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Drama Serial
Cast: Jitu Ahsan,
Moushin

Hasim Masuduzzaman has directed and
written the play.

Today three plays will be staged. The
department of Theatre, Dhaka University
will stage “Dumb Waiter” at the National
Theatre Hall. Padatik Natya Sangshad
and Dhaka Drama will stage
“Janomanko” and “Chhaya Brikkho”
respectively at the Experimental and

Cultural Affairs, will preside over the
event.

be special guests.
Secretary to Cultural Affairs Ministry,

On the concluding day, May 27,
Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid

boyhood in Trishal and studied at
Darirampur High School.

Solo Sarod Recital

Artiste: Abhisek Lahiri
Organiser; IGCC, High
Commission of India, Dhaka.
Venue: Music and Dance Centre
Auditorium, Shilpakala Academy
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Date: May 23-29 Three local troupes staged four playsonthe  he play that featured a group of young Pop phenomenon of yesteryears, Pilu Momtaz, 1SN0 perdous Wahid and Fakir Alamgir at last year's Carroll

Time: 12p-8pm

second day (May 22) of the ongoing 1st
Dhaka International Theatre Festival at
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy (BSA). The

Theatre Art Unit staged “Muktadhara” and
“Magoj Shamachar” respectively at the
National Theatre Hall and Studio Theatre

actors. Among seasoned thespians,
Ferdausi Majumdar and Traupa Majumdar
performed in the play.

Shibtarai a good lesson, since they often
disobey the King. Bibhuti does so but the
kind and compassionate Prince Abhijit does

more. She died of heart attack at Apollo Hospital,
Dhaka at around 2am yesterday. She was 52. Born in
Dhaka, Pilu Momtaz was the third of renowned

initiated 'Bangla Pop' that attained mass popularity.
Pilu Momtaz was a treat to the ears and eyes on
TV and on stage. Her impassioned vocals domi-

‘Citycell-Channel 1 Music Awards'. The trio dedi-
cated their performance ot the classic "Ek Second-er
Nai Bhorosha” to their late friend, singer Firoz Shai.

The artiste left behind her husband Lieutenant
Colonel Anwaruzzaman and their only daughter
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Visitors at the exhibition.

DS CAFE

This month DS Café will have
popular actor Mahfuz Ahmed
take your calls. Readers will
have the opportunity to
converse with him on different

issues and interesting aspects
of his memorable roles. Call

tion on taking the stage -- the jury included the actors
Uma Thurman, Jude Law and Martina Gusman; the
writer Linn Ullmann (the daughter of Liv Ullmann and
Ingmar Bergman); and the directors Olivier Assayas,
Johnnie To and Mahamat Saleh Haroun.

It had been a strange, even surreal festival marked by
ecstatic visions and doomsday fantasies and nearly
hijacked when the Danish director Lars von Trier, in
competition with “Melancholia,” announced at the press
conference for his movie -- perhaps jokingly and cer-
tainly stupidly -- that he was a Nazi. He later apologised,
but was thereafter declared persona non grata by the
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the Belgian filmmaking brothers Jean-Pierre and Luc
Dardenne.”

The directing prize went, somewhat surprisingly, to
another Dane, Nicolas Winding Refn, for “Drive,” starring
Ryan Gosling as a stunt wheelman for the movies who
also works as a getaway driver. The movie had its fans,
especially perhaps those who were happy for a jolt of
action (and English dialogue) amid all the art films.

The jury prize was given to “Polisse,” from the actress-
turned-director Maiwenn, who also appears in this
rather frenetic if engaging drama about cops working in a
child protection unit.

(Top) Jean Dujardin won the best actor prize for his role in
“The Artist”, by Michel Hazanavicius; Kirsten Dunst poses

warring father-and-son Talmudic scholars. Cedar wasn't
there to accept in person, having not yet returned to
Cannes from Tel Aviv.

The Palme d'Or for the short film competition went to
“Cross Country,” from the Ukrainian director Maryna
Vroda; the Jury Prize was given to “Badpakje 46" from the
Belgian director Wannes Destoop. The Camera d'Or, for a
first-time director, went to “Las Acacias” from Pablo
Giorgelli, which was in Critics' Week, a separate competi-
tive parallel section. The grand prize at Critics' Week was

SOURCE: THE NEW YORK TIMES

rable one. Recital of Tagore's songs by Ahmed and their
rendition by Khan followed each other in turn for one and
half hours in front of a packed audience that included
Chief Minister of Meghalaya state, diplomats, leading
cultural personalities, Bangladeshi expatriates working in
international organisations and NGOs, students from
Bangladesh, and the Mission officials and their family
members.

The programme began with the Bangladesh High Com-
missioner to India Tarig Ahmed Karim welcoming the
guests. Karim spoke about the universality of the spirit of
Tagore and the joint celebration of the 150th birth anni-
versary of the poet by Bangladesh and India.

250-plus audience into the song.

“It is not merely a song. It is an inspiration. I deliber-
ately chose Indira Gandhi's translation because she was a
Visva Bharati student when Tagore was alive,” Khan told
The Daily Star later.

Dahlia Ahmed's recitation of Tagore's poetry in Bangla
and English with her usual flair and smoothness capti-
vated the audience.

The function also brought to light once again an often-
hidden talent of Bangladesh's Deputy High Commis-
sioner Mahbub Hassan Saleh as a recitation artist. On a
request from Chanchal Khan, the diplomat recited the
poem “Sonar Tori",
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The sizable presence of non-Bangla speaking people in The programme was yet another feather in the hat of BTV RANGLAVISION
the audience was not disappointed because Chanchal the Bangladesh High Commission in New Delhi, which News (Bangla) at 8:00 am News (Bangla) at 7:30am.
+ 1 biae inthel 1 hediul il : 2:00 pm.5:00 pm.8:00 pm. 1:30pm. 5:00pm. 7:15pm.
Khan also rendered the English versions of the songs and as In the last two years unleashed cultural diplomacy, 1n News (English) at 10:00am, 10:30pm.
explained their theme, background and context. He was a refreshing break from the past. The cultural diplomacy 4:00 pm, 10:00 pm. News Headlines (Bangla) at
Late Night News (Banglaand  10:00am. 12:00am. 4:00pm.

ably supported by Ahmed.
In the interest of non-Bengali audience, Khan recalled
the influence of Irish, Scottish and English folk music
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has seen holding of a first-ever Bangladesh Film Festival
in the Indian capital a year ago -- a resounding success --
and screening of films by directors like Zahir Raihan.

R R

Chanchal Khan (centre) and Dahlia Ahmed (to his right) at the programme.

English) 11:30 pm. (To be
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channels).
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