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AFP, Barcelona

Mighty Barcelona
moved to within a
point of a third suc-
cessive Spanish
league title on Sunday
with a 2-0 win over
Espanyol in the Cata-
lan derby.

Goals from Andres
Iniesta and Gerard Pique took Barce-
lona to 91 points, eight ahead of Real
Madrid, who stayed alive in the title
race with a 6-2 win over Sevilla on Sat-
urday.

Barcelona, who have a superior
head-to-head record over Real, will be
crowned champions if they avoid
defeat against Levante on Wednesday.

A Real failure to see off Getafe on
Tuesday will also be enough for the
championship celebrations to start.

"The later that Barca win the title,
the better," said Cristiano Ronaldo who
scored four times in Real's demolition
of Sevilla to take his season's league
tally to 33, two better than Barca star
Lionel Messi.

Barca started slowly on Sunday,
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RESULTS

Real Mallorca 0 Villarreal 0

Barcelona 2 (Iniesta 29,
Pique 48) Espanyol 0
Real Zaragoza 1 (Lafita 14) Osasuna 3
(Camunas 62, Sergio 70, Sola 80)

appearing to suffer a hangover from
their Champions League semi-final
against Real where they came out on
top in a tumultuous double header.

Espanyol were still in the hunt for a
place in the Europa League despite a
dismal run which had seen them win
justonce in six games.

It became seven as Barca slowly
cranked up their customary passing
game and started to find cracks in the
defence.

Pedro Rodriguez tested 'keeper
Carlos Kameni with a strike from 20
yards and then Iniesta had a shot from
the edge of the area before he made the
break through.

The Spain international jockeyed
his man, making space for himself, and
then fired passed Kameni.

Anyhopes of an Espanyol comeback
suffered a blow at the start of the sec-
ond half when poor defending at a
corner allowed Pique to steal in and
head home at the near post.

"We had an excellent first half
although after the first goal we relaxed a
bit," said Barcelona coach Pep
Guardiola.

"In general terms it was a good game
against a side who always cause us
problems. The league is now very close
anditisdowntous."

Valencia are strong favourites to
finish third following a 0-0 stalemate
between Mallorca andVillarreal.

A brace from Roberto Soldado and a
Jonas Goncalves goal gave Valencia a 3-
0 win over Real Sociedad and now they
are five points clear after a lethargic
performance from Villarreal on
Sunday.

Almeria's survival dream came to an
end as a 2-0 win for Getafe gave them
only their third victory of the year and
took them out of the relegation zone.

Hercules' future is also looking bleak
as they are now six points from safety
following a 3-2 defeat at home by Rac-
ing Santander
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Bale out for the season

SOCCERNET

Tottenham
i manager
Harry
Redknapp
does not
expect Gareth Bale to play
any part in the rest of season
after the winger picked up an
ankle injury following a chal-
lenge from Blackpool's Char-
lie Adam at the weekend.

Bale had to be carried off
in the second half of
Tottenham's 1-1 draw
against Blackpool on Satur-
day and the Welshman will
go for ascan on his leftleg at
hospital amid fears he suf-
fered serious ankle liga-
ment damage.

Bale is definitely out of
Tuesday's game at Man-
chester City, a game Spurs
must win to stay in the hunt
for the fourth Champions
League spot, and is unlikely
to play in the club's other
two remaining games
against Liverpool and Bir-
mingham City.

Redknapp said: "It looks
like he has done his ankle
ligaments. I don't see him

Barca, Man
Utd again
in July

AFP, Madrid

Barcelona will take on Man-
chester United in a friendly
in the United States in July
in a repeat of the Champi-
ons League final later this
month, the defending Span-
ish champions said Mon-
day.

The two sides will face
each other at the 90,000-
seat FedexField stadium in
Landover, Maryland near
Washington D.C on July 30,
the club said in a statement
posted on its website.

Barcelona and Manches-
ter United will clash in the
Champions League final on
May 28 at London's Wem-
bley Stadium.

playing again this season.
[t's badly swollen, his ankle.
We will just have to wait and
see howbad the damageis."

Redknapp criticised
Adam for the challenge at
White Hart Lane and said:
"It was a bad tackle. A few
people said it was a nasty
challenge.”

