WHAT'S ON

Book Fair
Organiser; Ditijjyo  §
Venue: Central Library |
premises, Shahbagh
Date: April 24-May 20
Time: 9am-8pm

Group Art Exhibition
Venue: Dhaka Art Centre,
Dhanmondi

Date: May 12-18

Time: 12pm-8pm

Film Festival

Organiser: Zahir Raihan Film
Society

Venue: Alliance Francaise, 26,
Mirpur Rd

Date: May 12-21

Time: 4pm onwards

Solo Exhibition
Sculptor: Samiran Dutt

4 Venue: Shilpangan Gallery,
Dhanmaondi

Date: May 13-22

Time: 10pm-8pm

Satyaijit Roy Retrospective
Organiser: Indira Gandhi
Culture Centre

Venue: Bangladesh National
Museum

Date: May 13-16

Time: 3pm and 6pm

fi \ Short Film Festival
:Q’_ Organiser: Dhaka University
h Film Society

Venue: TSC Auditorium, DU
Date: May 15-19
Time: 3pm onwards
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Friday Film Show

Film Title: Man to Man
Venue: Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka, Dhanmondi

Date: May 27

Time: 6pm

Jatio Shishu-Kishore,
Adibashi Natyo Utshab

Venue: Experimental

Theatre Hall, B5A
Date: May 9-19
Time: 4: 30pm
Group Art Exhibition
Organiser: FFA and BGFA 4{‘9‘3

Venue: Bengal Gallery,
Dhanmondi

@
Date: April 16-21 %_4

Time: 12pm-8pm Blsreasals
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ENTERTAINMENT

ESSENTIAL 7t
TAGORE

Nobel laureate poet's literature
translated by
Bangladeshi and Indian writers
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(From left) Radha Chakravarty, Dr. Anisuzzaman, Dr. Dipu Moni, Dr. Fakrul Alam and Abul Khair Litu at the book launch.

AKRAM HOSEN MAMUN

Book launch programmes are becoming more frequents
than ever in Dhaka these days -- a positive trend. The
launch of an anthology of English translations of
Rabindranath Tagore's writings, titled “The Essential
Tagore”, at Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts in Dhaka on May
14 saw leading thinkers, academics, translators, and
artistes of Bangladesh. Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dr.
Dipu Moni, reached the venue well before the event
started and stayed until Dr. Fakrul Alam (one of the
translators and editors of the book) concluded the
programme that ran well over two hours.

In her speech, Dr. Dipu Moni highlighted
Rabindranath’s contributions to the modernisation of
Bangla language, nationalism, and Bengali culture on
the whole. The minister expressed her personal fond-
ness for the poet's literature as well.

Apart from the brief presentations, the major attrac-
tion of the evening was the readings of Tagore's original
texts in Bangla and their English translations. The
programme also featured live performances of
Rabindra Sangeet. Even though the organisers took over
the adjacent Bengal Café to accommodate the visitors,
some people had to remain on their feet.

“The Essential Tagore” is the largest collection of
Tagore's works, available in English, at this moment.
Harvard University Press has the global (except South
Asia) publication and marketing rights. Visva-Bharati
controls the South Asian publishing rights.

The book consists of mostly new translations, but
there are some translations that have been published
previously as well. It's divided into ten segments: po-

Weeklong Book Fair in Sylhet

IQBAL SIDDIQUEE, Sylhet
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A weeklong book fair began on the Shahjalal Univer-

Eminent writers' books published by seven publica-

tion houses, including Oitijhya, Ityadi, Little Mag,

Pathsutra, Utsha, Shomoy, Prathama, are available at the

etry, songs, autobiographical works, letters, travel writ-
ing, prose, novels, short stories, humorous pieces and
plays. The anthology features two plays ("Raktokarobi”
and "Tasher Desh"), ten short stories, extracts from four
novels, around fifty poems, fifty songs, several letters,
and substantial extracts from autobiographical and
travel writing.

Compiled by some of the most acclaimed writers and
translators of India and Bangladesh, the book has been
co-edited by Dr. Fakrul Alam, Professor, Department of
English, University of Dhaka and Radha Chakravarty,
Associate Professor of English at Gargi College, Univer-
sity of Delhi. The collection also features translations by
the co-editors.

