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C'Ron eyes record

AFP, Madrid
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Real Madrid star Cristiano Ronaldo is look-
ing for personal glory on Saturday when the
Portuguese star aims to beat the all-time La
Liga goals record of 38 on the final day of
~ theseason.
‘ W Ronaldo equalled the record, set by
Athletic Bilbao's Telmo Zarra in 1951 and
L F P matched by Real Madrid's Mexican icon
Hugo Sanchez in 1990, last weekend and
can post a new landmark when Real host already-relegated
Almeria at the Santiago Bernabeu.

On a personal level Ronaldo has been a huge success but
the silverware has not been as forthcoming with the Kings
Cup win not enough to satisfy the former
Manchester United man in a season where
Barcelonawrapped up thetitle.

"It could be my best season in terms of
goals but as a team we wanted to win the
Champions League and league titles," said
Ronaldo.

Barcelona are still basking in their third
successive league title and their final game of
the season at Malaga on Saturday will be
another chance to blood youngsters with the
Champions League final on the horizon.

Coach Pep Guardiola rested his weary
superstars last time out and is set to do the same as his team
go for the double in the Champions League final against
Manchester United atWembley on May 28.

French full back Eric Abidal is one player stepping up his
fitness in a desperate attempt to make the showpiece having
overcome surgery onaliver tumour.

"If [ don't play in the final then it is not a problem," said
Abidal. "I am lucky because the fitness team know me well
and will get me in top form for this day."

In-form Malaga have taken 16 points from the last 18 but
have nothing to play for.

At the bottom of the table, the relegation battle will go
down to a nail-biting final Saturday as six teams aim to beat
the drop.

FIXTURES

all 2000 GMT unless stated
Malaga v Barcelona (1600 GMT), Real
Madrid v Almeria (1800 GMT), Hercules
v Sporting Gijon (1800 GMT), Real

Sociedad v Getafe, Osasuna v Villarreal,
Espanyol v Sevilla, Levante v Real
Laragoza, Real Mallorca v Atletico

Madrid, Deportivo La Coruna v
Valencia, Racing Santander
v Athletic Bilbao

Almeria and Hercules are already relegated but one spot
remains.

Real Zaragoza are currently third from bottom but are just
one point from safety going into the final match at Levante.

Getafe hover one point above the drop zone and must
improve their wretched away record against a Real Sociedad
team that are also not yet safe. Getafe have not won on the
roadintheleague in five months.

Sociedad are two points above the relegation places and
need a point to stay up.

Deportivo La Coruna are one point above the bottom
three and hostaValencia side that have already secured third
place.

Osasuna and Real Mallorca, both two points above the rele-
gation zone, are the other two sides involved in the dogfight and
willhope to make home advantage count.

Osasuna entertain a Villarreal side that
have wrapped up fourth place, while
Mallorca host a Atletico Madrid team that
need a victory to try and secure a top six fin-
ish.

The race for the Europa League is also set
to go down to the wire with three sides jos-
tling for two places.

Sevilla, Athletic Bilbao and Atletico
Madrid are all locked on 55 points heading
into their final games of the season.

As it stands, Atletico would be the one
team to miss out due to their inferior head to head record
and the current Europa League holders will hope their rivals
slip up and they can win at Mallorca.

It will be manager Quique Sanchez Flores' last game in
charge of Atletico after he declared his intention to leave at
the end of the season and finishing in Europe is crucial for
the club to have any chance of holding on to star Argentine
striker Sergio "Kun" Aguero.

Sixth-placed Bilbao are in a similar situation with their
Spanish striker Fernando Llorente but know victory at Rac-
ing Santander will guarantee them European football.

Sevilla, fourth last season, know a win at Espanyol would
secure fifth place as they have a better head to head record
over Bilbao and Atletico.

Mano overlooks Kaka

% 4 Football

REUTERS, Rio De Janeiro

Brazil playmaker Kaka has
been overlooked for the

Copa America while striker
Fred earned another shot at
the tournament when he
was named in coach Mano
Menezes's squad on Thurs-
day.

