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Bappa: | passed my 550 exams from
Wills Little Flowers and did my HSC from
Motre Damee College. [ did my graduation
from Dhaka Ciry College.

Sagar Chowdhury, Sylhet: Which is your
mvost Favouribe song?

Bappa: Many songs are close 1o my
heart. But at the moment, the song that
cormes b vy mind s Shonjibda's
[Chowdhiry] *Ki Amake Divechile
Bangoposhagor”. [ love that song!

Thee Diaily Star (TIS): Being the son of
Barin Mazumder -- a pioneering classical
musician and the founder of music col-
lege, did vou start off with classical music
lessonsa?

Bappa: My et lesaons were Sa-He-Ga-
Ma, buit [ learnt the ABCS of music through
classical lessons, | completed a five year
course at my father's music school, called
Monbhar Sangeet Acadery. I've also
learned about that genre from my family.

TDS: Did yvou receive further training on
tradifional Bangla songs as well?

Bagpa: Mot really. | picked up a few
Rabindra and Mazrul songs from my
meother. But I've never gone through any
formal training. 1 was more of 3 wild child.
I ablways hastened away before learning a
wihile song, saying: "I'm done!”

TIE: The soags performed by you
msosily belong [o conlemporany genres.
Haoww dlicl vou get inta that?

Bappa: The funny thing is, although
classical muske dominated my home-
aphere, wiven [ was young, my elder
brother Partha Pratim Majumdar and his
friends relearsed songs for the Red Cross
using many western instruments. And that
fascinated me. 1f it wasn't for him, [ would-
't get the chance wo sample global music. 1
alen listened o artistes like Bhupen
Hazarika, Manna Dey and Klshaore Kumar. 1
think these are the peasons behind my
musieal preference

TING: Were you involved with any other
band before joining Dalchbuai?

Baprpa: | had a band before, but thar was
just a couple of college friends perring
tegether for jamming. [t was called 'Chain'.
W never performed live, bat got together
for the heck of it and were even able 1o
recard an allum! Burt that wis that. We
wiere never really serious. However, |
started my solo career before joining
Dralelibuar. By first solo albwn “Tokhoon
Bhar Bela™ came out in 1995, even before [

fuimed Dralehbor.

THS: Which is more imporiant to you
mirw, Dalclibaat or your solo career?

Bappa: Both are equally imgariant 1o
me. Bul sometimes | prioritise Dalehbou as
1 have a deep attachment to the band. 1
never perform live as a solo artiste.

TIS: You've done some acting as well...

Bappa: D woubdn't go as far as wo call that
acting. | did exactly what I'm doing now:
sittimg and having a linke chat. That's ir! 1
played myseld,

TIXS: Your take on the crises that the
awdio industry is facing now?

Bappa: Piracy is the biggesi challenge
for the dustey mow Free downloading
from the Internet has become a bigger
threar than pirated CDs. This ssue needs
i b dealn with sternly. The key industry
plavers abways tell us that business is
going downhill. The payments are
delaved now more than ever. Their
claims are somewhat justified as C0
gales are seeing a slump. When a perdon
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has the option of gening something for
free, hefshe wouldn't likely spend any
taomey on it The websites that offer free
downloads need v be shut dovwn and the
authorities coneerned should step up o
implement the Law.

TD%: Free downboading is a plobal plee-
natmenon. How ane artistes in other coun-
tries surviving its effect?

Bappa: Producers in many other ooun-
tries are homest o the systens. The righiful
payments are ensured to the artisves, writ-
ers and composers. But we don't have tha
practice hepe,

TD4: I seems that the musie indostey i
fragile on the inside!

Bappa: | couldn't agree more. It's always
the artiste who ks cheated; compasers and
lyricists, who are dended.

TI¥: What about royalifes?

Bappa: There is no proper svstem for
that in ous counte

TI¥: Dy you miss Shonjibda?

Bappa: | muiss him all the time,

Maonir, Panegsha, Rajbari: How did you
step into the media?