Sharmila Sen (Executive Editor-at-Large, Harvard
University Press) and Kumkum Bhattacharya of Visva-
Bharati spoke on behalf of the publishers before Dr.
Dipu Moni officially launched the book.

Rabindra Sangeet singer Bulbul Islam's rendition of
“Jagatey Ananda Jagye” was followed by its English
translation read by Fakrul Alam. Professor Syed
Manzoorul Islam and Kaiser Haq also read their transla-
tions of Tagore's verses.

It was refreshing to hear Radha Chakravarty read her
translation of “Chhelebela”. Humour, the primary es-
sence of the piece, has been brilliantly retained in the
translation.

Dr. Anisuzzaman, Professor Emeritus, University of
Dhaka, who presided over the programme, gave an
insightful speech about the English translations of
Tagore's works over the decades.

Dr. Fakrul Alam concluded the evening with his
thanksgiving speech.

CANNES 2011

Palme d'Or race begins to come into focus

JAMIL MAHMUD

The Department of Theatre, Dhaka
University (DU) brought a new play to
the stage. The play, “Trishnay’, was
written by one of the pioneering play-
wrights of the country, Professor Sayeed
Ahmed. Ahmedul Kabir, lecturer of the
Department, has directed the play.

The premiere of the play was held at
the Natmandal auditorium on DU cam-
pus on May 13. The play was staged
consecutively for three days till yester-
day at the venue.

The sixth semester students of the
department staged the play and did the
set and light designing as well, as part
of their curriculum.

Professor Ahmed was one of the play-
wrights who introduced 'theatre of
absurd’ in our country. “Trishnay”
belongs to this genre. Based on the

familiar Bangla folk tale of the jackal,
the crocodile and her seven infants, the
play symbolically addresses social cri-
ses involving fraudulence.

The story unfolds as the animals of a
jungle attend a meeting after facing the
existential crisis caused by the continu-
ous aggression from humans.

l goers to be in the mix.

DU students bring Sayeed Ahmed's

to the stage

At the meeting, the jackal's astute-
ness impresses the crocodile. She
decides to send her seven children to
the jackal for their initial lessons. The
jackal devours six of them.

From this point on, Professor
Ahmed's play deviates from the folk
tale. After eating the young crocodiles,
the jackal s conscience awakes. He

realises that he has committed a horri-
ble sin. Interestingly enough, the
jackal's last remaining student stands
by his teacher as he knows the former
has had a change of heart.

Then one day the mother crocodile
visits the jackal's den. The infant tells
his mother to come back later, as he
and his master have to come up with a
plan. But the mother comes to know
about their plot. Instead of becoming
angry, the mother crocodile feels con-
tent thinking that at least one of her
children has survived and been enlight-
ened.

The play mainly focuses on the Dar-
win theory: 'Survival of the fittest'.

The use of colours on the actors’
faces to mark them as animals was an
interesting etfort. Moreover, the per-
formers enacted their respective char-
acters according to the animals’ behav-
iours; the crocodiles were crawling on
the stage throughout the play.

Nawrin Sazzad played the mother
crocodile, while Naved Rahman
donned the role ot the jackal. Masud
Rana played the sole surviving young
crocodile. The cast also included
Sanjeeb Kumar Dey, Zahid Hasan and
Tanvir Nahid Khan.

Workshop on
Aesthetics of

sity of Science and Technology (SUST) campus on
Thursday.

A voluntary organisation of the university students,
KIN, has organised the event to raise funds for the
treatment of a Sylhet MC College student Anupam Dev,
who broke his spinal cord in an accident. Marking the
opening of the fair, a procession was taken out on the
campus.

Participated by several hundred students of different
departments, the procession paraded the main streets
on the campus and ended in front of the Central Library
Building.

Drama Unfolds

weeklong book fair that will remain open between 10am
and 8pm every day.

The organisers said the proceeds from the fair would
be spent for the treatment of Anupam.

Anupom broke his spinal cord in a road accident
about a year back. His parents have spent much for his
treatment, but he is yet to recover, sources in the family
said.

"We will try our best to keep our support for Anupam
until he recovers fully,”" the organisers said. They also
urged the affluent to extend their assistance for
Anupam.

Three day street theatre festival in Mymensingh

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh
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A three-day theatre festival began at Town Hall Saheed
Minar premises yesterday.

