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Train, jeep
collision Kills
17 in India

REUTERS, Patna

At least 17 people were
killed when an express train
collided with a crowded
jeep which was driving
across an unmanned rail-
way crossing in the eastern
Indian state of Bihar, police
said yesterday.

The victims were travelling
on their way to participate in
the victory procession of a
candidate who was elected as
the head of a local village. The
train was coming from the
Indian capital New Delhi to a
city in northern Bihar's
Madhubanidistrict.

"Right now, I can see 17
bodies lying on the railway
track,” senior police official
Saurabh Kumar told
Reuters by phone from
Madhubani, some 160 km
north of Patna.

India's UPA govt steps
into third year

No work done by Left govt in WB: Mamata

OuR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

It is possibly the worst of time for India's
Congress-led UPA government which yesterday
stepped into its third year of its second succes-
sive five-year tenure hemmed by a series of
major scams and failure to make much head-
wayoneconomicreformsinabigway.
However, in the eyes of global leaders and
investors, India is "coming of age” and a
number of global leaders have acclaimed
New Delhi as a responsible rising power,
inviting it to take the seat at high tables of

international affairs.

An economic growth rate of 8.5 per cent
this year has put India firmly alongside China
as one of the world's fastest-growing econo-
mies and several multinational companies
eyeing the huge growing market in India.

On the domestic front, the government of
79-year-old Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, who got to the Prime Minister's seat

after Sonia Gandhi refused to assume the
office in the summer of 2004, has been hop-
ping from one problem to another in the last
over eight months.

The only relief that came for Congress
was recent results of elections to five state
legislative assemblies as the party retained
its government in Assam convincingly, man-
aged to wrest Kerala from the Left parties
and was in a happy position in West Bengal
where its ally Trinamool Congress ended 34
years of Marxist rule.

In West Bengal, taking stock of the func-

tioning of various departments, Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee on Saturday
attacked the Left Front rule in West Bengal,
saying "practically nowork" has been done.
"It has become clear after having detailed
discussions with the secretaries of the
departments that practically no work has
been done over many years during the Left
Front''srule,” she told reporters.

JS budget session starts, BNP away
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the caretaker government

system.

All signs signal that the
opposition lawmakers are
set to boycott the current
session of the parliament
too, as they seem to have
opted for waging street
agitations against the gov-
ernment to realise their
demands.

"I am sincerely urging the
opposition MPs to join the
parliament, and to speak
about their political issues
for strengthening parlia-

mentary democracy,” the
speaker said.
He said it is the duty of MPs

to work for democratic prac-
tices, and to make the people
aware of national and interna-
tionalimportantissues.

"In all democratic states,
parliament is the main centre
for discussion on all national
and international issues. In
Bangladesh itis also the same
for the government and

MPs," the speaker said.

BNP Parliamentary Party
yesterday said the main
opposition will decide its
next course of action
regarding the parliament's
session after BNP chief
Khaleda Zia returns home
from abroad.

Opposition Leader
Khaleda Zia is now visiting
the US, and scheduled to
return home on May 29.

Flanked by a dozen party
lawmakers, Opposition
Chief Whip Zainul Abdin
Farroque, on behalf of BNP
Parliamentary Party, spoke
at a media briefing in the
parliament's Media Centre.

He called upon President
Zillur Rahman to dissolve the
parliament for holding "mid-
term elections”, as according
to Farroque, the present
parliament has failed to meet
public expectations.

"We are demanding mid-
term polls to save the coun-

try from the present govern-
ment's one-party rule,”
Farroque said.

Asked whether they will
resign from the parliament as
they are demanding mid-
term polls, Farroque did not
give a direct reply. He said,
"Our resignation is not the
question, as we are demand-
ingmid-term polls.”

Asked which one is their
real demand for returning
to the parliament, when the
party's different leaders for
the last couple of days were
raising various demands
and conditions, Farroque
said, "In fact all of those are
our demands, though we
know that the present gov-
ernment will not be able to
materialise any of those."

BNP-led opposition did
not attend the last two bud-
getary sessions. In 2009, the
opposition lawmakers
started boycotting the House

in June. After remaining
absent from 64 consecutive
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sittings, they returned to the
House on February11, 2010.

They again started boy-
cotting the parliament in June
2010. This time they boy-
cotted 74 consecutive sittings
and joined the House on
March 15.

Treasury Bench Chief
Whip Abdus Shahid in a
media briefing termed the
opposition's demands con-
tradictory as different lead-
ers of the party are raising
different demands. He urged
the opposition MPs to join
the House.

