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Dhaka Int'l Theatre Fest

already putting this into practice in Shantiniketan,
exploring the possibility of creating secular festivals
and celebration of collective art in an otherwise
socially and culturally fractured society.

Common Hindu festivals have often been collec-

piety and joy. However, Tagore was quick and astute
enough to observe that not only did these collective
festivals exclude people from other religions but
also these effectively kept at bay other Hindus who
had been systematically kept at the “bottom” of the
caste hierarchy. This systematic exclusion greatly
offended Tagore's innate humanism. He therefore

and hence introduced the celebration of seasons in
Shantiniketan.

Tagore and Shantiniketan
Tagore conceived the utshab (festival) as a celebra-

delicacies. Millions of people from all walks of life
attend the festival, dressed in red and white, in a
spontaneous expression of joy and fellow feeling.
While the biggest and the most spectacular cele-
bration takes place at the Ramna Park in central

Borsho Boron Festival is telecast live from Ramna
Park on Television. In places across the country,
communities from minority groups, such as those
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts celebrate the day in
their own unique and spectacular ways. Apart from
bringing forth the opulent cultural heritage of the

Chhayanat has taken great pains and has shown
formidable courage in ensuring that it remains
completely secular, non-sectarian and apolitical.
They have therefore consistently and very success-

abe radi

RA

o kv 89.2

Bhorer Janalay
Mukhorito Jiboney

Darun Dupurey

Raat-er Akashey

Golper Shesh Ne

RADIO FOURTI

Moner Manush

Bangla Feature K&

Cast: Chanchal

DIO

200 Baier Poka
Faorti Unlimited
Bumper to Bumper

Club Foorti

gham::ﬂmiia 2 tive endeavours in which a large number of people Dhaka, simultaneously thousands of similar smaller Duranto Bikeley 01:00  Backto Back music
ate: May 13- came together spontaneously in celebrations of . Shondhatara RADIO TODAY FM 89.6
Time: 10pm-8pm 5 ; y celebrations take le.CE ﬂ]IDUghﬂllt the country. The Shajer Maya 08:00 Good Morning Dhaka

|
1:0:0 Flash Back
l |slamic Program

Rupali Gaan

Chowdhury, [0k e

Prosenijit

Organiser: [Tl Bangladesh :
centre tion of diversity that excluded none. For him it was ﬁ:]ﬂguf;t:; ﬂjﬂﬁzmﬁ;ﬁr; iﬁ;;‘;’;lhﬂmp
' Venue: Bangladesh to be an event or cluster of events in which individ- E:er 6 o pn]iﬁrl:} S nesaiee Mnreaverp Harry Potter
;:ITI: ﬂ:‘ﬂ;: lﬁﬁfﬂemr NS and groLpe Wom 4 | gections OF he S0C ety - a attempts of fundamentalist groups to suhver’t the "t fhe ﬂrdelr
' would come together. Utshab therefore represented T evEntindudiosonce by hombing the venue illing of the Phoenix
a holistic celebration of the whole of human society, h g : < ool l'?ave omie b & nAtghL Gt of On HBO at 11:00pm
which presented the opportunity for shared aes- ‘ : : LAk : i Genre: Adventure/
A E@Eﬂmce e Erlzgﬁﬁtytic{:mdjng toTagore 1a00re approaching the festival grounds in Amrakunja, Shantiniketan (Pahela Boishakh in 1940). Seasonal celebration in Shantiniketan. 'Borsho Boron' in Dhaka. PHOTO: STAR dﬂhﬂkﬂ started ﬂﬂzﬂdﬂf the event ‘-’ﬂﬂt:lﬂ‘-:ﬂ E;—;Eﬂtﬂf Family
i i A etermination and enthusiasm since the bombin Cast: Daniel
Tagore Birth Anniversary scholar Kathleen M. O'Connell, while acknowledg-  spring and finally Pahela Boishakh celebrating the around these events. of Rabindra Sangeet and Bengali performing art Beside Ritu Utshab, (programmes celebrating the The main Borsho Boron programme organised by i1, 4 clear message reaffirming their faith and sup—g’ Raddiffe, Emma

Celebration

Organiser: Bengal Foundation
Venue: Bengal Shilpalaya, H
275/, Rd 27 (old), Dhanmondi
Date: May 19-21

Theatre

Play: Lal Jamin

Troupe: Shunnon

Venue: BExperimental Theatre
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ing the need for special types of individual and
group space, Tagore committed himself to the cre-
ation of an overall public space, where the extended
human family could gather and be made welcome.
About Religion, Tagore rightly observed that its
doors were open to a restricted group of people
who subscribed to it. Nature, on the other hand,
cradled all -- nature was above all considerations of
religion, cult, caste or class. As for festivals on
nature, if there was a “presiding deity”, that deity
was anyone and everyone who welcomed others
and participated under the canopy of the trees, the

Bengali New Year.