The festival, titled 'Zila Pathonatok Utsab-2011", has
been organised by Bangladesh Pathonatok Parishad with
the assistance of Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, and
will conclude on May 17.

A total of nine theatre groups from the district and one
from Kishoreganj are performing at the festival.

Bahurupi Natya Sangstha; Mokhush Natya Sangstha;
Compass Natya Sampraday of Bangladesh Agricultural
University (BAU); Bidrohi Natya Goshthi; Natyalok
Sampradaya; Ekota Theatre from Kishoreganj;
Chhayanat Sahitya Sangskritik Dol; Ensemble Theatre;

Angina Natya and Sangskritik Goshthi are staging their

productions at the festival.

The plays being staged at the festival are: "Daidaitya”;
"Roktakto Barnamala"; "Ek Je Chhilo Sonar Koiny";
"Chitta Binimoy"; "Baddhobhumite Shesh Drishya";
"Royal Bengal Tiger"; "Kisher Badya Bajego"; "Khyapa
Paglar Pechal" and "Bornochora".

Shahadat Hossain Khan, secretary of Bahurupi Natya
Sangstha and convener of the street theatre festival, said
that three plays are being staged every day. The festival is
organised annually in Dhaka by Bangladesh Pathonatok
Parishad but this year it is being held at the district
towns, he added.

Khan also expressed the hope that the festival

would have a positive impact on drama enthusiasts

and activists.
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Tilda Swinton stars as a mother haunted by the actions of her son in "We Need to Talk
About Kevin".

[t's never too early to begin handicap-
ping the Palme d'Or race. The film-
festival world's most prestigious prize
captures the attention of attendees in
Cannes and provides the festival with a
certain level of suspense.

Based on some informal polling
about the films that have screened, two
movies have emerged as strong early
contenders: Joseph Cedar's father-son
picture "Footnote" and Lynn Ramsay's
violent-child tale "We Need to Talk
About Kevin." The choice of either
would break from recent tradition, but
also contain a certain logic.

"Footnote" is the rare Israeli film not
to contend with issues of war or
national politics, and some jurors may
question if it has the scope to merit a
Palme. But the film, which centres on
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an academic rivalry and family dys-
function, also shares plenty of similari-
ties with the French film "The Class,"
which won the Palme back in 2008.
Assorted media and tastemakers have
embraced the dramedy since it
screened on Friday night.

And it's been some time since an
English-language film came on strong --
five year's since Ken Loach's "The Wind
That Shakes the Barley" took the prize
and seven and eight years since Ameri-
can films won in consecutive years (Mi-
chael Moore's "Fahrenheit 911" in 2004
and Gus Van Sant's "Elephant” the year
before). But "Kevin" has established its
bona fides. Though the Tilda Swinton-
John C. Reilly drama seems a bit too
divisive to be considered a favourite, it's
won over enough critics and festival-

Still to screen are films from past
winners such as the Dardenne Bros.
and Lars von Trier. Also pundits are
wondering if this could be the year of
Pedro Almodovar -- despite an illustri-
ous career and a near-permanent spot
at Cannes, the Spanish director has
never won a Palme. He'll have to do it
this year with a movie that has genre
leanings, a revenge thriller titled "The
Skin I Live In." The movie does screen
late in the festival, which some consider
an advantage.

Two even bigger question marks
hang out there, though, starting with
Terrence Malick's "The Tree of Life". If
the long-awaited auteur film lives up to
expectations -- and they are consider-
able -- look for the film to move in
prime Palme position after it screens
today.

Meanwhile, Michel Hazanavicius'
silent film "The Artist” has buzz in its
favour. The movie screened Sunday
morning, and though it remains to be
seen whether it's enjoyed as novelty or
something more, don't be surprised if it
comes out on top. The Cannes competi-
tion jury tends to favour formal rigor
above many other factors, which is part
of the reason "The White Ribbon" took
the prize back in 2009.

Then again, the Cannes competition
jury favours surprise above many other
factors too, as anyone who watched
"Uncle Boonmee Who Can Recall Past
Lives" win last year can attest.
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Source: Internet

Satyajit Ray Films

John W. Hood

A CORRESPONDENT
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Noted Australian film critic and buff John W. Hood
will be conducting a workshop on film aesthetics at
Bangladesh Film Institute at Kalabagan in Dhaka.