Meanwhile, the Business
Advisory Committee (BAC) of
the parliament yesterday at a
meeting, with the speaker in
the chair, decided that the
House will hold at least a 40-
hour discussion on the pro-
posed budget for the next
fiscal year.

Finance Minister AMA
Muhith is set to place the
budget on June 9, which will
be put to lawmakers' votes
on June 30.

After today, the session
will be adjourned till 5:20pm
of May 30, according to the
BAC decision.

Two bills were placed in
the parliament yesterday,
and were sent to the parlia-
mentary standing commit-
tees on respective ministries
forscrutiny.

Social Welfare Minister
Enamuul Haque placed a bill
seeking to enact a new law for
rehabilitation of vagabonds
by repealing the existing
BengalVagrancy Act 1943.

Law Minister Shafique
Ahmed placed a bill seeking to
amend the law on providing
legal aid to insolvent people.

He also placed the Dhaka
Elevated Express way
Project (Land Acquisition)
Ordinance 2011.

President Zillur Rahman
promulgated the ordinance
onMay12.

N

in traditional
attire argue with
police personnel
after some activ-
ists were
arrested during a
general strike
called by the
National Protest
Committee of
Chhetri Samaj
(Chhetri
Society),
demand the
drafting of a new
constitution, in
Kathmandu
yesterday.
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Cheers for country
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the blue.

And how distinctly different
that feat was! This unher-
alded adventurer did it all
alone. The country did not
have to spend a single penny
or do any favour for this
amazing achievement. He is
the hero of a few heroes we
have, a new household

name--Musa Ibrahim.
This success-starved

nation missed no chance to
celebrate the extraordinary
feat. An unprecedented
euphoria and frenzy went on
for days, weeks and months
across the country, with top
politicians seizing the spot-
lights. Reception after recep-
tion was accorded in his hon-
our, with Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina leading the way.
He was not used to this

level of public attention. He
is a journalist, a person
behind the news. Well, it
happens even when a jour-
nalist himselfbecomes news
of this magnitude.

Musa was truly soaked in
love. With the bouquets in
last one year, he could have
built a small flower hill at his
backyard. Ironically though,
flowers only could fill his
heart. But reality presses him
for a different requirement---

crossed Tk 46 lakh. He could
arrange Tk 11.50 lakh from a
couple of sponsors after
months of persuasion.
Promises were there but
those were not kept when
date for the mission drew
nearer. Musa went to every-
body he knew and tried in
vain to convince them. Some
of who talked positively
earlier reacted angrily at his
request. He was certainly
down in dumps but never
gave up hope. Rejection got
his resolve stronger. He
became a man possessed,
completely oblivious of the
fact that he was on the verge
of losing his job and ruining
his family life with this
obsession for the adventure.
When no further financial
support came in, he got
more desperate. He finally
shored up the deficit by
exhausting the savings of his
wife and bank account of his
married sister. With a steely
determination, he raised
above all the odds to accom-
plish his dream and brought
a huge occasion for the

country to celebrate.

The country celebrated it
indeed. But, unlike the way it
celebrated any other
achievement in the sports
arena. We all saw how each
government went gaga over
any international match by
our cricketers and football-
ers. Cash bonanza, flats,
lands and whatnots flowed in
so automatically from gov-
ernments and as well as from
entrepreneurs for very rare
good performances in World
Cups or a cricket match
series. We never thought of
taking away those gifts when
those heroes bit the dust in
next matches. So strongis our
patience and passion for
those fickle performers!

Musa did not for sure think
of making money by conquer-
ing the Everest. Neither the
government nor any compa-
nies, except for Dhaka Bank,
came forward to offer a cash
reward that goes well with an
achieverlike him.

He has featured in an
advertisement of Shah
Cement, earnings of which

he handed over to his sister
along with Dhaka Bank's Tk 5
lakh. Only Tk 11 lakh is
repaid, and he knows he
needs to do a lot more before
he gets out of the red.

His organisation, the
North Alpine Club, organ-
ised an exhibition on photos
taken by him on the Everest
and a swimming event
where he crossed the Bangla
Channel (sea channel from
Teknaf to St Martin's).
Bangla Academy is about to
bring out a book on his
adventure. Money is being
raised at a snail's pace. He is
planning some more events
that would spin money. But
one thing he will never plan
is to seek money from others
torepay theloan.

“I'have to move on and get
things done for myself. In no
way I can stay stuck in loan,”
says Musa with a smile.

He looks so solid and
serene in his dignity. His
Everest success is savoured
by all but his loan is shared
by none. Musa has learnt to
live with that reality.

