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REMOVAL OF YUNUS

Govt needs
to clarity

objectives

Says US ex-envoy
Milam

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Removal of Nobel laureate Dr
Muhammad Yunus from the
post of managing director of
Grameen Bank is worrisome
and the government needs to
clarify its objectives on this,
said William B Milam, a for-
mer UUS ambassador to Ban-
gladesh, yesterday.

"There are economic
gquestions about its
(microfinance) impacts on
development as a whole...
But, in fact, I don't think
anybody can deny that mil-
lions of millions of very poor
people have been out of
abject poverty by
microfinance, by the lending
that goes into productive
enterprise,” he said.

Milam made the remarks
on the sideline of a cere-
mony at the Army Golf Club
in the city to commemorate
the contributions made
jointly by Bangladesh Armed
Forces and members of the
US Marine Forces Pacific
Command under Operation
Sea Angel during the
cyclones of Bangladesh in
1991 and 2007.

Milam is now Senior
Policy Scholar at the
Woodrow Wilson Interna-
tional Center for Scholars in
Washington, DC. There, he
completed a comparative
study of modern Pakistan
and Bangladesh.

Stating that the US gov-
ernment is quite concerned
about the issue, he said if
Grameen Bank remains
effective as has been under
Muhammad Yunus, then
everything will be the same
more or less and serve the
people. Yunus founded the
Grameen Bank over three
decades back.

"Let's pray to God that is
whathappens," he said.

He appreciated Bangla-
desh in terms of education,
health, women development
in comparison to India,
Pakistan, and even other
South Asian countries, but
said the matter of worries is
political confrontation.

"I worry more about the
political dynamics, which
don't seem to change in 20
years, and I think there is
some concern in the West, in
Washington and some other
capitals and probably a lot of
concern in Dhaka," said
Milam.

Australian aid
increased
by $A 22m

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Australia will provide an
estimated $A92 million (Tk
710 crore) in official devel-
opment assistance (ODA) to
Bangladesh in 2011-12, an
increase of $A22 million
from the previous year.

The decision was made
as part of the Australian
government's announce-
ment of its 2011-12 national
budget released in Can-
berra earlier this week, said

a press release.
Welcoming the

announcement, Australian
High Commissioner in
Dhaka Dr Justin Lee said,
"This increase in aid fund-
ing emphasises Australia’s
long-term commitment to
cooperate with Bangladesh
to reduce poverty and
achieve sustainable devel-
opment."

He said Australia has now
almost trebled its develop-
ment assistance to Bangla-
desh since 2006-07.

Managed by the Austra-
lian Agency for Interna-
tional Development
(AusAID), Australia’s aid
programme in Bangladesh
will retain a strong focus on
improving healthcare and
primary education and
expand Australia’s support
to reduce extreme poverty
and strengthen resilience to
natural disasters and cli-
mate change.

Theincreasein Australian
assistance reflects Australia’s
ongoing commitment to
scale up its development
assistance programme to
0.05 percent of Gross
National Income (GNI) by
2015-16, said the release.

MJF to research
anomalies in land
management

Assess laws

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Manusher Jonno Foundation (M]F) will conduct a research
on the irregularities in land management and harassment
faced by general people inland related issues.

The research would also assess existing land related laws
and amalgamate different draft proposals of land reform

legislations.

The plans were unveiled at a discussion at Dhaka Uni-
versity senate bhaban yesterday, chaired by MJF Executive

Director Shaheen Anam, says a press release.
Land Minister Rezaul Karim Hira and Chairman of Par-

liamentary Standing Committee on Land Ministry AKM

Mozammel Haque were also present.

Speakers at the discussion said land policies in Nepal
and India would be reviewed to find solutions to such

issues faced by indigenous people in Chittagong Hill Tracts

region.

Being conducted in association with Human Develop-

ment Resource Centre, the research is expected to be com-
pleted by the middle 0of 2013, adds the release.
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(From left) Prof Abul Barakat, Abdur Rouf, Information Commissioner Prof Sadeka Halim, Land Minister Rezaul Karim Hira and Manusher Jonno
Foundation Executive Director Shaheen Anam at a discussion organised by the foundation at Dhaka University senate bhaban yesterday.

disasters stressed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh and the US vyesterday
commemorated the joint contribu-
tions by the armed forces of the two
countries in dealing with cyclones of
Bangladesh in 1991 and 2007, expect-
ing to boost such partnership to pro-
tect humanity.

Recalling the devastation of the
cyclones and peoples’ vulnerabilities,
they said "Operation Sea Angel", a joint
operation by Bangladesh Armed Forces
and members of US Marine Forces
Pacific Command greatly reduced
casualties.

Bangladesh Armed Forces Division
(AFD) and US Embassy in Dhaka
organised the commemoration cere-
mony at Army Golf Club in the capital.