Menezes, who also left
out Ronaldinho, picked 28
players for friendlies at
home to Netherlands and
Romania next month from
which he will draw his
squad for the tournament
being hosted by Argentina

SQUAD

Goalkeepers:

Victor (Gremio), Jefferson (Botafogo),
Julio Cesar {Inter Milan), Fabio (Cruzeiro)
Defenders:

Lucio, Maicon (both Inter Milan),
Thiago Silva (AC Milan), David Luiz
(Chelsea), Luisao (Benfica), Andre
Santos (Fenerbahce), Daniel Alves,
Adriano (both Barcelona)
Midfielders:

Lucas (Sao Paulo), Lucas Leiva (Liver-
pool), Elano (5antos), Elias (Atletico
Madrid), Henrique (Cruzeiro), Jadson
(Shakhtar Donetsk), Ramires (Chelsea),
Sandro (Tottenham Hotspur), Thiago
Neves (Flamengo), Anderson (Man-
chester United)

Forwards:

Alexandre Pato, Robinho (both AC
Milan), Neymar (Santos), Nilmar
(Villarreal), Fred (Fluminense), Leandro
Damiao (Internacional)
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Brazil coach Mano Menezes addresses a press
conference at a hotel in Rio de Janeiro on Thursday.

in July.

“During the period of the
Copa America, Kaka will still
need to do some activities
related to his recovery so we
concluded in a recent chat
with him that it was still not
the time for a call-up,”
Menezes told a news confer-
ence.

Kaka has made a disap-
pointing comeback from
knee surgery for Real Madrid
this year and not managed to
reclaim a first team place.

Menezes said the only

player not in the squad to
defend the title that he
would wait for until the last
minute was Santos
playmaker Paulo Henrique
Ganso who has a thigh
injury.

“We're following the
player's recovery so we can
decide at the right moment.
He is the only player not
among these 28 who can be
called for the Copa Amer-
ica,” Menezes said.

Former Olympique Lyon
striker Fred, in consistently

good form since last season
when he led Fluminense to
the Brazilian championship
title, last played for Brazil in
a friendly against Chile in
March 2007.

The 27-year-old was in
Brazil's squad at the 2007
Copa America in Venezuela
but did not play after break-
ing afootintraining.

Midfielder Thiago Neves,
who helped Flamengo win
the Carioca (Rio) state cham-
pionship on May 1, was also
recalled for the matches
against Netherlands in
GoianiaonJune 4 and Roma-
nia in Sao Paulo three days
later.

Brazil last met the Dutch
in their 2010 World Cup
quarterfinal when they were
upset 2-1, while the Sao Paulo
friendly will double as former
World Cup-winning striker
Ronaldo's farewell match.

“There is no climate of
revenge,” said Menezes, who
succeeded World Cup coach
Dunga. “A victory won't
erase the past result and
that's not what we want.
We're looking to prepare for
whatwe have ahead.

“(In Sao Paulo) Ronaldo
will come on midway
through the first half and the
height of his party will be at
the interval. I'm very happy
to be able to take part in that
moment.”

Bochum's Slawo Freier (L) and Moenchengladbach defender Filip Daems fight for the ball

during the first leg of their Bundesliga relegation match at Borussia-Park on Thursday.
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Fergie doesn't like Twitter

% 4 Football

AFP, Manchester

Sir Alex Ferguson has joined the debate
about footballers' use of the social
networking Twitter site by branding it
"awaste of time".

The veteran Manchester United
manager was speaking at the end of a
week in which his club's high-profile
forward Wayne Rooney attracted
unwanted headlines for an on-line
dispute with one follower.

Rooney was also embroiled in a spat
with the broadcaster Piers Morgan, an
ardent Arsenal supporter.

Earlier this season, United midfielder
Darron Gibson opened a Twitter
account only to close it within minutes
after he received a large amount of
abuse from his own club's supporters.

After Arsenal manager Arsene
Wenger warned his players of the
potential "negative repercussions”
involved with the use of Twitter this
week, Ferguson is also conscious of the
problems involved with such exposure.

"It's about responsibility,” said
Ferguson, 69. "I think they (players) are
responsible for their actions, what they
say onTwitter.

"I don't understand it, to be honest
with you. I don't have the time to do it.
There are a million things you can do
with your life other than that. Go to a
library and read a book. I'm serious.
What a waste of time.

"But they seem to have a certain
momentum at the moment. Everyone
seems to want to doit.

"I don't understand it but it is some-
thing that we, as a club, are looking at
because there can be issues attached to
itand we don'twant that.”

Rooney, who had earlier vowed to
"put to sleep” a fan who abused him on
Twitter, later engaged in a spat with
CNN chat show host Morgan.