The workshop, on the subject “Satyajit-er
Nandantatwa: Charti Dhrupodi Chhobi-te”
(Satyajit's aesthetics in four classical films), will
start on June 6 and continue till June 9.

Hood is a well-known expert on South Asian
cinema. His notable publications are "Beyond the
World of Apu”, "Chasing the Truth", "The Films of
Mrinal Sen", "Time and Dream", "The Films of
Buddhadev Dasgupta” and more.
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Pioneering playwright and theatre
activist Badal Sircar no more

Noted Bengali playwright Badal Sircar, one of
the pioneers of street plays and absurd theatre
in India, died of cardiac arrest at his house in
Kolkata on Friday after protracted illness. He
was 86.

Known for his plays like "Baaki Itihash",
"Ebong Indrajeet”, "Pagla Ghoda" and
"JTuloos”, Sircar was one of the torch-bearers
of the “alternative theatre” movement which
brings the art form out of proscenium into the
public arena where actors wear the costume
no different from people in day-to-day life in
order to reach out to them. The idea was to
break the barrier between the performer and
the spectator.

Sircar triggered a new wave of experimental
theatre that captured the imagination of the
people, particularly the youth. He believed
that theatre is a collective exercise to awaken
the social consciousness of all participants,

including viewers.

Deviating from the linear narration and
conventional stage techniques, he promoted
the concept of "Angan Mancho", that is per-
formance in public areas like parks, court-
yards and terrace rather than confined to
theatre halls or the traditional stage.

Badal Sircar was interested in theatre and
culture since his childhood. He studied civil
engineering at the Bengal Engineering Col-
lege, Shibpur, and finished his Master of Arts
in comparative literature from Jadavpur Uni-
Versity.

Sircar's career in theatre began in 1951
when he adapted "Cinderella" into a play
from his sister’s text book. The playwright
later shifted to London where he did a course
in town planning and was influenced by
theatre stalwarts like Joan Littlewood,
Anthony Serchio, Richard Schechner of the
Performance Group and Polish director Jerzy
Grotoswki in the 1960s.

After his stay in Nigeria and France as a
town planner, Sircar founded his own theatre
group 'Shatabdi’ in 1976, a new wave troupe
that took Sircar's plays to Kolkata's
Surendranath Park to involve the audience.

Sircar entered the stage as an actor but
soon started writing and directing plays. He
shot to limelight after writing "Ebong
Indrajit", a landmark play in Indian theatre
which was first published and performed in
1965. He sustained his fame with plays such
as "Baaki Itihash", "Tringsho Shotabdi",
"Pagla Ghoda", "Shesh Nahi" and "Juloos".

His anti-establishment plays address issues
such as the alienation and angst of the post-
Independence unemployed urban youth and
insensitivity of the urban middle-class.

Sircar was honoured with the Padma Shri in
1972 and four years before that the Sangeet
Natak Akademi award.

Lalit Kala Akademi in New Delhi has organised a residency programme for artists to
commemorate the 150th birth anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore. Participating
Bangladeshi painters are Hamiduzzaman Khan, Ahmed Shamsuddoha, Abdul Mannan,
Mohammad Eunus, Nasreen Begum, Sheikh Afzal, Mohammad Iqbal and Golam Faruq
Bebul. The camp was formally opened by fellow of the Lalit Kala Akademi, Professor A.
Ramachandran on May 10. Noted Indian painters, high officials of the Ministry of
Culture of India and the Bangladesh High Commission in New Delhi attended the
inaugural session of the art camp. The camp will continue till tomorrow. An exhibition,
featuring the works of these painters, will be inaugurated on May 18.
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Rangin Bhuban, an art school recently organised an art competition and award giving
programme at its premises in Uttara. About 100 youngsters took part in the
competition. The young artists used several mediums like water, oil, poster, acrylic and
pastel for portraying various interesting subjects. Veteran painters Quayyum
Chowdhury, Hashem Khan, Farida Zaman, Tahera Chowdhury and Subir Chowdhury
(director of Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts) attended the programme and gave away prizes

among the winners.

All programmes are in local
time. The Daily Star will not

be responsible for any
change in the programme.
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