministry, Zemarai Bashary, said that 28
rebels were killed and 24 others injured.

Bashary said two members of the Afghan
security forces were injured in the fighting,
but Badr, the governor, said that three police
officers had died in clashes over the past 24
hours.

"Currently, Afghan security forces are

stationed in the district (and) life has
returned to normal,” the defence ministry
added inastatement.

Badr confirmed this, while a spokesman
for the NATO-led International Security
Assistance Force (ISAF) said the operation
was a combined one, featuring a foreign air
support team and ground forces.

Nuristan is a remote mountainous region
and communications are poor. There are
concerns that the blockade could mean food
shortages for the local population but that is
hard to confirm.

The central government did recently
promise military reinforcements but the
sense within Afghanistan is that Nuristan
has inadequate security forces and is not
getting the help it needs.

[t is not traditionally a stronghold for the
Afghan Taliban. But it does have a history of
tribal extremism and militancy.

Nuristan borders Pakistan's tribal areas
and there seem to be growing alliances
between local leaders and Pakistani Taliban
groups.

Australia
asylum deal
a threat to
migrants

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Rights activists stepped up
their battle yesterday against
Australia's decision to send
800 boatpeople to Malaysia,
claiming the deal threatens
the migrants' safety.

Representatives from five
rights groups met Australian
High Commission diplomats
to hand over a protest memo-
randum, urging Canberra to
drop the hardline scheme.

"All organisations are firm
on the position that this deal
is a fundamental human
rights violation," said Irene
Fernandez, executive direc-
tor of migrant and refugee
advocacy group Tenaganita.

Some 90,000 refugees,
mainly from Myanmar, live in
Malaysia -- which is not party
to the 1951 UN Refugee
Convention.
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Anti-Americanism rife in
Pakistan army institution

REUTERS, Islamabad

paper, quoted Patterson as saying.

Officers received training biased against the
United States at a prestigious Pakistan army
institution, according to WikiLeaks, under-
scoring concern that anti-Americanism in
the country’'s powerful military is growing
amid strains with Washington.

A US diplomatic cable said the former
US ambassador to Pakistan, Anne
Patterson, found officers at the National
Defence University (NDU) were "naive and
biased" against the United States, a key ally
which gives Pakistan billions of dollars of

aid to help fight Islamist militants.

Pakistan's military also controls the
country's nuclear arms, and a series of
attacks against military installations has
heightened fears about the safety of those

weapons.

"The elite of this crop of colonels and
brigadiers are receiving biased NDU
training with no chance to hear alterna-
tive views of the US," the WikiLeaks cable,
which was published in the Dawn news-

Iceland volcanic
eruption ending

Airports begin to reopen

REUTERS, Stockholm/reykjavik

Iceland's volcanic eruption has died down and is no longer
spewing out ash, officials said yesterday and airlines began
to get back to normal after cancelling about 1,000 flights in
northern Europe.

"There are indications that it's ceasing really,” said Hrafn
Gudmundsson, a meteorologist at the Icelandic met office.

He told Reuters that mainly steam was coming from the
crater, with noash plumedetected since 11 pm EDT.

"l am cautiously optimistic the main ash-producing
phase of this eruption has now ceased,"” Dr David Rothery of
Britain's Open University Volcano Dynamics Group said in
emailed comments.

After the eruption, the most powerful by Grimsvotn since
1873 and stronger than Eyjafjallajokull that caused air traffic
chaos last year, a massive plume of ash spread across north-

ern Europe.

Flights in Scotland and northern England were cancelled
on Tuesday, while three German airports -- Bremen,
Hamburg and Berlin -- closed yesterday. However, they were
set gradually to reopen during the day.

European air traffic agency Eurocontrol said 500 flights had
been affected on Tuesday and a spokeswoman said Eurocontrol
expected 700 flights to be cancelled over Germany.

"Given the bias of the instructors, we
also believe it would be beneficial to initi-
ate an exchange program for instructors.”

Some of the officers believed the CIA was
in charge ofthe US media, the report said.