Morgan, an avowed Arsenal fan,
poked fun at Rooney following the
player's attendance at Manchester
United's awards night this week.

"What award did you win ... Fastest
Transfer U-Turn of the Year After Big
Cheque Arrived?," Morgan wrote,

referring to Rooney's demand for a
transfer earlier this season.

Rooney responded: "@piersmorgan
did u win 1 for most boring show of the
year. Stop hanging on to me pls. [ don't
want to knowu."

Wenger had claimed that Twitter
could be a positive phenomenon for
high-profile players as it allows them
to keep in touch with true fans -- an
argument with which Ferguson does
notagree.

"It's better if you just play well on the
pitch," he said.

Meanwhile, Ferguson revealed he is
still hopeful that Paul Scholes will
continue his career beyond next week-
end's Champions League Final against
Barcelona.

Scholes, 36, is out of contract this
summer and there is a strong school of
thought that he will retire, meaning this
weekend's game against Blackpool may
prove to have been his last at Old Trafford.

"I don't think so," said Ferguson of
that prospect. "We will discuss it and,
hopefully, encourage him to stay on
another year. We will talk at the end of
the year.”

Gladbach edge
out Bochum

AFP, Berlin

Belgium striker Igor de
Camargo gave Borussia
Moenchengladbach a 1-0
win at home to second-
division VL. Bochum in
Thursday's German league,
first-leg play-off to put his
side a step closer to safety.

Bundesliga side
'Gladbach will take a slender
advantage back to Bochum
on Wednesday in the sec-
ond-leg after de Camargo
tapped home with the last
kick of the game following a
goal-mouth scramble in the
93rd minute.

Although the fourth
official had indicated there
was two minutes of added
time, there was controversy
as two minutes 40 seconds of
extra time was shown on the
clock when 'Gladbach took
the final throw-in that led to
the goal.

Referee Guenter Perl blew
for the time immediately
after the goal as the
'Gladbach players cele-
brated wildly, while Bochum
were left fuming.

Having finished third
from bottom of the
Bundesliga last season,
'Gladbach must beat
Bochum, who finished third
from top of the second divi-
sion, to guarantee their
place in the top tier next
season.

In the play-off, the away-
goals rule used in European
competition applies.

Fight for survival

AFP, London

Five teams will be fighting
¢ for survival on Sunday as the
English Premier League
reaches its climax with what
: is poised to be one of the
most fraught relegation battles in years.

With Manchester United wrapping up a
record 19th title last week, the final day of the
2010/2011 season will be dominated by
events at the foot of the table, where only one
point separates five teams.

West Ham were the first side to be rele-
gated after they slumped to a dramatic
defeat atWigan on Sunday.

The Hammers' exit has left Blackburn,
Wolves, Birmingham, Blackpool and Wigan
facing anerve-jangling finale.

ForWolves and Blackburn,
who face each other at
Molineux, the equation is
simple: victory will guarantee
their Premier League status
for another season.

The two clubs sit just above
the relegation zone with 40
points, followed by Birming-
ham, Blackpool and Wigan,
who all have 39 points.

Wolves had looked doomed for much of
the year but have climbed out of the drop
zone after a draw with Birmingham that was
followed by back-to-back wins over West
Bromwich Albion and Sunderland.

Wolves manager Mick McCarthy said he
had told his players to ignore the possible
permutations and stay focused on
Blackburn.

"Everyone's been in our ear holes -- the
media, mums, dads, kids, friends, saying
what if this happens or this happens,”
McCarthy said.

"But I just told them that if we won our
games there was nothing anybody else could

FIXTURES

Sunday
(all 1600 GMT):
Aston Villa v Liverpool, Bolton v Man
City, Everton v Chelsea, Fulham v

Arsenal, Man Utd v Blackpool,
Newcastle v West Brom, Stoke v Wigan,
Tottenham v Birmingham, West Ham v

Sunderland, Wolverhampton
v Blackburn.

do about it. We've done that and have got to
go and doitagain against Blackburn."

Blackburn boss Steve Kean's prepara-
tions could scarcely have been worse.

The Rovers manager was charged with
drunken driving following his team's 1-1
draw with Manchester United last week, and
was subsequently summoned to India for an
unscheduled meeting with the club's owners.

British press reports meanwhile have
suggested that Kean, who took over as man-
ager following the controversial dismissal of
Sam Allardyce in December, may be sacked
even if Rovers manage to stay up.

