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DEADLY US TORNADO

More storms feared as
death toll risesto 116

Obama says 'heartbroken'

AFP, Joplin

Rescue crews clawed through the rub-
ble overnight searching for survivors
yesterday after a tornado in Missouri
killed 116 people, amid warnings that
more powerful storms were on the way.

US President Barack Obama said he
was "heartbroken" over the devasta-
tion wrought by the massive storm over
the weekend and would visit the disas-
ter zone on Sunday, following his four-
nation visit to Europe.

"Our thoughts and prayers are with
the families that are suffering at the
moment,” Obama told reporters in
London, after earlier promising federal

aid forrecovery efforts.
"All we can do is let them know that all

tion.

of America cares deeply about them and
we are going to do absolutely everything
we can to make sure they can recover.”
Shocked residents of the Missouri
town of Joplin were meanwhile digging
through the rubble of their homes,
astonished by the extent of the devasta-

"That's all that's left," Roger Dedick
said on Monday as he pointed to a
section of foundation, the remains of
his home of 17 years in Joplin after the
deadliest single tornado in six decades
ripped through the town.

He said he had to use a metal bar to
pry himself out of his crushed home.

More than 2,000 buildings -- or
about a third of the city of 50,000 near
the border with Kansas and Oklahoma

-- were damaged or destroyed, when
the twister came roaring through with
justa 24-minute warning.

The Joplin tornado is on course to be
the deadliest single twister to strike the
United States since modern record
keeping began in 1950 -- matching the

toll in a tornado in Flint, Michigan in

1953 that also left 116 people dead.

A single twister in 1925 is said to have
left 695 dead in Missouri, Illinois and
Indiana, but that was before accurate
record-taking began.

Joplin residents were meanwhile
warned that more potent storms were
on the way after Sunday's massive
twister cut a swath of destruction 6.4
kilometres long and more than a kilo-
metre wide.

PHOTO: AFP

Storm debris from a tornado that struck Sunday litters whole neighborhoods on Monday in Joplin, Missouri.

India offered US

Saarc observer role

OuR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

India invited the United States to participate as an observer
in the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), according to a leaked American Embassy cable
published yesterday in “The Hindu"” newspaper.

The US was surprised by the Indian suggestion and saw it
as a possible attempt by New Delhi to “balance” Pakistan's
request to include China in the regional grouping.

According to a US diplomatic cable dated November 17,
2005, sent by US Political Counsellor in New Delhi Geoffrey
Pyatt Jr, Indian Ministry of External Affairs Joint Secretary
(SAARC) PK Kapur had told him that both Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran sup-
ported a closer US role in the regional body and requested

feedback from the US.
Kapur told the US diplomat that the SAARC membership

invitation extended to Afghanistan and the decision to offer
China and Japan observer status were among the most
important outcomes of the Summit.

“The offer for US observer status maybe an attempt to balance
Pakistan's request to include China but it is a welcome opportu-
nity to play amore prominent role in promoting US foreign policy
goals for South Asian integration and reflect India's confidence in

itsrelationship with the US,” the cable said.
The US diplomat quoted Kapur as saying that the Indian

Prime Minister was “very comfortable” and Foreign Secretary

Saran was “quite positive” about the idea of US participation.
India requested a feedback before the April 2006 Special

Session of the Standing Committee of Foreign Secretaries
when the leaders will likely agree on a mechanism for
Chinese and Japanese Observer status.

The cable noted that “in return for Afghanistan's member-
ship, Pakistan wanted Chinese involvement. Since India was
not able to block this proposal, and since China has agreed to
India’s full participation at the East Asian Summit, New Delhi
wentalongwith Chinese and Japanese observer status.
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MumBAI TERROR ATTACK

Accused links
Pakistan with
plotting

BBC ONLINE

A man who scouted sites
for the 2008 Mumbai terror
attacks has testified in a
Chicago trial that the
Pakistani intelligence
service had links to the
group that carried out the
attacks.

David Headley was testi-
fying against Tahawwur
Rana, a Chicago business-
man accused of helping plan
the attacks.

At the opening on
Monday of Rana's trial,
Headley testified that
Pakistan's Inter-Services
Intelligence agency (ISI) and
militant group Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) coordinated
with each other.

The ISI provided military
and moral support to the
group, he said.

He said a Pakistani agent
paid him $25,000 for the
operation.

Mubarak,

sons to

be tried for killings

AFP, Cairo

Ousted Egyptian leader Hosni Mubarak and his two sons were
yesterday referred to a criminal court on suspicion of graft and
ordering deadly fire against anti-government protesters, state
mediareported.

The official MENA news agency said the 83-year-old former
strongman and his two sons Alaa and Gamal have been charged
with "premeditated murder of some participants in the peaceful

protests of the January 25 revolution”.
"The public prosecutor Abdel Maguid Mahmud has decided

today to refer former president Hosni Mubarak and his two sons
Alaa and Gamal and businessman Hussein Salem to a criminal
court," the newsagencyreported.

They have also been charged with profiteering and using their
positions forillicit gains and squandering public funds, itadded.

Several of the charges extend to a fourth defendant, Hussein
Salem, a businessman close to Mubarak who has been blamed
for a controversial deal to supply Israel with gas at lower than

usual prices. He has fled the country.

Mubarak, who was forced to resign on February 11 in the face
of 18 straight days of mass protests, has been in police custody in
hospital since April 13 in the Red Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheikh.