Patterson said the United States must
target a "lost generation” of military offi-
cers who missed training programs in the
United States after Washington imposed
sanctions against Pakistan in the 1990s for
its nuclear program.

The cables also documented the
account of a US army officer, Colonel
Michael Schleicher, who attended a
course at NDU and corroborated the
views expressed by Patterson.

"The senior level instructors had
misperception about US policies and
culture and infused the lectures with these
suspicions, while the students share these
misconceptions with their superiors
despite having children who attended
universities in the US or London," the
cables quoted Schleicher as saying.

Suu Kyi
decries war
rapes

AFP, Ottawa

Myanmar's pro-democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi on
Tuesday appealed for an end
to rapes by troops in her
country, in a video address
to her sister Nobel laureates
in Montebello, Canada.

Violence against women,
the Nobel Peace Prize win-
ner said, "is a very real prob-
lem."

"Rape is used in my coun-
try as a weapon against
those who only want to live
in peace, who only want to
assert their basic human
rights. It is used as a weapon
by armed forces to intimi-
date the ethnic nationalities
and to divide our country,"
she said.

Suu Kyi, 65, was released
in November shortly after
the country's first election in
20 years, having spent most
of the past two decades in
detention.
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Philippines on
typhoon alert

AFP, Manila

A fierce storm approaching the Philippines intensified into a
typhoon yesterday, the government said, warning it would
unleash heavyrains across the main island of Luzon.

Typhoon Songda was expected to slam into the remote
and mountainous northeast of Luzon on Friday, although it
could change course and head towards more populated areas
near the capital of Manila, forecasters said.

"We are asking the public (in storm-affected areas) to
postpone travelling and stay indoors,” chief state weather

forecaster GracianoYumul said.

"The public must follow instructions by their officials to
preventa possible tragedy brought by Chedeng (Songda)."

Forecasters said the typhoon, with sustained winds of 130
kilometres (80 miles) an hour and gusts of 160 kilometres an
hour, was powerful enough to blow away roofs, uproot trees,
damage crops and cause landslides.

Forecasters said Songda was expected to bring nearly as
much rain as Tropical Storm Ketsana in 2009, which flooded
about 80 percentofthe capital and killed more than 400 people.

However, they said it was too early to say whether Songda
would match Ketsana's intensity, nor was it forecast to dump

the rains on Manila.

Unused foreign aid

FROM PAGE 1
37 projects, mentioned an

ERD official.

Besides, the government
has slashed the current
Annual Development
Programme (ADP) by more
than Tk 3,000 crore. The
entire amount is from for-
eign aid, he added.

He pointed out the delay
in starting the construction
work of Padma Bridge as one
of the major causes for low
disbursement of project aid.

Sources in ERD said dif-
ferent development partners
commit $2b to 3b to
Bangladesh everyyear.

But the amount may hit a
record high of $6.5b in the
current FY. The government
has already entered agree-
ments with its partners for
$4.7h.

They attributed the
increase to the donors' com-
mitment for the implementa-
tion of the Padma
Multipurpose Bridge Project.

The donors will provide
$2.70bfor the project, of which
agreements have already
beensigned for$1.74b.

However, the disburse-
ment of aid remained very
worrying. The government
targeted to receive a total aid
of $2. 7b in the current FY

and later revised it to $1.9b.

The finance ministry is
doubtful about achieving the
revised target. Only $1.29b
has been disbursed during
the first nine months of the
current FY, which was $1.77b
in the same period of the last
FY, noted a ministry official.

The World Bank imposed
new conditions for pre-
qualification of bidders for
Padma Bridge project, which
caused the delay, claimed a
communications ministry
official.

The implementation of
several foreign-aided pro-
jects in the power sector was
also delayed due to condi-
tions imposed by donors, he
added.

As the government could
not fulfil the conditions for
$600m budget support com-
mitment made by the WB and
the International Monetary
Fund for the current FY, the
amount was notdisbursed.

An ERD high official,
however, hoped the foreign
aid disbursement would
cross $3b in the next FY as
several big projects, includ-
ing the Padma Bridge, will
commence. The WB and IMF
are expected to disburse
funds for budget support in
the next FY.
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