In addition to these, Tagore would also introduce
with great beauty and splendour, special commem-
orative events like the Brikkho-ropon (tree planting)
as a part of an annual environmental awareness
campaign. Many ethnic groups who lived in and
around Shantiniketan were invited to be part of
these celebrations.

While the Bashonto Utshab, observed on the full
moon night of the spring season (coinciding with
“Holi" -- the festival of colours), would be the most
spectacular and aesthetic of all festivals, the most

Tagore composed a large number of songs, plays
and wrote poems specifically for these occasions
and more often than not sang and performed in
plays during these festivals.

Tagore, Chhayanaut, Ramna Batomul and
Borsho Boron

The secular and collective festivals celebrating the
seasons still continue in Shantiniketan. However,
nowhere else does one find a truer, finer and
grander expression of Tagore's original idea of an
inclusive and artistic festival than in Bangladesh

forms).

Sawar Ali, one of the founding members of
Chhayanaut, has recounted the history of the insti-
tution very lucidly for us. The institution was
founded in 1961, the year that marked the birth
centennial of Tagore. The organisation sought to
counter the fundamentalist ideologies that were
forcefully imposed upon the Bengalis during Paki-
stani rule. It was the late Waheedul Haque and Dr.
Sanjida Khatun who conceived and orchestrated
Chhayanaut's first Borsho Boron programme in
1961.

seasons), there were programmes on Nazrul, Tagore
and other eminent Bengali poets. The special
Borsho Boron was arranged in the Ramna Park -- a
large green expanse in central Dhaka, and a well-
planned and impressive musical soiree took place
at the foot of an old expanding banyan tree. It is
reported that Dr. Noajesh Ahmed, known for his
expertise in biological science and photography,
spotted out the site to the organisers in 1967, the
place where it has been held since then with the
exception of two years. In the initial years, for the
Borsho Boron, there would be a few artists perform-

Chhayanaut generally starts at 6:15 in the morning
and lasts for approximately two hours. The event
now principally includes songs of the leading five
Bengali poets (Tagore, Nazrul, Atulprasad, D.L. Roy
and Rajanikant), folk melodies and other traditional
music, as well as recitation. Teachers, alumni and
students of Chhayanaut present solo, duet and
choruses and recitations at the event and it also
includes presentation of classical South Asian
instrumental music. With large number of artistes
singing in once voice, the choruses of Chhayanaut
are of the highest possible quality.

port to the essential values behind the festival.

Inter-religious, inter-community and non-
sectarian communion was something that deeply
occupied Tagore throughout his lifetime, just as
much as the lack of it continues to pose immense
problems in our largely troubled world today. It is
in this light that the Borsho Boron Utshab of
Bangladesh attains special value and universal
importance. Stemming fundamentally from an
artistic impulse, what started off as a modest
experiment of promoting secular festivals of the
seasons and collective art by Tagore in
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rium of BNM on May 18.

On the occasion, a rally was brought out in
the morning. The Nalini Kanta Bhattasali
memorial speech followed at poet Sufia
Kamal auditorium of the museum. Professor
Emeritus ABM Hossein, of Rajshahi Univer-
sity, delivered the speech.

A discussion and cultural programme were
held at the main auditorium of the museum
in the evening. Information and Cultural
Affairs Minister Abul Kalam Azad was the
chief guest at the event. Kazi Keramat Alj,

Fahim Hossain Chowdhury and Mita Haque sing at the programme (top). Tamanna Rahman
enacts the role of Devayani in “Bidaye Abhishap”.

rare treat: Rabindranath Tagore portrayed
on the canvas by eight senior painters from
Bangladesh.

Using Tagore as their muse, the
Bangladeshi artists have created their own
distinctive interpretation of the Nobel
laureate as a nature lover or a poet-
musician or as a poet-intellectual during a
weeklong art residency programme here,
titled “Bangla Tuli", as part of celebrations
to mark Tagore's 150th birth anniversary.

The six-day exhibition by Bangladeshi

Sircar said Tagore spent some of the best
years of his life (1891-1901) in East Bengal
(now Bangladesh) and is undoubtedly a
shared heritage between India and Bangla-
desh.

According to Sircar, with a view to break-
ing free the bondage of alphabet, Tagore
took up paintings at a later stage.

He said his ministry would organise
more such camps of artists with India's
neighbouring countries, including Pakistan,
to bring the people closer to each other.

Saleh hoped more such camps would be

projects would be undertaken in future to
bring the artists of Bangladesh and India
closer.

While the Bangladeshi artists portrayed
Tagore as a nature lover and writer of
romantic poetry and songs, the Indians
portrayed the visionary in the poet.

