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All programmes are in local
time. The Daily Star will not

be responsible for any
change in the programme.
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Solo Exhibition

Sculptor: Samiran Dutt
Venue: Shilpangan Gallery,

& Dhanmondi

Date: May 13-24
Time: 10pm-8pm

Friday Film Show

Film Title: Man to Man
Venue: Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka, Dhanmondi

Date: May 27

Time: 6pm

Solo Sarod Recital

Artiste: Abhisek Lahiri

Organiser: IGCC, High Commission
of India, Dhaka.

Venue: Music and Dance Centre

at the National Theatre Hall of Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy (BSA) on May 21.
Ramundu Majumdar, the President (world-
wide) of ITI formally inaugurated the 10-day
programme, while Information and Cultural
Minister Abul Kalam Azad was present as
the chief guest. Also present as special
guests were Director General of BSA, Liakat
Ali Lucky and Secretary General of Bangla-
desh Group Theatre Federation (BGTEF),
Jhuna Chowdhury.

In his message, Ramendu Majumdar
welcomed the participating theatre groups
from Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Singapore
and Hong Kong. “"Because of its various
continuing initiatives like organising semi-
nars, festivals, workshops and above all,
bringing out publications, Bangladesh ITI
enjoys a prestigious position among the ITI
member-countries,” he said.

The inaugural session of the programme

Madhusudan's “Birangana Kabyo” fea-
tures the agony of female characters from
the epic “Mahabharat”. “Birangana Kabyo"
has 11 verses, from which Shuvashis

Dushyanta, who has abandoned her.
Where Shuvashis highlights the grief of
being forsaken through Shakuntala, he tries

to depict a resentful woman as he narrates

The last act of the play features Jona's
letter to her husband Neeldhaja. After Arjun
killed his son, Neeldhaja signs a peace
accord instead of avenging the death. A
bereaved Dushala writes a letter rebuking
her husband's seeming cowardice.

Shuvashis has written the play in a lyrical
form known as “poyar”.

Jyoti Sinha played the four characters. It is
a tough act for any performer to adapt four
major literary characters in a single produc-
tion with ease. Jyoti made a truly commend-
able effort to reach the zenith of the charac-
ters' emotions.

Compared to “Kohe Birangana”, Buds
Theatre Company's (Singapore) production
“Shades” seemed rather run of the mill. The
play is a simple love story with controversial
undertones based on cultural and religious
identities.

The Nazrul Memorial Gentre in Kazir Shimla.

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh

Nazrul memorabilia at two Smriti Kendra
(memorial centres) in villages Kazir
Shimla and Namapara, of Darirampur,
Trishal draw the attention of visitors far
and wide.

Nazrul, born in Churulia of Burdwan
district, West Bengal on May 25, 1899
spent a year of his boyhood in Kazir
Shimla and Darirampur in Trishal here

donated land for the Nazrul Library in
1974 but the establishment is unfortu-
nately in a derelict state now. “We want
greater development of the memorial
centres with proper supervision by the
government,” said Durdana.

There were pledges on different occa-
sions marking the poet's birth anniversary
celebration, to establish other institutions
at Kazir Shimla to pay homage to Nazrul,
but such pledges are yet to be fulfilled,
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Exhibition featuring

north-east Indian painters

Monirul Islam’'s

sOlo exhibition at

Kazir Shimla in 1914.

Nazrul memorabilia housed at the two
centres include gramophones and records
(released by His Masters Voice Company);

and white photographs of the poet.
The memorabilia can be seen on the
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Children and their guardians attended the
show.

This month DS Café will have popular
actor Mahfuz Ahmed take your calls.
Readers will have the opportunity to

converse with him on different issues and

interesting aspects of his memorable
roles. Gall 8126155 on May 25, between 3
and 4pm, to speak to Mahfuz Ahmed!!!

Tough Choice for Jury as Cannes Curtain Comes Down

The Cannes film festival jury led by
Robert De Niro faces a tough choice
as it picks the winner of the Palme
d'Or top prize, with movies from
Finland, Spain, the United States
and France all in the frame.

Guessing the winner of the
world's biggest cinema showcase,
overshadowed this year by the
shock exit of Danish director Lars
Von Trier for joking that he was a
Nazi, is notoriously tricky.

The race in 2011 is seen as
unusually open-ended, however,
with U.S. maverick Terrence Malick
a slight favourite for his metaphysi-
cal epic “The Tree of Life” starring
Brad Pitt.

Also heavily favoured by Cannes'
notoriously picky critics are Finnish
film maker Aki Kaurismaki's com-
edy “Le Havre,” silent, black-and-
white romance “The Artist” from
France and Spaniard Pedro
Almodovar's thriller “The Skin I Live
In".

A further five movies won pas-
sionate, though not unanimous
support, underlining how this year's
selection has upped the ante after
some disappointing competitions
in recent years.

