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Reconnecting with
Nazrul's Compositions

Are classics and masterpieces truly immortal, or like everything else in the real
world, they too have a shelf life? Putting a work of art on a pedestal often makes it
unreachable; soon it becomes a niche genre -- perhaps not a fate the masters would
have wanted for their creations. Many believe Nazrul Sangeet is currently going
through this phase. While exponents continue to question the authenticity of many
Nazrul tunes, generations of audiences are alienated. Young listeners often blame
the “disconnect” -- music arrangement and style of presentation they often cannot
relate to. Some musicians are making efforts to connect to that “lost” audience. Ran-
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the current state of the national poet's repertoire?

Rajshahi. When we finally disem- “spreads it plumes” 42 times. Shiulimala

There are numerous other On Diganta TV at

should specialise in different sub-genres of Nazrul Inspired by the success of that song, we planned barked, a sweet aroma ﬂf_ EMeL Hdtances where Nazrul showes Kia 08:30pm
Sangeet. to release an album featuring rock covers of blossoms greeted us. Spring was l it etk Single Episode TV
Nazrul Sangeet. But we had to step back when we in the air. R e S Play

Priyanka Gope, classical vocalist and music
teacher

Limitations could never control Nazrul. Nazrul
developed 20 distinctive ragas; composed khayal,
thumri and rappa based Bangla songs; bhajan,

realised that available recordings of Nazrul
Sangeet -- on the 'rebel’ theme -- that we were
looking for are too few.

I believe Nazrul was way ahead of his time.
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the Bulbuli no less than 69 times
in his works. Besides the Bulbuli,
there are as many as 45 species of
birds woven in the rebel poet's
literary works and songs.
Mujahidul Islam, a photographer,
had captured the images of these
birds and displayed them at an
exhibition at the Nazrul Institute

free to fly across the barriers of
time and distance. The birds, in
reciprocity, have carried Nazrul's
message of love and heartache to
millions of people seeking a
higher meaning of life.
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Papiya whose melodious songs
captivated the poet so deeply that
he wrote odes to it 64 times.
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monsoon is known as Koyel or
Kokil in spring.
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sun. We simply sat in silence, lost
for words.
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