Mohammed Igbal's “Amar Sonar Bangla”
is made of two semi-abstract compositions
featuring Tagore's ideal Bengali village
inhabited by colourful animals, people and
the poet.

“l innovate on the traditional Japanese

“My pata, drawn from Tagore's poems,
depict the transient leaf -- at its birth,
youth, maturity and old age -- a symbol of
life,” said Nasreen Begum, Professor, Orien-
tal Department, Faculty of Fine Arts, Uni-
versity of Dhaka.

In Eunus' work, Tagore looks out of the
window from an abstract background.

“My journey has been one from abstrac-
tion to realism. On my canvas, [ have
locked Tagore in a frame within a frame,”
he said.

Hamiduzzaman Khan's Tagore is a wiz-

“My drawings have been inspired by the
landscape Tagore saw in Bangladesh,” said
the artist, an alumnus of the M.S. Univer-
sity of Baroda.

For Abdul Mannan, Tagore's personality
looms large over the green vistas and

Indian Cultural Secretary Jawhar Sircar speaks at the opening of the exhibition.

some face of Tagore in his middle-age has
so much character that a few strokes bring
it to life on canvas.”

“You cannot confine Tagore within geog-
raphy. He is a global icon,” artist Golam
Farooq Bebul of Rajshahi University said.
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(“Accion Mutante”, 1992) and Guillermo Del Toro
(“The Devil's Backbone”, 2001).

Eager to work with Antonio Banderas again for a
number of years now, Almoddvar seized the opportu-
nity to direct the actor in his role as Robert Ledgard, a
psychopathic surgeon who holds a young woman
hostage to serve as guinea pig. He wants her to model
a skin of his own creation, the invention that could
have saved the life of his wife a dozen years earlier
after a car accident left her disfigured.

This is the fifth time Antonio Banderas and Pedro
Almoddvar have worked together, ending the long

Pedro Almoddévar makes his fifth appearance in
Cannes. His fourth In Competition offering, “La Piel
que Habito"” (The Skin I Live in), is a disturbing film
noir which reunited him with Antonio Banderas 20
years after “Tie Me Up! Tie Me Down!”

Inspired by the novel “Mygale” by French author
Thierry Jonquet, the Spanish director explores new
territory in adding a quasi-horror story to his filmog-
raphy, navigating a new style characterised by vio-
lence, vengeance and twisted motives. While this is
his first foray into directing a thriller-horror, he has
previously produced thrillers by Alex de la Iglesia

hiatus that followed their previous collaborations,
“Matador” (1986), “Law of Desire” (1987), “Women on
the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown” (1988) and “Tie
Me Up! Tie Me Down!” (1990).

Pedro Almoddvar told newspaper El Pais that this
was one of the toughest projects of his career. He
described the film as: “Close to a horror like never
before, pushing the boundaries of the genre, with no
screaming or terror.”

News (English): 9:00 am,
6:00 pm.

5:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm,

of a dance-drama “Bidaye Abhishap”, an adap- 11:00pm

tation of a lyrical drama that Tagore wrote
during his stay at Patishor -- overseeing his
family estate. “Bidaye Abhishap”, depicts the
conflict between divine duty and earthly love.
The dance-drama was choreographed and
directed by noted dancer Tamanna Rahman.

Synopsis: Guru Shukracharya (donned by
Dipu Das) is seen praying and teaching his
disciples (including his daughter Devayani)
at his ashram (hermitage). Under the orders
of Indra, Kacha (a Brahmin youth and the
son of Brihaspati) descends to earth to

of Kacha's impending departure, her grief
knows no bound.

When her pleas fall upon deaf ears, she
curses Kacha: “A bearer of burdens you will
become hereafter, and futile will be your
efforts to use the art you have learnt.”

Subrata Das and Tamanna Rahman
enacted the roles of Kacha and Devayani
while Haider Ali and Monomi Tanzana Orthi
donned the respective roles in flashback.
Mahidul Islam and Shyamoli Sultana lent
their voices to the roles Kacha and Devayani.
Thandu Raihan designed the lights.

TALK SHOW

ATN BANGLA 10:40am  Tarokalap
08:30am  Islam Ki Bole Amra Boishakhi TV

ki Koni 10:50pm  Sat kahon
Lead News 12:00am  Zero Hour
Vision 2020 BANGLAVISION

Moha Shatta
Al-CQuran
Diganta TV

Rtv 12:05am

:
7
é
%
:
)
:

12:30am
07:00am
CHANNEL i
09:45am

12:05pm

12:05 pm

Tritio Matra
Kara Alaap

lllllllllllllllllllllll E R R R R R R R R R R R RN RN P E N RN RN LYo

Source: festival-cannes.fr

A scene from “La Piel que Habito”

Mews of the