Bappa: If's a tough question. There i3
ane person who needs o be acknowledged
for bringing me to the media. Thart ks Hasan
Abfdur Reza fewel.

TDE: Any update on vour new album?
Bappa: Wark's procesding bt haven't
decided on the title yer. I'm irying (o bring

spmnething fresh with this lavest effort.

TIE: Who do you think are the top per-
formsers of the ime?

Bappa: Habib is doing tremendously
wiell. Fuad is aleo excellent. | like listening
b the musie of Arbob teo. Heidoy is also
quite promising. All of these artistes are my
favourices.

Shumona, Narayanganj: You have a
brilliant voice. May | know your date of
hirtl?

Bappa: Thanks Shumona. Felirsary 5.

Transeribed by SHaH AL SHazn
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Theatre movernent has been lauded as one of the
most significant achisvements in the field of culure,
Theatre-based lictle magazine Theatrewala recently
ok an innovative inidative. The magazine arranged
an elghit-day retrospective thar feanined works of
thiree talented directors -- Faiz Fahir, Azad Alsal
Kalam and Shuvasis Sinkha.

The Pestival, opening on May 5 and ending on May
12, was unbgue 1t was an effort to give the audience a
chance to look at the directors’ works more inten-
sively as well as to celebrate their talents,

The festival was the brainchild of Hasan Shahriar,
editor of Theatrewala. Shahriar informed that the
initiarive was taken to observe and understand
young directors’ works in a berer way, "Consbdering
the murnout at thearne venwes nowadays, [ thought
that sueh kind of festival would help the audienee
undersrand the eourse of our theatre rends,” said
Shahriar, He also urged the theatre troupes o

(Hoeckwise from top): Scenas from "Shylock and Sycophants", “Umajaal™ and “Kohey Birangana".

arrange such festivals more often so thar interaction
between the directors and the audience ks ensured.

It is notable that a couple years ago Theamewala
alzo arranged “Rango Maton Solaiman Mels®, a fes-
val named after one of the ploneering thearre per-
sonaliries, the late 58 Solaiman.

Thee eiglit-day retrospective was held an e Experi-
riegutal Theatre Hall of Bangladesh Shilpakala Acadesy
The festival kicked off with the staging of the Udichi play
“Half akhrai”. The play was directed by Azad Al
Balam Kalam's odher plays staged an the festival wene
the Prachyanal production “Eolnna” and Theatrewala
Reperiory production “Shylock and Sycophanis®,

The festival featured eiglt plays by the directors
that were produced and staged by different trougpes.
Diversiny and observations on secbery from several
anples were the themes.

Azad Al Kalam's plays deal with fssues such ag
rryadicism and Fineals (in "Koinna"); the ongoing
controversy regarding arts -- ‘s i for the masses or
only for the so called refined individuals?® (“Half

A CORRESPONDENT

A recitation albam featuring poems and letters of Rabindranath Tagore
was released recently. Swanan, an organisation of reciters, released the
albuir on the occasion of 150th birh anniversary of the poet.

The albium was launched at the Swaparjito Shadhinota premises on
Dhaka Universiny campus. Noted poets and poetry enthusiasis anended
the programume.

Tithed “Rabindranath®, the album feanores 19 poems and letters, Same
of therm have never been induded on a recitation album, acoording to a
member of the organisation.

Poets Asad Cleovadliury, Belal Chowdboury and Habibuallabh Sirajee
unveiled the cover of the albm.

CANNES 2011

Uma Thurman and Rosario Dawson honoured
for contributions to independent cinema

This year's Cannes Film Festival 13
fillesd with Big-budget modes like
“Puss in Boods” and “Kung Fu Panda
2" bur on Thursday evening, the focis
wiag on the reali of independent filon,

like “Kids "
“I"ve been acting sinee 1 was 15,
daing Independent films and now we

have all of these women directors who

STAFF CORRESPOMDENT

Painter Nasima Khanarm Queende, in collab-
aration with Dhaka Art Cenmre (DAC), has
organised a group art exhibition, titled

“Hejoice”, featuring the works of 17

Akhrai®} and the consequences of a family falling
prey 1o capitalism (“Shylock and Sycophants").