Adam defended the
tackle, insisting he never
meant to hurt Tottenham's
star player. The Blackpool
captain said: "I just saw the
ball, I just tried to get it. It
was never intentional, I
never tried to hurt him
because he's a wonderful
player and at the end of the
day I'd rather see these
players on the pitch."

Spurs have to win all
three of their remaining
matches to stand any
chance of qualifying for the
Champions League, but
Redknapp is confident that
his team will be able to cope
without Bale, who was
recently crowned PFA
Player of the Year.

Napoli boss lashes
out at players

SOCCERNET
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Furious Napoli president Aurelio De
Laurentiis has ripped into his players fol-
lowing a 2-1 detfeat at relegation-
threatened Lecce on Sunday, claiming they
are not fit to wear the Azzurri shirt.

Javier Chevanton's controversial late strike earned last
season's Serie B champions Lecce a vital victory at the

Stadio via del Mare.

Napoli, who earlier this season were challenging for the
Serie A title, need to take one more point from their final
two matches to secure a Champions League berth but De
Laurentiis was not happy with the performance at the

weekend.

De Laurentiis told Italian television channel Rai 2: "The
game was decided by a last-minute goal, it is true. But it
was a performance that made me very sad.

"A goal such as Chevanton's indicates the presence of a
team very immature and not ready to compete at the high-
est levels. We did not play as a cohesive group and were not
able to concentrate at the decisive moments.

"The players were not worthy to wear the jersey and to

represent the colours of Napoli.”
Coach Walter Mazzarri said his side had been "naive"

but felt the loss was harsh. He told club website: "The team
were inaccurate and naive, this is true, but showed the
right determination. Perhaps we were a bit tired from the
heat, but we did not deserve this [defeat].”

Terry lett without

dIISWCET'S

AFP, London

) John Terry had no answer to
Chelsea's miserable first-
half performance during a
defeat by Manchester
United that all but ended
the Blues' Premier League title hopes.

United’s 2-1 victory on Sunday left Sir
Alex Ferguson's side six points clear of
second-placed title-holders Chelsea, with
two games of the season left, and needing
just one more point to be crowned champi-
ons.

Chelsea were fortunate not to be more
than two goals down at the break and their
opening 45 minutes was in stark contrast to
the work the London club had done over
the previous two months to reduce a 15-
point deficit.

Indeed they were a goal behind after a
mere 36 seconds at Old Trafford and
Chelsea captain Terry was unable to explain
why his team were overwhelmed earlyonin
such a crunch match.

"I'm not sure,” the England central
defender told Chelsea TV. "We were fully
prepared and it's one of those things.

"Disappointing day but, going back two
months, we would've taken this - being in
the position (three points behind United at
the start of the game).

"We felt it was in our hands and we could
come here and we could win the game.

"Sometimes, you have to hold your
handsup."

Terry added: "We came here hoping and
praying that we started well and the role
was completely reversed.

"They had a great start and got the early
goal, which settled them.

"But, first half, we didn't deserve any-
thing from the game at all.

"I thought second half we came out, we
had nothing to lose and went for it and
dominated the second half.

"It just would've been interesting to get
that second goal and get it back to level
terms."

Chelsea's Italian manager, Carlo
Ancelotti, has been widely tipped to lose
his job with the Blues set to endure a sea-
son without silverware and their worst
campaign since Russian billionaire
Roman Abramovich bought the club eight
years ago.

SPORTS POLL

WEEKLY QUESTION

Do you find interest
In the IPL?

Visit the sports page of
www.thedailystar.net fo cast vote

Follow The Daily Star Sport on

twitker

www.twitter.com/dssport

What to
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SET Max
Indian Premier League
Deccan v Pune
Live from 4:30pm
Punjab v Mumbai
Live from 8:30pm

ESPN
English Premiership
Man City v Tottenham
Live from 1:00am (Wednesday)
Sportscentre India
Sports News

Live at 8:30pm
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National Cricket League
FINAL
(Five-Day Match, Day-1)
Dhaka v Rajshahi
Time: 9:30am
Venue: Sher-e-Bangla National
Cricket Stadium, Mirpur
Bangladesh League
Farashganj v Abahani
Time: 4:15pm
Venue: Bangabandhu
National Stadium
Rahmatganj v Sheikh Russel
Time: 4:15pm

Venue: Kamalapur Stadium
e ]

Borussia Dortmund star Nuri Sahin speaks at a press conference
in Dortmund on Monday. Sahin announced his move to Real
Madrid for next season.
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Real swoop for
Dortmund's
Sahin

AFP, Madrid

Real Madrid have reached
an agreement to sign Ger-
man-born Turkish interna-
tional Nuri Sahin from
Borussia Dortmund for six
seasons, the Spanish club
said Monday.