“My choice for Palme d'Or would
be Aki Kaurismaki's 'Le Havre', with
Pedro Almodovar's 'The Skin I Live
In' and the Dardenne brothers' 'Kid
With A Bike' runners-up,” said Mike
Goodridge, editor of movie publica-
tion Screen.

“My betting is that a Robert De
Niro-led jury will go for "'The Tree Of
Life',” he added.

In addition to the films, the A-
listers came out in force, the parties
were loud and lavish and the giant
market saw bustling trade in signs
that the financial crisis that damp-
ened recent festivals was finally
fading from view.

The movies were reduced to a
sideshow on Wednesday, when Von
Trier joked at a news conference
about being a Nazi and Hitler sym-
pathiser in an outburst which
prompted the festival to take the
unprecedented step of throwing
him out the following day.

Von Trier told Reuters the deci-
sion came as a shock and reiterated
that he was sorry if he had caused
offence. He added, however, that his
ignominious exit from a festival
where he won the Palme d'Or in
2000 could enhance his credentials

A scene from “The Tree Of Life”, one of the favourites at this year's festival.

as a rebel.

His competition movie “Melan-
cholia’, starring Kirsten Dunst and
Charlotte Gainsbourg as sisters
facing annihilation in a cosmic
collision, remained in competition,
meaning that, in theory at least, it
could win prizes including the
Golden Palm.

A more likely winner was semi-
recluse Malick, who presented his
long-awaited take on life and death
in a sweeping tale featuring footage
of space, dinosaurs and volcanoes.

cues an African immigrant from
capture.

Belgium's Dardenne brothers
have a chance of a record third

Golden Palm with their popular
“The Kid With A Bike", while
another movie about troubled
childhood, “We Need to Talk About
Kevin" by Lynne Ramsay, led the
field among female directors.
Almodovar took a walk on the
dark side with a twisted thriller
about a surgeon, played by Antonio
Banderas, out for revenge and Tur-
key's Nuri Bilge Ceylan impressed

shathe”,
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Street theatre festival
in Kishoreganj

TAFSILUL AZI1Z, Kishoreganj
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A three-day long street theatre festival in Kishoreganj
ended recently.
Bangladesh Potho Natok Parishad, in association with

Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy, organised the festival at Shahid

Minar premises on
Gurudayal Government College campus in Kishoreganij.

Nine theatre groups staged their plays during the festival
with the slogan “Natok hobey raajpothe, jibon-juddho eki

Most of the plays at the festival focused on Liberation

The movie divided critics, as did
Von Trier's film that tackled equally
big themes in a more pessimistic
way.

Two light-hearted stories were
among the favourites, unusual for

viewers with his slow, beautifully
crafted “Once Upon a Time in
Anatolia”.

Dane Nicolas Winding Refn was
in the race with violent chase movie
“Drive”, starring Ryan Gosling, while
Paolo Sorrentino turned Sean Penn
into a washed up, depressed Goth

War, need to bring war criminals to justice, corruption,
eve teasing, underage marriage and other social issues.
On the inaugural day, Nobodiganta Theatre staged the
play
“Shyamol Chhaya”; Charjapad Natyagoshthi staged
“Taal” and Manobadhikar Natya Goshthi staged "Aundher
Dhondo”.

Cannes where sombre, downbeat
films tend to dominate.

rocker in “This Must Be the Place”.
Last to be screened was “The
Source”, Radu Mihaileanu's film of

On the second day, Nibedita Natyangan staged the play
“Chhokku Pagla” and Bahubreehi Natya Parishad
staged “Khepa Paglar Pyachal”.

“The Artist” is a bold romance
that transports viewers back to the
1920s pre-“talkie” era in Hollywood,
while Kaurismaki brought “Le
Havre”, a touching, stylised comedy
about an old shoe shiner who res-

an Arab woman taking on the men
in her village in a story reflecting the
spirit of "Arab Spring” uprisings.

SOURCE: THE NEW YORK TIMES

On the concluding day of the festival, Chandrabotee
Theatre staged the play “Trash”; Procheeto Shangskritik
Paribar staged "Ekhoni Shomoy” and Ekota Natya
Goshthi, Kishoreganj staged the play “Royal Bengal Tiger”.

Sharif Sadi, principal of Kishoreganj Municipality
Women's College inaugurated the festival.

Kazi Rafizullah, said that her family

The three-day
programme, titled
“Tomar Srishtir Poth”,
marking 150th birth
anniversary of
Rabindranath Tagore
ended at Bengal Gallery
of Fine Arts, Dhanmondi
in the city on May 21.
The concluding day's
programme featured
Tagore's songs
articulating bliss and
woes, and a dance
performance. Tagore
singers Bulbul Islam,
Mohiuzzaman
Chowdhury and Iffat Ara
Dewan sang, while
noted artiste Tamanna
Rahman presented a
dance based on a
Tagore poem titled
“Nadi”. The dance piece
was presented recently
at Sangeet Natak
Akademi, Delhi.
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Late Night News (Bangla and
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channels).
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News Headlines (Bangla) at
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