The fate of Birmingham, Blackpool and
Wigan may hinge on results elsewhere.

Blackpool face the toughest task, travel-
ling to Old Trafford to face
Manchester United knowing
theywill need to get aresult to
have any chance of staying
up.
Although the build-up has
been dominated by talk of
United fielding a weakened
team ahead of next week's
Champions League final
against Barcelona, Seasiders
manager lan Holloway has
backed his team to defy the odds.

"We've got to go to Manchester United
and probably get a win, and that might not
even be enough,” Holloway said.

"l believe it will be, though, because
Wolves are at home to Blackburn. I've had
some strange things happen in my life and
maybe the main man up there has written a
story that would probably beat Cinderella.

"And I believe we can do it, whoever
United put out. [want to spoil their party.”

Birmingham manager Alex McLeish has
called on his team to be fearless when they
travel to White Hart Lane for a daunting tie
with Tottenham, who are chasing fifth place
and a Europa League berth.

Pirlo going
to Juve

AFP, Rome

Italian midfield playmaker
Andrea Pirlo, out of contract
after 10 years with champi-
ons AC Milan, should be
playing at Juventus next
season, his agent said on
Friday.

"He still has some details
to sort out, but I think that
Andrea Pirlo is heading for
Juventus,” said Tullio Tinti,
saying that a three-year
contract was being dis-
cussed without giving
details of the salary.

"He'll make a decision in
the next few days, but Juve is
really the leading candi-
date," added Tinti.

Bastian out
for Germany

AFP, Berlin

Germany star Bastian
Schweinsteiger will play no
part in a friendly against
Uruguay on May 29 or in two
Euro 2012 qualifiers next

month because of injury, the
German football federation
(DFB) said Friday.
Schweinsteiger, who is
vice captain and who has 87
caps for Germany, "needs to
have a lengthy break," the
DFB said in a statement.
Germany have back-to-
back Euro 2012 qualifiers
against Austria on June 3 in
Vienna and against
AzerbaijanonJune 7 in Baku.

Riquelme's
Copa wish
ﬂﬁ Football

SOCCERNET

Boca Juniors star Juan Roman Riquelme is hoping to end
his three-year international exile and receive a call-up to
Sergio Batista's Argentina squad for this summer's Copa
America.

Riquelme, 32, has not played for the Albiceleste since
falling out with Diego Maradona in 2008 but after scoring
four goals in his past seven games for Boca, the former
Villarreal playmaker believes he has done enough to earn
an international recall.

"There's five matches left in the championship
(Clausura) and [ want to do well to see if I can be in the
CopaAmerica,” Riquelme told ESPN+.

A player whose inclusion in the squad is in doubt is
Carlos Tevez after Batista revealed the Manchester City
captain is unlikely to feature in his starting line-up at the
tournament in July, which is being hosted by Argentina.

"I know Carlos is a great player - he's played in two
World Cups, he is experienced - but right now my No. 9 is
Messi," Batista said. "Messi is going to play in that posi-
tion and I have Gonzalo Higuain to give me options."

Batista's recent revelation that Manchester City cap-
tain Carlos Tevez is unlikely to feature in his starting XI at
the tournament, which Argentinais hosting.

Riquelme expressed his surprise at Batista's com-
ments, but admitted that with such a talented group of
players there is always likely to be someone left disap-
pointed.

"I believe that Carlos has had a very good year and he
can give a lot to the team," Riquelme said. "[Though] It's
understood that being the national team manager is
complicated.

"There's always one left out. The World Cup is a clear
example. Lisandro Lopez was named the best player in
France and no one said anything. We are fortunate to
have many good players and there's always one left out.”
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WEEKLY QUESTION

Do you think the BCB can
hire the new head

coach by June 15?

Visit the sports page of
www.thedailystar.net to cast vofe

Follow The Daily Star Sport on

Cwikker

www. twitter.com/dssport

What to

il

SET Max
Indian Premier League
Punjab v Deccan

Live from 4:30pm
Delhiv Pune

Live from 8:30pm

TEN Cricket
West Indies v Pakistan
Second Test, Day 2
Live from 8:00pm

TEN Action+

LaLiga
Malaga v Barcelona
Live from 10:00pm
Real Madrid v Almeria
Live from 12:00am (Sunday)

Bangladesh League
Muktijoddha v 5k Russel
Time: 4:15pm
Venue: Bangabandhu
National Stadium