Urea Fertilizer Factory Limited

(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Chemical Industries Corporation)

TENDER NOTICE

Government of the peoples Republic n@gllﬂﬂh

the money:. It leaves him with Ministry of Industries -
anuphi]ltasknfrepaﬂngthe 3| Agency Bangladesh Chemical Industries Corporation (BCIC) I
hefty loan he committed a | W3V pron e crrity Name Urea Fertilizer Factory Ltd. (UFFL), Ghorasal, Narsingdi
year back to support his | g hecinion of Goods To purchase various size of Nut Bolt i
desperats Everestiiss or tat & da UFFL/LP-130/10-11/624 Dt 16-5-2011

Thanks to the nature of the Invitation Ref. & date e . {
profession, all journalists | || Key Information
take risks. But Musa set his | || 6) |Procuring Method Open Tendering Method (OTM)
eyes beyond the profession Fundl Information I
and on a bigger risk. It was Sudget and source o
rather a strange ambition for artlﬂUlﬂl' mﬂrﬂlﬂ on
a person from an ordinary ) | Tender Last selling date Date: Mﬂi (During Uﬁnﬁn In;".i{ |

: Date: () s me: 11.0§) A.

middle class family. It
required a world of courage, -

(Date: 07-06-2011 Time 1110 A M

conviction and commitment s.umg Tender Documents (Prhup.n Eund]mﬂmm, Bclc, Bl:m Bh-hm{sa: floar), 30-31 mmm.uuh.
to pursue such dream, let m{m} _ . srabad C/A s
alone makingit true. Z]MMW(MF]. IIFFLGI'nmL Ham:gch |

Musa lived up to hisdream | |3 .- :
filly, An Everest adventure ls Receiving Tender Documents IIUmFﬂ%EFﬁdﬂ}' Lad,, Ghorasal, Narsingdh. Administration Bhaban Local}
awfully expensive. He worked | | grening Tender Documents ' General Manager(Commercial), Urea Featilizer Factory Itd, Ghorasal,Narsingdi.
on his budget in the most In presence of the bidders or their authorized agents (If inferested)
conservative manner yet it . - e —

Information for Tender

IO given one more month
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submitted by Criminal

Investigation Department's
Special SP Abdul Kahar
Akand, who is investigating
the case.

In the petition, he men-
tioned that Harris Chowdhury;,
former political secretary to
the then prime minister
Khaleda Zia, had links with the
grenade attack.

He also said Harkatul
Jihad al Islami chief Mufti
Abdul Hannan had told a
Dhaka court on April 7 that
two former directors general
of National Security
Intelligence were involved in
the conspiracy.

The DGs, Maj Gen (retd)
Rezzaqul Haider Chowdhury
and Brig Gen (retd) M Abdur
Rahim, were earlier shown
arrested in the case and
remanded.

Hannan also disclosed
names of Huji leaders--
Moulana Sheikh Farid and
Abdul Hannan Sabbir--and
Jamaat Secretary General Ali
Ahsan Mohammad
Mojaheed. So, a process is
pending to interrogate
Mojaheed at the jail gate.

Meantime, grenade suppli-
ers and instigators have already
been identified after squerring
information from arrested

accused and witnesses.
So, the IO prayed for exten-
sion of time to identify gre-

Necessary papers to be submitted complying with the conditions mentioned
To purchase various size of Nut Bolt

nade suppliers and instigators
who have been absconding
since the casewas filed.

With this, the CID has
received 21 months' time in
ten phases to complete the
investigation into the case filed
for killing 23 people including
AL leader Ivy Rahman and
injuringscoresintheattack.

The judge asked the CID to
submit the report on June 22.

The same court on April
24 extended time for further
investigation into the case,
which ended yesterday.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
Hiring Consulting Firm to conduct Institutional Capacity Assessment of the MIE Wing of LGD
To develop and strengthen M&E procedures and decentralization mechanism at district and Upazilla level.

Bangladesh

United Nations Development Programme in Bangladesh seeks proposals from interested, registered,
and well qualified organizations for "Institutional Capacity Assessment of the MIE Wing of LGD to
develop and strengthen M&E procedures and decentralization mechanism at district and upazilla level.

All interested firms may collect the bidding Documents (RFP) by applying to the below email
Address: javed.noman@undp.org

Submission of Proposal: The envelopes should state ''Institutional Capacity Assessment of the
MIE Wing of LGD to develop and strengthen M&E procedures and decentralization
mechanism at district and upazilla level' and should be addressed to the UNDP Procurement
Unit, IDB Bhaban (12th Floor), Begum Rokeya Sharani, Agargaon, Dhaka-1207.

The deadline for submission of Proposal is 07 June, 2011, 12:30 PM.