Shuwasis Sinha, who has practically initiated a
theamre revolurion in the remoe area of Kamolganj,
in Maulvibazar, attensded the fesrival with two of his
winrks -- “Kohey Birangana” and “Sree Krishna
Kirtan”. Both plays have been produced by Sinha’s
oA trope, Mandpurd Theatre.

Manipuri Theatre mainly deals with the traditions
anad culiire of the Manipuri eommunity that we find
in the play “Sree Krishna Kirtan®, On the other hand,
“Kohey Birangana® is an adaptation of Michael
Madlbusudan Dura's “Birangana Kalwya®,

Apart frorn directbon, Faiz Zahir is also an accorm-
plished light and set designer. The multi-talented
director's plays at the festlval were *Che'r Cyele®
[produced by Bangla Theatre]: *Kalbarto Gatha'
[Bibartomn, Jedsare) and "Ur|:|.a|aa|" iMandimiikh,
Chittagong).

Curtains came down on the festival with the play
“shylock and Sycophants”.

Group Art Exhibition at
Dhaka Art Centre

Ara and Farzana Rahman.

Alsout 4 artweorks are on display at tle
exhibition. Participating painters have used
different mediums including pastel, aceylic,
mnieed media, wood cut and relief prot on
paper and canvas. The gathering of sea-
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Song: Dreamer

Album: Down to Earth (2001)

Artiste: Ozzy Dshoume
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Canmes judge Uma Thurman and
actress Bosario Dawson wene hon-
oared for their contributions o indie
cinema Also lawded were “Sleeping
Beauty” divector Jane Carmpion and
e film’s producer, Jessica Bremmall,
and a handful of other wonmen.

Dawson has been in plenty of
malnatream filins, but says she will
never forget her indie roots in filims

are being nominated and their films
are bebng shown and put across this
audience,” she said. “1 think ir's fair
aried thar's exciting to see that over all
these years"

The event was held on the beach
across from the celebrity filled Mari-
mez hivtel, and was hosted by Calvin
Klein Collection and the Independent
Filmmakers Froject.

Vanessa Hudgens, who belongs 1o a

wounger generation of actresses, sabd
she amtended because she wanted o
shosw her suppaort for her fellms
ACTrESa e,

1 think it's really great when some-

By givies wiotnen an apporiuning to

oomme ol and stand up for what they
are doing, and 1'm o excited 1o be
here" Hudgens sald

Saurce: Internet

Bangladeshi painiers, The exhibition, cele-
brating the 150ch hirth anniversary of Molel
Lawireare poet Rablndranath Tagore, is now
an at Dhaka At Cenire in Dhanmaondi.
Featured painters ase Jamal Ahmed,
Sayed Hasan Mabmud, Dilara begum Jolly,
Wakilur Rahman, Misar Hossalin, Atia Iskam
Anne, Selina Chovwd by Mili, Sveda
Mahbuba Karim, Nasima Khanam Queenie,
Afroza Jamil Konka, Shamsul Alam Azad,
A H. Dbeall Tomal, Ankul Chandra
Majumdar, 5afin Ormar, Minm Dey, Ferdows

soned and emerging artisis, varbery of
mvedia and wide-ranging subjects have
ensured uniqueness at the ongoing exhibi-
Licwm,

Thee exhibition was inaugurated by Pro-
fessor Abdul Mannan, former MP and
chairman, Parliamentary Standing Coouenit-
ce, Minkstry of Culinral Affairs on May 12,
Visteran painter Samar it Ray Chowdhury
and prooset Asad Chowdliliry were present as
special guests on the oceasion. The exhibi-
o will conrinue till May 18,

Wews English]: 300 am,
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