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Labourers of two bid win-
ners for cutting down dead
trees are allegedly felling
trees along
Lalmonirhat-Burimari
highway in Patgram and
Hatibandha upazilas of the

Following an auction on
April 13, the district council
issued letters of permission
to cut down 71 roadside
dead trees along
Lalmonirhat-Burimari
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highway in Hatibandha and
Patgram upazilas, said
Younus Ali, office assistant
of Lalmonirhat district
council.

Under the auction,
Lavlu Miah bought 39 dead
trees in Patgram upazila
for Tk 45 thousand and
Ashraful Haque bought 32
others in Hatibandha
upazila for Tk 27 thousand,

he said.
Locals alleged that the

bidders' men have contin-
ued cutting live trees for the
bor 1)

¥
» b Lt

£y
wn ¥

L g

X
-t

Bid winners for dead
trees felling live ones

last one week while their
hired goons always keep
watch, threatening the
people who question the
illegal act. They also show
‘auction papers' to justify
theiract.

"Lavlu Miah's labourers
have already felled at least
100 roadside trees in Bawra
area of Patgram upazila till
Friday evening. Only 18 to
20 of the felled trees were
dead and the others were
live," said Abdul Wahed Alj,

PHOTO: STAR

Workers felling a big live tree at Bawra in Patgram upazila under Lalmonirhat district.
Inset, another live tree being cut down in the same area.

42, a residence of Bawra
village.

“If we ask why they are
felling live trees, they show
us auction papers and say
that government officials
look into the matter,” he

said.
Sahidul Islam, 42, a

resident of Barokhata
village of Hatibandha
upazila, said Ashraful
Haque got an auction to
fell 32 roadside dead
trees along
Lalmonirhat-Burimari
highway in Hatibandha
upazila but his labourers
felled at least 70 road-
side trees, mostly live, in
a week till Friday eve-
ning. It seems many
more roadside live trees
will be felled in the name

of the auction.”
The two bid winners

'managed’ district council
officials to fell roadside live
trees from different spots
in Hatibandha and
Patgram upazilas, locals
alleged, adding that 30 to
35 labourers recruited for
the purpose can cut down
atleast 25 trees daily.

When contacted, Laviu
Miah said, "My labourers
are felling roadside dead
trees as per the auction in
presence of district coun-
cil officials. I will fell 39
dead trees that were auc-
tioned to me, not a single

more.”
Another bid winner

Ashraful Haque said, "Dis-
trict council officials
always remain present in
the areas where roadside
dead trees are being felled.
So there is no scope to fell
any additional or live

trees."
When contacted, act-

ing executive officer of
Lalmonirhat district
council Zakir Hossain
said, "Two staffs of dis-
trict council have been
deployed to watch road-
side tree felling and so,
contractors or their
labourers dare not felling
additional or live trees.
We will take action if
anyone is found guilty."

DEADLOCK AT BHASANI UNIVERSITY

Students thank ministry but vow
to continue fast unto death

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Tangail

Students of food technology
and nutritional science
(FTNS) department at
Maolana Bhasani
University of Science and
Technology (MBUST) con-
tinued their fast unto death
programme for the tenth
day vyesterday to realise
their two-point demand.

The demands are giving
BSc (Engineering) degree
instead of BSc (Honours)
degree to FTNS students and
removal of the vice-chancellor
(VC) ofthe university:

Around 60 of the fasting
students of the department
fell sick in the last few days
and were admitted to
Tangail General Hospital.
Three of them have been
sent to Dhaka Medical
College and Hospital
(DMCH) as their condition
deteriorated.

Meanwhile, the educa-
tion ministry in a handout,
signed by its senior infor-
mation officer Subodh
Chandra, on Sunday
expressed sympathy to the
fasting FTNS students and
urged them to withdraw
their programme and
return to classes.

The handout said no
university has the authority
to change any degree over-
riding the opinions of the
experts concerned.

The ministry also
sought cooperation of the
guardians so that the stu-
dents return to classes
ending their fasting
programme.

The students thanked
the ministry for issuing the
handout on the ninth day of
their fast unto death
programme. However, they
rejected the 'so-called’
experts' opinions submit-
ted by the university

authorities to the ministry
terming those 'false and
fabricated'.

The agitating students
claimed that the ministry is
hesitating to accept their
logical demand, as the
university, especially the
VC, are not extending coop-
eration.

They also expressed their
determination to continue
their programme until the
demands are met.

Over 200 students of the
department have been
boycotting their classes
since July 12 and holding a
series of agitations on the
campus and in the town
demanding BSc (Engineer-
ing) degree instead of BSc
(Honours) degree.

