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World Trade Organisation Director General Pascal Lamy meets Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in Geneva of Switzerland on Tuesday, where she is
attending the 16th World Meteorological Congress and the 64th World Health Assembly.
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Call to ensure
women's rights
in Sundarbans

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a workshop yesterday said female and male
forest dwellers of the Sundarbans should have equal rights on
natural resources of the forest.

They said currently these women are facing discrimination
in collecting and processing the natural resources. They not
only have to face tigers, but also live in fear of attacks by rob-

bers, theyadded.
The workshop organised by BARCIK, a non-government

organisation working on lives of forest dwellers of the
Sundarbans, was held at Chhayanaut building in the city.
Presenting a paper on the challenges in establishing equal
rights of female and male forest dwellers in the Sundarbans,
gender specialist Rekha Saha said male forest dwellers get

pass to collect resources while females don't.
In her paper she said those who lost their husbands in tiger

attacks want rehabilitation from the government though the
government is thinking of introducing allowances for them.
Speaking as the chief guest, Ranjit Kumar Biswas, acting
secretary of social welfare ministry, said only this ministry
cannot solve the different problems faced by these people as
the health and forest ministry also have roles to play.
He said the social welfare ministry gives five different types

of allowances, which these people can apply for.
Remi Campers, representative of Both Ends, Netherlands;

Dil Monwara Monu, executive editor of Ananya; and Ranjan
Karmakar of Steps Towards Development; also spoke.

No election without CG: BNP

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of the main opposition in
parliament BNP yesterday said they
would not participate in future elec-
tions without the caretaker govern-
ment system. Just retired chief justice
ABM Khairul Haque would also not be
acceptable as head of the next care-
taker government by any means, they

added.
“No election will be held in future

in the country without the caretaker
government.

“A respectable person who will be
acceptable to all, specially to the oppo-
sition, must be the chief of the care-
taker government,” said BNP acting
secretary general Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir.

He was addressing a protest rally in
front of BNP's Naya Paltan office in the
city organised as part of its country-

wide demonstration against the
recent decision of the government to
hike fuel price. Several thousand BNP
leaders, workers and supporters
attended the rally with processions.

The leaders bitterly criticised the
government for hiking price of fuel
once again and its failure to coordi-
nate bus fares.

Mirza said ruling Awami League
(AL) is hatching conspiracy to hold the
next election under political govern-
ment, as they know their candidates
would lose their election deposit if the
election were held under a neutral

caretaker government.
He said a neutral election com-

mission is a must for BNP's partici-
pation in upcoming parliamentary
election, where they would not
accept introduction of electronic
voting system.

BNP standing committee member
Rafiqul Islam Mia said AL is now
against the caretaker government
system as they are now in power but
BNP, along with the people, will resist
this conspiracy.

Party leaders Sadeque Hossain
Khoka, Mirza Abbas, Abdullah Al
Noman, Amanullah Aman, Moazzem
Hossain Alal, Abdus Salam also spoke
at the rally with Mirza Alamgir in the

chair.
The leaders said if BNP is voted to

power, punitive action would be taken
against a section of government offi-
cials in police and civil administration
who are working against BNP to serve
AL.

“None of the people serving Awami
League now instead of the country will
be spared,” said Mirza Abbas, member
of BNP standing committee.

Woman found
dead in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police recovered the decom-
posed body of a female
sweeper of a high-rise at
Bananiin the city yesterday.

The deceased, Rajab
Begum, 35, was wife of
Abdur Rahim of Korail slum
of Mohakhali.

She used to work at Partex
Builders Ltd at Banani road
no. 17.

Police could not confirm
how the woman died and
sent the body to Dhaka
Medical College morgue for
autopsy.

Locals found the body of
Rajab, who was mission
since May 16, under a pile of
garbage on the first floor of
the building as it spread foul
smellin the area.

20 hurt as truck
rams train

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

At least 20 people were hurt, four critically, as a truck rammed
a carriage of a moving passenger train at an unmanned level
crossing in Manmathpur of Parbatipur upazila of Dinajpur
yesterday.

Agitating locals blocked the tracks demanding a gateman
at the crossing. Later, police rushed to the spot and brought
the situation under control.

The wounded are Faruk, 35, the truck driver; and the train
passengers -- Bristi 17; Arpan, 7; Daya Rani Pando, 17; Nasrin
Akter, 28; Ramiza Begum, 52; Khodeza Begum, 30; Alam, 27,
Moslem Uddin, 45; and Akram Hossain, 32.

The wounded were rushed to Parbatipur Health Complex
while 10 were admitted with the upazila health complex.
Later, Faruk and Khodeza were shifted to Dinajpur Medical
College and Hospital as their condition deteriorated.

Railway authorities suspect either the driver lost control
over the wheel or the truck's brakes failed to function. The
truck was dragged around 300 metres before the train came
to a halt.

Help save
Limon

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Unable to bear the costs of
treatment, Limon Hossain's
parents have appealed for
financial help to all conscien-
tious people of the society.

On March 23, 16-year old
college student Limon from
Chhaturia of Jhalakathi was
shot in the leg by members of
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
as he went to bring back his
family calf near his house.

Following the incident,
Rab filed two cases against
Limon accusing him of pos-
sessing firearms and
obstructing law enforcers
from performing their pro-
fessional duty.

Limon's leg had to be
amputated and he is now
undergoing treatment at
Dhaka Pangu Hospital. Ain o
Salish Kendra, a non-
government organisation, is
providing free legal support
to Limon.

Any donation can be sent
to Mst Henora (Limon's
mother), Dutch Bangla Bank
Lisd., Account#
148101291570.

Memorial meet on
Prof Nooruddin

Bss, Dhaka

A memorial meeting on Prof
QAIM Nooruddin, the pio-
neer of journalism education
in the country, will be held
today. 'The Friends of 70' has
arranged the meeting at
4:00pm at TSC Cafeteria of
the university marking the
9th death anniversary of Prof
Nooruddin.
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EASTERN BANK LIMITED
TRADE SERVICES

Bangladesh

In EBL's journey to excellence, another jewel has been added

to its crown of achievements

Centralized Trade Operations of Eastern Bank Limited has
achieved Quality Management System Certificate as per

1ISO 9001 :2008 Standard

STANDARD

1ISO 9001:2008

Awarded by Bureau Veritas Certification

Under Accreditation from

The United Kingdom Accreditation Service (UKAS)

Eastern Bank Limited is the first Bangladeshi Bank to achieve
this recognition for its commitment to quality delivery

We never follow, we lead by example

Please visit our Trade Portal:
www.ehl.cnmbd/trade*
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Touch? Type? Or have it both ways!

Get the best of both worlds now in your Nokia devices

Wina

cool and stylish bag
with purchase of every
Touch and Type device
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Nokia 5233
MRP BDT 10,700

Nokia 5250
MRP BDT 9,700

Nokia (3-01
MRPBDT 14,750
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Nokia X3-02
MRP BDT 12,850
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