Thanking the veterans of Operation
Sea Angel, Food and Disaster Manage-
ment Minister Dr Abdur Razzaque said,
"I gratefully acknowledge the support
of our great allies, the USA, in our disas-
ter response and recovery efforts, spe-
ciallyin 1991 and 2007."

The two cycloneskilled nearly 140,000
lives and affected over four million fami-

liesin economic and social terms.

Apart from civil and military efforts
of Bangladesh, local and international
NGOs, US armed force was one of the
actors that stood by the vulnerable
people with their support of airlifting,
logistics and other humanitarian relief

materials.
"I deeply appreciate the commit-

ment of our Armed Forces in all
kinds of national calls to stand
beside the affected people. Opera-
tion Sea Angel definitely helped us
addressing problems of access and
egress soon after the disaster hit,"
said Razzaque.

US Ambassador to Bangladesh
James F Moriarty said the ceremony isa
time for reflection on the events of 1991
and an opportunity to celebrate the
progress made by Bangladesh in terms
of recovery and rebuilding in the wake

of devastating cyclone.
"This is a testament to the resilience

of the Bangladeshi people, a capability
we in the US can learn from," he told
the ceremony where armed forces who
took part in the Operation Sea Angel
were present.

More US-Bangla etforts to fight

The partnership that emerged after
1991 showcases how two nations can
collaborate toward a common goal,
Moriarty said, adding that this in the last
20 years has made tremendous impact
on Bangladesh's ability to respond

internally to recurring disasters.
The US focus is how to work with

Bangladesh to ensure that this country
is even better prepared when the next
cyclone or other disaster strikes, he

noted.
Recalling the partnership of soldiers

of both the countries, Prime Minister's
Defense Adviser major general (retd)
Tarique Ahmed Siddique said, "We
have to further prepare to manage

impacts of climate change."
The US Marine Forces Pacific Com-

mand’'s commander Lt Gen Duane D
Thiessen, Operation Sea Angel Com-
mander in 1991 Lt Gen (retd) Henry
Hank Stackpole, Lt Gen (retd) M Noor
Uddin Khan, former US Ambassador to
Bangladesh William B Milam, Rear
Admiral (retd) Abu Taher, AFD Princi-
pal Staff Officer Lt Gen Abdul Wadud
also spoke.
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Special Envoy of Malaysia Dato Seri S Samy Vellu pays a courtesy call on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her offi-
cial residence of Gono Bhaban in the city yesterday.

Malaysia keen to invest in dev sectors
Special envoy tells PM

Bss, Dhaka

Malaysia is keen to invest in vari-
ous development sectors in Ban-
gladesh especially in road com-
munication and house building
sectors.

The interest was conveyed when
the visiting special envoy of Malay-
sia Dato Seri § Samy Vellu paid a
courtesy call on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at the latter's
Ganobhaban official residence in
the city yesterday.

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed various multilateral issues
including ways and means to
establish peace in the region and
expansion of trade and business
between the two countries, said
PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam

Azad briefing newsmen after the
meeting.

The visiting special envoy of
Malaysia lauded the pragmatic and
farsighted leadership of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and her
relentless efforts for achieving
progress in various fields through
establishing peace in the Asian
region.

“We are hopeful that Bangla-
desh would be able to achieve its
desired progress under the able
and prudent leadership of Sheikh
Hasina. Malaysia is observing
Bangladesh's progress as we are
very much happy witnessing the
pace of the country's develop-
ment,” he said.

In reply, the Bangladesh premier
recalled Malaysian recognition to

Bangladesh and said it was the first
Muslim country that recognised
Bangladesh as an independent
state after the country's War of
Liberation.

Sheikh Hasina said excellent
bilateral relation is existing
between the two countries and
also expressed the hope that the
relation would be further
expanded in the years to come.

Malaysian High Commissioner
to Bangladesh Jamaluddin Bin
Sabeh accompanied the Malaysian
special envoy during the meeting.

Ambassador At Large M
Ziauddin, Principal Secretary M A
Karim, Press Secretary Abul Kalam
Azad and PM's Special Assistant
Abdus Sobhan Golap were present
on the occasion.

Five killed in
road crashes

METRO DESK

Five people were killed and
four others injured in road
accidents in Dinajpur,
Manikganj, Natore yesterday

and Wednesday.
Our Dinajpur correspon-

dent reports: Three people,
including a minor boy, were
killed and four children
wounded in three separate
road accidents in Dinajpur
yesterday and Wednesday.

Dead are Aklima Khatun,
30, wife of Md Joynal Abedin of
the village Ghugujan of
Phulbari upazila; Rakim
Ahmed, 8, son of Md Abdul
Kuddus of the village Boro
Dangapara of Hakimpur
upazila; and Nazim Uddin, 40,
of the village Mutuni Haat of
Kaharol upazila of the district.

Aklima died after being hit
by a tractor on Phulbari-
Shibnangar road in Phulari
Thursday morning.

In Hakimpur, a tractor hit
Rakim at a playground of
Boro Gangapara village
killing the boy on the spot
and leaving atleast four other
children hurt.