To realise the demand,
they started the latest fast
unto death programme at
Saheed Smrity Pouro Udyan
inTangail town on May 14.
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Students of food technology and nutritional science department of Maolana Bhasani
University of Science and Technology continue their fast unto death programme on the
tenth day yesterday.
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Shibir men at
SBMC beaten
up, handed

over to police

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Barisal

Activists of Chhatra League
(BCL), student front of rul-
ing Awami League, severely
beat up their rival activists of
Chhatra Shibir, student front
of Jamaat-e-Islami on the
Barisal Sher-e-Bangla
Medical College (SBMC)
campus and handed them
over to police yesterday.

Later, Prof Dr Abu Taher,
principal of SBMC lodged a
case against eight Shibir
activists with Barisal Kotwali
police station accusing them
of creating chaos on the
campus and assaulting
other students.

Zahangir Hossain, offi-
cer-in-charge of Kotwali PS,
said the principal called
police and asked them to
arrest five Shibir activists on
charge of creating distur-
bances on campus and
attacking BCL activists dur-
ing filling of examination
forms yesterday noon.

Kazi Saiful Islam, masters
examinee of B M College and
Shibir's city unit president,
Md Fahim, 4th year student
and Shibir unit president of
SBMC, Masum, Sanaullah
Sani, Sheikh
Muhammadullah of 5th year,
Faizullah, Mazharul Huq
Sajib, Nazimuddin of 4th year
at SBMC were accused in the
case while the last five were
handed over to police.

Md Fahim alleged that in
recent days, Maruf, Harun,
Soikat, Suchak, Ripon,
Mridul, Sajib, Rafi, Plabon
and other BCL cadres at
SBMC often assaulted Shibir
activists. They are also
engaged in illegal toll collec-
tion, he said.

Contacted, Saikot, VP of
SBMC Chhatra League unit,
refuted the allegation of
assault on Shibir activists
and extortion.

Suspected
Huji man
arrested

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
arrested a suspected opera-
tive of banned Harkat-ul
Jihad Al Islami (Huji) and
seized a few books on jihad
(Islamist uprising) in Sadar
upazila Sunday night.

The arrestee was identi-
fied as Md Obaidullah, 40,
son of Zobayer Rahman,
hailing from Lama upazila of
Bandarban district.

Commanding Officer of
Rab-12 SM Nadim Arefin
said, the elite force mem-
bers intercepted
Obaidullah near Tebunia
check post in the town at
about 9:30pm following his

suspicious movement.
The Rab men searched

his body and found four

books on jihad.
The elite force members

handed Obaidullah over to

police yesterday morning.
Later, Pabna Sadar

police produced him
before the court.

PHOTO: STAR
lllegal occupiers have erected walls to demarcate their 'plots' for shops on the bank of Shibbaria River near Kuakata in
Patuakhali district.

8 sued, others on

list for Patuakhali

river grabbing

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

Eight people have been sued
for constructing structures,
encroaching upon the
Shibbaria River in Kalapara

upazila of the district.
Upazila AC (Land) office

filed eviction cases against
the eight with the revenue
court on May 18. The
accused are Abdul Jabbar
Howlader, Sohag Mridha,
Sayed Howlader, Abul
Kalam, Raja Mia, Abul
Kashem, Mujibur Rahman
and Subhas Chandra. They
all are fish traders of

Mohipur area.
Assistant Commissioner

(AC-Land) Abdul Awal said
they served notices on the
grabbers on May 2 to remove
structures by May 9, but they
did not remove those within

the deadline.
“Initially, we have filed

cases against the eight. We
will sue the other grabbers in
phases,” the ACland said.

He said he has already
sent a letter to the deputy
commissioners, seeking
lawful steps to demolish the
illegal structures from both
sides of the river.

Shahajada Mia, surveyor
of Kalapara upazila land
office, told this correspon-
dent that they leased 23 plots,
each 16 feet in length and 14
feet in wide, to 23 fish traders
and freedom fighter to build
temporary structures on the

riverside for a year.
Before handing over the

plots to the lessees, they
have started constructing
concrete structures, violat-
ing the terms and conditions
of DCR (duplicate carbon
receipt) and at least 100 such
structures have already been
constructed, occupying 30
to 40 feet inside the river in
Mohipur and Alipur areas,

he added.
Siddik Mollah, president

of Mohipur Fish Traders
Association', said local

administration demolished
all illegal structures on both
sides of the Shibbaria River
in 2007. Later, land office
gave DCRs to local fish trad-
ers to build temporary struc-
tures to do their business.

Two fish market--
Mohipur and Alipur--are
situated on both sides of the
Shibbaria River. The markets
are famous for hilsa trading
as fishing trawlers get easy
access to the markets
through both estuaries of
the river from the Bay after
fishing.

The river is also a safe
place for the fishermen as
they can easily enter the
river during cyclone and any
other disasters to save them-
selves and their trawlers.

“We have already taken
up a project involving Tk 65
crore to set up a harbour
here, said Abdul Wadud,
deputy divisional engineer
of Water Development
Board for Kalapara circle.
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