The Spanish giants said
the 22-year-old midfielder
"has a knack for distribut-
ing the ball as well as recov-
eringit.

"With a powerful left foot
and an eye for ball place-
ment, he is also a master at
free-kicks," the club added
onits website.

Real gave no financial
details but German media
put the value of the transfer
at around 10 million euros
($14 million).

Sahin, who was under
contract with the German
side until 2013, made his
league debut with
Dortmund in 2005 when he
became the youngest player
to play and score in the
Bundesliga at the age of 16.

He scored six goals this
season to help Dortmund
win its first Bundesliga title
since the 2001/02 campaign.

Sahin, who spent the
2007-08 season on loan at
Dutch club Feyenoord, will
join two other Turkish play-
ers at Real -- midfielders
Mesut Oezil and Sami
Khedira who joined the
Spanish club from the
Bundesligalast year.

Udinese closer

to Europe

AFP, Rome

Udinese moved back into
fourth and the final Cham-
pions League qualification
place with a 2-1 victory
over Lazio on Sunday.

Serie A top scorer Anto-
nio Di Natale was once again the hero as
he scored both goals to give the northern-
ers a two-point lead over Lazio and Roma
in the race for fourth with two games to
play.

Udinese coach Francesco Guidolin
paid tribute to his young
guns, in particular the
returning Alexis Sanchez.

"This is the youngest
team ever to be in a fight for
a Champions League
place," said a jubilant
Guidolin.

"Apart from (Giampiero)
Pinzi and Di Natale, look at
their dates of birth. That's a
great satisfaction for every-
one.

The result also meant
that should Juventus beat
Chievo on Monday, they will be only three
points off fourth place.

With AC Milan securing the scudetto
crown on Saturday night with a 0-0 draw
at Roma, attentions on Sunday turned to
the other mattersstill to be decided.

Di Natale timed his run in behind the
defence perfectly on 35 minutes to collect
Sanchez's lofted pass, control it and volley
home from an angle.

And it was two on 42 minutes as
Sanchez played Mauricio Isla behind the
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RESULTS

Bologna 0 Parma 0
Brescia 1 (Diamanti 90) Catania 2
(Silvestre 27, Bergessio 75)
Cagliari 0 Cesena 2 (Jimenez 54,
Malonga 84)

Inter Milan 3 (Pazzini 25,
Cambiasso 28, Coutinho 77)
Fiorentina 1 {Gilardino 74)
Lecce 2 (Corvia 49, Chevanton 88)
Napoli 1 (Mascara 67)
Udinese 2 (Di Natale 35, 42)
Lazio 1 (Kozak 76)

Genoa 2 (Floro Flores 45, Boselli
904-6) Sampdoria 1 (Pozzi 67)

defence this time and he opted to square
to his captain for a simple tap-in.

Things were made more complicated
in the second period when Gabrielle
Angella was sent-off for bringing down
Tommaso Rocchiin the box.

However, Mauro Zarate curled an awful
spot-kick straight into goalkeeper Samir
Handanovic's arms and Udinese sur-
vived.

Fourteen minutes from time, Zarate
crossed from the left and Libor Kozak
stuck out a boot in a crowded penalty area
to volley home and set up a
tight finish.

Lazio piled forward and
even hit the post but
Udinese hung on grimly to
snatch the victory.

Inter Milan secured their
passage directly into next
season's Champions
League group stages with a
3-1victory over Fiorentina.

Goals from Giampaolo
Pazzini and Esteban
Cambiasso, both set-up by
Cameroon captain Samuel
Eto'o, gave Inter a 2-0 lead at half-time.

Alberto Gilardino slotted the ball the
wrong side of the post when one-on-one
with goalkeeper Julio Cesar but then vol-
leyed home after some neat control on his
knee to reduce the deficit.

However, Brazilian starlet Coutinho
curled home a late free-kick to make the
points safe.

That left Inter 10 points clear of
Udinese but Napoli still need another
point to secure their place in the group
stages after theylost 2-1 at Lecce.