The veteran leader, who ruled Egypt for three decades, was
hospitalised after reportedly suffering a heart attack during ques-

tioning.

Prosecutors allege that Mubarak "participated by agreeing
with the former interior minister Habib al-Adli and some former
police commanders... in committing premeditated murder,"

MENA said.

Pak nuke
security a
concern:Nato

AFP, Kabul

The head of Nato said yester-
day he was confident
Pakistan's nuclear weapons
were safe, but admitted it
was a matter of concern, the
day after the worst assault
on a Pakistani military base

in two years.
Rasmussen was asked if

Nato was concerned about
Pakistan's nuclear weapons
after it took Pakistani forces
17 hours to reclaim control
of a naval air base from
Taliban attackers and fol-
lowing the death of Osama
bin Laden.

"I feel confident that
Pakistan's nuclear arsenal is
safe and well protected,” said
Rasmussen. "But of course it
is a matter of concern and we
follow the situation closely."

Rasmussen was sched-
uled to wind up his Afghan
visit yesterday after spend-
ing a night and a full day in
Afghanistan.

Don't divulge trial

FROM PAGE 1
process to the media.

Nizami was interrogated
at a Dhanmondi safe home
on May 5 on charge of
involvement with crimes
against humanity during the
1971 Liberation War.

The tribunal also rejected
a second petition filed by
Nizami bringing contempt
of court charge against
investigator M Sanaul
Haque. The petition said
Sanaul has illegally dis-
closed statements and infor-
mation provided by Nizami
to him during the question-
ing to the media.

The tribunal rejected
both two petitions on the
ground that the statements
and information given by
the accused petitioner
Nizami during interroga-
tion are not admissible as
evidence against him dur-
ing the trial. Nizami's coun-
sel M Tazul Islam and prose-
cutor Syed Haider Ali earlier
put forth their arguments

regarding the matter.
The three-member tribu-

nal headed by Justice
Nizamul Huq however asked
Nizami's counsels, investi-
gators and prosecutors
involved in the process to be
careful about making any

statements to the media.
The tribunal observed

that the counsels for both
parties have made state-
ments to the television
regarding the interrogation
which is unwarranted.

It pointed out that the
investigators can only talk to
the media regarding the pro-
ceedings taking place but not
about any information dis-
covered during the process.

Later chief prosecutor
Ghulam Arief Tipoo told
reporters that the counsels
and investigators involved
have to be careful about
what they divulge to the
media so that the proceed-
ings of the tribunal is not
affected in anyway.

The petitions were filed
with the tribunal on May 8
and 15.

Jubo League

FROM PAGE 20
upazila of Bogra yesterday.

The dead, Aminul Islam
Shahin, 40, wasanaccusedin11
cases, including one for mur-
der, Shajahanpur policesaid.

Police captured Khairul
[slam Dulu, 40, in this con-
nection.

The authorities con-
cerned fixed yesterday noon
for offering a tender invited
by the local horticulture
department few days back to
sell fruits of 120 trees.

Yesterday, the supporters
of Shahin and AL man
Mojnu sat in a meeting to
take decision on who would
accept the tender, local
sources said.

As both the groups
showed their interest to
accept the tender and give
commission to their rival
party men, a brawl took place
among them, police said.

At one stage, supporters of
Mojnu stabbed Shahin in his
head at about 11:30am, leav-
ing him dead on the spot.

A case was filed against 11
persons including Mojnu,
who is also an accused in at
least five cases, police said.

BNP may join

FROM PAGE 20
They said they might return
to the House after June 9,
the expected date for plac-
ing the budget for the next
fiscal year.

The current session
began on Sunday with BNP
boycotting. Apart from the
passage of the budget, the
session may hold discussion
on constitution amend-
ment.

“We didn't decide that we
won't return to parliament.
We'll do what is good for the
country,” said RA Gani, the
senior most member of the
standing committee, when
asked about their joining the
House.

Lt Gen (retd) Mahbubur
Rahman, also a standing
committee member, said: “1
hope the government will
create congenial environ-
ment for the opposition in
parliament, as our lawmak-
erswant to joinit.”

The government is con-
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spiring against multiparty
democracy, and it cannot go
unchallenged in and outside
the House, said another
senior member of the com-
mittee.

BNPE, however, will not
take part in “any process” of
amending the country's
constitution, as it has taken
stance against any changes
to the country's charter.

Party insiders in return for
anonymity said a section of
senior leaders are mounting
pressure on the party high-
ups not to join parliament
now while another group is in

favour of joiningit.
Of late, senior leader
Moudud Ahmed and oppo-

sition chief whip Zainul
Abdin Farroque said they
would not return to the
House if the government
did not respond to their
call.

Moudud said the party
would join the session if
cases against Khaleda Zia
are withdrawn while
Farroque said the govern-
ment must declare a mid-
term election before they
join parliament.

Shifting the stance,
Farroque on Sunday said
BNP's parliamentary party
will take the decision on the
issue.

After boycotting for 74
consecutive sittings since
last June, lawmakers belong-
ing to BNE, Jamaat-e-Islami
and Bangladesh Jatiya Party
returned to parliament on
March 15.

The party boycotted the
session on March 24, the
last day of the 8th session,
protesting against the
speaker's refusal to hold
votes on each of the 1,030
amendment proposals they
had placed on the thanks-
giving motion on the presi-
dent's speech.
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