Nizam Uddin, a trader,
died en route to hospital after
a bus hit and injured him
critically at Basherhaat of
Dinajpur sadar upazila
Wednesday night.

Our Manikganj correspon-
dent says: A businessman,
injured after being hit by a
battery-run three-wheeler in
Khondaker Delwar Hossain
College area of the district
town Saturday evening, died

Wednesdaynight.
Santosh Chandra Dey

locally known as Sona, 55, of
Purba Dashara area of
Manikganj municipality was
admitted to Enam Medical
College in Savar, outskirts of
the capital.

Sona succumbed to his
injuries at the hospital three
days later.

Our Natore correspondent
reports: A three-wheeler driver
was killed on the spot after a
bus hit his vehicle from behind
at Balubhara under Singra
upazilain Natore yesterday.

Dead is Jahidur Rahman
Jahid, 35, son of Sultal Ali of
the village Ekdala under
Natore sadar upazila.

CU classes
resume

fomorrow

CU CORRESPONDENT

Classes and examinations of
Chittagong University (CU)
will resume tomorrow after a
closureof 11 days.

All the students were
asked to keep their identity
card and no student will be
allowed to enter the campus
without showing identity
card, CU administration
sources said.

Additional police will be
deployed on campus and in
the shuttle train to check any
untoward situation, said CU
Proctor Prof Dr Mohammad
Akter Hossain.

Mentionable, compart-
ment-based Bangladesh
Chhatra League factions
engaged in series of clashes
on April 29 and 30, leaving a
number of activists hurt and
leading the closure.

Stolen child rescued
from Fatullah

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A two year-old child, stolen from the city's Demra on April
29, was rescued by police from a house in Fatullah of
Narayanganj yesterday.

The girl Konika is daughter of Al Amin Mollah, a fish
trader of Demra and resident of Demra Bansher Pool
area. Demra police arrested three people -- Shova,
Mokbul, 45, and Ratan, 20, -- in this connection.

Officer-in-Charge (OC) Nurul Muttakin Bhuiyan of
Demra Police Station said Shova came to Amin's house
claiming to be in search of her sister. Locals Mokbul, 45
and Ratan, 20, assured Amin that they knew Shova and
her sister once did live there.

Amin let Shova stay for the night when she requested
but in the evening found Shova and Konika missing.
Amin filed a case with Demra police on May 6 accusing
Shova, Mokbul and Ratan, said the OC.

Police arrested Mokbul and Ratan on May 7. On their
information, police arrested Shova from Dogair area in
Demra yesterday where she lived with her rickshaw-
puller husband.

After interrogating her, police recovered Konika from a
woman residing in Rasulpur of Fatullah. The woman said
Shova, who was an acquaintance, left the girl with her,
added the OC.

Police are grilling the three on suspicion of being
members of an organised crime gang.

Pay to stimulate
renewable energy

Energy adviser urges rich countries

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister's Adviser Dr Tawfig-e-Elahi Chowdhury
yesterday said the developed countries, which are responsi-
ble for environmental pollution, should pay the poor coun-
tries to stimulate renewable energy.

Speaking at a roundtable at Cirdap auditorium in the city,
he said the cost of renewable energy is much higher com-
pared to that of conventional energy.

The funding of additional cost for the renewable energy is
yet to be ascertained. “But despite that we have to move for
renewable energy for a sustainable and environment-
friendly condition”, he said.

The Energy and Power magazine organised the discus-
sion titled, “The Role of Feed-in Tariff in Expanding use of
Renewable Energy.”

Participants in the function urged the government to find
out the way to minimise the cost of renewable energy like
solar and biomass system through introducing a feed-in
tariff system.

The adviser said most of the developed countries first
extracted their underground resources for energy genera-
tion and then they moved for renewable energy.

“We should follow the same way as renewable energy is
yet to gain the position of conventional energy because of its
limitations.”

The function was also addressed by State Minister for

Power and Energy Mohammad Enamul Haque.

Summerfield )

International School

bmey Tots

"y nu Junior Section

Applications are invited for admission for the July session 2011.
Forms will be available at the school office from Saturday,
14th May, 2011. On-line applications may be made from the

School website: www.summerfield-school.com

Last Date for Submission: Tuesday, 24th May, 2011
Admission Test Date:
Saturday, 28th May, 2011 from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon.

Venue: Corporate Office
Axis Delvistaa Building : 7/1, Block A, 3rd Floor,
Aurangzeb Road, Mohammadpur, Dhaka

Tiny Tots (Junior Section): 8/6 Aurangzeb Road, Mohammadpur, Dhaka
Middle Section-1: 2/15 Igbal Road, Mohammadpur, Dhaka
Middle Section-2: 32/3-D, Shahjahan Road, Mohammadpur, Dhaka
Dhanmondi Campus: House-19/A, Road-4, Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel : 9114794, 9137100, 9146482 & 01756965129
N Y,

E-mail : info@ summerfield-school.com




